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*To  JAMES  HOBAN  AND  STEPHEN  HALLET 

Mount  Vernon,  July  i,  1793. 

Gentn :  I  have  considered  in  the  best  manner  my  small  knowl- 
edge in  Architecture,  and  the  peculiar  situation  of  my  own  Pri- 
vate concerns  (which  brought  me  here)  will  enable  me  to  do, 
the  observations  made  by  Mr.  Hallet  on  the  Plan  which  has 
been  exhibited  by  Doctr.  Thornton;  and  on  acct.  of  its  exterior 
beauty,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  Apartments,  had  been 
adopted.  But  if  this  plan  is  as  expensive  as  it  is  represented  to 
be ;  will  require  such  a  length  of  time  to  execute,  either  of  which 
would  be  an  important  objection  to  it),  and  withal  so  excep- 
tionable in  the  true  principles  of  Architecture  and  so  defective 
in  some  of  the  ends  which  are  proposed,  it  ought  to  be  relin- 
quished for  one  more  practicable,  more  simple,  less  expensive, 
and  which  can  be  executed  in  the  time  allowed  by  Law. 

Having  made  this  declaration,  Justice  to,  and  respect  for  the 
abilities  and  character  of  Doctr.  Thornton  call  upon  me  to  add 
that  he  should,  before  his  plan  is  laid  aside,  be  informed  of  all 
the  objections  to,  and  observations  on  it.  If  he  cannot  obvi- 
ate them  I  persuade  myself  he  will  have  candour  enough  to 
acknowledge  it,  and  will  readily  see  the  propriety  of  a  change 
which  will  bring  the  Building  within  the  compass  of  our  means 
and  time.  For  this  purpose,  it  is  my  wish  and  desire  that  you 
would  both,  by  Thursday's  stage,  if  practicable,  set  out  for  Phil- 
adelphia with  Doctr.  Thornton's  Plan,  and  Mr.  Hallets  last  one, 
8701  1 
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together  with  the  sections  of  the  first,  the  observations,  calcu- 
lations, and  in  short  every  paper  relative  to  both,  and  to  a  final 
decision,  that  as  little  time  as  possible  may  be  lost  in  fixing  this 
matter. 

The  reason  why  I  propose  your  going  to  Philada.  is  because 
Mr.  Blodget  is  now  there,  and  because,  if  it  did  not  suit  Doctr. 
Thornton  to  repair  to  Georgetown  immediately  I  could  not  be 
present  at  the  meeting.  In  the  Packet  enclosed  I  have  written 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  to  have  the  matter  fully  investigated 
before  him  and  to  report  the  result  that  a  plan  being  fixed  upon 
the  foundation  may  be  begun  and  in  forwardness  by  the  Sale. 

I  think  it  reasonable  that  the  necessary  expences  of  your  jour- 
ney should  be  borne  by  the  public,  and  if  circumstances  render  it 
improper,  or  inconvenient  for  both  of  you  to  go,  that  one  ought 
to  do  it;  but  both  would  be  best  as  every  light  and  understand- 
ing of  the  subject  ought  to  be  had  as  the  decision  must  be  final 
and  ought  to  be  prompt.  I  am  etc. 

To  THE  PRESIDENT,  VICE  PRESIDENT,  AND  MAN- 
AGERS OF  THE  CELEBRATION  OF  THE  ANNI- 
VERSARY OF  AMERICAN  INDEPENDENCE  AT 
ALEXANDRIA 

Mount  Vernon,  July  i,  1793. 
Gentlemen:  The  very  polite  invitation  which  you  have  given 
me  in  the  name  of  the  Citizens  of  Alexandria,  to  celebrate  with 
them  the  approaching  Anniversary  of  American  Independ- 
ence, is  received  by  me  as  a  mark  of  attention  meriting  my 
warmest  thanks,  and  as  the  best  proof  I  can  give  of  my  feelings 
on  the  occasion  will  be  to  accept  the  invitation,  I  shall  accord- 
ingly have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  them  at  Alexandria  on  the 
4  instant.  I  am  etc.1 

''From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Mount  Vernon,  July  4, 1793. 

Dear  Sir:  I  send  for  the  information  and  consideration  of  the 
heads  of  the  Departments,  a  letter  which  I  reed,  by  the  post  of 
yesterday,  from  the  Governor  of  No.  Carolina,  stating  the  meas- 
ures which  he  had  taken  relative  to  a  privateer  which  had  been 
fitted  out  from  South  Carolina  under  a  french  Commission, 
and  which  had  arrived,  with  a  prize,  in  the  Port  of  Wilmington 
in  North  Carolina. 

I  intend  setting  out  for  Philadelphia  on  Sunday  next; 2  but  do 
not  expect  to  reach  that  place  till  Thursday,  as  I  shall  be  de- 
tained in  George  town,  the  remainder  of  the  day  on  which  I 
leave  this.  With  very  great  regard,  I  am  etc.3 

To  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  ALEXANDRIA 

[Alexandria,  July  4, 1793.] 
Gentlemen:  Deeply  impressed  with  the  important  advan- 
tages, which  the  United  States  will  experience  by  remaining  in 
peace,  during  the  present  contest  among  the  powers  of  Europe; 
it  is  with  the  highest  satisfaction  that  I  receive  this  manifesta- 
tion of  your  wishes  for  the  preservation  of  that  invaluable  bless- 
ing: and  the  approbation  which  you  express,  of  the  measures 
which  have  been  taken  to  secure  a  continuance  of  our  present 
happy  situation.  To  complete  the  American  character,  it  re- 
mains for  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  shew  to  the  world, 
that  the  reproach  heretofore  cast  on  republican  Governments 
for  their  want  of  stability,  is  without  foundation,  when  that 
government  is  the  deliberate  choice  of  an  enlightened  people : 

2  On  July  7  Washington  left  Mount  Vernon  on  his  return  to  Philadelphia. 
wFrom  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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and  I  am  fully  persuaded,  that  every  well-wisher  to  the  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  of  this  Country  will  evince  by  his  conduct, 
that  we  live  under  a  government  of  laws ;  and  that,  while  we 
preserve  inviolate  our  national  faith,  we  are  desirous  to  live  in 
amity  with  all  mankind.4 

*ToTHE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Philadelphia,  July  u,  1793. 

Sir:  After  I  had  read  the  Papers  put  into  my  hands  by  you, 
requiring  "instant  attention,"  and  before  a  messenger  could 
reach  your  Office,  you  had  left  town. 

What  is  to  be  done  in  the  case  of  the  Little  Sarah,  now  at 
Chester?  Is  the  Minister  of  the  French  Republic5  to  set  the 
Acts  of  this  Government  at  defiance,  with  impunity?  and  then 
threaten  the  Executive  with  an  appeal  to  the  People.  What 
must  the  World  think  of  such  conduct,  and  of  the  Governmt. 
of  the  U.  States  in  submitting  to  it  ? 

These  are  serious  questions.  Circumstances  press  for  deci- 
sion, and  as  you  have  had  time  to  consider  them  (upon  me  they 
come  unexpected)  I  wish  to  know  your  opinion  upon  them, 
even  before  tomorrow,  for  the  Vessel  may  then  be  gone.6 

4From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

'Genet. 

'From  the  Jefferson  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress.  Endorsed  by  Jefferson: 
"reed.  July  n.  93." 

Washington  reached  Philadelphia,  from  Mount  Vernon,  the  morning  of  July  11.  A 
Cabinet  meeting  (Jefferson,  Hamilton,  and  Knox)  had  been  held  in  the  State  House, 
Philadelphia,,  July  8,  to  consider  an  answer  to  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania's  ques- 
tion as  to  what  steps  he  should  pursue  in  the  matter  of  the  Little  Sarah,  then  being 
armed  and  fitted  out  at  Philadelphia.  Hamilton  and  Knox  were  of  opinion  that  im- 
mediate measures  should  be  taken  for  erecting  a  battery  on  Mud  Island  "under  cover 
of  a  party  of  militia,  with  direction  that  if  the  brig  Sarah  should  attempt  to  depart 
before  the  pleasure  of  the  President  shall  be  known  concerning  her,  military  coertion 
be  employed  to  arrest  and  prevent  her  progress.  The  Secretary  of  state  dissents  from 
this  opinion."  This  proceeding,  in  the  writing  of  Jefferson,  and  signed  by  all  three 
Secretaries,  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

A  Cabinet  meeting  was  called  for  July  12  at  9  a.  m.,  at  which  it  was  decided  that  let- 
ters be  written  to  the  Ministers  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  informing  them  that 
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Philadelphia,  July  14, 1793. 

Sir:  It  being  indispensably  necessary  that  I  should  have  some 
person  at  Mt.  Vernon  through  whom  I  can  communicate  my 
orders;  who  will  see  that  these  orders  are  executed;  or,  if  not 
obeyed,  who  will  inform  me  why  they  are  not;  who  will  re- 
ceive the  Weekly  reports  and  transmit  them;  receive  money 
and  pay  it;  and  in  general  to  do  those  things  which  do  not 
appertain  to  any  individual  Overseer.  I  have  sent  my  Nephew 
Mr.  Howell  Lewis  (who  lives  with  me  here)  to  attend  to  them 
until  I  can  provide  a  manager  of  established  reputation  in  these 
matters.  You  will  therefore  pay  due  regard  to  such  directions 
as  you  may  receive  from  him,  considering  them  as  coming 
immediately  from  myself.  But  that  you  also  may  have  a  gen- 
eral knowledge  of  what  I  expect  from  you,  I  shall  convey  the 
following  view  (which  I  have  of  the  business  committed  to 
your  charge)  as  it  appears  to  me,  and  direct  you  to  govern  your- 
self by  it:  as  I  am  pursuaded  nothing  inconsistent  therewith 
will  be  ordered  by  Mr.  Lewis,  without  authority  from  me  to 
depart  from  it. 

1  st.  Altho'  it  is  almost  needless  to  remark  that  the  Corn 
ground  at  the  Farm  you  overlook  ought  to  be  kept  perfectly 

the  matters  in  controversy  were  to  be  referred  "to  persons  learned  in  the  laws,"  and 
that  in  the  meantime  "  it  is  expected  .  .  .  the  Little  Sarah  or  Little  Democrat  the  ship 
lane  and  the  ship  William  in  the  Delaware,  the  Citoyen  Genet  and  her  prizes  the 
brigs  Lovely  Lass  and  Prince  William  Henry,  and  the  brig  Fanny  in  the  Chesapeake 
do  not  depart  till  the  further  order  of  the  President.  That  letters  be  addressed  to  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  court  of  the  U.  S.  requesting  their  attendance  at  this  place  on 
Thursday  the  18th.  instant  to  give  their  advice  on  certain  matters  of  public  concern 
which  will  be  referred  to  them  by  the  President."  This  minute  of  the  proceedings,  in 
the  writing  of  Jefferson,  and  signed  by  Jefferson,  Hamilton,  and  Knox,  is  in  the 
Washington  Papers.  It  is  also  noted  in  Jefferson's  Anas,  July  10,  1793,  printed  in 
Ford's  Wor\s  of  Thomas  Jefferson  (Federal  edition),  vol.  1,  p.  282,  et  seq. 
'William  Stuart,  Hyland  Crow,  and  Henry  McKoy,  "as  per  margin." 
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clean  and  well  ploughed,  yet,  because  not  only  the  goodness  of 
that  Crop  depends  upon  such  management ;  but  also  the  wheat 
crop  which  is  to  succeed  it,  I  cannot  forbear  urging  the  pro- 
priety and  necessity  of  the  measure  in  very  strong  terms. 

2d.  The  Wheat  is  to  be  got  into  the  barns,  or  into  stacks,  as 
soon  as  it  can  be  done  with  any  sort  of  convenience,  that  it  may 
not  (especially  the  bearded  Wheat  which  is  subject  to  injury 
by  wet  weather,)  sustain  loss  in  shocks,  and  because  the  shat- 
tered Grain  in  the  fields  may  be  beneficial  to  the  stock;  but  no 
Hogs  are  to  be  put  on  stubble  fields  in  which  Grass  seeds  were 
sown  last  fall,  Winter  or  spring;  other  stock,  however,  may  be 
turned  on  them,  as  it  is  rooting  that  would  be  prejudicial.8 

3d.  The  whole  swamp  from  the  Road  by  Manley's  bridge  up 
to  the  Lane  leading  to  the  New  barn,  is  to  be  got  into  the  best 
and  most  complete  order  for  sowing  Grass  seeds  in  August,  or, 
at  farthest,  by  the  middle  of  September.  The  lowest  and  wet- 
test part  thereof  is  to  be  sown  with  Timothy  seed  alone.  All  the 
other  parts  of  it  are  to  be  sown  with  Timothy  and  Clover  seeds 
mixed.  The  swamp  on  the  other  side  of  the  aforesaid  Lane 
(now  in  Corn  and  oats)  is  to  be  kept  in  the  best  possible  order, 
that  the  part  not  already  sown  with  Grass-seeds,  may  receive 
them  either  this  autumn  (as  soon  as  the  Corn  can  be  taken  off 
with  safety)  or  in  the  Spring  as  circumstances  shall  dictate.9 

No  exertion  or  pains  are  to  be  spared  at  Dague-run  to  get  the 
swamp  from  Manley's  bridge  up  to  the  meadow  above;  and 
the  two  Inclosures  in  the  Mill  swamp,  in  the  highest  order  for 
Grass,  to  be  sown  in  the  time  and  manner  above  mentioned. 
But  that  no  more  may  be  attempted  than  can  be  executed  well, 
proceed  in  the  following  order  with  them;  accordingly  as  the 

8To  this  point  is  margin  noted  "For  all  the  Overseers." 

"The  third  paragraph  is  margin  noted  "For  Hyland  Crow  alone." 
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weather  may  happen  to  be;  for  this  must  be  consulted;  as  dry 
weather  will  answer  to  work  in  the  low  parts  best,  whilst  the 
higher  grounds  may  be  worked  at  any  time. 

ist.  begin  with  the  swamp  from  Manley's  bridge  upwards, 
and  get  all  that  is  not  already  in  grass  well  prepared  for  it,  and 
indeed  sown.  2d.  That  part  of  the  lower  Meadow  on  the  Mill 
run,  which  lies  between  the  old  bed  of  it,  and  the  race,  and 
within  the  fences.  3d.  After  this  is  done,  take  that  part  in  the 
inclosure  above  (which  was  in  Corn  last  year)  lying  between 
the  Ditch  and  fence  of  No.  1.  up  and  down  to  the  cross  fences. 
4th  then  go  over  the  ditch  and  prepare  slipe  after  slipe  as  the 
Ditch  runs,  from  the  one  cross  fence  to  the  other,  and  continue 
to  do  this  as  long  as  the  season  will  be  good,  or  the  seed  can 
be  sown  with  propriety  and  safety.10 

I  conceive  that  the  only  way  to  get  these  grounds  in  good 
order,  and  with  expedition,  is  to  give  them  one  good  ploughing 
and  then  to  tear  them  to  pieces  with  heavy  harrows.  Whether 
it  be  necessary  to  cut  down  and  take  off  the  weeds  previous  to 
these  workings  can  be  decided  better  by  experiments  on  the  spot, 
than  by  reasoning  on  it  at  a  distance.  My  desire  is  that  the 
ground  shall  be  made  perfectly  clean  and  laid  down  smooth; 
without  which  Meadows  will  always  be  foul;  much  grass  left  in 
them,  and  many  scythes  broken  in  cutting  what  is  taken  off.11 

4th.  The  Buck  Wheat  which  has  been  sown  for  manure, 
ought  to  be  ploughed  in  the  moment  a  sufficiency  of  seed  is  ripe 
to  stock  the  ground  a  second  time;  otherwise,  so  far  from  its 
answering  the  purpose  of  manure,  it  will  become  an  exhauster. 
For  this  reason,  if  the  plows  belonging  to  the  Farm  are  unable 
to  turn  it  in  in  time,  those  of  Muddy  hole,  Dogue  run  and  Union 

This  paragraph  is  margin  noted  "For  Henry  McKoy  alone." 
"This  paragraph  is  margin  noted  "For  both  Crow  and  McKoy." 
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Farm  must  combine  to  do  it;  the  work  to  be  repaid  by  the  Farm 
which  receives  the  benefit,  as  soon  as  this  work  is  accomplished 
thereat.12 

5th.  Where  Clover  and  Timothy  seeds  are  mixed  and  sown 
together,  allow  five  pints  of  the  first,  and  three  of  the  latter  to 
the  acre;  and  where  Timothy  only  is  sown  allow  four  quarts 
to  the  acre.  Let  the  Seed  be  measured  in  the  proportions  here  al- 
lotted and  put  into  a  half  bushel,  and  the  half  bushel  filled  with 
sand  or  dry  earth,  and  extremely  well  mixed  together  in  your 
own  presence,  or  by  yourself,  which  will  answer  two  good  pur- 
poses vizt.  1st.  to  prevent  theft,  for  seeds  thus  mixed,  would  not 
sell,  and  2dly.  the  seedsman  being  accustomed  to  sow  a  bushel 
of  wheat  to  the  acre  would  be  at  no  loss  to  cast  a  bushel  of  this 
or  anything  else,  regularly  on  that  quantity  of  Ground.13 

6th.  It  is  expected  you  will  begin  to  sow  wheat  early  in  Au- 
gust, and  in  ground  perfectly  clean  and  well  ploughed.  I  would 
have,  and  do  accordingly  direct  that  not  less  than  five  pecks  of 
seed  be  sown  on  each  acre.  The  plan  of  the  Farm  over  which 
you  look  is  given  to  Mr.  Lewis,  from  which  the  contents  of  each 
field  may  be  known.  And  it  is  my  express  direction  that  every 
watch,  and  the  best  attention  may  be  given,  to  see  that  this 
quantity  actually  is  put  in;  for  I  have  strong  suspicions  (but 
this  ought  not  to  be  hinted  to  them)  that  the  seedsmen  help 
themselves  to  a  pretty  large  toll. 

7th.  As  soon  as  you  have  done  sowing,  and  even  before  if  it 
can  be  done  conveniently,  you  are  to  set  heartily  about  thresh- 
ing or  treading  out  the  Wheat;  and  as  fast  as  it  is  got  out,  to 
have  it  delivered  at  the  Mill,  or  elsewhere  according  to  direc- 
tions. The  longer  this  business  is  delayed  the  more  waste  and 
embezzlement  will  there  be  of  the  Crop.  The  wheat  is  to  be 
well  cleaned;  the  Chaff  and  light  wheat  are  to  be  properly 

12  This  paragraph  is  margin  noted  "McKoy  alone." 

"This  paragraph  is  margin  noted  "For  Crow  and  McKoy  both." 
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taken  care  of  for  the  Horses  or  other  Stock;  and  the  straw 
stacked  and  secured  as  it  ought  to  be  against  weather  and  other 
injuries;  and  until  the  whole  be  delivered  it  will  require  your 
constant  and  close  attention. 

8th.  The  Oats  at  the  farm  you  overlook  are,  I  presume,  all 
cut;  in  that  case,  let  all  the  Scythes  and  Cradles,  and  Rakes 
which  you  have  received  be  delivered  over  to  the  Mansion 
House;  or,  if  you  chuse  to  keep  them  against  next  Harvest,  you 
must  be  responsible  for  them  yourself.14 

9th.  The  presumption  also  is,  that  the  Flax  is,  'ere  this,  pulled ; 
let  it  be  well  secured,  and  at  a  proper  season  stripped  of  it's  seed 
and  spread  to  rot.  During  this  operation  let  it  be  often  and  well 
examined,  that  it  be  not  overdone,  or  receive  injury  in  any  other 
respect  by  lying  out  too  long.15 

ioth.  Get  the  cleanest  and  best  wheat  for  seed,  and  that  which 
is  freest  from  Onions.  I  would  have  about  one  third  of  my 
whole  Crop  sown  with  the  common  wheat;  One  third  with 
the  White;  and  the  other  third  with  the  yellow  bearded  Wheat. 
The  Overseers  (with  Davy,  as  he  knows  the  state  of  his  own 
farm  and  the  quality  of  the  wheat  which  grows  upon  it)  may 
meet  and  decide  among  themselves  whether  it  would  be  best  to 
have  some  of  each  of  these  sorts  on  every  Farm;  or,  in  order 
more  effectually  to  prevent  mixture,  to  have  one  sort  only  on  a 
farm.  In  the  latter  case,  the  cutting  of  that  which  ripens  first 
and  so  on,  must  be  accomplished  by  the  force  of  all  the  farms, 
instead  of  each  doing  its  own  work.  If  the  seed  on  one  farm 
was  to  be  sown  on  another,  especially  if  seed  which  grew  on  a 
light  soil  was  to  be  sown  on  a  stiff  one;  and  that  which  grew  on 
a  stiff  one  sown  on  light  ground,  advantages  would  unques- 
tionably result  from  it.16 

"The  6th,  7th,  and  8th  paragraphs  are  margin  noted  "For  all  of  them." 
"This  paragraph  is  margin  noted  "McKoy  alone." 
"This  paragraph  is  margin  noted  "For  all  of  them." 
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nth.  The  Potatoes  at  the  Mansion  House  must  be  worked 
by  the  ploughs  from  Union  farm,  and  when  this  is  required  it 
would  be  best,  I  conceive,  to  accomplish  the  work  in  a  day.17 

12th.  It  is  expected  that  the  fences  will  be  made  secure  and 
no  damage  permitted  within  them  by  creatures  of  any  kind,  or 
belonging  to  any  body,  mine  any  more  than  others. 

13th.  The  greatest  attention  is  to  be  paid  to  the  stocks  of  all 
kinds  on  the  farms;  and  the  most  that  can,  be  made  of  their 
manure  and  litter.  They  are  to  be  counted  regularly,  that  no 
false  reports  may  be  made;  and  missing  ones,  if  any,  hunted  for 
until  found,  or  the  manner  of  their  going  can  be  accounted 
for  satisfactorily. 

14th.  A  Weekly  Report,  as  usual,  is  to  be  handed  to  Mr. 
Lewis.  In  this  report,  that  I  may  know  better  how  the  work 
goes  on,  mention  when  you  begin  to  plough,  hoe,  or  otherwise 
work  in  a  field,  and  when  that  field  is  finished.  The  increase, 
decrease  and  changes  are  to  be  noted  as  heretofore,  and  let  me 
ask, 

15th.  Why  are  the  Corn  harrows  thrown  aside,  or  so  little 
used  that  I  rarely  of  late  ever  see  or  hear  of  their  being  at  work  ? 
I  have  been  run  to  very  considerable  expense  in  providing  these 
and  other  implements  for  my  farms;  and  to  my  great  mortifi- 
cation and  injury  find,  generally  speaking,  that  wherever  they 
were  last  used  there  they  remain,  if  not  stolen,  'till  required 
again;  by  which  means  they,  as  well  as  the  Carts,  receive  so 
much  injury  from  the  wet  weather  and  the  heat  of  the  sun,  as 
to  be  unfit  for  use;  to  repair  or  supply  the  place  of  wch.  with 
new  ones,  my  Carpenters  (who  ought  to  be  otherwise  em- 
ployed) are  continually  occupied  in  these  jobs.  Harrows,  after 
the  ground  is  well  broken,  would  certainly  weed  and  keep  the 
Corn  clean  with  more  ease  than  ploughs.  I  hope,  therefore, 
they  will  be  used.  And  it  is  my  express  order  that  the  greatest 

17 This  paragraph  is  margin  noted  "Crow  alone." 
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care  be  taken  of  the  Tools  of  every  kind  Carts  and  plantation 
implements  in  future  for  I  can  no  longer  submit  to  the  losses  I 
am  continually  sustaining  by  neglect. 

16th.  There  is  nothing  I  more  ardently  desire;  nor  indeed  is 
there  any  more  essential  to  my  permanent  interest,  than  raising 
of  live  fences  on  proper  Ditches  or  banks :  Yet  nothing  has  ever 
been,  in  a  general  way,  more  shamefully  neglected  or  misman- 
aged; for  instead  of  preparing  the  ground  properly  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  Seed,  and  weeding  and  keeping  the  plants  clean 
after  they  come  up,  the  Seeds  are  hardly  scratched  into  the 
ground,  and  are  suffered  to  be  smothered  by  the  weeds  and 
grass  if  they  do  come  up;  by  which  means  the  expence  I  have 
been  at  in  purchasing  and  sending  the  seeds  (generally  from 
Philadelphia)  together  with  the  labour,  such  as  it  is,  that  has 
been  incurred,  is  not  only  lost,  but  (and  which  is  of  infinite 
more  importance  to  me)  season  after  season  passes  away,  and  I 
am  as  far  from  the  accomplishment  of  my  object  as  ever.  I  men- 
tion the  matter  thus  fully  to  show  how  anxious  I  am  that  all 
the  seeds  which  have  been  sown  or  planted  on  the  Banks  of  the 
Ditches  should  be  properly  attended  to;  and  the  deficient  spots 
made  good,  if  you  have,  or  can  obtain  the  means  for  doing  it. 

17th.  There  is  one  thing  I  must  caution  you  against  (without 
knowing  whether  there  be  cause  to  charge  you  with  it  or  not), 
and  that  is,  not  to  retain  any  of  my  Negroes  who  are  able  and  fit 
to  work  in  the  Crop,  in  or  about  your  own  house,  for  your  own 
purposes.  This  I  do  not  allow  any  Overseer  to  do.  A  small  boy 
or  girl  for  the  purpose  of  fetching  wood  or  water,  tending  a 
child,  or  such  like  things,  I  do  not  object  to;  but  so  soon  as  they 
are  able  to  work  out  I  expect  to  reap  the  benefit  of  their  labour 
myself. 

18th.  Tho'  last  mentioned,  it  is  not  of  the  least  importance; 
because  the  peace  and  good  government  of  the  negroes  depend 
upon  it,  and  not  less  so  my  interest  and  your  own  reputation.  I 
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do  therefore  in  explicit  terms  enjoin  it  upon  you  to  remain  con- 
stantly at  home  (unless  called  off  by  unavoidable  business  or  to 
attend  Divine  Worship)  and  to  be  constantly  with  your  people 
when  there.  There  is  no  other  sure  way  of  getting  work  well 
done  and  quietly  by  negroes;  for  when  an  Overlooker's  back  is 
turned  the  most  of  them  will  slight  their  work,  or  be  idle  alto- 
gether. In  which  case  correction  cannot  retrieve  either,  but 
often  produces  evils  which  are  worse  than  the  disease.  Nor  is 
there  any  other  mode  but  this  to  prevent  thieving  and  other  dis- 
orders, the  consequence  of  opportunities.  You  will  recollect 
that  your  time  is  paid  for  by  me,  and  if  I  am  deprived  of  it,  it  is 
worse  even  than  robbing  my  purse,  because  it  is  also  a  breach  of 
trust,  which  every  honest  man  ought  to  hold  most  sacred.  You 
have  found  me,  and  you  will  continue  to  find  me  faithful  to  my 
part  of  the  agreement  which  was  made  with  you,  whilst  you  are 
attentive  to  your  part;  but  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  a  breach 
on  one  side  releases  the  obligation  on  the  other;  if,  therefore  it 
shall  be  proved  to  me  that  you  are  absenting  yourself  from 
either  the  Farm  or  the  people  without  just  cause,  I  shall  hold 
myself  no  more  bound  to  pay  the  wages,  than  you  do  to  attend 
strictly  to  the  charge  which  is  entrusted  to  you,  by  one  who  has 
every  disposition  to  be,  Your  friend  etc.18  [h.  l.] 

To  REVEREND  JEDIDIAH  MORSE 

Philadelphia,  July  17, 1793. 
Revd.  Sir:  I  should,  at  an  earlier  moment,  have  acknowl- 
edged the  receipt  of  your  polite  letter  of  the  25  of  June,  and 
returned  my  best  thanks  for  the  acceptable  work  which  accom- 

lsIn  the  writing  of  Bartholomew  Dandridge. 

Paragraphs  12  to  18,  inclusive,  are  margin  noted  "For  all  the  Overseers." 
On  July  14  Lear  wrote  to  James  Keith  respecting  the  payment  of  £75:7:6  to  Miss 
Anderson  from  the  estate  of  Thomas  ColvilL,  and  transcripts  of  the  accounts  of  that 
estate  which  have  been  passed  by  the  commissioners.    Lear's  letter  is  entered  in  the 
"Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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panied  it,  had  I  not  been  at  Mount  Vernon  when  they  reached 
this  place. 

You  will  therefore  be  pleased,  sir,  now  to  accept  thanks  and 
acknowledgements  which  are  due  for  your  polite  attention  in 
sending  me  a  sett  of  The  American  Universal  Geography ,  and 
at  the  same  time  be  assured  you  have  my  best  wishes  that  you 
may  be  amply  rewarded  for  the  time  and  labour  spent  in  pro- 
ducing so  useful  a  work.  I  am  etc. 

To  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 
(Private) 

Philadelphia,  July  17, 1793. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  8  inst:  enclos- 
ing papers  respecting  our  unfortunate  Citizens,  Captives  in  Al- 
giers, and  now  return  them  to  you  with  my  thanks  for  your 
attention  in  communicating  them. 

In  all  our  attempts  to  accomodate  matters  with  the  Algier- 
ines,  and  to  relieve  our  Citizens  holden  in  captivity  by  them,  we 
have  been  peculiarly  unfortunate.  Besides  the  deaths  of  Captn. 
Paul  Jones  and  Mr.  Barclay,  many  other  untoward  circum- 
stances have  occurred  in  that  business  to  prevent  it's  being 
brought  to  a  point;  but  I  believe  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  to  you, 
my  dr.  sir,  that  no  measure,  which  it  has  been  in  my  power  to 
pursue,  in  order  to  terminate  that  matter  favourably,  has  been 
left  untried,  and  things  are  now  in  the  best  train  for  effecting 
that  purpose,  that  circumstances  will  admit  of.  With  very  great 
regard,  I  am  etc.19 

"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

On  July  17  Lear  wrote  to  Charles  Feurer,  then  at  Dumfries,  Va.,  explaining  why 
it  is  impossible  to  comply  with  his  request  for  a  copy  of  a  letter.  Lear's  letter  is  en- 
tered in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers.  Feurer's  request  is  not  now 
found  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

On  this  same  day  (July  17)  Washington  wrote  to  Patrick  Miller,  near  Dumfries, 
Scotland,  thanking  him  for  the  present  of  Miller's  work  on  naval  architecture.  This 
letter  is  also  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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To  CLEON  MOORE 

Philadelphia,  July  19, 1793. 
Sir:  I  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  5  inst:  but  at  a  time 
when  I  was  so  much  engaged  that  it  was  not  in  my  power  to 
write  you  an  answer.  And  now,  having  no  knowledge  of  the 
condition  in  which  my  house  and  Lot  in  Alexandria  are,  and  be- 
ing equally  ignorant  of  the  rent  of  such  houses  in  that  Town.  I 
have  requested  the  favor  of  my  acquaintance  and  friend  Colo. 
Fitzgerald  to  negotiate  this  business  with  you.  Any  agreement 
then,  which  you  can  make  with  him  will  be  obligatory  on, 
Sir,  etc.20 

To  JOHN  FITZGERALD 

Philadelphia,  July  19, 1793. 
Dear  Sir:  The  day  preceeding  my  departure  from  Mount 
Vernon,  the  enclosed  letter  was  put  into  my  hands,  pressed  as  I 
was  at  the  time  by  other  business,  I  could  give  it  no  answer;  and 
the  next  day  when  I  saw  you  in  Alexandria  this  matter  had 
escaped  me.  I  give  you  the  trouble,  therefore  (since  you  have 
allowed  me  the  liberty)  to  fix  something  with  Mr.  Moore  on 
the  subject  of  it.  Whatever  that  may  be  will  be  satisfactory,  and 
shall  be  binding  on  me,  with  two  provisos,  1st.  that  the  term 
for  which  the  lease  is  given,  shall  not  exceed  five  years,  and 
2dly  that  whatever  repairs  Mr.  Moore  may  want,  and  are  really 
necessary,  shall  be  specifically  enumerated,  and  executed  under 
his  own  auspices  and  at  his  own  expence,  making  a  reasonable 
allowance  therefor  in  fixing  the  rent.  By  such  enumeration, 
it  may  at  any  time  be  seen  whether  the  work  stipulated  has 
been  executed;  for  in  default  thereof  there  can  be  no  claim  of 
deduction. 


JFrom  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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I  have  two  motives  for  giving  you  this  trouble,  one  because 
I  know  you  are  a  good  judge  of  what  the  House  and  Lot  ought 
to  rent  for,  and  the  other,  because  I  have  no  person  in  my  em- 
ploy at  present  in  whom  I  can  confide  to  negotiate  this  business 
for  me.  I  am  etc.21 

QUESTIONS  PROPOSED  TO  BE  SUBMITTED  TO  THE 
JUDGES  OF  THE  SUPREME  COURT 22 

[July  18, 1793.] 

I.  Do  the  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  France  give 
to  France  or  her  Citizens  a  right,  when  at  war  with  a  power 
with  whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace,  to  fit  out  originally 
in  and  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States  vessels  armed  for 
war,  with  or  without  commission  ? 

II.  If  they  give  such  a  right,  does  it  extend  to  all  manner 
of  armed  vessels,  or  to  particular  kinds  only  ?  if  the  latter,  to 
what  kinds  does  it  extend  ? 

III.  Do  they  give  to  France,  or  her  Citizens,  in  the  case  sup- 
posed, a  right  to  refit  or  arm  anew  vessels,  which  before  their 
coming  within  any  port  of  the  United  States  were  armed  for 
war,  with  or  without  commission  ? 

IV.  If  they  give  such  a  right,  does  it  extend  to  all  manner  of 
armed  Vessels,  or  to  particular  kinds  only?  If  the  latter,  to 
what  kinds  does  it  extend  ?  Does  it  include  an  augmentation 
of  force,  or  does  it  only  extend  to  replacing  the  Vessel  in 
statu  quo? 

V.  Does  the  22d  article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce,  in  the  case 
supposed,  extend  to  vessels  armed  for  war  on  account  of  the 

From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

Hamilton's  rough  draft  of  the  questions  in  the  process  of  formulation,  with  the 
agreement  on  the  final  form,  noted  in  the  left-hand  margin,  is  in  the  Washington 
Papers. 
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Government  of  a  power  at  war  with  France,  or  to  merchant 
armed  vessels  belonging  to  the  subjects  or  Citizens  of  that 
power,  (viz)  of  the  description  of  those  which,  by  the  English 
are  called  Letters  of  Marque  Ships,  by  the  French  Batiments 
armes  en  marchandize  et  en  guerre  ? 

VI.  Do  the  treaties  aforesaid  prohibit  the  United  States  from 
permitting,  in  the  case  supposed,  the  armed  vessels  belonging 
to  a  power  at  war  with  France,  or  to  the  Citizens  or  Subjects 
of  such  power  to  come  within  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
there  to  remain  as  long  as  they  may  think  fit,  except  in  the 
case  of  their  coming  in  with  prizes  made  of  the  Subjects  or 
property  of  France  ? 

VII.  Do  they  prohibit  the  United  States  from  permitting,  in 
the  case  supposed,  vessels  armed  on  account  of  the  Government 
of  a  power  at  war  with  France,  or  vessels  armed  for  merchan- 
dise and  war,  with  or  without  commission  on  account  of  the 
Subjects  or  Citizens  of  such  power,  or  any  vessels  other  than 
those  commonly  called  privateers,  to  sell  freely  whatsoever 
they  may  bring  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States  and  freely  to 
purchase  in  and  carry  from  the  ports  of  the  U  S  goods,  mer- 
chandize, and  commodities,  except  as  excepted  in  the  last 
question  ? 

VIII.  Do  they  oblige  the  United  States  to  permit  France,  in 
the  case  supposed,  to  sell  in  their  ports  the  prizes  which  she 
or  her  Citizens  may  have  made  of  any  power  at  war  with 
her,  the  Citizens  or  Subjects  of  such  power;  or  exempt  from 
the  payment  of  the  usual  duties,  on  Ships  and  merchandize,  the 
prizes  so  made,  in  the  case  of  their  being  to  be  sold  within 
the  ports  of  the  United  States? 

IX.  Do  those  treaties,  particularly  the  Consular  Convention, 
authorize  France,  as  of  right,  to  erect  Courts  within  the  Juris- 
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diction  of  the  United  States,  or  the  trial  and  condemnation  of 
prizes  made  by  armed  Vessels  in  her  service  ? 

X.  Do  the  laws  and  usages  of  Nations  authorize  her,  as  of 
right,  to  erect  such  Courts  for  such  purpose  ? 

XI.  Do  the  laws  of  neutrality,  considered  relatively  to  the 
treaties  of  the  United  States  with  foreign  powers,  or  independ- 
ently of  those  treaties,  permit  the  United  States  in  the  case  sup- 
posed, to  allow  France  or  her  Citizens  the  privilege  of  fitting 
out  originally  in  and  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  ves- 
sels armed  and  commissioned  for  war,  either  on  account  of  the 
Government,  or  of  private  persons,  or  both  ? 

XII.  Do  those  laws  permit  the  United  States  to  extend  the 
like  privilege  to  a  power  at  war  with  France  ? 

XIII.  Do  the  laws  of  neutrality,  considered  as  aforesaid,  per- 
mit the  United  States,  in  the  case  supposed,  to  allow  to  France 
or  her  Citizens  the  privilege  of  refitting  or  arming  anew,  ves- 
sels, which  before  their  coming  within  the  United  States,  were 
armed  and  commissioned  for  war?  May  such  privileges  in- 
clude an  augmentation  of  the  force  of  such  Vessels  ? 

XIV.  Do  those  laws  permit  the  United  States  to  extend  the 
like  privilege  to  a  power  at  war  with  France  ? 

XV.  Do  those  laws,  in  the  case  supposed,  permit  Merchant 
Vessels  of  either  of  the  powers  at  war,  to  arm  in  the  Ports  of 
the  United  States,  without  being  commissioned?  May  this 
privilege  be  rightfully  refused  ? 

XVI.  Does  it  make  any  difference  in  point  of  principle, 
whether  a  vessel  be  armed  for  war,  or  the  force  of  an  armed 
vessel  be  augmented,  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  with 
means  procured  in  the  United  States  or  with  means  brought 
into  them  by  the  party  who  shall  so  arm  or  augment  the  force 
of  such  vessel  ?  If  the  first  be  unlawful,  is  the  last  lawful  ? 
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XVII.  Do  the  laws  of  neutrality,  considered  as  aforesaid,  au- 
thorize the  United  States  to  permit  France,  her  Subjects  or 
Citizens,  the  sale  within  their  ports  of  prizes  made  of  the  Sub- 
jects or  property  of  a  power  at  war  with  France,  before  they 
have  been  carried  into  some  port  of  France  and  there  con- 
demned, refusing  the  like  privilege  to  her  enemy  ? 

XVIII.  Do  those  laws  authorize  the  United  States  to  permit 
to  France  the  erection  of  Courts  within  their  territory  and  juris- 
diction for  the  trial  and  condemnation  of  prizes,  refusing  that 
privilege  to  a  power  at  war  with  France? 

XIX.  If  any  armed  vessel  of  a  foreign  power  at  war  with 
another,  with  whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace,  shall  make 
prize  of  the  subjects  or  property  of  its  enemy  within  the  terri- 
tory or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  have  not  the  United 
States  a  right  to  cause  restitution  of  such  prizes?  Are  they 
bound,  or  not  by  the  principles  of  Neutrality  to  do  so,  if  such 
prize  shall  be  within  their  power  ? 

XX.  To  what  distance,  by  the  laws  and  usages  of  Nations, 
may  the  United  States  exercise  the  right  of  prohibiting  the 
hostilities  of  foreign  powers  at  war  with  each  other,  within 
Rivers,  Bays,  and  Arms  of  the  Sea,  and  upon  the  Sea  along  the 
coasts  of  the  United  States  ? 

XXI.  Have  vessels  armed  for  war,  under  commission  from  a 
foreign  power  a  right  without  the  consent  of  the  United  States 
to  engage  within  their  jurisdiction  Seamen  or  Soldiers  for  the 
service  of  such  vessels,  being  Citizens  of  that  power  or  of  an- 
other foreign  power,  or  Citizens  of  the  United  States  ? 

XXII.  What  are  the  Articles,  by  name,  to  be  prohibited  to 
both  or  either  party  ? 

XXIII.  To  what  does  the  reparation  permitted  in  the  19th 
Article  of  the  treaty  with  France  go? 
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XXIV.  What  may  be  done  as  to  vessels  armed  in  our  ports 
before  the  President's  proclamation  ?  and  what  as  to  the  prizes 
they  made  before  and  after? 

XXV.  May  we,  within  our  own  ports,  sell  ships  to  both  par- 
ties, prepared  merely  for  merchandise  ?  may  they  be  pierced 
for  guns  ? 

XXVI.  May  we  carry  either  or  both  kinds  to  the  ports  of 
the  belligerent  powers  for  sale  ? 

XXVII.  Is  the  principle  that  free  bottoms  make  free  goods, 
and  enemy  bottoms  make  enemy  goods,  to  be  consideerd  as 
now  an  established  part  of  the  law  of  Nations  ? 

XXVIII.  If  it  is  not,  are  nations  with  whom  we  have  no  trea- 
ties, authorized  by  the  law  of  Nations  to  take  out  of  our  vessels 
enemy  passengers,  not  being  soldiers,  and  their  baggage  ? 

XXIX.  May  an  armed  vessel  belonging  to  any  of  the  bellig- 
erent powers  follow  immediately  merchant-vessels,  enemies, 
departing  from  our  ports,  for  the  purpose  of  making  prizes  of 
them  ?  If  not,  how  long  ought  the  former  to  remain  after  the 
latter  has  sailed  ?  And  what  shall  be  considered  as  the  place  of 
departure,  from  which  the  time  is  to  be  counted?  And  how 
are  the  facts  to  be  ascertained  ? 23 

To  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  TRENTON 

[Philadelphia,  July  2o(  ?)  1793.] 

Gentlemen:  Having  no  other  view,  in  the  discharge  of  my 

public  duties,  but  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  our  Country, 

it  gives  me  pleasure  to  learn,  that  the  measures  which  are  taken 

to  effect  that  object,  meet  the  acceptance  of  my  fellow  Citizens. 

I  am  persuaded,  that  the  flourishing  condition  of  the  United 

23  In  the  writing  of  Tobias  Lear.  A  duplicate  is  in  the  Hamilton  Papers  in  the 
Library  of  Congress. 


20  WRITINGS  OF   WASHINGTON  [July 

States,  and  the  happy  situation  of  our  political  circumstances, 
will  not  fail  to  impress  every  reflecting  mind.  And  sure  I  am 
that  there  is  not  a  well  wisher  to  this  Country  who  can  desire  to 
see  us  involved  in  the  contest  in  which  the  powers  of  Europe 
are  now  engaged. 

The  assurances  of  your  determination  to  pursue  such  a  line 
of  conduct  as  will,  on  your  part,  ensure  the  continuance  of  peace 
and  prosperity  to  our  Country,  are  no  less  pleasing  to  me,  than 
the  belief  which  you  express,  that  your  address  conveys,24  "the 
common  sentiments  and  common  language  of  the  Citizens  of 
the  State  of  New  Jersey." 25 

To  CALEB  GIBBS 

Philadelphia,  July  21, 1793. 

Dear  Sir:  When  your  letter  of  the  15  ulto.  came  to  this  place 
I  was  in  the  act  of  setting  off  for  Virginia  on  urgent  private 
business  of  my  own,  and  since  my  return,  that  of  a  public  nature 
has  engrossed  all  my  time. 

I  write  to  you  now,  because  you  have  requested  an  acknowl- 
edgement of  your  letter,  not  because  there  is  any  place  vacant 
(known  to  me),  or,  that  I  would  be  under  any  promise,  if  there 
was.  I  have  observed  an  invariable  line  of  conduct  in  all  nomi- 
nations to  office,  and  that  is  to  hold  myself  entirely  free  from  all 
engagements  until  the  moment  shall  arrive  when  it  is  necessary 
to  make  them,  and  then  to  do  it  with  the  fittest  character,  from 
the  best  evidence  before  me,  without  regard  to  private  friend- 
ship or  other  considerations  that  might  warp  my  public  judg- 
ment. 


^The  address  from  the  inhabitants  of  Trenton  and  its  vicinity  is  dated  July  18,  and 
is  in  the  Washington  Papers.  This  answer  is  undated,  the  date  assigned  being  tentative. 
25 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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It  would  give  me,  and  I  am  sure  it  would  also  give  Mrs. 
Washington,  much  pleasure  to  hear  that  you  and  family  were 
living  comfortably  and  doing  well,  being,  Dear  Sir,  etc.26 

*ToBURGESBALL 

Philadelphia,  July  21, 1793. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have,  in  due  course  of  Post,  been  favoured  with 
your  letter  of  the  nth.  instant. 

I  thank  you  for  the  prompt  compliance  with  my  request,  as  I 
do  Mr.  Fitzhugh27  also  for  the  ready  belief  he  yielded  that 
I  would  do  nothing  unfriendly,  or  ungenteel  in  the  case  you 
were  desired  to  mention  to  him. 

Before  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I  had  dispatched  Howell 
Lewis  (who  was  first  to  go  to  Fredericksburg  for  purposes  of 
his  own)  to  Mount  Vernon;  but  had  I  known  at  the  time  that 
his  brother  Lawrence  would  have  undertaken  the  business,  I 
should  have  thought  him  (on  account  of  his  age)  the  most  eli- 
gable;  and  would  have  preferred  him  accordingly;  for,  possi- 
bly, if  he  had  chosen  to  continue  there,  his  conduct  might  have 
been  found  such,  as  to  supercede  the  necessity  of  employing  any 
other:  because,  as  I  could  place  entire  confidence  in  his  integ- 
rity, and  presume  I  may  do  so  in  his  Sobriety,  Industry,  care  and 
ceconomy,  with  strict  attention  to  the  conduct  of  the  Overseers, 
and  to  the  plans  marked  out  for  their  government,  my  business 
might  progress  as  well  under  his  auspices  as  under  that  of  any 
other  I  am  likely  to  get;  for  a  married  man  would  not  only 
be  inconvenient  for  me,  but  (by  keeping  a  separate  house) 
would  add  considerably  to  my  expences.  Whereas  a  single 
man,  whether  at  my  first  (if  from  his  walk  of  life  he  should 

28 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
27 Of  "Chatham." 
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be  entitled  to  it)  or  at  my  second  table,  would  with  respect  to 
his  board,  be  not  more  than  a  drop  in  the  Bucket. 

But  after  all,  is  not  Lawrence  Lewis  on  the  point  of  Matri- 
mony ?  Report  says  so;  and  if  truly,  it  would  be  an  effectual  bar 
to  a  permanent  establishment  in  my  business  as  I  never  again 
will  have  two  women  in  my  house  while  I  am  there  myself. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  I  may  another  year  want  Buck 
Wheat  for  my  Farms.  In  this  case  I  shall,  undoubtedly,  apply 
to  you,  supposing  much  of  it  will  be  brought  to  your  Mill.  My 
Sowing  of  Buck  Wheat  for  Manure,  is  over  for  diis  year,  and 
for  seed,  the  season  is  too  far  Spent.  Mrs.  Washington  unites 
with  me  in  every  good  wish  for  yourself  and  Mrs.  Ball,  and  with 
great  esteem  and  regard  I  am  etc. 

To  GOVERNOR  HENRY  LEE 
(Private) 

Philadelphia,  July  21, 1793. 

Dear  Sir :  I  should  have  thanked  you  at  an  earlier  period  for 
your  obliging  letter  of  the  14th.  ulto.  had  it  not  come  to  my 
hands  a  day  or  two  only  before  I  set  out  for  Mount  Vernon; 
and  at  a  time  when  I  was  much  hurried,  and  indeed  very  much 
perplexed  with  the  disputes,  memorials  and  what  not,  with 
which  the  Government  were  pestered  by  one  or  other  of 
the  petulant  representatives  of  the  powers  at  War:  and  because, 
since  my  return  to  this  City  (nine  days  ago)  I  have  been  more 
than  ever  overwhelmed  with  their  complaints.  In  a  word,  the 
trouble  they  give  is  hardly  to  be  described. 

My  journey  to  and  from  Mount  Vernon  was  sudden  and 
rapid,  and  as  short  as  I  could  make  it.  It  was  occasioned  by  the 
unexpected  death  of  Mr.  Whitting  (my  manager)  at  a  critical 
season  for  the  business  with  wch.  he  was  entrusted.  Where  to 
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supply  his  place,  I  know  not;  of  course  my  concerns  at  Mount 
Vernon  are  left  as  a  body  without  a  head;  but  this  by  the  bye. 

The  communications  in  your  letter  were  pleasing  and  grate- 
ful; for,  although  I  have  done  no  public  act  with  which  my 
mind  upbraids  me,  yet  it  is  highly  satisfactory  to  learn  that  the 
things  which  I  do  (of  an  interesting  tendency  to  the  peace  and 
happiness  of  this  Country)  are  generally  approved  by  my  fel- 
low Citizens.  But,  were  the  case  otherwise,  I  should  not  be  less 
inclined  to  know  the  sense  of  the  people  upon  every  matter  of 
great  public  concern;  for,  as  I  have  no  wish  superior  to  that 
of  promoting  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  this  Country,  so, 
consequently,  it  is  only  for  me  to  know  the  means  to  accomplish 
the  end,  if  it  be  within  the  compass  of  my  powers. 

That  there  are  in  this,  as  well  as  in  all  other  Countries,  dis- 
contented characters,  I  well  know;  as  also  that  these  characters 
are  actuated  by  very  different  views :  Some  good,  from  an  opin- 
ion that  the  measures  of  the  General  Government  are  impure: 
some  bad,  and  (if  I  might  be  allowed  to  use  so  harsh  an  expres- 
sion) diabolical;  inasmuch  as  they  are  not  only  meant  to  im- 
pede the  measures  of  that  Government  generally,  but  more 
especially  (as  a  great  mean  towards  the  accomplishment  of  it) 
to  destroy  the  confidence,  which  it  is  necessary  for  the  people  to 
place  (until  they  have  unequivocal  proof  of  demerit)  in  their 
public  servants;  for  in  this  light  I  consider  myself,  whilst  I  am 
an  occupant  of  office;  and,  if  they  were  to  go  further  and  call  me 
their  slave,  (during  this  period)  I  would  not  dispute  the  point. 

But  in  what  will  this  abuse  terminate  ?  The  result,  as  it  re- 
spects myself,  I  care  not;  for  I  have  a  consolation  within,  that 
no  earthly  efforts  can  deprive  me  of,  and  that  is,  that  neither 
ambitious  nor  interested  motives  have  influenced  my  conduct. 
The  arrows  of  malevolence,  therefore,  however  barbed  and 
well  pointed,  never  can  reach  the  most  vulnerable  part  of  me; 
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though,  whilst  I  am  up  as  a  mar\,  they  will  be  continually 
aimed.  The  publications  in  Freneau's  and  Beeche's  papers28 
are  outrages  on  common  decency;  and  they  progress  in  that 
style,  in  proportion  as  their  pieces  are  treated  with  contempt, 
and  are  passed  by  in  silence,  by  those  at  whom  they  are  aimed. 
The  tendency  of  them,  however,  is  too  obvious  to  be  mistaken 
by  men  of  cool  and  dispassionate  minds,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
ought  to  alarm  them;  because  it  is  difficult  to  prescribe  bounds 
to  the  effect. 
The  light  in  which  you  endeavored  to  place  the  views  and 

conduct  of  this  Country  to  Mr.  G ;29  and  the  sound  policy 

thereof,  as  it  respected  his  own,  was,  unquestionably  the  true 
one,  and  such  as  a  man  of  penetration,  left  to  himself,  would 
most  certainly  have  viewed  them  in;  but  mum  on  this  head. 
Time  may  unfold  more,  than  prudence  ought  to  disclose  at 
present.  As  we  are  told,  that  you  have  exchanged  the  rugged 
and  dangerous  field  of  Mars,  for  the  soft  and  pleasurable  bed 
of  Venus,30 1  do  in  this,  as  I  shall  in  every  thing  you  may  pursue 
like  unto  it  good  and  laudable,  wish  you  all  imaginable  success 
and  happiness  being,  with  esteem  &c.31 

To  WILLIAM  TILGHMAN 

Philadelphia,  July  21, 1793. 
Dear  Sir:  The  death  of  my  late  Manager,  Mr.  Anthy.  Whit- 
ting,  making  it  necessary  for  me  to  look  out  for  some  person  to 
supply  his  place,  I  take  the  advantage  of  your  polite  tender  of 
your  services  which  you  have  heretofore  been  so  obliging  as  to 

^Philip  Freneau's  National  Gazette,  Philadelphia,  and  Benjamin  Franklin  Bache's 
General  Advertiser,  Philadelphia. 
29  Genet. 

^Lee  married,  June  18,  1793,  Ann  Hill  Carter,  of  "Shirley." 
31  From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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make  me,  to  beg  your  assistance  in  obtaining  and  conveying 
to  me  information  of  such  characters  in  your  part  of  the  Coun- 
try, as  are  qualified  to  fill  that  station,  and  who  can  be  obtained 
for  that  purpose. 

Altho'  my  affairs  at  Mount  Vernon  suffer  much  at  present 
for  want  of  a  manager;  yet  I  have  thought  it  better  to  bear  this 
temporary  evil,  than  to  engage  one  immediately  who  might 
not  have  all  the  necessary  qualifications  for  that  place.  I  have 
directed  my  enquiries  for  a  manager  to  different  parts  of  the 
Country;  but  I  think  there  is  a  greater  probability  that  a  per- 
son may  be  found  in  the  best  farming  Counties  on  the  Eastern 
shore  of  Maryland  to  answer  my  purposes,  than  in  almost  any 
other  quarter;  for  there  seems  to  be  more  large  Estates  culti- 
vated altogether  in  the  farming  system  there  than  in  other  parts 
of  the  Country;  and  that  reclaiming  Swamps,  raising  Grass, 
Ditching,  Hedging  &c,  are  the  greatest  pursuits  on  my  Estate. 

It  is  hardly  possible,  and  indeed  it  is  not  necessary  here,  to 
point  out  minutely  all  the  qualifications  required  in,  or  duties 
expected  from  a  man  of  the  character  wanted.  The  leading 
points  in  such  a  person  must  be  a  compleat  knowledge  of  the 
farming  business  in  its  various  branches;  an  ability  to  plan  and 
direct  generally  the  business  of  four  or  five  large  farms,  adjoin- 
ing each  other,  but  under  seperate  Overseers;  and  a  sufficient 
acquaintance  with  business  and  accts.  to  enable  him  to  buy 
and  sell,  with  discretion  and  judgment,  such  things  as  may  be 
wanted  for  the  use  of  the  Estate,  and  to  be  disposed  of  from  it; 
and  to  keep  an  Account  of  the  same.  An  experience  of  many 
years  can  alone  give  the  first  qualification  mentioned;  and  a 
residence  of  some  years  in  a  part  of  the  Country  where  the  la- 
bour is  done  by  negroes,  and  having  had  the  management  of 
pretty  extensive  business  in  that  line,  can  only  give  the  sec- 
ond. For  the  third,  it  is  not  necessary  that  a  man  should  be  a 
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complete  Clerk,  or  particularly  conversant  in  mercantile  trans- 
actions. Perfect  honesty,  sobriety  and  industry  are  indispen- 
sable. In  fine,  if  I  could  [find]  a  man  as  well  qualified  for  my 
purposes  as  the  late  Mr.  Whitting  (whom  I  presume  you  know, 
as  he  managed  an  Estate  of  Gen.  Cadwallader's  in  your  neigh- 
borhood for  some  years)  I  should  esteem  myself  very  fortu- 
nate. A  single  man  would  suit  me  much  better  than  one  with 
a  family;  indeed  is  almost  indispensable,  as  he  would  live  at  the 
Mansion  house;  and  I  should  like  the  age  between  35  and  45,  as 
that  period  seems  most  likely  to  unite  experience  with  activity. 

The  names  of  the  following  persons  in  your  quarter  have 
been  mentioned  to  me  as  well  qualified  to  manage  a  large  Es- 
tate, vizt.  William  Pierce,32  who  has  done,  and  still  continues  to 
do  business  for  Mr.  Ringold,  recommended  by  Mr.  Ringold 
himself. 

Owen  Crow,  said  to  have  been  a  manager  for  Mr.  Chew  for 
some  years,  and  now  rents  land  and  negroes  from  him. 

James  Cannon,  said  to  have  been  an  Overseer,  and  in  some 
measure  a  manager  for  Mr.  Chew.  But  I  would  here  observe, 
that  a  man  may  be  a  good  farmer  and  an  excellent  Overseer  for 
a  single  plantation,  who  would  be  wholly  unequal  to  the  duties 
of  a  manager. 

Brisco,  on  an  Estate  of  the  deed.  Mr.  Chew  of  Her- 
ring-bay in  Cecil  County,  which,  I  am  informed  he  means  to 
quit.  This  person  is  rather  out  of  your  neighborhood;  but  it  is 
possible  you  may  know  or  hear  something  of  him;  from  Mr. 
Jacob  Hollingworth  of  Elkton  I  have  his  character. 

I  have  understood  also,  that  Mr.  Lloyd's  manager,  of  the 
name  of  Bryant,  intends  leaving  him.  If  this  should  be  the  case, 
and  he  can  be  well  recommended  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  I  confess  I 
should  feel  a  predilection  for  him,  because  I  know  Mr.  Lloyd 

32Pearce. 
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is  considered  as  one  of  the  largest  and  best  farmers  in  the  Coun- 
try, and  so  good  a  manager  himself,  that  he  would  not  employ 
a  man  who  did  not  fully  understand  his  business.  But  it  must 
be  remembered,  that  I  speak  of  this  person  merely  as  having 
heard  that  he  intended  leaving  Mr.  Lloyd,  and  was  well  quali- 
fied for  my  purposes;  for  I  would  not,  upon  any  consideration, 
have  a  measure  taken  in  my  behalf  that  would  look  like  draw- 
ing a  man  from  the  service  of  another,  to  whom  he  was  en- 
gaged, with  a  view  of  taking  him  into  mine. 

I  have  now,  Sir,  given  you  a  pretty  full  detail  of  my  wants 
and  wishes  on  this  subject,  and  shall  feel  obliged  by  any  infor- 
mation you  may  give  me  relative  to  it;  as  well  as  for  the  men- 
tion of  the  terms  upon  which  persons  of  the  character  before 
described,  are  employed  upon  large  Estates  on  the  Eastern  shore ; 
and  for  what  they  may  be  induced  to  go  to  Virginia.  The  Es- 
tate for  which  I  want  a  manager  lies  about  nine  miles  below 
Alexandria  on  the  river  Potomac,  and  12  from  the  Federal  City. 
I  am  &c.33 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Philadelphia,  July  22, 1793. 
Sir:  A  variety  of  matters  which  have  called  for  immediate 
attention,  have  prevented  my  taking  up  your  letter  of  the 
inst:  enclosing  one  from  our  Commissioners  at  Amsterdam, 
dated  the  1st  of  May  last.  It  appears  from  that  letter,  that  the 
reimbursement  of  one  million  of  florins,  due  on  the  1st  of  June 
1793,  has  been  prolonged  for  ten  years;  and  that  you  have 
made  considerable  remittances  to  them.  I  wish  therefore  to 
know,  whether  this  prolongation  of  reimbursement  may  not 
lessen  the  necessity  of  borrowing  to  so  great  an  amount  as 

From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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might  otherwise  be  expedient,  for  the  purpose  of  our  foreign 
Debt,  and  whether  these  remittances  do  not  operate  a  similar 
effect?34 

To  THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  SUPREME  COURT35 

Philadelphia,  July  23,  1793. 
Gentlemen :  The  circumstances  which  had  induced  me  to  ask 
your  counsel  on  certain  legal  questions  interesting  to  the  public, 
exist  now  as  they  did  then;  but  I  by  no  means  press  a  decision 
whereon  you  wish  the  advice  and  participation  of  your  absent 
brethren.  Whenever,  therefore,  their  presence  shall  enable  you 
to  give  it  with  more  satisfaction  to  yourselves,  I  shall  accept  it 
with  pleasure.38  With  sentiments  of  high  respect,  I  am  &c.34 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Philadelphia,  July  25, 1793. 

Sir:  A  letter  from  Colo.  S.  Smith  (of  Baltimore)  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  giving  information  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Privateers,  Citizen  Genet  and  Sans  Culottes,  is  sent  for  your 
perusal:  after  which  it  may  be  returned;  because  contained 
therein,  is  a  matter  which  respects  the  Treasury  Department 
solely. 

As  the  letter  of  the  Minister  from  the  Republic  of  France, 
dated  the  22d.  of  June,  lyes  yet  to  be  answered;  and  as  the  Offi- 
cial conduct  of  that  Gentleman,  relatively  to  the  Affairs  of  this 
Government,  will  have  to  undergo  a  very  serious  consideration 
(so  soon  as  the  Special  Court  at  which  the  Attorney  General  is 
now  engaged  will  allow  him  to  attend  with  convenience)  in 

From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

35  John  Jay,  chief  justice;  James  Wilson,  James  Iredell,  and  William  Paterson,  asso- 
ciate justices. 

MThe  answer  of  the  justices  is  not  now  found  in  the  Washington  Papers.  It  is 
printed  in  Corres.  and  Public  Papers  of  John  fay,  by  H.  P.  Johnston  (vol.  3,  p.  487). 
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order  to  decide  upon  measures  proper  to  be  taken  thereupon: 
It  is  my  desire  that  all  the  letters  to,  and  from  that  Minister  may 
be  ready  to  be  laid  before  me,  the  heads  of  Departments  and 
the  Attorney  General,  with  whom  I  shall  advise  with  on  the 
occasion,  together  with  the  minutes  of  such  Official  Oral  com- 
munications as  you  may  have  held  with  him  on  the  subjects  of 
those  letters  &ca.  And  as  the  Memorials  from  the  British  Min- 
ister, and  answers  thereto,  are  materially  connected  therewith, 
it  will  be  proper,  I  conceive,  to  have  these  ready  also.37 

To  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE 
DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

Philadelphia,  July  25, 1793. 

Gentlemen:  I  enclose,  for  your  information,  the  copy  of  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  me,  on  the  subject  of  the 
objections  made  to  Doctor  Thornton's  plan  of  a  Capitol.  By 
this  letter  you  will  see,  that  after  a  candid  discussion,  it  was 
found  that  the  objections  stated,  were  considered  as  valid  by 
both  the  persons  chosen  by  Doctor  Thornton  as  practical  Archi- 
tects and  competent  judges  of  things  of  this  kind ;  and  one  of 
them  (Mr.  Carstairs38)  who  appeared  to  have  studied  the  mat- 
ter with  most  attention,  pronounced  them  irremidiable  with- 
out an  alteration  in  some  parts  of  the  plan;  the  other  (Colo. 
Williams)  proposed  certain  methods  for  obviating  some  of  the 
objections,  but  in  what  manner  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed 
letter. 

The  plan  produced  by  Mr.  Hallet,  altho'  preserving  the  orig- 
inal ideas  of  Doctor  Thornton,  and  such  as  might,  upon  the 
whole,  be  considered  as  his  plan,  was  free  from  those  objections, 

"From  the  Jefferson  Papers;  also  noted  in  Jefferson's  "Note  given  to  the  Presidt." 
(July  26)  in  the  Jefferson  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
^ThomasC?)  Carstairs. 
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and  was  pronounced  by  the  Gentlemen  on  the  part  of  Doctr. 
Thornton,  as  the  one  which  they,  as  practical  Architects,  would 
chuse  to  execute.  Besides  which,  you  will  see,  that,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  those  Gentlemen,  the  plan  executed  according  to  Mr. 
Hallet's  ideas  would  not  cost  more  than  one  half  of  what  it 
would  if  executed  according  to  Doctr.  Thornton's. 

After  these  opinions,  there  could  remain  no  hesitation  how 
to  decide;  and  Mr  Hoben  was  accordingly  informed  that  the 
foundation  would  be  begun  upon  the  plan  as  exhibited  by  Mr. 
Hallet,  leaving  the  recess  in  the  East  front  open  for  further 
consideration.  If  this  meets  your  ideas  the  work  of  that  build- 
ing will  progress  as  fast  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

It  seems  to  be  the  wish  that  the  Portico  of  the  East  front, 
which  was  in  Doctor  Thornton's  original  plan,  should  be  pre- 
served in  this  of  Mr.  Hallet's.  The  recess  which  Mr.  Hallet 
proposes  in  that  front,  strikes  every  one  who  has  viewed  the 
plan,  unpleasantly,  as  the  space  between  the  two  wings  or  pro- 
jections is  too  contracted  to  give  it  the  noble  appearance  of  the 
buildings  of  which  it  is  an  imitation;  and  it  has  been  intimated 
that  the  reason  of  his  proposing  the  recess  instead  of  a  portico, 
is  to  make  it  in  one  essential  feature  different  from  Doctr. 
Thornton's  plan.  But  whether  the  Portico  or  the  recess  should 
be  finally  concluded  upon  will  make  no  difference  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  foundation  of  the  building,  except  in  that 
particular  part,  and  Mr.  Hallet  is  directed  to  make  such  sketches 
of  the  Portico,  before  the  work  will  be  affected  by  it,  as  will 
shew  the  advantage  or  disadvantage  thereof.  The  ostensible 
objection  of  Mr.  Hallet  to  the  adoption  of  Doctor  Thornton's 
East  front  is  principally  the  deprivation  of  light  and  air,  in  a 
degree,  from  the  Apartments  designed  for  the  Senate  and  Rep- 
resentatives. With  very  great  regard,  I  am  etc.39 

39  In  the  writing  of  Tobias  Lear.  From  the  Letters  of  the  Presidents  of  the  United- 
States  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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*TO  ROBERT  LEWIS 

Philadelphia,  July  26, 1793. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  17th.  instant  came  duly  to  hand, 
I  am  sorry  you  let  Major  Harrison's  land  slip  through  your  fin- 
gers, but  it  is  only  one  among  a  variety  of  instances  which  might 
be  adduced  of  the  disadvantages  which  attend  the  postpone- 
ment of  business,  and  serves  to  prove  the  verity  of  an  old  prov- 
erb "that  nothing  should  be  put  off  until  the  morrow  that  can 
be  done  today."  A  month  or  two  ago  He  would,  I  dare  say, 
readily  have  taken  40s.  an  acre  for  his  Land,  and  that  sum  I 
would  have  given.  I  have  received  no  letter  from  you  lately  on 
this  subject. 

Enclosed  is  the  only  information  I  can  give  you  respecting 
my  lots  in  the  Town  and  Common  of  Winchester. 

The  draught  on  Mr  Hill  has  not  yet  been  presented.  The 
dangerous  illness  of  Mrs  Lear  (which,  more  than  probable  will 
terminate  in  her  death,  unless  a  considerable  change  takes  place 
in  24  hours)  has  been  the  cause  of  it. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  your  indisposition.  My  best  wishes,  in 
which  Mrs  Washington  unites,  are  presented  to  Mrs  Lewis,  I 
am,  etc. 

28th.  Mrs  Lear  died  at  4  o'clock  this  afternoon.40 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  AND 
GENERAL  ANDREW  PICKENS 

Philadelphia,  July  26, 1793. 
In  addition  to  the  information  given  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  Genl.  Pickins  the  24th.  instant,  answers  to  the  following 
queries  are  requested. 

From  a  facsimile  in  a  sales  catalogue,  1924—25.    " 
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ist.  In  how  short  a  time  after  full  powers  are  received,  by 
General  Pickins  for  instance,  at  his  own  house,  could  an  Expe- 
dition of  the  magnitude  mentioned  in  the  information,  be  in 
readiness  to  move  from  the  appointed  rendezvous,  or  place  of 
departure  on  the  frontiers  ? 

2d.  What  quota  of  the  aggregate  force  designated  for  such 
an  Expedition  ought  the  several  States  therein  mentioned  to 
furnish?  and  can  such  quota  be  obtained  from  the  frontier 
Counties,  and  of  proper  men  ? 

3d.  Ought  not  the  frontier  Counties  of  Virginia  (bordering 
on  the  South  Western  territory)  to  afford  their  aid  of  Men,  and 
in  what  proportion  ? 

4th.  Is  the  enumerated  force  intended  to  comprehend  an 
Expedition  against  the  Cherokees  also,  or  is  it  confined  solely 
to  the  Creeks  ? 

5th.  If  it  is  not,  what  force  would  be  necessary  for  that  Serv- 
ice, if  the  disposition  of  that  Nation  should  render  offensive 
measures  expedient  ?  and 

6th.  Who  would  be  a  fit  character  to  command  such  an  Ex- 
pedition ?  And  ought  it  to  be  subordinate  to,  or  independent  of 
the  other  ? 

7th.  At  what  season  do  the  Southern  streams  usually  swell 
much  ?  Are  they  not  generally  low  until  the  month  of  January, 
and  oftentimes  longer  ? 

8th.  If  there  should  be  some  part  of  the  beforementioned 
Nations  of  Indians  disposed  to  peace,  can  any  effectual  mode  of 
discrimination  be  adopted  other  than  withdrawing,  and  fixing 
them  in  some  place  or  places  within  the  frontier  by  which  they 
could  be  saved  harmless,  and  rendered  inoffensive  ?  And  what 
disadvantages  v/ould  result  from  the  attempt,  in  any  manner, 
to  our  operations,  from  its  being  the  means  of  disclosing  our 
intentions  ? 41 


'Pickens's  answers  are  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Philadelphia,  July  27, 1793. 
Dear  Sir:  After  giving  the  subject  of  Loans  the  most  atten- 
tive consideration  I  am  able  under  the  several  explanations 
which  have  been  required  and  received  from  you,  my  mind  has 
resolved  itself  into  the  form  of  the  enclosed  paper.  But  if  there 
is  any  material  objection  to  the  measure  there  directed  unad- 
verted  to  by  me,  I  am  ready  and  willing  to  hear  it;  otherwise  it 
may  be  carried  into  effect  without  delay.  There  is  a  blank  to  fill 
up,  to  do  which  I  pray  you  to  furnish  me  with  the  sum.  I  am  etc.42 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Philadelphia,  July  27,  1793. 

Sir:  I  have  considered  your  application  for  liberty  to  borrow 
three  millions  of  Florins  in  addition  to  the  one  million,  now  in 
train  of  being  borrowed. 

It  appears  from  the  documents  which  you  have  laid  before 
me  that  284,901  Dollars  89  Cents  have  been  applied  to  the  pur- 
chase of  the  general  debt;  and  that  by  the  Act  of  2d.  March 
1793,  200,000  dollars,  of  the  money  for  that  use,  have  been 
employed  in  discharging  the  installment  due  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  The  sum  then  which  may  still  be  borrowed 
under  the  Act  of  the  12  of  August  1790,  being  1,515,098  Dol- 
lars 1 1  Cents,  and  it  being  very  desirable  to  embrace  the  present 
season  for  purchasing,  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  loan  should  be 
opened  to  that  amount. 

In  like  manner,  as  the  balance  of  foreign  loans,  now  in 
the  Treasury,  which  appears  from  the  same  documents  to  be 
565,484  D.  28  Cts.  may  be  absorbed  by  the  installments  of  the 

"From  die  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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French  Debt  due  in  September  and  November  next ;  and  an- 
other installment  of  the  Dutch  loan  will  fall  due  in  June  1794 
and  will  require  the  sum  of  1,000,000  of  florins,  I  am  also  of 
opinion  that  a  Loan  ought  to  be  effected  to  that  amount.43 

To  THE  HEADS  OF  DEPARTMENTS  AND  THE 
ATTORNEY  GENERAL 

Philadelphia,  July  29, 1793. 

Gentlemen :  It  will  not  be  amiss,  I  conceive,  at  the  meeting 
you  are  about  to  have  to-day,  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
directing  the  Custom-house  Officers  to  be  attentive  to  the  arm- 
ing or  equipping  Vessels,  either  for  offensive  or  defensive  war, 
in  the  several  ports  to  which  they  belong;  and  make  report 
thereof  to  the  Governor  or  some  other  proper  Officer. 

Unless  this,  or  some  other  effectual  mode  is  adopted  to  check 
this  evil  in  the  first  stage  of  its  growth,  the  Executive  of  the 
U  States  will  be  incessantly  harassed  with  complaints  on  this 
head,  and  probably  when  it  may  be  difficult  to  afford  a  remedy.43 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Philadelphia,  July  31,  1793. 
Dear  Sir :  As  there  are  several  matters,  whh.  must  remain  in 
a  suspended  state,  perhaps  not  very  conveniently,  until  a  deci- 
sion is  had  on  the  conduct  of  the  Minister  of  the  French  Re- 
public; and  as  the  Attorney  General  will,  more  than  probably, 
be  engaged  at  the  Supreme  Court  next  week:  It  is  my  wish, 
under  these  circumstances,  to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of 
the  Letters  of  that  Minister  tomorrow  at  Nine  o'clock;  I  there- 
fore desire  you  will  be  here  at  that  hour  and  bring  with  you  all 

13 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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his  letters,  your  answers,  and  such  other  papers  as  are  con- 
nected therewith. 

As  the  consideration  of  this  business  may  require  some  time, 
I  should  be  glad  if  you  and  the  other  gentlemen  would  take  a 
family  dinner  with  me  at  four  o'clock.  No  other  company  is, 
or  will  be  invited.  lam  &c.44 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Philadelphia,  August  3,  1793. 

Dr.  Sir:  Motives  of  Justice,  friendship  and  candour  induce 
me  to  send  the  enclosed  for  your  perusal.  Let  me  know  the 
truth  of  this  matter,  what  answer  is  proper  to  be  given  to  it, 
and  by  whom. 

The  writer  is  urgent  to  receive  one,  having  called  once  or 
twice  since  the  delivery  of  it,  for  this  purpose.  I  am  etc.45 

*To  THE  HEADS  OF  DEPARTMENTS  AND  THE 
ATTORNEY  GENERAL 

Philadelphia,  August  3, 1793. 

Gentlemen:  Fresh  occurences,  but  communicated  through 
private  channels,  make  it  indispensable  that  the  general  princi- 
ples which  have  already  been  the  subject  of  discussion,  should 
be  fixed  and  made  known  for  the  government  of  all  concerned, 
as  soon  as  it  can  be,  with  propriety. 

To  fix  rules  on  substantial  and  impartial  ground,  conform- 
ably to  treaties,  and  the  Laws  of  Nations,  is  extremely  desirable.46 

"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

^The  following  note  is  entered  below  this  letter  in  the  "Letter  Book":  "The  en- 
closed, alluded  to  above,  was  a  complaint  from  A.  G.  Fraunces,  respecting  the  with- 
holding payment  of  Certificates  which  he  conceived  he  was  entitled  to;  and  which  his 
statement  explains." 

^These  rules  as  agreed  upon  were  signed  by  Jefferson,  Hamilton,  Knox,  and  Ran- 
dolph, August  3,  and  forwarded  to  the  President  that  same  day.  They  are  in  the 
Washington  Papers. 
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The  Virdict  of  the  late  Jury,  in  the  case  of  Henneld,47  and 
the  decision  of  yesterday  respecting  the  French  Minister,  added 
to  the  situation  of  Indian  affairs,  and  the  general  complexion 
of  public  matters,  induce  me  to  ask  your  advice  whether  it  be 
proper,  or  not,  to  convene  the  Legislature  at  an  earlier  day  than 
diat  on  which  it  is  to  meet,  by  Law  ? i8  And  if  it  be  thought 
advisable,  at  what  time  ? 40 

ToHYLANDCROW 

Philadelphia,  August  4,  1793. 

By  a  Letter  which  I  have  just  received  from  my  Nephew, 
Mr.  Lewis,50  at  Mount  Vernon,  he  informs  me  that  you  are  ap- 
plying to  have  your  wages  raised.  This,  I  think,  was  the  case 
last  year,  and  may  be  the  case  another  year.  Nor  is  this  all,  for 
when  one  succeeds,  another  comes  forward;  a  stop  therefore 
might  as  well  be  put  to  these  kind  of  cravings  at  one  time  as  at 
another.  However,  as  your  crop  was  the  most  productive  of 
any  I  made  last  year;  and  as  I  hope  the  present  one  will  not  be 
bad,  if  properly  taken  care  of,  I  agree,  by  way  of  encouraging 
your  future  exertions,  to  raise  your  wages  to  Forty  pounds  next 
year;  and  make  you  the  same  allowance  of  provisions  and  other 
things  as,  by  agreement,  you  were  to  receive  this  year. 

To  make  an  attempt  after  this,  to  encrease  your  wages,  will 
be  fruitless;  and  I  mention  it,  that  whenever  you  want  more, 

47  Gideon  Henfield,  stated  to  be  an  officer  in  the  service  of  the  French  Republic,  had 
been  arrested  on  the  privateer  Citizen  Genet,  and  imprisoned.  Genet  had  claimed  the 
intervention  of  the  President  for  his  release. 

Separate  opinions  from  Hamilton,  Jefferson,  Knox,  and  Randolph,  on  the  question 
of  convening  Congress,  were  submitted  to  the  President.  Jefferson  was  the  only  Cabi- 
net officer  who  approved  convening  Congress.  All  the  opinions  are  in  the  Washington 
Papers.  Randolph's  reveals  that  "At  a  past  day  this  question  was  agitated;  and  it  was 
the  unanimous  opinion,  that  congress  should  not  then  be  called.  A  revival  of  that 
opinion  confirms  me  in  its  propriety." 

49  From  the  Jefferson  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

60 Howell  Lewis. 
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you  must  seek  for  it  elsewhere.  Forty  pounds  per  annum, 
clear  of  all  expences,  whether  the  winds  blow  high  or  blow 
low,  whether  the  ground  is  deluged  with  rain,  or  laid  waste  by 
a  parching  drought;  by  either  of  which,  and  by  many  other 
casualties,  crops  may  be  destroyed,  though  the  expences  in- 
curred in  the  making  do  not  lessen,  nor  the  mouths  which  are 
to  be  fed,  nor  the  backs  which  are  to  be  clothed  do  not  decrease, 
is  equal  to  the  chance  of  double  that  sum  in  a  proportion  of  the 
Crop;  which,  was  it  not  for  the  labour  spent  in  making  mead- 
ows, and  other  jobs,  some  on  and  others  off  the  farm,  I  had 
much  rather  give;  but  have  been  restrained  from  doing  it  to 
avoid  grumbling;  and  because  I  may  apply  the  hands  at  such 
places  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  me,  or  my  manager,  should 
seem  most  conducive  to  my  interest,  when  no  other  was  to  be 
affected  by  it.  With  this  explanation  of  my  sentiments,  I  re- 
main etc.51 

*  To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Philadelphia,  August  4, 1793. 

Sir:  If  the  heads  of  Departments  and  the  Attorney  General, 
who  have  prepared  the  eight  rules  which  you  handed  to  me 
yesterday,  are  well  satisfied  that  they  are  not  repugnant  to 
treaties,  or  to  the  Laws  of  Nations;  and  moreover  are  the  best 
we  can  adopt  to  maintain  Neutrality ;  I  not  only  give  them  my 
approbation,  but  desire  they  may  be  made  known  without 
delay  for  the  information  of  all  concerned. 

The  same  expression  will  do  for  the  other  paper,  which  has 
been  subscribed  as  above,  and  submitted  to  my  consideration, 
for  restoring  or  making  restitution  of  Prizes  under  the  circum- 
stances therein  mentioned.52 


51  From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
"This  paper  is  in  the  Washington  Papers  under  date  of  Aug.  5,  1793. 
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It  is  proper  you  should  be  informed,  that  the  Minister  of 
France  intends  to  leave  this  City  for  New  York  tomorrow;  and 
not  amiss,  perhaps,  to  know,  that,  in  mentioning  the  season- 
able aids  of  hands,  which  the  Ambuscade  received  from  the 
French  Indiaman,  the  day  preceding  her  meeting  the  Boston, 
he  added,  that  Seamen  would  no  longer  be  wanting,  as  he  had 
now  1500  at  his  command.  This  being  the  case  (although  the 
allusion  was  to  the  Subject  he  was  then  speaking  upon,)  some 
of  these  Men  may  be  employed  in  the  equipment  of  other  Pri- 
vateers, other  than  those  now  in  existence;  as  the  right  of  fit- 
ting out  such,  in  our  Ports  is  asserted  in  unequivocal  terms. 

Was  the  propriety  of  convening  the  Legislature  at  an  earlier 
day  than  that  on  which  it  is  to  assemble  by  Law,  considered 
yesterday  ? 

The  late  decree  of  the  National  Convention  of  France,  dated 
the  9th.  of  May,  authorising  their  Ships  of  War  and  Armed 
Vessels  to  stop  any  Neutral  Vessels  loaded  in  whole,  or  in  part 
with  Provisions,  and  send  them  into  their  Ports,  adds  another 
motive  for  the  adoption  of  this  measure.53 

*ToBURGESBALL 

Philadelphia,  August  4, 1793. 
Dear  Sir:  Previously  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  25th. 
ulto,  some  persons  had  been  mentioned  to  me  as  well  qualified 
for  the  superintendence  of  my  business  at  Mount  Vernon;  and 
until  something  is  decided  with  respect  to  them  (letters  having 
passed  on  the  Subject)  I  can  say  nothing  further  with  respect 
to  Mr.  Lawrence  Lewis.  So  much  am  I  engaged  in  public  busi- 
ness, and  so  little  have  I  it  in  my  power  to  visit,  or  attend  to  may 
private  concerns,  that  it  becomes  extremely  necessary  (besides 

53 From  the  ]efferso?i  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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fidility)  to  have  an  experienced  and  skilful  man,  of  some 
weight,  to  manage  my  business;  one  whose  judgment  is  able  to 
direct  him  in  cases  which  may  arise  out  of  circumstances  that 
can  neither  be  foreseen,  nor  previously  guarded  against. 

What  the  age  of  Mr.  Lawrence  Lewis  is,  what  opportunities 
he  may  have  had  to  acquire  any  knowledge  in  the  manage- 
ment of  a  Farm.  What  his  disposition,  whether  active  or  indo- 
lent. Whether  clear  in  his  perceptions,  and  of  good  judgment. 
Whether  Sober  and  sedate,  or  fond  of  amusements  and  run- 
ning about,  with  other  queries  which  might  be  asked,  as  well 
applying  to  a  young  man  just  entering  on  the  career  of  life; 
are  all  matters  to  which  I  am  an  entire  stranger;  and  if  you  can 
give  me  information  respecting  them,  I  shall  thank  you. 

You  will  readily  perceive  that  my  sole  object  in  these  enquiries 
is  to  ascertain  the  competency  of  a  character  to  whom  I  should 
commit  an  important  trust;  consequently,  going  no  farther, 
can  operate  nothing  to  the  prejudice  of  my  Nephew,  whatever, 
in  confidence,  you  may  say  to  me  on  the  foregoing  points  and 
such  others  as  may  occur  to  you. 

So  far  as  integrity,  and  I  presume  sobriety,  would  qualify 
him,  I  shd.  give  him  my  entire  confidence;  but  though  these 
are  very  essential,  something  more,  circumstanced  as  I  am,  is 
equally  necessary.  Was  I  at  home  myself,  I  should  prefer  a 
person  connected  with  me  as  he  is,  to  a  more  skilful  man  that 
was  not  (provided  he  had  no  thoughts  of  soon  forming  a  mat- 
rimonial alliance)  because  he  could  aid  me  in  attentions  to 
company,  which  I  should  stand  as  much  in  need  of,  as  of  one 
to  look  after  my  Estate;  as  my  disposition  would  lead  me  to 
endulge  in  retirement  whenever  I  shall  quit  my  public  walks. 
My  love  to  Mrs.  Ball  and  your  family,  in  wch.  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton joins;  with  sincere  regard  and  friendp.  &c.54 

"From  the  Ball  Deposit  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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To  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE 
CITY  OF  HARTFORD 

[August  4, 1793.] 
Fellow  Citizens :  The  Address 55  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City 
of  Hartford  contains  sentiments  too  favorable  to  the  public 
weal,  too  partial  to  myself  not  to  claim  and  receive  my  affec- 
tionate acknowledgments. 

It,  at  the  same  time,  affords  a  new  proof  of  that  characteristic 
love  of  order  and  peace ;  of  that  virtuous  and  enlightened  zeal, 
for  the  public  good,  which  distinguishes  the  Inhabitants  of 
Connecticut. 

'Tis  from  dispositions  like  these  that  we  may  hope  to  avoid 
an  interruption  of  the  numerous  blessings  which  demand  our 
gratitude  to  Heaven;  or  that  we  may  be  encouraged  to  meet 
with  firmness,  confiding  in  the  protection  of  a  just  Providence, 
any  attempts  to  disturb  them,  which  intemperance  or  injustice, 
from  whatever  quarter,  may  at  any  time  make  it  our  duty  to 
encounter.56 


55  To  which  this  letter  is  the  answer,  is  dated  August  2,  and  is  entered  in  the  "Letter 
Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers.  It  said  in  part:  "We  are  fully  convinced,  that  an 
impartial  Neutrality  is  the  wish  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State,  and  that  your  procla- 
mation was  received  by  them  with  cordial  satisfaction  and  approbation." 

""From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

On  August  4  Washington  wrote  to  Howell  Lewis  a  long  letter  of  instructions. 
From  an  ignorantly  made  copy  in  the  Toner  Transcripts,  the  following  excerpts  are 
given: 

"You  have  neglected  in  the  general  Report,  as  the  Overseers  had  before  done  in 
their  individual  ones,  to  give  an  account  of  the  stock,  work  horses  and  occurences 
[sic]  which  had  taken  place  the  week.  This  I  expect  will  be  repaired;  and  for  this 
purpose  it  was,  I  gave  you  a  general  Report  of  Mr.  Whittings,  that  you  might  see  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  made.  ...  I  shall  agree,  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed 
letter  (left  open  for  you  to  read)  to  raise  Crow's  Wages  to  ^40,  because  his  charge 
is  great  and  I  believe  he  is  as  good  as  any  I  could  get  for  that  Wages:  Desire  him  to 
see  the  Grass-Seed  sown  in  the  Swamp  he  has  been  plowing,  so  soon  as  he  can  get  it 
in  perfect  order,  and  laid  smooth.  He  has  already  been  instructed  as  to  the  mode  of 
doing  it,  and  quantity  of  Seed  to  the  Acre.  .  .  .  The  same  directions  will  do  for 
McKoy  .  .  .  you  will  give  him  a  pretty  strong  hint  that  I  can  have  no  conception  of 
what  he  is  employing  his  force  about,  especially  the  Hoe  people:  as  he  has  not  more 
corn,  than  eight  hands  instead  of  18  are  fully  competent  to:  and  when  he  knows  the 
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To  ROBERT  TOWNSEND  HOOE 

Philadelphia,  August  7,  1793. 
Dear  Sir :  The  commissioners  having  given  it  as  their  opin- 
ion that  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds  Virginia  Currency 

additional  ones  was  sent  there  for  the  express  purpose  of  reclaiming  and  putting 
those  swamps  into  Grass.  He  must  be  either  a  very  idle  fellow  or  of  hasty  judgment 
not  to  arrange  the  work  of  his  people  to  better  advantage.  .  .  .  All  possible  dispatch 
should  be  made  by  Butler  to  get  done  with  his  Hay.  that  the  Waggon  and  a  Cart,  if 
it  can  be  usefully  employed,  may  assist  Stuart!  And  as  soon  as  all  the  wheat  at  one 
place  is  in,  the  Carts  belonging  to  it,  ought  to  be  sent  to  some  other  .  .  .  until  all  the 
grain  is  got  in.  .  .  . 

"Enquire  of  Peter  if  any  of  the  Eleven  brood  Mares  (not  hitherto  used)  are  without 
Colts  and  used  to  the  Draught  if  so,  let  a  couple  of  them  be  sent  to  Mr.  Stuart  to  en- 
crease  his  operative  Plows.  But  tell  him  at  the  same  time,  that  it  is  inconceivable  to 
me,  that  out  of  ten  Plow  teams,  that  is,  20  horses  and  Mules,  which  I  am  certain  was 
the  Report  to  me,  until  they  ceased  to  report  this  matter  at  all,  he  should  be  able  to 
work  but  7  Plows.  This  matter  wants  explanation,  and  I  expect  to  receive  it. 

"Let  Mr.  Stuart  be  informed  also  that  he  must  not  feed  another  grain  of  Corn  to 
his  Work  horses.  Cut  Oats  must  be  given  to  them:  and  if  the  Clover  Hay  is  eatable 
he  may  give  them  some  of  that  also,  for  I  find  by  your  account  of  the  stock  of  Corn 
on  hand,  compared  with  the  week  by  issues  to  my  Negroes,  there  is  not  more  than 
enough  to  serve  them  until  the  end  of  October. 

"if  you  could  buy  one  or  two  hundred  bushels  of  Eastern  Shore  Oats,  for  the  use 
of  Horses,  that  may  accidentally  come  to  Mansion  House,  and  for  my  own  if  I  should 
be  able  to  reach  that  place,  it  would  be  very  proper.  For  this  and  other  purposes 
which  may  occur,  I  send  you  a  Bank  note  for  100  Dollars;  which  you  may  change  at 
the  Collectors  in  Alexandria  (Colo  Fitzgerald's)  or  any  other,  for  Cash.  Keep  an 
account  of  your  expenditures,  and  be  careful  in  laying  the  money  out.  .  .  .  When  will 
the  Mansion  house  People  be  done  Hay  Making;  and  what  do  they  go  about  next? 
The  Potato  Grd  will,  I  hope,  be  next  worked  whensoever  they  get  into  it  for  the 
reasons  mentioned  in  former  letters.  And  advise  with  Butler  whether  the  Oat  ground 
at  Mansion  house,  which  you  say  is  so  thinly  spread  with  the  Grass  that  was  sown 
along  with  the  Oats,  might  not,  where  wanting,  have  clover  and  Orchard  Grass 
scattered  in  sufficient  quantity  over  it,  and  harrowed  in,  as  it  now  is,  without  plowing 
the  ground.  If  it  is  not  sprung  up  much  with  weeds  I  should  think  this  mode  would 
do.  But  it  is  impossible  for  me  at  this  distance  and  unacquaintedness  with  the  real 
state  of  the  ground  to  give  any  precise  opinion  on  what  is  best  to  be  done.  .  .  . 

"And  desire  all  the  Overseers  to  be  very  regular  in  penning  their  stock  and  not  to 
keep  the  Pens  long  in  a  place.  The  doing  of  the  latter  destroy  the  use  of  manure,  for 
one  part  of  the  field  is  made  so  rich  by  it,  that  the  grain  all  lodges,  and  the  rest  is  left 
too  poor  to  bring  anything. 

"Mr.  Dandridge  by  Wednesday's  Post,  sent  Bill  of  Lading  for  the  articles  that  were 
shipped  in  Ell  wood;  let  them  be  brought  home  as  soon  as  they  arrive  at  Alexandria. 
Among  these  things  is  leather,  which  is  only  to  be  given  out  a  side  at  a  time,  and  that 
I  may  be  sure  it  is  cut  to  advantage,  see  a  midling  sized  one  of  each  sort  cut  out, 
that  you  may  thereafter  form  an  accurate  opinion  of  what  they  ought  to  yield. 

"Know  from  Thos  Green  what  transactions  there  could  be  between  Mr.  Whitting 
and  him,  to  raise  an  Acct.  to  £  6.2.3.  Let  the  several  articles  of  the  account  be  enu- 
merated and  advise  him  to  be  cautious  in  what  he  is  about,  lest  he  bring  himself  into 
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would  be  a  proper  compensation  to  Mr.  Keith  for  the  trouble 
he  has  had  with  the  Accts.  relating  to  Colo.  Colville's  estate,57 
I  have  given  him  a  draught  upon  you  for  that  sum,  which  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  pay  out  of  the  ballance  that  may  remain 
in  your  hands  due  to  me  after  settling  the  Acct.  of  Mr.  Bennets. 
As  this  ballance  will  not  be  payable  to  me  till  the  middle  of 
Septr,  I  suppose  it  will  be  convenient  for  Mr.  Keith  to  wait 
until  that  time,  unless  it  should  be  equally  as  convenient  for 
you  to  pay  it  when  the  order  is  presented  as  at  this  time. 
I  am  etc.58 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Philadelphia,  August  8, 1793. 
The  present  being,  and  being  likely  to  continue  for  some 
time  a  favorable  season  for  purchases  of  the  Public  Debt,  and 
as  it  appears  that  the  whole,  or  the  greatest  part  of  the  unex- 
pended monies  of  the  foreign  loans  heretofore  made,  will  be 
requisite  for  satisfying  the  approaching  installments  of  our 
Debt  to  France,  which  it  has  been  judged  expedient  to  pay 
without  deduction  for  any  prior  advance.  It  appearing  more- 
over from  the  statements  submitted  by  you  to  my  consideration, 
that  of  the  sum  authorised  to  be  borrowed  by  the  Act  intitled 
"an  Act  making  provision  for  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt," 

some  scrape,  for  it  is  morally  certain  that  Mr.  Whining  could  not  owe  him  a  shilling. 
You  must  have  a  particular  eye  to  this  fellow,  for  a  more  worthless  one  does  not,  I 
believe  live.  Nothing  but  compassion  for  his  helpless  family  would  induce  me  to  re- 
tain him  a  moment  in  my  service. 

"Look  in  the  Book  case  in  my  Study,  and  in  the  Apartment  under  it,  also  in  the 
closets  in  the  said  Study  for  Pamphlets,  and  send  every  single  one  you  can  find,  well 
and  securely  packed  up,  by  Ellwood.  The  family  are  in  health  and  wishing  you  well,  I 
am  etc. 

"P.  S.   A  Dutch  News  Paper  is  sent  for  the  Gardner." 

57  On  August  6  Lear  wrote  to  Keith,  inclosing  a  draft  for  £  140  Virginia  currency. 
This  letter  is  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

68 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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there  may  still  be  procured  for  the  purpose  of  that  act  the  sum 
of  one  million  five  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  and  ninety 
eight  Dollars  and  Eleven  cents : 

I  do  therefore  direct  and  require  that  you  take  immediate 
measures  for  obtaining  a  Loan  or  Loans  to  the  extent  of  the 
sum  aforesaid,  to  be  applied  to  purchases  of  the  public  debt 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  above  mentioned. 

Provided  always  that  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  said 
loan  or  loans  shall  be  according  to  Law.59 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Philadelphia,  August  10, 1793. 

Dear  Sir:  I  thank  you  for  giving  me  the  perusal  of  the  letters 
to  you,  which  are  herewith  returned.  And  I  pray  you  to  draught, 
on  my  behalf,  what  you  may  conceive  to  be  a  short,  but  proper 
and  respectful  response  to  the  letter  of  the  Chairman,  or  to  the 
resolves,  or  to  both  as  you  shall  judge  best  (for  they  come  in  a 
form  so  unusual  that  I  scarcely  know  the  mode  that  will  be 
most  eligable)  and  let  me  be  furnished  therewith  tomorrow 
evening,  or  early  on  Monday  Morning. 

Query.  If  the  introduction  of  G C 60  in  the  resolu- 
tions, affords  a  good  occasion  to  notice  the  promptness  and  effi- 
cacy of  his  aid,  and  that  of  all  the  Governors  (as  far  as  facts  are 

raFrom  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

On  August  8  Washington  authorized  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  negotiate  a 
loan  of  1,000,000  florins  to  be  applied  to  the  discharge  of  an  installment  due  to 
Holland  on  June  i,  1794.  This  authorization  is  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the 
Washington  Papers. 

On  this  same  day  (August  8)  Washington  also  wrote  briefly  to  the  Secretary  of 
State:  "The  answer  to  Mr.  Hammonds  letter  is  conformable  to  the  measures  which 
have  been  advised:  and  of  course  is  approved."  This  note  is  in  the  Jefferson  Papers 
in  the  Library  of  Congress,  and  a  press  copy  of  Jefferson's  letter  to  Hammond,  dated 
August  8,  is  also  in  those  papers. 

60 Governor  Clinton. 
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known  to  me)  where  there  has  been  occasion  for  their  exertion; 
would  it  not  be  good  policy  to  make  proper  mention  thereof  ? 
Yours  etc.61 

*To  JOHN  FITZGERALD 

Philadelphia,  August  n,  1793. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  favor  of  the  3d.  instant  a  few  days 
ago. 

If  there  be  any  specific  agreement,  in  writing,  between  Mr. 
Whiting  and  the  occupant  of  my  Lot  in  Alexandria,  I  must 
abide  by  it,  however  erroneous  the  measure;  provided  it  shall 
appear  that  the  tenant  has,  or  is  in  a  way  and  condition  to  com- 
ply with  his  part  of  the  contract.  If  no  such  written  agreement 
can  be  exhibited,  I  shall  not  think  myself  under  obligation  to 
suffer  the  present  family  to  remain  longer  in  possession;  for  I 
well  remember  the  conversation  you  allude  to,  in  your  pres- 
ence; and  I  recollect  also,  to  have  been  told  by  my  deceased 
Nephew,  Majr.  Washington,  that  this,  or  some  other  occupant 
of  the  house,  a  little  before,  or  after  that  conversation,  had  en- 
gaged to  inclose  the  Garden  with  a  good  Post  and  Rail  or  Plank 
fence,  and  to  repair  the  Houses  completely.  If  these  are  not 
done  the  most  he  can  expect,  is  to  be  permitted  to  go  off 
quietly. 

Under  this  explanation  of  my  ideas,  respecting  the  business, 
I  shall  leave  it  to  you,  my  dear  Sir,  to  act  for  me  as  you  would 
for  yourself,  and  I  shall  feel  myself  very  much  obliged  by  it. 

I  am  pleased  to  find  by  your  statement  of  matters,  that  the 
concerns  of  the  Potomac  are  so  prosperous  away,  its  funds  so 
respectable,  and  that  we  may  shortly  look  to  reimbursements 
by  the  Tolls.  From  the  Shanadoah  will  the  great  harvest  come, 

81  From  the  Hamilton  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress.  (See  Washington's  letter 
to  Nicholas  Cruger,  chairman  of  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  New  York,  Aug.  18, 
1 793,  post.) 
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interest  and  policy  therefore  point  most  strongly  to  exertions  in 
that  quarter.  With  sincere  esteem  etc. 

*  To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Philadelphia,  August  12, 1793. 

Dear  Sir:  I  clearly  understood  you  on  Saturday.  And,  of 
what  I  conceive  to  be  two  evils,  must  prefer  the  least,  that  is,  to 
dispense  with  your  temporary  absence  in,  Autumn  (in  order 
to  retain  you  in  Office  'till  January)  rather  than  part  with  you 
altogether  at  the  close  of  September.62 

It  would  be  an  ardent  wish  of  mine,  that  your  continuance  in 
Office  (even  at  the  expence  of  some  sacrifice  of  inclination) 
could  have  been  through  the  whole  of  the  ensuing  Session  of 
Congress,  for  many,  very  many  weighty  reasons  which  present 
themselves  to  my  mind :  one  of  which,  and  not  the  least  is,  that 
in  my  judgment,  the  Affairs  of  this  Country  as  they  relate  to 
sovereign  Powers,  Indian  disturbances,  and  internal  policy,  will 
have  taken  a  more  decisive,  and  I  hope  agreeable  form,  than 
they  now  bear  before  that  time.  When  perhaps,  other  public 
Servants  might  also  indulge  in  retirement.  If  this  cannot  be, 
my  next  wish  is,  that  your  absence  from  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment in  autumn,  may  be  as  short  as  you  conveniently  can  make 
it.  With  much  truth  and  regard,  I  am,  etc.63 

To  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE 
DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

Philadelphia,  August  13, 1793. 
Gentlemen :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  first  instant,  en- 
closing certain  communications  to  you  from  the  Surveyors  of 

62  Jefferson  had  resigned  as  Secretary  of  State  in  a  letter  to  Washington,  dated  July 
31'  i793> tne  press  copy  of  which  is  in  the  Jefferson  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
83  From  the  Jefferson  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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the  Federal  City,  dated  the  29th  and  31st  of  July,  and  have  duly 
considered  the  alterations  suggested  in  said  Communications. 

With  respect  to  the  first  alteration  proposed,  vizt.,  "to  stop 
S.  Carolina  Avenue,  west  of  South  Capitol,  at  the  public  appro- 
priation." I  am  perfectly  of  opinion  with  you,  that  the  reason 
given  therefor  is  sufficient  to  warrant  it.  And  as  to  the  second, 
"to  change  the  place  of  a  small  canal  or  Inlet  from  the  Eastern 
Branch,  from  fifth  Street  east,  where  it  is  marked  out  on  the 
plan,  to  sixth  street,"  seems  to  be  very  proper  for  the  reasons 
assigned  by  the  Surveyors;  And  if,  as  they  say,  the  ground  in 
fifth  Street,  where  the  Canal  is  marked  out,  is  high,  and  that 
in  Sixth  Street  the  tide  already  flows  nearly  the  whole  distance 
of  the  intended  Canal,  I  think  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  of 
its  having  been  originally  intended  to  be  in  sixth  street,  but  was 
missed  in  laying  down  the  work. 

The  third  Alteration  proposed,  vizt.  "to  strike  out  two  short 
Avenues  leading  from  the  Intersection  of  Massachusetts  and 
North  Carolina"  seems  to  require  further  consideration;  for 
I  observe  in  the  plan,  that  a  bridge  is  marked  out  across  the 
Eastern  branch,  leading  directly  from  Kentucky  Avenue.  If 
this  is  really  the  best  place  for  a  bridge,  and  one  should  be 
ever  likely  to  be  built  there,  I  think  that  Avenue  ought  to 
be  preserved;  and  if  that,  then  the  other  mentioned  as  mak- 
ing an  equal  Angle  towards  the  N.  Et.  must  be  preserved 
also.  You  will,  therefore,  Gentlemen,  be  pleased  to  have  the 
matter  respecting  the  Bridge  ascertained,  if  it  be  not  already 
done,  and  let  the  striking  out  or  not  of  these  avenues  depend 
upon  that. 

I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  Surveyors  are  so  forward  in  their 
work  as  they  say  they  are;  and  I  hope  they  will  have  everything 
on  there  part  accomplished  that  is  expected  from  them  before 
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the  sale.  In  compliance  with  your  request  I  will  think  of  some 
suitable  Character  to  examine  your  Accts.  and  expenditure  of 
the  public  money.  With  great  esteem  etc.64 

To  THE  CITIZENS  OF  KENT  COUNTY,  DELAWARE 

[August  14(F)  1793.] 
Fellow  Citizens :  Being  guided  in  the  discharge  of  my  public 
duties  by  our  excellent  constitution,  and  laws  made  under  it; 
and  having  always  in  view  the  happiness  and  best  interests  of 
my  fellow  Citizens,  I  cannot  for  bear  to  express  the  satisfaction 
which  I  feel  when,  upon  important  and  critical  occasions,  my 
countrymen  approve  my  conduct,  and  do  justice  to  the  motives 
which  influence  it. 

The  sentiments  publicly  expressed  by  the  people  of  different 
parts  of  the  Ud.  States,  and  the  anxiety  which  is  shewn  by  all 
considerate  and  well  disposed  citizens  to  preserve  the  peace  of 
our  country  and  a  continuance  of  its  prosperity,  is  an  incon- 
testible  evidence  of  their  enlightened  wisdom  in  justly  appreci- 
ating the  blessings  we  enjoy  beyond,  perhaps,  any  other  nation 
under  the  sun. 

While  I  assure  you,  Gentlemen,  of  the  great  pleasure  which 
it  gives  me,  to  see  this  public  testimony  of  your  particular  at- 
tachment to  our  Government,  and  approbation  of  its  meas- 
ures;65 permit  me  to  express  my  gratitude  for  those  marks  of 
personal  respect  and  attachment,  which  are  evidenced  in  your 
address,  and  let  me  beg  you  to  believe  that  it  will  ever  be  my 
study  to  deserve  them.66 

94  In  the  writing  of  Tobias  Lear  in  Letters  of  the  Presidents  of  the  United  States  to 
the  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
MThe  address,  to  which  this  letter  is  an  answer,  is  dated  August  14. 
Trom  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Philadelphia,  August  15, 1793. 
"almost  dark" 
Sir:  The  Captain  of  Marines  on  Board  the  Ambuscade  has 
just  put  the  enclosed  into  my  hands.  He  was  sent  he  says  on 
purpose  to  do  it :  and  waits  only  for  an  answer.  Give  it  I  pray 
you  such  an  one  as  it  ought  to  receive.  Yours.67 

To  JOSEPH  BLOOMFIELD 

Philadelphia,  August  17, 1793. 

Sir:  I  have  received  with  great  pleasure,  the  resolutions  of 
the  Citizens  of  the  County  of  Burlington,68  which  were  en- 
closed in  your  letter  of  the  13  of  this  month. 

In  addition  to  the  high  satisfaction  which  I  feel  in  knowing 
that  my  measures  are  approved  by  my  fellow  Citizens,  it  af- 
fords me  no  small  pleasure  to  see,  that,  in  giving  this  public 
testimony  of  their  approbation,  they  take  occasion  to  express 
those  manly  and  independent  sentiments,  which  are  truly  char- 
acteristic of  a  free  and  an  enlightened  people.  And  I  must  beg 
you  to  assure  the  Citizens  of  the  County  of  Burlington,  that, 
believing  as  I  do,  that  the  true  interest  and  the  happiness  of  its 
Citizens  depend  upon  remaining  in  a  state  of  peace  in  the  pres- 
ent important  crisis,  I  cannot  but  highly  applaud  their  patriotic 
resolution  to  use  all  means  in  their  power  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  desirable  object,  and  that  I  am  no  less  pleased  with 

From  the  Jefferson  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress.    Jefferson  has  entered 
thereon  "this  was  Genet's  Ire  of  Aug.  13.  addressd  to  the  Presidt."  A  press  copy  of  a 
copy  in  French  of  Genet's  letter  of  August  13  to  President  Washington  is  in  the  Jeffer- 
son Papers,  as  is  also  a  press  copy  of  Jefferson's  answer  thereto,  dated  August  16. 
68  New  Jersey. 
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the  sentiment  wch.  they  have  expressed,  respecting  any  foreign 
interference  in  the  internal  administration  of  our  Government.69 


*To  HOWELL  LEWIS 

Philadelphia,  August  18, 1793. 

Dear  Howell:  Your  letter  of  the  14th  inst:  and  enclosures 
came  duly  to  hand. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  you  had  a  fine  rain  on  the  thursday  pre- 
ceeding  the  date  of  your  letter;  even  if  the  Corn  should  receive 
no  benefit  from  it;  because  it  would  put  the  ground  in  good 
condition  for  the  reception  of  Wheat.  I  hope  it  was  followed  by 
another  good  rain  on  Wednesday  night  last:  at  this  place  it 
rained  the  whole  night. 

I  want  to  make  an  experimt.  with  respect  to  taking  the  tops 
from  Corn  before  the  usual  time.  I  know  that  if  the  tops  of  a 
whole  field  was  taken  off  before  the  dust  has  fallen,  so  as  to  im- 
pregnate the  grain,  that  there  will  be  no  Corn;  but  as  soon  as 
this  function  is  performed,  the  tops,  in  my  opinion,  serve  only 
to  participate  in  the  nutriment  which  otherwise  would  be  more 
abundant  for  what  remained.  I  believe  also,  as  the  dust  from 
the  Tassel  impregnates  equally  with  its  own,  all  the  Corn 
(through  the  tubes  of  the  Silk)  it  falls  upon,  that  if  every  other 
Row,  throughout  a  whole  field  was  deprived  of  the  tops  the 
Corn  would,  notwithstanding,  be  equally  good;  and  this  is 
the  experiment  (although  it  is  late  for  it)  I  want  to  have  made. 
Tell  Mr.  Crow  therefore,  that  it  is  my  desire  that  he  would,  im- 
mediately, cut  the  tops  from  every  other  row  of  Corn  in  No.  5 
to  the  amount  of  20,  beginning  on  the  side  next  to  No.  2,  by  the 
Barn.  Let  the  first  row  retain  the  tops,  the  second  4,  6  and  so 

60 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 


50  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [Aug. 

on,  alternately  to  the  40th,  to  loose  them.  He  need  not  go  be- 
yond the  old  ditch  which,  formerly,  divided  the  fields.  Partic- 
ular care  must  be  taken  to  cut  the  tops  above  the  second  joint, 
that  is  above  the  one  from  whence  the  Corn  proceeds.  Experi- 
ments of  this  sort  are  easily  made,  and  without  risk  or  expence ; 
and  the  result  may  be  important.  I  do  not  mean  that  the  blades 
are  also  to  be  taken  off;  for  this  might  expose  the  stalks  to  the 
Sun,  stop  the  circulation  of  the  Juices,  and  of  course  injure 
the  grain. 

What  arrangement  has  the  Overseers  made  for  exchanging 
their  Wheat  ?  and  of  what  kinds  does  each  sow,  agreeably  to 
my  former  directions  to  them?  The  Barley  from  hence  has 
been  delayed  beyond  my  expectation,  the  Vessel  by  which  I  in- 
tended to  have  sent  it,  having  sailed  sooner  than  was  expected. 
I  do  not  suppose  now,  it  can  go  earlier  than  in  Ellwood.  But  as 
soon  as  it  is  received  it  must  be  sown,  in  order  to  give  it  an  equal 
chance  in  point  of  season.  Whether  to  begin  on  the  Contra 
sides  of  the  fields,  which  are  sowing  with  wheat  at  the  time  of 
its  arrival,  or  otherwise,  I  scarcely  know,  at  this  distance,  how 
to  direct.  I  would  wish  it  to  have  neither  better  nor  worse 
ground  than  what  is  allotted  for  Wheat,  and  it  would  appear 
odd  to  have  it  in  the  middle  of  a  field  of  this  grain.  The  Over- 
seers, knowing  what  my  design  is,  must  dispose  of  it  in  the  best 
manner  they  can  to  answer  it. 

Mr.  Lear  insists  upon  it,  that  he  put  the  Clover  seed  (in  a  cask 
containing  about  7  bushels.)  into  the  Store  himself  on  the  left 
hand  of  the  Door.  If  it  is  not  to  be  found  there,  you  may  tell 
Mr.  Butler  I  shall  look  to  him  for  the  value  of  it,  unless  he  can 
discover  what  is  done  with  it.  The  reason  I  had  it  put  into  the 
Store  was  for  safety;  and  he  will  find  by  the  written  instructions 
I  left  with  him,  that  the  key  of  that  house  was  not  to  remain  in 
his  possession  longer  than  whilst  he  was  in  the  act  of  giving 
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things  out.  If  the  Clover  seed  then  is  not  there,  Butler  must 
have  disposed  of  it  himself  or,  by  retaining  the  key  in  his  pos- 
session, contrary  to  orders,  given  the  roguest  people  about  the 
house  an  opportunity  to  come  at  it,  in  which  case,  as  I  have  ob- 
served in  a  former  letter,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  their  taking 
everything  else  that  was  saleable. 

If  no  clover  seed  was  gathered  before  you  found  the  rake,  or 
Comb,  was  not  both  seed  and  clover  lost  by  standing  too  long  ? — 
and  why  this,  ask  Butler,  when  both  are  so  essential  to  my 
wants  ?  Is  the  Clover,  which  by  the  report,  is  brought  from  the 
Oat  field  at  Dogue  Run  that  which  was  sown  last  Spring  ?  If  so 
was  it  Rank  enough  to  cut  ? 

I  do  in  earnest  terms  enjoin  it  upon  you  to  see  that  the  Hay  is 
used  with  the  greatest  ceconomy,  at  Mansion  Ho,  and  particu- 
larly to  guard  against  Mrs.  F.  Washingtons  Charles  and  her 
boy  in  the  Stable;  both  of  whom  are  impudent,  and  self  willed, 
and  care  not  how  extravagantly  they  feed,  or  even  waste;  for  I 
have  caught  the  boy  several  times  littering  his  horses  with  hay. 
Except  her  blind  horse  (which  may  be  endangered  by  running  at 
large)  I  see  no  sort  of  necessity  there  is  for  feeding  the  other  with 
either  grain  or  hay,  when  they  are  not  used:  or  any  other 
horse  that  is  at  liberty,  and  able  to  provide  for  itself.  Those  that 
are  kept  constantly  in  the  house,  constantly  at  work,  or  under 
the  saddle  must  be  fed,  or  they  would  perish.  I  can  plainly  per- 
ceive, that  in  a  little  time  (after  saving  what  Oats  I  want  for 
seed  another  year)  there  will  be  nothing  either  for  my  negroes 
or  horses  to  eat;  without  buying;  which  will  neither  comport 
with  my  interest  or  inclination.  By  Stuarts  report  I  find  he  still 
continues  to  feed  horses  with  Corn  instead  of  cut  Oats  as  I  di- 
rected. What  two  saddle  horses  are  those  which  stand  in  the 
Mansion  house  Report  ?  I  know  of  none  but  the  one  which  Mr. 
Whitting  used  to  ride. 
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Has  Mr.  Stuart  received  any  aid  in  getting  in  his  Wheat? 
and  have  you,  as  I  directed  sometime  ago,  furnished  him  with 
plow  beasts  in  place  of  those  which  he  says  have  Colts,  and  are 
unable  to  work;  and  the  other  two,  one  of  which,  according  to 
his  acct.  cannot,  and  the  other  will  not  work  ?  Those  which 
cannot,  or  will  not  work  had  better  be  turned  out  for  breeders, 
and  their  places  supplied  out  of  the  Brood  mares ;  and  those 
which  have  colts,  ought  to  be  favored.  As  to  having  their  hearts 
broke,  I  do  not  wonder  at  it,  considering  how  they  are  treated ; 
and  I  fear  rode  of  nights. 

I  see  by  the  Report  respecting  the  Ditchers  that  one  of  them 
is  working  at  Union  farm  in  the  room  of  Cupid;  but  no  men- 
tion is  made  of  the  latter,  whether  Sick,  absent,  or  dead.  Con- 
sider always,  that  these  reports  are  intended  for  information; 
and  ought  therefore  to  be  plain  and  correct,  one  part  should 
always  corrispond  or  at  least  not  be  inconsistent  with,  the  other 
part.  In  the  Mansion  house  report  you  make  Godfrey  sick  six 
days,  (which  is  the  whole  week),  and  yet,  he  appears  to  be 
engaged  in  business  some  part  of  the  week.  I  mention  these 
matters  not  with  a  view  to  find  fault,  but  to  shew  you  the  ad- 
vantages of  correctness;  and,  as  you  are  a  young  man  just 
advancing  into  life  and  business,  to  impress  you  with  the  pro- 
priety and  importance  of  giving  attention,  and  doing  whatever 
you  undertake,  well. 

How  does  the  Potatoes  at  the  Mansion  house  look  ?  Let  the 
Ground  be  kept  clean  and  in  fine  order,  that  is  well  pulverised 
not  only  at  top,  but  to  a  sufficient  depth  for  grass. 

Unless  Isaac  is  engaged  about  things,  the  execution  of  which 
cannot  be  delayed,  order  him,  and  whoever  is  with  him,  to 
join  Thos.  Green;  and  the  whole  of  them  to  stick  to  the  Barn 
at  Dogue  Run  until  it  is  compleated.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
whole,  or  greatest  part  of  the  time  of  these  people,  is  employed 
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about  one  nonsensical  job  or  another;  which  is  the  very  thing 
Green  is  delighted  with,  as  they  afford  him  a  pretext  to  be  idle 
or  to  be  employed  in  matters  which  more  immediately  relate 
to  himself.  I  wish  this  may  not  be  the  case  also  with  Isaac  as 
I  find  he  is  very  desirous  of  getting  by  himself  always.  When  I 
said  the  whole  were  to  be  employed  at  the  New  Barn  at  Dogue 
run,  I  did  not  mean  to  leave  the  Dormant  windows  in  the  Sta- 
ble (both  back  and  front)  unfinished  as  they  have  been  begun; 
which  would  not  have  been  the  case  if  I  could  have  conceived 
they  would  have  taken  half,  or  even  a  quarter  of  the  time  they 
have.  In  front  of  the  Stable  I  ordered  two;  one  on  each  side  of 
the  Pedement,  dividing  the  space  equally  between  the  latter, 
and  the  ends  of  the  house. 

Davis,  any  more  than  the  Carpenters,  ought  not  to  be  taken 
from  the  above  work  for  every  little  trifle  that  might  as  well  be 
done  by  that  lazy  scoundrel  Charles;  who  might  as  well  be  em- 
ployed in  white  washing,  Painting,  or  putting  up  Bedsteads,  as 
to  take  Green  or  him,  for  these  purposes.  Idleness  will  be  his 
ruin,  for  I  have  no  conception  of  his  employing  himself  other- 
wise than  idly;  and  when  this  is  the  case  besides  the  bad  ex- 
ample it  sets  to  others,  he  will  be  in  mischief,  or  making  a 
disturbance  in  your  family. 

I  do  not  recollect  telling  you,  in  any  of  my  letters,  that  the 
Rheam  of  writing  Paper  which  went  by  Ellwood,  was  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  the  Overseers  &ca.  with  Paper  to  make 
their  reports  on.  Give  each  (if  you  have  not  already  done  it)  a 
quire;  and  let  him  know  that  is  to  be  applied  to  this  purpose 
only. 

I  did  not  expect  an  accurate  account  of  the  Hogs  from  the 
Overseers  at  this  time.  But  if  they  do  not  keep  a  pretty  good 
eye  to  them,  themselves,  I  shall  have  but  a  flemish  account  of 
them  when  they  are  called  for  as  Porkers. 
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I  see  by  the  Mill  report  for  the  last  week,  23  bushels  of  meal 
was  brought  to  the  Mansion  house,  when  the  usual  quantity 
for  that  place  is  20  bushels,  why  was  this  done  ?  If  30  bushels 
was  brought  there  it  would,  I  am  persuaded  be  consumed,  or 
otherwise  disposed  of  in  the  week. 

Your  Aunt  and  all  here  are  well  and  I  am  etc.70 


To  NICHOLAS  CRUGER,  CHAIRMAN  OF  A  MEETING 
OF  THE  CITIZENS  OF  NEW  YORK 

August  18, 1793. 

Sir:  Your  letter  conveying  to  me  the  resolutions  of  the  Citi- 
zens of  New  York,  at  their  late  meeting,  affords  me  much  satis- 
faction. The  approving  voice  of  my  Fellow  Citizens  can  never 
be  heard  by  me,  with  indifference.  That  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
your  respectable  metropolis,  must  always  give  particular  pleas- 
ure. A  unanimity  so  perfect  as  appears  to  have  prevailed  among 
them,  upon  an  occasion  so  interesting  to  our  national  peace  and 
happiness,  furnishes  an  example  of  good  sense,  moderation, 
and  patriotic  virtue,  which  cannot  cease  to  be  remembered  to 
their  honor. 

Discerning  in  it  a  sure  pledge  of  their  firm  and  persevering 
support,  I  request  you  to  make  known  to  them,  the  high  sense 
I  entertain  of  the  dispositions  they  have  manifested,  and  the 
complete  reliance  I  place  upon  those  dispositions. 

I  cannot  omit  the  opportunity  of  publicly  uniting  with  them 
in  acknowledging  the  prompt  and  decided  cooperation  of  the 
Government  of  New  York,  towards  the  support  of  the  neutral- 
ity of  our  Country.  The  disposition,  hitherto  shown  by  the 
chief  Magistrates  of  the  several  States,  in  relation  to  this  point, 

70 From  a  photograph  of  the  original  kindly  furnished  by  Mrs.  Julia  E.  Smith,  of 
New  York  City. 
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is  a  pleasing  evidence  of  a  spirit  of  concert  for  the  general  good, 
happily  calculated  to  harmonise  and  invigorate  all  the  parts  of 
our  political  system.71 

*To  FRANCES  BASSETT  WASHINGTON 

Philadelphia,  August  18, 1793. 

My  dear  Fanny :  I  was  unable  this  day  week,  a  day  I  devote 
in  part,  to  writing  letters  of  private  concernment,  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  7th.  instant. 

As  I  shall  always  be  sincerely  disposed  to  give  you  my  opin- 
ion upon  any,  and  every  point  you  may  desire  respecting  the 
management  of  your  Estate,  or  the  Children,  it  is  my  wish  that 
you  would  never  be  backward  in  laying  them  before  me.  If  I 
cannot  instantly  comply  with  your  request,  I  may,  neverthe- 
less, do  it  in  time. 

The  sentiments  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  10th  of  June 
were  the  best  I  could  form  under  the  view  I  had  of  your  affairs, 
and  recollection  of  the  Will  of  the  Testator.  As  it  did  not  get 
to  your  hands  before  you  had  adopted  measures  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  property  in  Berkeley,  and  arrangement  of  that  in 
Fairfax,  I  do  not  see  that  better  can  be  done  than  to  allot  the 
Negros  in  Fairfax  in  the  manner  proposed  in  your  letter  of 
the  7th.  instt.  And  with  respect  to  the  young  fellow  in  Berke- 
ley, who  you  say  refused  to  be  hired  with  the  rest,  but  who  by 
the  bye  ought  to  have  had  nothing  to  say  in  the  case,  it  is  of  no 
great  moment  now,  whether  he  be  added  to  those  who  are  to 
remain  in  Fairfax,  or  to  chuse  a  master  in  Berkeley.  The  five 
you  have  allotted  to  the  former,  besides  the  old  woman  and 
independant  of  him,  will  require  the  same  kind  of  cropping  as 
usual,  to  give  them  employment;  and  the  same  sort  of  Overseer 

"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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as  at  present  to  look  after  them;  whereas,  upon  the  plan  I  sug- 
gested, a  man  and  boy  with  two  plows  under  the  direction  of 
a  Farmer  (who  by  agreement  should  be  compelled  to  work 
as  those  under  him  do)  I  conceive  the  profit  would  have  been 
greater,  than  with  a  larger  number,  managed  as  heretofore. 
But  it  is  too  late,  (at  least  for  the  ensuing  year)  to  carry  the 
latter  plan  into  effect.  It  may  be  well  therefore,  if  your  present 
Overseer  is  indisposed  to  continue  under  these  changes,  to  be 
enquiring  in  time  for  another;  and  by  adding  the  fellow  above 
you  will  have  a  better  chance  of  getting  a  tolerable  one;  the 
force  even  with  him,  being  too  small  to  induce  a  man  of  char- 
acter to  engage;  and  too  numerous  to  expect  an  Overlooker  to 
labour  in  the  manner  one  would  do  whose  living  depended 
upon  it.  In  short,  it  is  too  large,  or  too  small,  too  small  to  ex- 
pect a  good  Overseer;  and  too  large  for  the  plan  I  had  thought 
of,  and  which  I  had  conceived  would  be  better  for  the  land,  and 
more  profitable  to  yourself. 

A  Man  and  his  wife;  just  from  England  advertised  them- 
selves to  work  on  Shares.  He  a  compleat  farmer  and  she  an 
excellent  Dairy  woman;  but  they  were  engaged  before  I  sent  to 
them.  My  love  to  Milly  and  the  Children,  and  with  most  Affec- 
tionate regard,  I  remain  etc. 

PS.  You  are  welcome  [  ]72  any  thing  else  [  ]72  for 
the  repairs  proposed. 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Philadelphia,  August  19, 1973. 
Sir :  I  send,  for  the  consideration  and  opinion  of  the  Heads  of 
Departments  and  the  Attorney  General  of  the  U.  S.  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  respecting  the 

"The  press  copy  here  is  indecipherable. 
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Privateer  Citizen  Genet,  together  with  copies  of  two  letters 
from  the  French  Consul  to  the  Governor  on  the  same  subject, 
and  a  Report  of  two  persons  who  had  examined  the  Aforesaid 
Privateer  by  the  Governor's  order. 

The  Gentlemen  will  decide  whether  the  circumstances  re- 
ported respecting  the  unfitness  of  the  said  Privateer  to  proceed 
to  sea,  are  such  as  would  make  it  proper  to  depart  from  the  rules 
already  adopted,  and  allow  a  longer  time  for  her  to  prepare  to 
depart  than  is  granted  by  the  Governor,  or  whether  the  orders 
given  by  him  on  this  head  shall  be  executed. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Subject  requires  despatch,  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  will  inform  the  Governor  of  the  result  of  your 
deliberations  on  this  subject  as  soon  as  it  is  given.73 

To  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE 
DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

Philadelphia,  August  20, 1793. 

Gentlemen :  This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr.  James  Green- 
leaf,  a  native  of  Boston,  who  has  resided  for  some  years  past  in 
Amsterdam,  and  has  lately  been  appointed  Consul  for  the  U.  S. 
at  that  place. 

This  Gentleman,  I  understand,  has  it  in  contemplation  to 
make  certain  proposals  to  you  for  building  a  number  of  houses 
in  the  Federal  City,  provided  he  can  have  lots  upon  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  may  correspond  with  his  interest  in  the  un- 
dertaking while  it  tends,  at  the  same  time,  to  promote  the  great 
object  of  the  city.  I  am  pursuaded,  Gentlemen,  that  you  will 
listen  with  attention  and  weigh  with  candour  any  proposals 
that  may  promise  to  promote  the  growth  of  the  City  in  the 
degree  that  Mr.  Greenleaf's  undertaking  upon  the  extensive 
Scale  that  it  has  been  represented  to  me,  would  do.  But  it  will 

7dIn  the  writing  of  Tobias  Lear  in  the  Jefferson  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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lay  with  yourselves  to  decide  how  far  the  state  of  your  funds 
will  justify  you  closing  with  any  proposals  that  may  not  tend  to 
give  them  an  immediate  increase. 

It  will  undoubtedly  be  essential  to  Mr.  Greenleaf  that  you 
should  be  impressed  with  just  ideas  with  regard  to  his  means 
of  insuring  the  punctual  performance  of  any  engagements  he 
may  enter  into,  with  you  (if  you  slid,  come  upon  any  terms 
with  him),  and  he  will  therefore  undoubtedly  take  measures  to 
satisfy  you  on  this  head.  He  has  been  represented  to  me  as  a 
Gentleman  of  large  property  and  having  the  command  of  much 
money  in  this  Country  and  in  Europe;  but  I  can  say  nothing  on 
this  head  from  my  own  knowledge.  Having  had  occasion  to 
make  enquiry  respecting  him  before  his  appointment  to  the 
office  of  Consul,  the  Accounts  which  I  received  were  highly 
favourable  to  Mr.  Greenleaf,  both  as  to  the  respectability  of  his 
connections  in  this  Country  and  in  Holland  (where  he  mar- 
ried), and  as  to  his  own  character.  And  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  if  you  can  find  it  consistent  with  your  duty  to  the  public  to 
attach  Mr.  Greenleaf  to  the  federal  City,  he  will  be  a  valuable 
acquisition.  I  am  etc.74 

To  SAMUEL  BISHOP75 

Philadelphia,  August  24, 1793. 
Sir:  I  receive  with  great  satisfaction  the  patriotic  resolutions 
of  the  Citizens  of  New  Haven,  which  were  transmitted  to  me 
in  vour  letter  of  the  20  instant.  And  I  can  with  truth  assure 


74The  draft,  in  the  writing  of  Tobias  Lear,  is  in  District  of  Columbia  Letters  and 
Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

"Mayor  of  New  Haven,  Conn. 

On  August  23  a  record  of  the  Cabinet  meetings,  in  Jefferson's  writing,  at  the  Presi- 
dent's house  on  August  i,  2,  15,  20,  and  23,  was  signed  by  Jefferson,  Hamilton,  Knox, 
and  Randolph.  On  August  2  it  was  unanimously  agreed  "that  a  letter  should  be  writ- 
ten to  the  Minister  of  the  U  S.  at  Paris  .  .  .  resuming  [reviewing?]  the  points  of 
difference  which  had  arisen  between  the  government  of  the  U  S.  and  Mr.  Genet, 
assigning  the  reasons  for  the  opinions  of  the  former,  and  desiring  the  recall  of  the 
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them  that  to  receive  the  approbation  of  my  fellow  Citizens,  I 
consider  as  my  greatest  glory,  as  to  deserve  it  will  ever  be  my 
constant  study. 

If  the  measures  of  Government,  approved  and  supported  by 
the  virtuous  Citizens  of  the  United  States,  can  secure  to  our 
Country  in  the  present  critical  times,  a  continuance  of  peace 
and  the  enjoyment  of  its  attendant  blessings,  which  we  have  as 
it  were  but  begun  to  taste,  I  shall  feel  amply  compensated  for 
the  many  anxious  moments  which  I  have  lately  experienced  on 
account  of  our  welfare,  and  we  shall  have  fresh  cause  of  grati- 
tude to  the  Great  ruler  of  events  for  his  preserving  goodness.76 

To  ELI  AS  DAYTON77 

Philadelphia,  August  24, 1793. 
Sir :  Among  the  public  testimonies  of  approbation  which  the 
late  proclamation  of  neutrality  has  received  from  various  parts 
of  the  United  States,  I  am  pleased  to  see  that  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  County  of  Essex  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  which  was 
transmitted  to  me  in  your  letter  of  the  20  instant.  The  strong 
desire,  to  preserve  our  Country  in  a  state  of  peace,  which  has 
been  so  generally  expressed  by  the  good  and  virtuous  Citizens 
thereof;  and  the  assurances  they  have  given  to  support  the 
measures  of  Government  which  are  taken  to  secure  that  object, 
afford  a  pleasing  hope  that  we  shall  preserve  our  tranquillity 
during  the  present  important  crisis,  and  thereby  confirm  that 
respectable  character  which  we  are  beginning  to  obtain  among 
the  nations  of  the  Earth.76 


latter:  and  that  this  letter  with  those  which  have  passed  between  Mr  Genet  and  the 
Secretary  of  state,  and  other  necessary  documents,  shall  be  laid  by  Mr  Morris  before 
the  Executive  of  the  French  government."  The  draft  of  this  letter  to  Morris  was 
agreed  to  August  20,  and  on  August  23  it  was  decided  that  it  should  be  dated  August 
16.  This  record  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
"  Chairman  of  the  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  Essex  County. 
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To  JOHN  McKINLY78 

Philadelphia,  August  24, 1793. 
Sir:  While  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  polite  Letter 
of  the  21st  instant,  enclosing  the  resolution  of  a  number  of 
respectable  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  New  Castle,79  let  me 
request  you  to  assure  those  Gentlemen,  that  I  consider  their 
approbation  of  the  late  proclamation  of  the  neutrality  of  the 
Ud.  States,  and  of  the  measures  taken  by  the  Government  to 
secure  to  this  Country  a  continuance  of  those  manifold  bless- 
ings which  are  attendant  on  a  state  of  peace,  as  a  new  proof  of 
that  enlightened  wisdom  and  philanthropic  disposition  which 
has  ever  marked  the  virtuous  Citizens  of  the  United  States.so 

To  CHARLES  CARROLL,  OF  CARROLLTON 

Philadelphia,  August  25, 1793. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  13 instant, recommending  Captn. 
Kilty81  as  a  fit  person  to  succeed  the  late  Colo.  Ballard  in  the 
office  of  Surveyor  of  the  Port  of  Baltimore,  came  duly  to  hand. 

The  numerous  and  respectable  applications  which  have  been 
brought  forward  for  that  place  is  a  pleasing  evidence  of  the 
favourable  light  in  which  the  offices  under  our  general  govern- 
ment are  viewed.  And  the  weighty  consideration  of  the  advan- 
tages which  might  arise  to  the  public,  as  well  as  to  those  having 
immediate  business  with  the  office,  from  appointing  a  person 
thereto  whose  situation  has  naturally  led  him  to  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  the  duties  of  it  and  of  the  laws  by  which  it  is  reg- 
ulated, has  alone  enabled  me  to  decide  among  the  respectable 

73 Chairman  of  a  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  New  Castle  County,  Del. 
79These  resolves,  dated  Aug.  17,  1793,  are  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
80 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
81  John  Kilty. 
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applicants.  Under  this  impression,  I  have  appointed  Mr.  Dan- 
iel Delozier,  who  has  acted  as  Deputy  to  the  Collector,  and 
from  the  ill  health  of  Genl.  Williams,  appears  to  have  done  a 
great  part  of  the  business  of  that  department  from  the  time  of 
its  organization.  But  the  Character  of  Captn.  Kilty  and  the  re- 
spectable recommendation  with  which  he  is  supported  would 
make  it  a  pleasing  circumstance  to  have  him  employed  under 
the  General  Government.  And  as  Mr.  Davidson,  the  present 
Collector  of  Annapolis,  has  given  notice  of  his  intention  to 
resign  that  office,  as  soon  as  another  person  shall  be  found 
to  supply  his  place,  if  Captain  Kilty  should  [think]  it  for  his 
interest  to  accept  it,  I  will  appoint  him  thereto  with  pleasure. 
With  very  great  regard  I  am  etc.82 

To  HOWELL  LEWIS 

Philadelphia,  August  25, 1793. 

Dear  Howell:  I  have  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  21st  in- 
stant with  the  reports;  I  am  about  to  reply  to  such  parts  as 
require  it. 

Not  knowing  precisely  the  object  of  your  enquiry,  what 
mares  &c.  have  gone  to  the  Jack,  I  send  a  list  of  the  whole;  as 
appears  by  Mr.  Whittings  Mem;  as  also  of  those  which  went 
to  the  horse  marking  those  who  have  paid.  In  both  cases. 

As  it  is  possible,  I  may,  with  your  aunt  &c.  be  at  Mount  Ver- 
non about  the  20th  of  next  month;  you  might  if  you  have  met 
with  no  oats  since  you  wrote  last,  buy  100  bushels  from  the 
holders  in  Alexa;  that  there  may  be  a  certainty  for  a  supply 
against  that  period,  as  I  wish  to  save  my  own  crop  of  this  grain 
for  seed. 


2 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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Last  spring  I  sent  a  few  grains  of  English  oats  to  Mount  Ver- 
non for  the  purpose  of  raising  what  seed  I  could  from  them. 
Enquire  if  the  Gardener  or  Butler  can  give  any  acct.  of  them; 
and  let  them  be  taken  care  of  if  in  being. 

I  also  sent  home  last  Autumn  a  little  of  the  double  headed 
wheat,  this  I  know  was  propagated,  and  the  seed  saved  by  the 
Gardener.  Let  the  whole  be  sown  in  some  safe  place,  where  it 
will  not  get  mixed,  and  the  most  can  be  made  of  it.  With  an 
eye  to  these  I  care  not  where  it  is  sown;  whether  at  the  mansion 
house,  if  there  be  a  good  and  sufficient  spot  of  ground,  or  at 
either  of  these  Farms. 

The  Barley  is  not  yet  gone  from  hence,  and  it  is  questionable, 
notwithstanding  two  vessels  are  up  for  Alexandria,  whether  it 
goes  off  before  Sunday  next;  Tho'  one  talks  of  leaving  this  Port 
about  the  middle  of  the  week,  so  soon  as  it  arrives,  let  it  be 
sown  agreeably  to  my  former  directions. 

Let  the  Timothy  seed  be  threshed  out  and  brt.  home  imme- 
diately, to  save  it  from  depredation,  it  may  lye  in  the  fine  chaff 
(after  the  heads  are  well  rubbed  and  the  straws  extracted)  but 
in  order  that  I  may  know  the  qty  saved  take  a  bushel  in  the 
chaff  and  see  how  much  clean  seed  it  yields  by  which  to  calcu- 
late the  whole.  Do  precisely  the  same  with  the  clover  seed;  for 
the  longer  these,  or  other  things  are  tossed  about,  the  more 
waste  will  there  be;  admitting  (which  I  do  not)  that  there  is 
no  toll  taken  from  them. 

How  much  ground  has  been  sown  in  Turnips;  where,  and  is 
the  seed  come  up  well  ? 

I  do  not  express  myself  so  fully  as  I  ought,  when  I  desired 
that  the  corn  ground  which  was  about  to  be  sown  with  wheat, 
and  in  the  winter  with  grass-seed  should  be  laid  as  level  as  pos- 
sible; for  harrowing  the  ground  after  the  wheat  is  sown  will  be 
injurious  to  the  latter;  because  by  so  doing  the  soil  (where  it  is 
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adicted  to  it)  is  more  apt,  by  being  level  to  rub  together,  and  to 
spew  out  the  plant,  which,  by  exposing  the  roots,  perishes  the 
grain;  whereas  the  mouldering  of  the  earth  into  the  furrows  by 
the  frost  and  rains  of  the  winter,  they,  on  the  contrary  are  con- 
stantly receiving  fresh  covering,  protection  and  nourishment. 
All  I  meant  by  laying  the  ground  as  level  as  possible,  was,  to 
give  as  little  hill  as  possible  to  the  corn;  and  even  to  take  as 
much  as  possible  of  that  little  away  as  could  be  done  without 
injuring  the  plant.  What  has  been  done  cannot  be  undone,  but 
let  no  more  harrows  follow  the  sowing;  to  go  before  it,  in  order 
to  lay  the  grounds  smooth  for  the  reception  of  the  seed,  is  always 
proper;  and  indeed  indispensable;  but  the  wheat  as  with  winter 
grain,  should  always  lay  under  furrow. 

Desire  all  the  overseers  to  inspect  their  respective  stocks  of 
cattle  accurately  and  if  there  be  any  old  oxen,  steers  or  cows, 
which  from  their  ages  or  other  causes,  seem  to  be  upon  the 
decline,  to  select  them;  that  they  may  be  turned  on  the  Mead- 
ows or  elsewhere,  to  recruit  and  be  sold. 

I  presume  something  similar  to  this  was  done  with  the  old 
sheep  agreeably  to  Butlers  proposition  which  I  sent  to  you,  with 
my  approbation;  and  it  may  be  well  always,  when  a  matter  is 
directed,  to  say  whether  it  is  complied  with;  for  the  mind 
is  never  assured  of  this  until  informed.  There  are  two  paths 
always  to  an  order;  to  wit:  giving  and  executing  it,  and  these 
always  are  in  distinct  persons;  and  the  giver  never  knows  what 
the  receiver  does,  until  it  is  reported. 

I  mention  this  for  your  general  government  and  to  advise 
you  to  keep  an  acct.  this,  or  some  such  kind  of  Pocket 

book,  in  which  to  note,  as  they  occur  to  you  at  the  moment, 
such  things  as  are  fit  for  communication ;  by  which  means  your 
memory  will  never  be  burthened,  but  on  the  contrary,  when 
you  set  down  to  write,  besides  the  parts  of  a  letter  which  you 
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have  to  answer,  you  have  everything  you  want  to  say  before 
you,  and  have  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  arrange  them  prop- 
erly, where  method  is  necessary. 

Is  there  no  sheep  at  the  Mansion  House  ?  None  are  in  the  Re- 
port from  that  place;  and  how  comes  it  to  pass  that  the 
Brood  mares  are  not  reported  there  as  usual  ?  Eleven  over  and 
above  what  went  to  the  Plantation  used  to  be  reported  by  Mr. 
Whitting  and  unless  you  have  reduced  the  number  by  a  supply 
to  Mr.  Stuart,  that  number  ought  to  be  forthcoming.  These 
were  independent  of  all  that  had  been  given  up  to  work ;  either 
at  the  Mansion  house  or  any  of  the  Farms.  Peter  must  account 
for  these. 

Although  by  the  Meteorological  acct.  which  you  have  sent  of 
the  weather,  there  does  not  appear  to  have  fallen  a  drop  of  rain 
in  the  week  for  which  it  is  given,  yet  Thomas  Green  returns 
(in  his  report)  loss  by  Rain.  One  or  the  other  is  probably  wrong, 
I  hope  it  is  you,  as  a  good  rain  in  that  week  must  have  been 
desirable;  and  with  what  is  now  falling  if  it  extends  to  you, 
must  be  the  making  of  the  corn;  at  the  same  time  that  it  fits  the 
ground  for  the  reception  of  the  wheat. 

I  again  desire  that  T.  Green  may  be  made  with  the  other 
Carpenters  (except  in  cases  that  cannot  be  dispensed  with)  to 
stick  to  the  New  Barn ;  Putting  a  single  light  into  a  window  is 
an  excuse  for  the  loss  of  a  day's  work;  and  while  these  pretenses 
are  furnished  him  or  indeed  any  of  the  rest,  I  shall  have  his  re- 
ports stufTed  with  nothing  but  trifling  jobs  that  turn  to  no  acct. 

What  Ditches  are  they  that  the  Mansion  house  people  are 
needing  ?  I  know  of  none  at  that  place,  and  by  the  last  weeks 
report  I  see  that  22  Bushels  of  Meal  has  been  brt.  from  the  Mill. 

The  person  (old  Jack)  who  serves  it  out,  must  acct.  for  the 
necessity  of  this  increase;  20  bushels  used  to  suffice,  why  two 
and  3  more  now  ? 
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I  see  (by  Green's  Report)  that  Doll's  Will  and  Christopher 
have  been  two  days  in  search  after  the  iish  boat.  I  hope  they  have 
found  it;  it  ought  to  have  been  pursued  until  got.  but  why  was 
it  lost,  is  there  not  a  lock  to  it  ?  There  was  I  know,  and  I  know 
also  that  locks  are  of  very  little  use  to  me.  They  are  bought, 
used  a  few  weeks,  then  lost  or  stolen  others  got  served  in  the 
same  way,  and  so  on. 

I  hope  the  greatest  care  will  be  taken  of  the  Wool  in  the  loft 
where  it  is  kept;  and  a  correspondence  in  weight  between  the 
wool  delivered,  and  the  yarn  taken  in,  and  between  the  yarn 
delivered  to  the  weaver  and  the  cloth  received  from  him. 

Has  the  Gardener  and  his  wife  removed  into  their  new 
house?  Where  does  the  other  Dutch  Gardener  sleep?  Is  he 
diligent  at  work;  and  how  does  he  behave  in  other  respects  ? 

Let  me  know  as  soon  as  you  can  the  exact  width  and  length 
of  the  places  that  are  tiled  within  the  stone  borders,  between 
the  steps  at  the  middle  and  end  down  west  front  of  the 
house.  As  these  tiles  never  looked  well  and  are  decaying,  I 
have  some  thought  of  replacing  them  with  marble;  which  can 
be  bought  here  cheaper  than  I  can  get  them  down  there  with 
stone  from  those  which  have  been  imported  into  this  city,  from 
Italy. 

As  the  Oat  ground  at  Union  Farm  was  not  sown  with  grass- 
seed  at  the  time  it  was  put  in  oats,  tell  Oren  it  must  be  sown 
with  clover  and  timothy  wherever  the  remaining  part  of  the 
same  inclosure  is  laid  to  grass;  I  mention  the  matter  now,  that 
it  may  not  be  lost  sight  of  at  the  proper  time  for  preparing  it; 
v/hether  any  kind  of  crop,  without  injury  to  the  ground  already 
too  poor,  unless  it  could  be  aided  by  a  coat  of  manure,  could 
accompany  the  grass,  is  a  matter  he  may  think  on. 

Has  he  (Oren)  intimated  his  intention  to  remain,  since  the 
receipt  of  the  letter  I  wrote  him  ?    These  things  ought  to  be 
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reduced  to  certainty,  or  when  I  least  expect  it,  I  may  be  put  to 
the  greatest  non-plus. 

We  are  all  well  at  present,  but  the  city  is  very  sickly  and  num- 
bers dying  daily.83  All  here  join  in  good  wishes  for  you  and 
I  remain  Your  Affece.  Uncle.84 

To  JOHN  EAGER  HOWARD 

Philadelphia,  August  25, 1793. 

Dear  Sir:  It  is  not  my  usual  custom  to  answer  letters  of  appli- 
cation for  recommendation  for  an  office;  because,  having  made 
it  a  point  to  keep  myself  free  from  any  colour  of  engagement 
so  long  as  an  office  may  be  vacant,  I  have  thought  it  best  to  say 
nothing  that  might  raise  the  expectation  or  depress  the  hope 
of  the  Candidates.  But  so  numerous  and  respectable  have  been 
the  applications  and  recommendations  for  the  office  of  Sur- 
veyor of  the  Port  of  Baltimore,  that  I  have  thought  a  deviation 
from  my  general  rule  might  not  be  improper  in  the  present 
instance. 

I  have  been  induced  to  appoint  Mr.  Daniel  Delozier  to  the 
office  of  Surveyor  of  Baltimore,  from  the  consideration,  that, 
in  addition  to  the  Strong  and  respectable  recommendation  for- 
warded by  him,  he  must,  from  the  station  he  has  held  for  a  long 
time  as  deputy  to  the  Collector  of  that  port,  have  a  very  com- 
petent acquaintance  with  the  duties  of  a  Surveyor  and  an 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  laws  by  which  the  office  is  to  be 
regulated,  which  circumstances  will  undoubtedly  be  advanta- 
geous to  the  public  as  well  as  to  those  who  may  be  immediately 
concerned  in  the  exercise  of  its  85  But  the  weighty  recom- 
mendations produced  in  behalf  of  Captn.  Kilty  would  make  it 

83  From  yellow  fever. 

84  From  a  typed  copy  furnished  by  Mrs.  Horace  Van  Deventer,  vice  regent  of  Ten- 
nessee, Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  of  the  Union. 

85  Left  blank  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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a  pleasing  circumstance  to  have  the  Gentleman  employed  in 
the  General  Government,  and  as  the  present  Collector  of  An- 
napolis intends  resigning  his  place  as  soon  as  another  person 
may  be  found  to  fill  it,  if  Captain  Kilty  will  accept  that  office, 
it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  appoint  him  to  it.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  In  case  of  Captain  Kilty's  declining  to  accept  the  office 
of  Collector  of  Annapolis,  you  will  oblige  me  by  enquiring  of 
the  friends  of  Mr.  John  H.  Purveyance86  (who  I  understand  is 
now  on  a  voyage  to  the  West  Indies)  if  it  is  likely  that  he  would 
accept  that  place  and  letting  me  know  the  result  of  your  en- 
quiries. This  Gentleman  was  warmly  recommended  for  the 
office  of  Surveyor  of  Baltimore,  and  I  felt  a  very  strong  inclina- 
tion to  have  served  him  on  account  of  the  service  which  his  late 
father  rendered  to  this  Country  in  the  late  War  and  the  un- 
pleasant situation  in  which  he  left  his  family,  as  well  as  on  Acct. 
of  the  merits  of  the  young  Gentleman  himself.  Captn.  Plunket 87 
appears  to  have  been  his  particular  friend  in  bringing  forward 
his  late  recommendations  and  would  be  likely  to  know  which 
would  be  agreeable  to  him  in  the  present  Case.88 

*To  ROBERT  LEWIS 

Philadelphia,  August  26, 1793. 

Dear  Robert:  Your  letter  of  the  12th  Inst:  came  to  hand  in 
due  course  of  Post. 

Nothing  short  of  a  very  high  price,  would  induce  me  to  sell 
my  small  tract  (of  about  300  acres)  on  Difficult  Run  in  Lou- 
doun County;  for  which,  on  Account  of  the  Mill  Seat;  quantity 
of  Meadow  land;  contiguity  to  the  Great  Falls  (where  a  town 
is  erecting),  Georgetown,  the  Federal  City,  and  Alexandria 

88Purviance. 

"Capt.  David  Plunket,  of  Baltimore,  Md. 
From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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(from  the  last  of  which  it  is  only  18  Miles,  I  was,  sometime 
before  I  left  home,  in  treaty  with  a  Dutchman  for  it  at  the 
annual  Rent  of  Sixty  pounds. 

The  lost  Mountain  tract  which  you  speak  of,  in  Loudoun 
County,  wants  explanation.  I  know  not  where  it  lyes,  or  what 
tract,  at  this  moment,  you  allude  to. 

In  my  present  way  of  thinking,  scarcely  double  the  price  you 
offer  for  my  Frederick  Land  would  induce  me  to  part  with  it. 
When  the  Shanondoah  River  is  made  Navigable,  the  accom- 
plishment of  which  I  entertain  no  doubt,  in  a  short  time,  the 
value  of  lands  contiguous  thereto  will  rise  in  a  ratio  above  cal- 
culation. Your  Aunt  and  the  family  unites  with  me  in  best 
wishes  for  you  and  Mrs.  Lewis.  I  am  etc.89 

*ToTHE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

Philadelphia,  August  26, 1793. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  letter  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Delaware  dated  the  23d.  instt.  came  to  hand  this  moment. 

The  occasion  requires  some  thing  to  be  written,  or  done  in 
consequence  of  the  information.90 

To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  August  26, 1793. 

Sir:  I  intended  to  have  written  to  you  somewhat  sooner,  but 
business  of  a  public  nature  and  pressing,  prevented  it  until  now. 

Although  I  have  conviction  in  my  own  mind,  that  a  hundred 
guineas  pr  annum  is  more  than  my  Mount  Vernon  Estate  will 
enable  me  to  give  the  Superintendent  of  it;  yet,  the  satisfac- 
tion (when  one  is  at  a  considerable  distance  from  property 

83  From  a  photostat  of  the  original  in  the  Boston  Public  Library. 
^See  Washington's  letter  to  Gov.  Joshua  Clayton,  Sept.  4,  1793,  post. 
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they  possess,  under  circumstances  which  does  not  allow  much 
thought  theron)  of  having  a  person  in  whom  confidence  can 
be  placed  as  a  Manager,  is  such,  as  to  dispose  me  to  allow  you 
that  sum;  provided  other  matters  can  be  adjusted  to  the  mutual 
convenience,  and  satisfaction  of  both  parties. 

As  you  were  about  to  depart  in  the  Stage  when  I  saw  you 
(and  which  I  knew  could  not  wait)  I  did  not  go  so  much  into 
detail  as  was  necessary  to  place  an  agreement  upon  a  basis  to 
avoid  mis-conception,  and  unpleasant  disputes  thereafter;  and 
besides,  altho'  you  would  be  upon  standing  wages,  which,  in 
the  opinion  of  some  would  make  it  immaterial  (these  being 
paid)  what  sort  of  an  estate  you  overlooked;  yet  my  opinion  of 
a  sensible  and  discreet  man  is,  that  before  he  would  finally  en- 
gage, he  would  view  the  estate  himself,  and  decide  from  that 
view,  whether  it  possessed  such  advantages  as  would  enable 
him  to  acquire  honor  as  well  as  profit  from  the  management 
thereof;  whether  he  could  make  it  profitable  to  his  Employer 
from  its  local  situation;  from  the  nature  of  its  soil,  and  means 
of  improving  it;  the  plans  proposed;  or  the  condition  in  which 
it  might  appear  to  him.  Whether  the  part  of  the  Country,  the 
accomodations,  the  water,  &ct  were  to  his  liking;  with  other 
considerations  which  will  admit  no  evidence  equal  to  that  of 
one's  own  observation,  to  decide  ultimately  on  what  to  resolve. 

Having  stated  a  fact,  and  given  my  ideas  of  what  I  suppose 
would  be  most  agreeable  for  you  to  do,  I  shall  add,  that  if  noth- 
ing more  than  I  foresee  at  present  should  happen,  I  expect  to  be 
at  Mount  Vernon  about  the  20th  of  next  Month,  for  a  stay  of  8 
or  10  days.  If  then  you  are  disposed  to  undertake  my  business, 
and  wish  to  see  the  nature  of  it,  and  the  present  state  of  it;  I 
should  be  glad  to  see  you  there  about  that  time,  when  every  nec- 
essary arrangement  may  be  made  if  we  should  finally  agree. 

From  Baltimore  to  Mount  Vernon  by  the  way  of  the  Federal 
City,  George  Town,  and  Alexandria,  is  59  measured  Miles;  and 
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from  Annapolis  to  the  same  place,  crossing  Potomac  at  Alexan- 
dria, is  45  Miles;  but  it  might  be  reduced  to  less  than  40  if  there 
was  a  ferry  opposite  to  my  house.  From  Baltimore  to  Alexan- 
dria (through  the  above  places)  the  regular  Stages  pass;  and  set 
out  every  Monday,  Wednesday  and  friday  from  the  former, 
reaching  the  latter  the  same  day ;  from  whence  a  horse  could  be 
hired  without  difficulty,  I  believe,  to  carry  you  to  my  house,  dis- 
tant 9  miles.  I  mention  these  things  for  your  information,  in 
case  you  should  determine  to  go  there. 

If  you  resolve  to  meet  me  at  Mount  Vernon,  give  me  notice 
thereof  immediately;  and  if  business  or  any  other  cause  should 
render  it  impracticable  for  me  to  be  there,  at  the  time,  I  will 
inform  you,  so  as  to  prevent  your  setting  out. 

I  informed  you  at  our  meeting,  that  I  had  eight  or  ten  Negro 
Carpenters  under  the  care  of  a  worthless  White  man,  whom  I 
had  forborn  to  turn  away  on  account  of  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances attending  his  family;  But  I  suffer  so  much  from  his 
negligence;  by  his  bad  qualities;  and  bad  examples;  that  I  find 
it  indispensably  necessary  to  get  some  other  workman  to  supply 
his  place.  If  it  should  be  your  lot  to  superintend  my  affairs,  your 
own  ease,  as  well  as  my  interest,  would  induce  you  to  look  out 
for  a  successor  to  him,  against  New  Years  day;  if  not,  and  you 
could  recommend  a  proper  character  for  this  business,  it  would 
be  rendering  me  an  acceptable  service  to  do  it.  I  am  etc.91 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Philadelphia,  August  27, 1793. 
Dear  Sir :  You  would  oblige  me  by  draughting  an  answer  to 
the  enclosed  Address  from  Richmond  (Virginia).  If  you  can, 

81  From  the  printed  text  in  M.  D.  Conway's  George  Washington  and  Mount  Vernon, 
Long  Island  Historical  Society  Memoirs  (vol.  4). 
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conveniently  do  it,  to  go  by  the  Post  of  tomorrow,  it  would  be 
wished;  if  not,  it  will  do  very  well  against  Friday's  Post. 

If  you  are  not  engaged  and  will  take  dinner  with  me  today 
I  should  be  glad  of  your  Company.  Govr.  Blount  and  Genl. 
Pickens  will  be  here.  Yours  always  etc.92 

To  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  RICHMOND 

[August  28, 1793.] 
Fellow  Citizens:  Among  the  numerous  expressions  of  the 
public  sense  in  favor  of  the  measures  which  have  been  adopted 
for  the  observance  of  neutrality  in  the  present  war  of  Europe, 
none  is  more  grateful  to  me,  than  that  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Richmond  and  its  vicinity.  The  manner  in  which  it  is  con- 
veyed, lays  claim  to  my  affectionate  acknowledgments. 

In  recollecting  the  anticipations  wch.  were  entertained  of  a 
pacific  policy,  as  most  consonant  with  the  situation  of  the 
United  States  and  the  genius  of  our  Government,  it  is  a  pleas- 
ing reflection,  that  when  the  occasion  for  exemplifying  it  oc- 
curs, sentiments  corresponding  with  it  appear  to  pervade  every 
part  of  the  community.  This  steadiness  of  views,  highly  hon- 
orable to  the  national  character  is  well  calculated  to  support,  in 
the  administration  of  our  affairs,  a  spirit  constantly  favorable 
to  the  great  object  of  peace. 

And  tho'  the  best  and  sincerest  endeavours  to  this  end,  may 
sometimes  prove  ineffectual;  yet  it  will  always  be  a  source  of 
consolation  and  encouragement,  that  the  calamities  of  war,  if 
at  any  time  they  shall  be  experienced,  have  been  unsought  and 
unprovoked.  Every  good  citizen  will  then  meet  events  with 
that  firmness  and  perseverance  which  naturally  accompany  the 
consciousness  of  a  good  cause,  the  conviction  that  there  is  no 
ground  for  self-reproach. 

82  From  the  Hamilton  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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True  to  our  duties  and  interests  as  Americans,  firm  to  our 
purpose  as  lovers  of  peace,  let  us  unite  our  fervent  prayers  to  the 
great  ruler  of  the  Universe,  that  the  justice  and  moderation  of 
all  concerned  may  permit  us  to  continue  in  the  uninterrupted  en- 
joyment of  a  blessing,  which  we  so  greatly  prize,  and  of  which 
we  ardently  wish  them  a  speedy  and  permanent  participation.93 

To  JAMES  McHENRY 

Philadelphia,  August  28, 1793. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  favoured  with  your  letter  of  the  11  of 
this  month,  and  thank  you  very  cordially  for  the  information 
contained  in  it.  I  have  also  received  your  letter  of  the  9  instant, 
recommending  Mr. }.  H.  Purviance  to  fill  the  office  of  Surveyor 
of  the  Port  of  Baltimore.  And  altho'  you  know  it  is  not  my 
custom  to  answer  letters,  of  this  discription ;  yet,  in  the  Present 
Occasion  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  observe  to  you,  that  know- 
ing the  very  decided  part  which  this  Gentleman's  Father  took 
in  our  Revolution,  his  perseverence  in  the  cause,  the  services 
rendered  by  him  to  our  Country,  and  the  disagreeable  situation 
in  which  he  left  a  worthy  family,  I  felt  a  strong  inclination  to 
have  served  Mr.  Purviance  in  the  Present  instance  on  these 
Accounts;  as  well  as  on  Account  of  his  own  merits  and  qualifi- 
cations, which  from  the  testimonies  produced  are  undoubtedly 
great,  but  as  the  several  offices  in  the  Revenue  department  in 
our  large  Ports  were  intended  in  a  great  measure,  as  a  check  on 
each  other,  and  one  of  the  Offices  in  Baltimore  being  already 
filled  by  an  Uncle  of  this  Gentleman,  I  concluded,  upon  the 
fullest  consideration  of  the  subject,  that  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
J.  H.  Purviance  to  the  office  of  Surveyor,  might  possibly  give 

93  This  reply  to  the  address  of  the  inhabitants  of  Richmond  was  inclosed  in  a  short 
note  to  George  Wythe,  who  had  presided  at  the  meeting  which  adopted  the  address. 
The  note,  together  with  this  reply  to  the  address,  is  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in 
the  Washington  Papers.  The  address,  dated  August  17,  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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rise  to  insinuations  not  very  favourable  to  the  Gentlemen  them- 
selves or  to  the  Government.  Altho'  I  am  fully  persuaded  my- 
self that,  in  the  case  alluded  to,  no  collusion  would  ever  happen. 
The  office  of  Collector  of  Annapolis  will  require  a  new  ap- 
pointment as  soon  as  a  person  properly  qualified  can  be  found 
to  accept  it.  Captn.  Kilty  was  strongly  recommended  for  the 
office  of  Surveyor  of  Baltimore;  but  that  place  being  filled  by 
another,  I  informed  Colo.  Howard,  who  had  written  to  me  in 
behalf  of  Captn.  Kilty,  that,  if  he  would  accept  the  office  of 
Collector  of  Annapolis,  I  would  appoint  him  thereto,  and  men- 
tioned, that,  in  case  Captn.  Kilty  should  decline,  the  office,  then 
I  should  wish  to  appoint  Mr.  J.  H.  Purviance  thereto,  provided 
his  friends  thought  it  would  be  an  object  worth  his  attention. 
I  am  etc.94 

To  GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  MOULTRIE 

Philadelphia,  August  28, 1793. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  nth  of  the  last 
month. 

Having  conceived  an  opinion  highly  favorable  to  General 
Pickens,  I  invited  him  to  repair  to  this  city,  in  order  that  I 
might  obtain  from  him  such  facts  and  information  as  would  be 
essential  to  an  offensive  expedition  against  the  refractory  part 
of  the  Creek  Nation,  whenever  Congress  should  decide  that 
measure  to  be  proper  and  necessary.  The  Constitution  vests  the 
power  of  declaring  war  with  Congress;  therefore  no  offensive 
expedition  of  importance  can  be  undertaken  until  after  they 
shall  have  deliberated  upon  the  subject,  and  authorized  such  a 
measure. 

It  is  essential  (which  is  communicated  to  you  on  confidence) 
that  under  the  present  circumstances,  it  is  not  improbable  but 

04 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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that  an  offensive  Creek  war  might  bring  on  a  war  with  an 
European  power,  whose  possessions  are  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Creeks. 

From  recent  information  from  Mr.  Seagrove,  it  would  ap- 
pear, that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Creeks,  particularly  the 
upper  Creeks,  were  determined  to  make  satisfaction  for  the  in- 
juries which  have  been  done  by  that  nation;  but  the  bearers  of 
this  message  were  killed  by  a  party  of  militia,  the  consequences 
of  which,  time  will  develope. 

I  have  had  just  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  information  of 
General  Pickens,  and,  if  the  time  shall  arrive  when  an  expedi- 
tion shall  be  directed,  I  shall  be  greatly  gratified  by  his  taking 
an  eminent  part  therein.  I  have  the  honor  etc.95 

To  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE 
DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

Philadelphia,  August  29, 1793. 

Gentlemen :  I  enclose  you  an  Estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  Capi- 
tol for  the  Federal  City  upon  Mr.  Hallet's  plan,  calculated  in  the 
Philada.  prices  by  Mr.  Carstairs,  one  of  the  Architects  brought 
forward  by  Dr.  Thornton  on  the  late  occasion  of  discussing  the 
objections  offered  to  his  plan.  Altho'  it  may  not  be  proper  to 
rely  entirely  upon  this  Estimate;  yet  it  will  probably  be  found  a 
very  useful  document  in  going  on  with  the  work. 

In  contemplating  characters  suitable  to  inspect  your  accounts, 
agreeably  to  your  request,  I  have  thoughts  of  appointing  Captn. 
Conway,96  of  Alexandria,  and  Major  John  Ross,  of  Bladens- 
burg;  they  having  struck  me  as  Gentlemen  very  competent  to 
the  business  in  every  respect,  and  believing  them  to  be  as  little 
interested  in  the  objects  for  which  the  expenditures  have  been 

95 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
06Capt.  Richard  Conway. 
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made,  as  any  proper  characters  in  that  quarter  would  be  likely 
to  be.  on  the  latter  point,  however,  you  are  better  able  to  judge 
than  I  am,  and  will  let  me  know  if  any  objection  could  arise  on 
that  head :  and  in  case  there  should  be  none,  I  will  let  those 
Gentlemen  know  my  wishes  for  them  to  undertake  the  busi- 
ness, as  soon  as  I  hear  from  you.  In  the  meantime  it  may  be 
well  for  you  to  inform  me  how  long  it  will  probably  take  to  ex- 
amine the  accounts;  and  whether  it  would  be  best  to  have  it 
done  during  your  meeting,  or  at  any  other  time,  that  I  may  let 
the  Gentlemen  know  these  circumstances,  upon  which  perhaps 
will  depend  their  accepting  or  declining  the  appointment;  and 
also  whether,  as  the  business  is  of  a  public  nature,  it  would  be 
expected  that  compensation  should  be  made  for  the  time  or 
trouble  of  executing  it. 

Query.  In  what  manner  would  it  be  proper  to  state  the  ac- 
counts with  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  they  having 
advanced  money  which  have  not  been  all  expended  on  the 
objects  for  which  they  were  appropriated  ? 

I  propose,  if  the  situation  of  public  business  will  permit,  to 
leave  this  place  for  Mount  Vernon  about  the  14  of  next  month. 
With  very  great  regard,  I  am  etc.97 

To  REVEREND  SAMUEL  MILLER 

Philadelphia,  August  29, 1793. 
Sir :  It  is  but  a  few  days  since  that  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive 
your  polite  letter  of  the  4  instant,  which  accompanied  the  Ser- 
mon delivered  by  you  on  the  4  of  July,  and  I  beg  you  will  accept 
my  best  thanks  for  the  attention  shewn  in  forwarding  the  same 
to  me.  I  am  etc.98 


87  In  the  writing  of  Bartholomew  Dandridge  in  Letters  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia  in  the  Library  of. 
Congress. 

83 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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*To  GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS 

Philadelphia,  September  1, 1793. 

Dear  Sir:  This  letter  will  be  presented  to  you  By  Mr.  Lear, 
whom  I  beg  leave  (if  he  should  go  to  France)  to  recommend  to 
your  civilities.  He  is  a  person  who  possesses  my  entire  friend- 
ship and  confidence;  and  will  not  be  found  unworthy  of  your 
acquaintance,  as  he  will  have  it  in  his  power  to  give  you  an  acct., 
which  you  may  rely  on,  of  the  true  situation  of  things  in  this 
Country. 

Mercantile  pursuits  have  induced  him  to  leave  my  family;  by 
these  he  is  carried  to  Europe  for  a  short  stay,  only.  I  shall  not 
repeat  to  you  the  sincere  esteem  and  regard  with  which  I  am  etc. 

To  WILLIAM  SHORT 

Philadelphia,  September  1, 1793. 

Sir:  If  this  letter  should  reach  you  hand's,  it  will  be  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Lear,  a  Gentleman  who  has  lived  with  me  more 
than  Seven  years.  The  last  four  of  which  as  my  Secretary. 

He  is  now  withdrawing  himself  from  this  office,  having  en- 
gaged in  the  Mercantile  scheme;  which  for  a  short  Stay,  takes 
him  to  Europe.  His  conduct  during  the  period  he  has  resided 
in  my  Family,  has  been  uniformly  good  as  to  entitle  him  to  my 
affectionate  regard,  and  is  my  apology  for  recommending  him 
to  your  civilities,  in  case  he  should  fall  in  your  way  during  his 
absence  from  this  Country.  From  none  would  you  be  able  to 
obtain  oral  information  more  to  be  relied  on,  of  the  Situation 
of  affairs  in  this  Country. 

With  esteem  and  regard  I  am  etc." 

"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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*To  THOMAS  PINCKNEY 

Philadelphia,  September  i,  1793. 

Dear  Sir:  Notwithstanding  Mr.  Lear  is  already  known  to 
you,  I  cannot  suffer  him  to  depart  without  this  letter  of  intro- 
duction to  your  civilities,  whilst  he  may  remain  in  London. 

He  is  a  person  whose  conduct  has  entitled  him  to  my  warm- 
est friendship  and  regard,  and  one  from  whom  you  may  obtain 
the  best  oral  information  of  the  real  state  of  matters  in  this 
Country. 

Mercantile  pursuits  withdraws  him  from  my  family,  and  car- 
ries him  to  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  measure 
he  has  adopted,  for  his  future  walk. 

Present,  if  you  please,  my  respects  to  Mrs.  Pinckney;  and  be 
assured  of  the  sincere  esteem  and  regard  with  which  I  am  etc. 

To  NICHOLAS  VAN  STAPHORST 

Philadelphia,  September  1, 1793. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  2d.  of  May,  giving  me  information  of  the  steps  you 
had  taken  respecting  the  bill  of  Exchange  which  I  remitted  to 
you  in  January  last.  Your  attention  to  this  business  merits  and 
receives  my  best  thanks. 

This  letter  will  be  put  into  your  hands  by  Mr.  Tobias  Lear,  a 
Gentleman  who  has  been  [my  Secretary,  and]  a  member  of  my 
family  for  seven  years  last  past.  He  has  been  making  arrange- 
ments for  forming  an  extensive  commercial  establishment  at 
the  Federal  City  on  the  River  Potomak,  and  now  goes  to  Eu- 
rope for  the  purpose  of  taking  measures  thereto  carry  his  plan 
into  effect.  [His  uniform  good  conduct  having  entitled  him  to 
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my  highest  esteem  and  regard  must  be  my  apology  for  taking 
the  liberty  of  introducing  him  to  your  civilities  whilst  he  shall 
remain  in  Holland.  I  have  the  honor  etc.]1 

*To  ARTHUR  YOUNG 

Philadelphia,  September  i,  1793. 

Sir :  Instead  of  commencing  this  letter  with  an  apology  for 
suffering  your  favor  of  the  17th.  of  last  Jany.  to  remain  so  long 
unacknowledged,  I  will  refer  you  to  the  bearer,  who  is  perfectly 
acquainted  with  my  situation,  for  the  reason  why  it  has  done  so. 

The  bearer  Sir,  is  Mr.  Lear,  a  gentleman  who  has  been  a 
member  of  my  family  seven  years;  and,  until  the  present  mo- 
ment, my  Secretary,  consequently  cannot,  as  I  have  observed 
before,  be  unknowing  to  the  nature,  and  pressure  of  the  busi- 
ness in  which  I  am  continually  involved. 

As  a  proof,  however,  that  I  have  not  been  altogether  inatten- 
tive to  your  commands;  I  enclose  the  result  of  Mr.  Peters's  an- 
swer to  some  enquiries  of  yours;  and  the  copy  also  of  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Jefferson  to  whom  I  had  propounded,  for  solution, 
other  queries  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  above  date.  The 
documents  I  send,  have  the  signature  of  those  gentlemen  an- 
nexed to  them  but  for  your  satisfaction  only.  Mr.  Peters  is,  as 
you  will  perceive  by  vein  in  his  letter,  a  man  of  humour.  He  is 
a  theorist,  and  admitted  one  of  the  best  practical  farmers  in  this 
part  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

But,  as  it  is  not  so  much  what  the  soil  of  this  Country  actually 
produces,  as  it  is  capable  of  producing  by  skilful  management 
that  I  conceive  to  be  the  object  of  your  enquiry,  and  to  know 
whether  this  produce  would  meet  a  ready  Market  and  good 

1From  a  photostat  of  the  draft  in  the  writing  of  Tobias  Lear  kindly  furnished  by 
George  A.  Ball,  of  Muncie,  Ind.  The  parts  in  brackets  are  in  the  writing  of  Wash- 
ington. 
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prices.  What  the  nature  of  the  climate  in  general,  is.  The  tem- 
perature thereof  in  the  different  States.  The  quality  and  prices 
of  the  lands,  with  the  improvements  thereon,  in  various  parts 
of  the  Union.  The  prospects  which  are  unfolding  in  each  &ca. 
&ca.  I  can  do  no  better  than  refer  you  to  the  Oral  information 
of  the  bearer,  who  is  a  person  of  intelligence,  and  pretty  well 
acquainted  with  the  State  from  New  Hampshire  (inclusive)  to 
Virginia;  and  one  in  whom  you  may,  as  I  do,  place  entire  con- 
fidence in  all  he  shall  relate  of  his  own  knowledge;  and  believe 
is  given  from  information,  as  it  will  be  handed  with  caution. 

Mr.  Lear  has  been  making  arrangements  for  forming  an  ex- 
tensive commercial  establishment  at  the  Federal  City  on  the 
River  Potomac;  and  now  goes  to  Europe  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  measures,  there,  to  carry  his  plan  into  effect.  I  persuaded 
myself  that  any  information  you  can  give  him,  respecting  the 
Manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  will  be  gratefully  received;  and 
as  I  have  particular  friendship  for  him,  I  shall  consider  any 
civilities  shewn  him  by  you,  as  a  mark  of  your  politeness  to  Sir 
Your  etc.2 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Monday  Morning,  September  2  [1793 ?]3 
Dear  Sir:  Interwoven  in  the  enclosed  Address,  are  Senti- 
ments as  difficult  to  answer,  as  it  would  seem  odd  to  pass  by 
unnoticed;  believing,  as  I  do,  that  they  are  the  sentiments  of  a 
large  part  of  the  people  of  this  Country. 

I  would  thank  you  for  making  such  alterations  in  the  expres- 
sion of  the  draft  of  an  answer  (enclosed)  as  in  your  judgment 
will  make  it  paletable  on  all  sides,  or  unexceptionable.  The 

3  From  a  photostat  of  the  original  through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  A.  S.  W.  Rosenbach, 
of  New  York  City. 
3 Undated  as  to  year. 
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bearer  will  wait,  as  I  wish  to  return  the  answer  by  the  Mail  of 
today.  Your  always. 

No  matter  how  rough  the  answer  comes  to  me,  so  it  can  be 
read.4 

To  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  CITY  OF 
NEW  LONDON5 

[September  2, 1793.] 

Fellow  Citizens :  The  motives  which  have  induced  a  public 
expression  of  your  sentiments  at  the  present  juncture,  are  such 
as  naturally  operate  upon  good  Citizens,  when  points,  which 
materially  concern  the  happiness  of  their  Country  are  the  sub- 
jects of  discussion. 

Your  approbation  of  my  conduct  on  the  occasion,  to  which 
it  relates,  could  not  fail  to  give  me  particular  pleasure,  and  to 
serveasasupporttomy  confidence  in  pursuing  measures  which, 
dictated  by  official  duty,  have  for  [their]  object  the  peace  and 
happiness  of  our  common  Country. 

Sentiments  sincerely  friendly  to  the  French  Nation,  and  the 
most  cordial  wishes  for  their  welfare,  unite,  I  doubt  not,  all 
the  Citizens  of  the  United  States;  but  it  cannot  be  incompatible 
with  these  dispositions  to  give  full  weight  to  the  great  and  com- 
manding considerations  which  respect  the  immediate  welfare 
of  our  own  Country.8 

Experienced  as  we  have  lately  been  in  the  calamities  of  war, 
it  must  be  the  prayer  of  every  good  Citizen  that  it  may  long  be 

4  From  the  Hamilton  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress,  where  it  is  filed  under  date 
of  Sept.  2,  1795.  It  probably  refers  to  the  President's  answer  to  the  address  of  the 
Inhabitant's  of  New  London,  Conn.,  Aug.  22,  1793,  on  the  neutrality  proclamation, 
which  is  in  the  Washington  Papers.  No  draft  of  Washington's  answer  is  now  found 
in  the  Washington  Papers. 

5  Connecticut. 

'After  approving  the  neutrality  proclamation,  the  New  London  address  stated: 
"We  hesitate  not,  Sir,  to  allow  that  our  feelings  take  a  decided  part  in  favour  of  the 
French  Nation;  we  regard  them  as  the  Nation  who  were  our  first  and  firmest  friends 
in  an  hour  of  distress  .  .  .  yet  we  conceive  that  it  would  be  the  heighth  of  Folly  and 
Madness  for  the  United  States  to  unnecessarily  to  engage  in  the  war." 
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averted  from  our  land,  and  that  the  blessings  which  a  kind  prov- 
idence has  bestowed  upon  us,  may  continue  uninterrupted.7 

To  JAMES  M.ADAIR 

Philadelphia,  September  4, 1793. 

Sir:  I  have  reed,  your  letter  of  the  31st  ulto.  from  New  York 
enclosing  one  from  Sr.  Edwd.  Newenham,  also  the  magazines, 
the  Packet  from  Sr.  John  Sinclair  &c.  for  your  care  and  atten- 
tion in  forwarding  them  I  beg  you  to  accept  my  thanks. 

Any  civilities  which  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  shew  you  while 
you  remain  in  this  Country,  will  give  me  Pleasure.  I  am  etc.8 

To  THE  LANDHOLDERS  AND  OTHER  CITIZENS 
OF  DORCHESTER  COUNTY9 

[September  4, 1793.] 
Fellow  Citizens:  No  one  can  more  sincerely  deprecate  the 
horrors  of  war,  or  more  ardently  wish  to  continue  to  our  Coun- 
try the  blessings  uniformly  attending  peace,  than  I  do. 

To  meet  your  approbation  of  a  measure  resulting  from  these 
motives,  and  from  the  fullest  conviction  that  it  was  the  duty  and 
interest  of  this  Country  to  remain  neuter  in  a  contest  which  has 
engaged  most  of  the  powers  of  Europe,  at  the  expense  of  much 
blood  and  treasure,  cannot  but  be  extremely  pleasing  to  me. 

The  miseries  attending  war,  are  recently  within  our  own  ex- 
perience; and  though  the  issue  of  our  struggle  was  glorious,  and 
the  prosperity  and  happiness  we  have  derived  from  it  unequalled 
perhaps  in  any  other  Country,  yet,  I  trust  the  good  sense  of  the 

7 This  reply  to  the  address  from  the  inhabitants  of  New  London  was  forwarded  in 
a  brief  inclosing  note  to  Richard  Law,  chairman  of  the  meeting  which  drew  up  the 
address  to  the  President.  This  reply  and  note  are  recorded  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in 
the  Washington  Papers. 

8From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

0 Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland. 
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people  of  these  United  States,  will  never  (if  peace  can  be  pre- 
served consistently  with  our  dignity  and  honor)  suffer  them- 
selves to  be  drawn  into  another. 

As  far  as  my  endeavours  can  contribute  towards  the  preserva- 
tion of  this  desirable  object,  my  most  active  exertions  shall  not 
be  wanting.10 

To  GOVERNOR  JOSHUA  CLAYTON11 

Philadelphia,  September  4, 1793. 

Sir:  Considering,  as  I  do,  a  state  of  peace  as  the  greatest  bless- 
ing which  can  attend  any  Country,  I  feel  peculiar  pleasure  in 
receiving  from  you,  the  assurance  of  the  constant  and  steady 
support  of  the  late  Grand  Jury  of  Sussex  County,  to  preserve  to 
our  Country  a  happiness  so  truly  desirable. 

Influenced  by  this  consideration,  I  was  led  to  declare  these 
States  neutral  with  regard  to  the  powers  now  at  war,  and  I  am 
happy  in  finding  the  measure  so  generally  approved  by  my 
Fellow  Citizens,  whose  welfare  it  shall  be  my  constant  study 
to  promote,  and  whose  confidence  I  shall  always  endeavour  to 
merit. 

For  the  favorable  sentiments  they  have  expressed  towards 
me,  my  warmest  thanks  are  offered,  and  my  best  wishes  recip- 
rocated.12 

*To  ROBERT  MORRIS 

Thursday  Morning,  September  5, 1793. 
Dear  Sir:  The  enclosed  is,  at  Mr.  Powells  request,  returned 
to  you;  with  my  thanks  for  the  perusal. 

10  This  reply  was  inclosed  in  a  brief  note,  dated  September  4,  to  John  Eccleston, 
chairman  of  the  meeting  of  Dorchester  citizens.  Both  the  reply  and  note  are  entered 
in  the  "  Letter  Book. "  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

11  Of  Delaware. 

2 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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I  take  the  liberty  (and  for  the  reason  therein  mentioned)  to 
lay  before  you  General  Spotswoods  letter  to  me  respecting  his 
Son,  assuring  you  at  the  sametime  that  it  is  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  complying  with  his  request  it  is  done,  and  not  that  I  wish,  in 
the  smallest  degree  to  urge  the  request  further  than  it  may  coin- 
cide with  your  own  convenience  and  Plans.  Yours  always  and 
Affectionately.13 

TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE 
DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

Philadelphia,  September  5, 1793. 

Gentlemen :  Mr.  Winstanley,14  a  celebrated  Landskip  Painter, 
is  disposed  to  take  a  view  of  the  Federal  City,  or  of  the  grounds 
in  the  vicinity  of  it.  As  you  will  be  there  about  the  time  he  may 
arrive,  I  take  the  liberty  of  giving  him  this  letter  of  introduction 
to  you. 

His  designs  are  more  extensive  and  I  have  suggested  the  Great 
and  little  Falls;  the  passage  of  the  River  Potomac  through  the 
Blue  Mountains,  the  Natural  bridge,  &c.  as  grand  objects.  I  am 
etc.15 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Philadelphia,  September  6, 1793. 
My  Dear  Sir:  With  extreme  concern  I  receive  the  expression 
of  your  apprehensions,  that  you  are  in  the  first  stages  of  the  pre- 
vailing fever.16 1  hope  they  are  groundless,  notwithstanding  the 

"From  a  photograph  of  the  original  kindly  furnished  by  the  United  States  Naval 
Academy. 

"William  Winstanley. 

"From  the  printed  text  in  the  Washington  and  Lear  Letters  (W.  K.  Bixby:  1905), 
P-  95- 

"Yellow  fever. 
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malignancy  of  the  disorder  is  so  much  abated,  as  with  proper 
and  timely  applications  not  much  is  to  be  dreaded. 

The  inclosed  was  written  and  sent  to  your  office  yesterday, 
with  direction  if  you  were  not  there,  to  be  brought  back.  And 
it  would  be  a  very  pleasing  circumstance  if  a  change  so  entirely 
favourable  as  to  justify  it,  would  permit  your  attendance,  and  to 
bring  Mrs.  Hamilton  with  you,  to  dine  with  us  at  three  o'clock. 
I  am  etc.17 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Philadelphia,  September  7, 1793. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,18  and  ap- 
proving the  measures  suggested  therein,  desire  you  will  make 
arrangements  for  carrying  them  into  effect  with  as  little  loss  of 
time  as  may  be.19 

To  ROBERT  TAYLOR20 

Philadelphia,  September  9, 1793. 
Sir:  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  31st 
ultimo,  enclosing  sundry  resolutions  entered  into  by  the  Citi- 
zens of  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  it  is  with  much  sensibility  I 
declare  to  you,  and  thro'  you  beg  leave  to  make  known  to  them, 
the  satisfaction  I  derive  from  their  approbation  of,  and  steady 
and  zealous  determination  to  support  measures  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  U.  S.  arising  from  pure  motives,  and  a  conviction 
that  they  are  essential  to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  our 
Country. 

17  From  a  recent  copy  in  the  Hamilton  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

18 Jefferson's  letter  is  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers.  It  is 
written  in  the  third  person  and  concerns  his  answer  to  Hammond's  letter  of  August  30 
regarding  certain  special  cases  of  vessels  and  the  establishment  of  a  general  rule  of 
restitution  or  compensation.  Jefferson  wished  the  Cabinet  to  approve  the  draft  of  his 
answer  to  Hammond. 

19From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

'"Mayor  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  chairman  of  the  citizens'  meeting. 
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Aided  by  the  good  sense  and  virtuous  exertions  of  the  en- 
lightened Citizens  of  these  States,  I  enjoy  the  pleasing  hope  that 
we  shall  be  able  to  preserve  to  our  Country  the  invaluable  bless- 
ing of  peace  at  this  interesting  period.  Whilst  the  Citizens  of 
Norfolk  express  their  serious  resolution  to  maintain  this  desir- 
able state,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  find  them  regarding,  as  be- 
comes free-men,  any  improper  interferences  which  might  be 
offensive  to  the  dignity  of  our  Nation. 

For  the  marks  of  personal  respect  and  attachment,  which  the 
Citizens  of  Norfolk  are  pleased  to  express  towards  me,  I  beg 
you  to  present  to  them  my  warmest  gratitude.21 

To  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE 
DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

Philadelphia,  September  9, 1793. 
Gentlemen :  I  have  duly  received  your  letter  of  Sep.  5.  and  in 
consequence  thereof  have  authorised  mr.  David  Ross  of  Bla- 
densburg,  and  Colo.  Robert  Townshend  Hooe  of  Alexandria, 
to  examine  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
monies  appropriated  to  your  trust  as  Commissioners  of  the  pub- 
lic buildings  of  the  federal  territory,  and  to  certify  to  me  the 
result.22  I  am  etc.23 

To  DENNIS  WHELEN24 

Philadelphia,  September  9, 1793. 
Sir:  I  feel  much  satisfaction  in  receiving  thro'  you,  at  this 
critical  period  when  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every  good  Citizen 

21  From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

22  On  September  9  Washington  wrote  to  Ross  and  Hooe  requesting  them  to  audit 
the  accounts.  The  draft,  in  the  writing  of  Jefferson,  is  also  in  District  of  Columbia 
Letters  and  Papers. 

"The  draft,  in  the  writing  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  is  in  District  of  Columbia  Letters 
and  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

21  Foreman  of  the  grand  jury  of  Chester  County,  Pa. 
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to  preserve  peace  to  his  Country  assurances  from  the  late  Grand 
Jury  of  Chester  County,  of  their  intention  to  pursue  every 
means  to  ensure  to  the  United  States  that  inestimable  blessing. 
The  motive  which  led  to  a  declaration  of  the  neutrality  of 
these  States,  was  a  conviction  of  its  being  for  their  interest  and 
happiness;  and  it  affords  me  singular  pleasure  to  find  that 
measure  so  generally  approved  by  my  Fellow  Citizens  whose 
prosperity  and  ease  it  will  always  be  my  first  care  to  promote.25 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

(Private) 

Philadelphia,  September  9, 1793. 

Dr.  Sir :  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Gentlemen  at  their  meeting, 
on  Saturday  last  if  I  mistake  not,  that  Mr.  Wolcott26  should  be 
desired  to  request  Mr.  Webster  to  substantiate  the  language  of 
the  Minister  of  the  French  Republic  as  related  by  him  in  the 
enclosed  letter. 

Colo.  Hamilton's  situation,  for  which  I  feel  extreme  regret, 
does  not  permit  his  having  any  agency  in  the  matter  at  present; 
I  therefore  send  the  letter  which  he  forwarded  to  me  from  Mr. 
Webster  to  Mr.  Wolcott  to  your  care,  being  persuaded  that 
whatever  measure  shall  be  deemed  right  and  proper  will  be  put 
in  train  by  you. 

I  think  it  would  not  be  prudent  either  for  you  or  the  Clerks 
in  your  Office,  or  the  Office  itself  to  be  too  much  exposed  to  the 
malignant  fever,  which  by  well  authenticated  report,  is  spread- 
ing through  the  City;  The  means  to  avoid  it27  your  own  judg- 
ment under  existing  circumstances  must  dictate. 

25 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

26  Oliver  Wolcott. 

"The  word  "it"  was  inserted  and  afterwards  crossed  off  inadvertendy. 
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As  the  spreading  and  continuance  of  the  disorder  may  render 
it  unadvisable  for  me  to  return  to  this  City  as  soon  as  I  at  first 
intended,  I  wd.  thank  you,  in  case  you  should  remain  in  the 
vicinity  of  it  to  write  me  a  line  by  every  Monday's  Post  inform- 
ing me  concisely  of  the  then  state  of  matters;  with  other  occur- 
rences which  may  be  essential  for  me  to  be  made  acquainted 
with. 

And  I  would  thank  you  also  for  your  advice  to  Mr.  Fraunces 
or  Mrs.  Emmerson  (the  House  keeper)  if,  by  means  of  the  Dis- 
order my  Household  Affairs  in  this  City  should  be  involved  in 
any  delicacy.  I  sincerely  wish,  and  pray,  that  you  and  yours, 
may  escape  untouched  and,  when  we  meet  again,  that  it  may  be 
under  circumstances  more  pleasing  than  the  present.  I  am  etc.28 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Chester,  September  10, 1793. 
Dear  Sir :  I  return  from  this  place,  the  Papers  which  you  put 
into  my  hands  on  the  Road,  to  day.29  The  unpromising  state  of 
the  Negotiation  at  Madrid,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Commis- 
sioners that  their  Commission  should  be  withdrawn,  and  mat- 
ters at  that  Court  placed  in  Statu  quo,  deserve  very  serious 
consideration.  I  pray  you  to  give  it;  and  if  it  rests  altogether 
with  the  Executive  (after  the  Agency  the  Senate  has  had  in  the 
business)  let  me  know  the  result. 

28To  this  letter  Ford  prints  the  following  footnote:  "On  August  12th,  Webster  had 
dined  at  the  same  table  with  Genet,  Captain  Bompard,  and  one  of  Genet's  secretaries. 
In  the  course  of  the  conversation  Paschal  (the  secretary)  asserted  that  Washington 
made  war  upon  the  French  nation.  Genet  agreed  in  this,  and  went  on  to  say  that  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States  (not  the  President)  was  under  the  influence  of  British 
gold,  and  the  officers  were  in  the  British  influence  and  had  formed  a  plan  to  subject 
America  to  Great  Britain.  He  asserted  that  he  had  very  good  letters  to  prove  this." 
No  letters  of  Webster  or  Wolcott  on  this  matter,  nor  copies  of  them,  are  now  found 
in  the  Washington  Papers. 

29  On  the  morning  of  September  10  Washington  left  Philadelphia  for  Mount 
Vernon,  where  he  arrived  September  14. 
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Mr.  Carmichael  must  not  be  the  person  left  there;  for,  from 
him  we  should  never  hear  a  tittle  of  what  is  going  forward  at 
the  Court  of  Madrid.  I  am  &c.30 

To  JAMES  LLOYD31 

Philadelphia,  September  [10?],  1793. 

Sir:  The  spirit  which  breathes  throughout  the  resolutions  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  Kent  County  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  lately 
convened  at  Chester  town,  does  honor  to  their  character  as  Citi- 
zens.32 'Tis  by  such  a  spirit,  seconding  the  endeavours  of  the 
Government,  that  we  shall  have  the  fairest  prospect  of  preserv- 
ing our  peace.  'Tis  by  such  a  spirit  that  in  any  event  we  shall 
secure  the  internal  tranquility  of  our  Country,  its  respectability, 
and  shall  be  enabled  to  encounter  with  firmness  any  attempt, 
hostile  to  its  safety,  its  honor,  or  its  welfare. 

The  expressions  of  confidence  and  attachment  towards  my- 
self contained  in  the  same  resolutions,  impress  me  with  sensa- 
tions analagous  to  their  fervour  and  earnestness,  and  to  the  true 
esteem  and  regard  which  I  always  feel  for  the  respectable  Citi- 
zens from  whom  they  come.33 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Elkton,  September  11, 1793. 
Sir :  I  will  thank  you  to  have  made  out  and  forwarded  to  me 
a  Commission  for  the  Collector  of  Annapolis,  in  place  of  David- 
son34 leaving  the  name  of  the  person  blank  to  be  filled  up  by 

30  From  the  Jefferson  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

31  Chairman  of  the  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  Kent  County,  Md. 

82  The  resolutions  of  the  meeting  were  forwarded  to  Washington,  September  2,  by 
Lloyd. 

^From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

34  John  Davidson.  He  had  been  appointed  inspector  of  the  port  of  Annapolis. 
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me,  you  will  please  to  have  the  U :  States  Seal  affixed  thereto,  and 
countersigned  by  you,  so  that  it  may  be  sent  directly  from  me  to 
the  person  who  shall  be  appointed.15  With  much  esteem  etc.36 

To  JEREMIAH  BANNING 

Mount  Vernon,  September  16, 1793. 

Sir:  The  receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the  7  instant,  enclosing  the 
resolutions  of  the  Citizens  of  Talbot  County,  gave  me  much 
pleasure. 

The  approbation  which  the  administration  of  the  general 
Government  has  met  from  my  fellow  Citizens  throughout 
these  States  cannot  fail  to  excite  in  me  the  liveliest  satisfaction; 
and  the  assurances  given  by  them  of  their  firm  intentions  to 
unite  in  keeping  our  Country  in  a  state  of  peace  at  this  impor- 
tant moment,  is  an  additional  and  pleasing  testimony  of  the 
unanimity  and  good  sense  of  the  Citizens  of  the  U.  States. 

While  I  beg  to  assure  the  Citizens  of  Talbot,  of  the  reliance  I 
place  on  their  disposition  towards  the  general  Government, 
manifested  in  the  resolutions,  I  also  request  you  to  make  known 
to  them  the  pleasure  I  receive  from  their  expressions  of  esteem 
and  attachment  for  my  person;  and  to  you,  Sir,  for  your  polite 
manner  of  transmitting  these  resolutions,  my  best  thanks  are 
offered.38 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

Mount  Vernon,  September  16, 1793. 
Sir :  The  Packet  herewith  sent,  I  fd.  at  the  Post  Office  in  Alex- 
andria, as  I  passed  through  that  Town  on  Saturday  afternoon. 

John  Randall  was  appointed  and  confirmed  collector,  December  30. 
MFrom  the  Jefferson  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
"Chairman  of  the  meeting  of  citizens  of  Talbot  County,  Md. 
*  From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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The  letter  from  the  Minister  of  the  French  Republic,  dated 
the  7th.  instt,  in  answr.  to  one  he  had  received  from  Govr.  Clin- 
ton of  the  3d.  preceeding,  breathes  (as  far  as  I  can  understand 
it  from  Mr.  Dandridge's  translation)  the  same  language  as  all 
others  do  which  have  been  received  from  that  Gentleman  lately. 

The  points  in  it  to  be  decided  on  are  two,  first  the  proposition 
or  rather  information  of  Mr.  Genet  respecting  the  Privateers 
Little  Democrat  and  Carmagnole,  and  2d.  the  William  Tell, 
Prize  to  the  Cerf .  If  the  latter  should  have  got  into  the  Court 
of  Admiralty,  it  will  not,  (at  least  in  the  first  instance)  require 
the  interference  of  the  Executive;  But  if  this  should  not  have 
been  the  case,  any  opinion  which  you,  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
Attorney  General  of  the  U.  States,  shall  agree  in  (I  take  it  for 
granted  that  Colo.  Hamilton  is  not  in  a  situation  to  attend) 
may  be  forwarded  to  the  Governor  of  New  York  as  my  decision 
in  both,  or  either  case,  without  refering  it  to  me. 

With  best  wishes  for  your  continuance  in  health  etc. 

To  THE  CITIZENS  OF  ANNAPOLIS 

[September  18, 1793.] 
Fellow  Citizens :  Conscious  of  having  had  in  view  the  Inter- 
est and  Happiness  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  public  duties;  and  fully  persuaded  that  remaining 
in  a  state  of  neutrality  during  the  present  contest  between  the 
powers  of  Europe,  if  not  absolutely  necessary  to  these  objects, 
would  tend  in  a  very  considerable  degree  to  promote  them,  I 
receive  with  infinite  satisfaction,  testimonies  from  my  Coun- 

On  September  16  Washington  wrote  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia two  brief  letters  ordering  that  the  sale  of  lots,  both  public  and  private,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  on  September  17  be  made  at  the  terms  decided  on  by  the  Com- 
missioners. These  letters  are  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

On  this  same  day  (September  16)  Washington  also  wrote  to  John  Eager  Howard, 
returning  John  Kilty's  letter.  The  original  of  this  letter  is  in  the  possession  of  Dr. 
A.  S.  W.  Rosenbach,  of  New  York  City. 
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trymen,  from  various  parts  of  the  Union,  expressive  of  their 
approbation  of  a  measure  intended  to  advance  the  welfare  of 
my  fellow  Citizens;  and  none  have  given  me  more  pleasure 
than  receiving  that  of  the  Citizens  of  Annapolis. 

The  present  flourishing  situation  of  our  affairs,  and  the  pros- 
perity we  enjoy,  must  be  obvious  to  the  good  Citizens  of  the 
United  States;  it  remains,  therefore,  for  them  to  pursue  such  a 
line  of  conduct,  as  will  insure  these  blessings,  by  averting  the 
calamities  of  a  war. 

The  manner,  Gentlemen,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  express 
yourselves  towards  me  personally,  merits  and  receives  my 
warmest  gratitude;  and  it  will  always  be  my  greatest  pride  and 
happiness  to  receive  the  approving  voice  of  my  fellow  Citizens.39 

To  EDMUND  PENDLETON40 

Mount  Vernon,  September  23, 1793. 

Sir:  The  resolutions  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of 
Caroline,  transmitted  to  me  by  you,  were  received  with  pecu- 
liar pleasure;  because  no  Citizen  of  the  U.  States  can  have  a 
more  sincere  desire,  than  I  have,  to  see  all  attempts  at  subverting 
or  violating  the  Constitution  or  Laws  of  the  Land,  frustrated; 
and  it  gives  me  much  satisfaction,  to  be  assured  of  the  firm 
support  of  my  fellow  Citizens  in  preserving  the  peace  and 
safety  of  our  Country. 

The  expressions  of  gratitude  and  affection,  by  the  Citizens  of 
Caroline,  towards  the  French  Nation,  for  their  generous  aid 

30 This  reply  to  the  address  of  the  citizens  of  Annapolis  was  forwarded  in  a  brief 
note  (September  18)  to  Alexander  Contee  Hanson,  chairman  of  the  meeting.  This 
note,  together  with  the  reply,  is  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington 
Papers. 

On  September  18  President  Washington  laid  the  southeast  cornerstone  of  the  United 
States  Capitol  building  in  the  city  of  Washington.  A  full  description  of  the  ceremony 
is  printed  in  the  Columbian  Mirror  and  Alexandria  Gazette,  Sept.  25,  1793,  a  photo- 
stat of  which  is  in  the  District  of  Columbia  manuscripts  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

40  Chairman  of  the  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Caroline  County,  Va. 
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and  assistance  extended  to  us  in  a  time  of  need  are  truly  laud- 
able, and  must  meet  the  approbation  of  every  grateful  mind. 

I  beg  you,  Sir,  to  assure  the  Citizens  of  Caroline,  of  my  fixed 
attachment  to  the  free  principles  of  our  Government,  and  of 
the  confidence  I  have  in  the  virtue  and  good  sense  of  my  fellow 
Citizens,  which  I  trust  will  always  counteract  any  measures 
which  might  tend  to  weaken  their  affection  to  these  principles, 
or  to  alienate  them  from  the  republican  Government  they  have 
established  for  themselves,  and  under  which  they  have  hither 
to  enjoyed  unequalled  prosperity  and  happiness. 

The  marks  of  respect  and  affection  for  my  person,  manifested 
in  the  resolutions,  demand  and  receive  my  unfeigned  acknowl- 
edgments and  gratitude,  which  I  request  you  to  communicate 
to  the  Citizens  of  Caroline,  and  to  assure  them  of  my  unre- 
mitted endeavours  to  advance  their  welfare  as  far  as  my  powers 
and  abilities  extend.41 

To  WILLIAM  NELSON,  JUNIOR42 

Mount  Vernon,  September  23, 1793. 

Sir:  Your  Letter  of  the  5  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  several 
resolutions  entered  into  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  and 
borough  of  York,  I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  receive. 

That  the  well-being  of  our  Country  rests  upon  the  cultivation 
of  peace  (consistently  with  public  faith  and  our  own  rights) 
agriculture  and  commerce,  I  am  well  convinced;  and  I  beg  you 
to  express  to  my  fellow  Citizens  of  York  County  and  Borough, 
the  satisfaction  I  derive  from  the  declaration  of  their  intentions 
to  join  in  preserving  these  blessings  to  the  United  States,  and  to 
present  them  my  best  thanks  for  their  favorable  expressions 
towards  me  personally.41 

"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

^Chairman  of  the  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  and  County  of 
York,  Va. 


1793]  NEUTRALITY  93 

To  JOHN  DOUGHTY43 

Mount  Vernon,  September  23, 1793. 

Sir:  Your  Letter,  conveying  to  me  the  resolutions,  agreed  to 
by  the  Inhabitants  of  Morris  County,  the  10  inst:  has  reached 
my  hands. 

Their  firm  and  manly  sentiments,  declared  in  the  resolu- 
tions, and  united  determination  to  protect  and  defend  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  our  Country,  are  such  as  become  the  free- 
men and  Citizens  of  the  United  States;  and  evince  their  firm 
and  commendable  resolution  to  preserve  their  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence inviolate.  With  such  aid  and  support,  under  direc- 
tion of  Divine  Providence,  I  trust  the  flourishing  condition  and 
inestimable  blessings  now  enjoyed,  will  be  long  continued  to 
our  Country.44 

To  JOSEPH  PRENTIS43 

Mount  Vernon,  September  23, 1793. 

Sir:  With  no  less  pleasure  than  you  transmitted  them,  I 
received,  enclosed  in  your  Letter  of  the  14  instant,  sundry  reso- 
lutions expressing  the  sentiments  of  the  Citizens  of  Williams- 
burg, on  the  late  declaration  of  the  neutrality  of  these  States. 

Sentiments  like  these,  evidencing  the  good  dispositions  of 
my  Fellow  Citizens,  to  retain  the  advantages  we  at  present 
enjoy  from  a  state  of  peace,  must  be  pleasing  to  every  friend  of 
the  United  States,  and  add  to  the  testimonies  already  given 
of  the  good  sense  of  the  people  thereof. 

I  request  you,  Sir  to  offer  my  since  acknowledgments  to  the 
Citizens  of  Williamsburg,  for  their  pointed  approbation  of  my 

*"  Chairman  of  the  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  Morris  County,  N.  J. 
44  From  the  "  Letter  Book  "  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
45 Chairman  of  the  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Williamsburg,  Va. 
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personal  endeavours  to  promote  their  interests,  and  the  assur- 
ances of  my  best  endeavours  to  guard  their  interests  in  whatso- 
ever shall  depend  upon  the  Executive  powers.48 

*To  EDMUND  PENDLETON 

Mount  Vernon,  September  23, 1793. 
My  dear  Sir :  With  very  sincere  pleasure  I  received  your  pri- 
vate letter  of  the  nth.  instant.47  This  pleasure  was  not  a  little 
enhanced  by  your  reiterated  assurance  of  my  still  holding  that 
place  in  your  estimation  which,  on  more  occasions  than  one, 
you  have  given  me  the  most  flattering  testimony,  highly  gratify- 
ing to  my  mind.  This  assurance  came  opportunely,  as  I  had 
begun  to  conceive  (though  unable  to  assign  a  cause)  that  some 
part  of  my  public  conduct,  however  well  meant  my  endeavors, 

46 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

4,1  Pendleton  had  written:  "I  find  however  that  the  Officer  at  the  head  of  the  Fiscal 
department  stands  charged  by  some  Members  from  hence,  with  misapplication  of  the 
public  money.  ...  I  am  an  utter  stranger  to  the  Gentn.  at  the  head  of  that  depart- 
ment, and  pretty  much  so  to  the  detail  of  his  Conduct,  but  I  will  confess  to  you  Sir, 
that  all  his  reports  on  Ways  and  means,  From  that  on  the  Funding  System  to  the 
present  day,  have  impressed  me  with  an  Idea  of  his  having  made  the  System  of 
the  british  Ministry  the  model  of  his  conduct  as  assumed  American  Primate;  chusing 
rather  to  trust  to  a  moneyed  Interest,  he  has  created,  For  the  Support  of  his  measures, 
than  to  their  rectitude.  I  do'nt  say  these  were  his  motives,  but  such  they  appear  to 
me,  and  I  fear  we  shall  long  feel  the  effects  of  the  System  if  it  were  now  to  be  changed, 
wch.  it  is  supposed  would  be  improper,  at  least  as  to  the  Funding  System. 

"The  Non-discrimination  he  so  much  laboured,  appeared  to  me  a  Sacrifice  of  the 
substance  of  Justice  to  its  shadow;  its  effects  to  throw  unearned  wealth  into  a  few 
unmeriting  hands,  instead  of  diffusing  it  (after  repaying  them  their  purchase  money) 
to  those  who  entitled  themselves  to  it  by  the  most  Meritorious  consideration.  The 
Assumption  of  the  State  debts  in  a  lump  before  it  was  ascertained  that  they  were 
created  for  common  benefit  (which  would  make  them  an  equitable  charge  on  the 
Union),  seemed  to  me  unaccountable,  unless  derived  from  the  Secretary's  position 
that  increase  of  public  debt  is  beneficial;  a  maxim  adopted  by  the  British  Cabinet,  but 
unsupported  by  reason  or  otiier  example,  and  its  National  effects  there  strangely 
misrepresented. 

"The  various  kinds  and  Value  of  the  new  Certificates,  I  see  inconveniences  in,  but 
can  discover  no  other  reason  for,  than  to  give  the  rich  Speculators  at  or  near  the  Seat 
of  Government  an  advantage  over  the  distant,  uninformed,  unwary  or  distressed 
Citizens;  and  the  recommended  irredeemable  quality,  as  a  means  of  increasing  their 
Credit  in  circulation,  is  a  paradox  of  which  no  Solution  has  yet  Occurred  to  my  mind." 
Pendleton's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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had  appeared  unfavorable  in  your  eyes,  for  you  will  please  to 
recollect  that,  formerly  you  promised  me,  and  I  always  ex- 
pected, an  annual  letter  from  you.  It  is  now  (if  my  memory 
has  not  failed  me)  at  least  four  years  since  I  have  had  that 
pleasure. 

Sequestered  you  say  you  are,  from  the  World,  and  know  little 
of  what  is  transacting  in  it  but  from  Newspapers.  I  regret  this 
exceedingly.  I  wish  you  had  more  to  do  on  the  great  theatre; 
and  that  your  means  of  information  were  co-equal  to  your  abil- 
ities, and  the  disposition  I  know  you  possess  to  judge  properly 
of  public  measures.  It  would  be  better  perhaps  for  that  public 
it  should  be  so;  for  be  assured  we  have  some  infamous  Papers, 
calculated  for  disturbing  if  not  absolutely  intended  to  disturb, 
the  peace  of  the  community. 

With  respect  to  the  fiscal  conduct  of  the  S — t — y  of  the 
Tr — s — y  I  will  say  nothing;  because  an  enquiry,  more  than 
probable,  will  be  instituted  next  Session  of  Congress  into  some 
of  the  Allegations  against  him,  which,  eventually,  may  involve 
the  whole;  and  because,  if  I  mistake  not,  he  will  seek,  rather 
than  shrink  from,  an  investigation.  A  fair  opportunity  will 
then  be  given  to  the  impartial  world  to  form  a  just  estimate  of 
his  Acts,  and  probably  of  his  motives.  No  one,  I  will  venture  to 
say,  wishes  more  devoutly  than  I  do  that  they  may  be  probed 
to  the  bottom,  be  the  result  what  it  will. 

With  the  most  scrupulous  truth  I  can  assure  you,  that  your 
free  and  unreserved  opinion  upon  any  public  measure  of  im- 
portance will  always  be  acceptable  to  me,  whether  it  respects 
men,  or  measures;  and  on  no  man  do  I  wish  it  to  be  expressed 
more  fully  than  on  myself;  for  as  I  can  conscientiously  declare 
that  I  have  no  object  in  view  incompatible  with  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  obvious  interests  of  this  Country,  nor  no  earthly 
desire  half  as  strong  as  that  of  returning  to  the  walks  of  private 
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life,  so,  of  consequence  I  only  wish  whilst  I  am  a  Servant  of  the 
public,  to  know  the  Will  of  my  masters,  that  I  may  govern  my- 
self accordingly. 

You  do  me  no  more  than  Justice  when  you  suppose  that  from 
motives  of  respect  to  the  Legislature  (and  I  might  add  from  my 
interpretation  of  the  Constitution)  I  give  my  Signature  to  many 
Bills  with  which  my  Judgment  is  at  variance.  In  declaring  this, 
however,  I  allude  to  no  particular  Act.  From  the  nature  of  the 
Constitution,  I  must  approve  all  the  parts  of  a  Bill,  or  reject  it 
in  toto.  To  do  the  latter  can  only  be  Justified  upon  the  cleai 
and  obvious  ground  of  propriety;  and  I  never  had  such  confi- 
dence in  my  own  faculty  of  judging  as  to  be  over  tenacious  of 
the  opinions  I  may  have  imbibed  in  doubtful  cases. 

Mrs.  Washington  who  enjoys  tolerable  good  health  joins  me 
most  cordially  in  best  wishes  to  you  and  Mrs.  Pendleton.  I  wish 
you  may  live  long,  continue  in  good  health,  and  end  your  days 
as  you  have  been  waring  them  away,  happily  and  respected. 
Always,  and  most  affectionately  I  am  &c.  [ms.h.s.] 

To  REVEREND  JAMES  MADISON48 

Mount  Vernon,  September  23, 1793. 
Sir:  Every  well-wisher  of  the  U.  States  must  derive  pleasure 
from  the  disposition  which  has  been  shewn  generally,  by  the 
citizens  thereof,  to  repel  with  firmness  any  attempts  tending  to 
disturb  their  present  repose.  It  was  with  much  satisfaction 
therefore  that  I  received  the  Resolutions  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
James  City  County,  enclosed  in  your  Letter  of  the  16  instant, 
containing  sentiments  which  accord  with  those  which  have 
been  expressed  by  so  many  respectable  Citizens  in  every  part 
of  the  Union. 
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While  such  a  disposition  and  such  sentiments  are  retained  by 
my  Fellow  Citizens,  on  whose  aid  and  support,  in  the  discharge 
of  the  trust  which  they  have  confided  to  me,  I  place  entire  con- 
fidence, we  may  expect,  under  the  protection  of  a  kind  provi- 
dence, a  continuation  of  those  blessings  which  these  States  enjoy 
in  a  superior  degree.49 

AGREEMENT  WITH  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Mount  Vernon,  September  23, 1793. 
Articles  of  Agreement  made  and  entered  into  this  twenty 
third  day  of  September  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety  three,  by  and  between  George 
Washington,  President  of  the  United  States,  on  one  part;  and 
William  Pearce  of  Kent  County  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  on 
the  other  part.  Witness,  that  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
wages  and  allowances  herein  after  mentioned,  the  said  William 
Pearce  doth  promise  and  agree  to  superintend,  and  manage  to 
the  best  of  his  skill  and  judgment,  the  interest  of  the  said 
George  Washington  at  Mount  Vernon  and  it's  Dependencies, 
comprehending  the  several  farms,  Mill,  Fishery,  Tradesmen  of 
different  kinds,  Ditchers,  Spinners,  the  person  who  has  charge 
of  the  Jacks,  Stud-horse,  Mules  &ca;  and  will  enter  upon  the 
duties  thereof  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next  ensuing, 
and  remain  therein  until  the  first  day  of  January  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  five;  during  which 
period  he  will,  in  all  things  to  the  utmost  of  his  abilities,  dis- 
charge the  trust  reposed  in  him  with  diligence  and  integrity, 
following  the  plans  that  are,  or  shall  be  adopted,  and  such 
directions  as  he  shall  receive;  and  where  these  are  not  clear  and 
definite,  then  to  pursue  the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment  in  the 

4MFrom  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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premises;  and  even  in  cases  where  they  may  happen  to  be  ex- 
plicit, if  repugnant  to  the  ideas  of  the  said  William  Pearce,  the 
said  George  Washington  will  always,  and  with  pleasure  listen 
to  any  suggested  alterations  which  may  be  offered  by  him  with 
a  view  to  the  advancement  of  the  Crops,  increase  of  the  Stocks, 
and  for  the  general  improvement  of  the  Estate :  the  great  ob- 
jects of  the  said  George  Washington  being  to  crop  the  Land  in 
such  a  manner  (by  judicious  rotations)  as  to  keep  it  in  an  im- 
proving instead  of  a  declining  state ;  to  make  permanent  mead- 
ows of  wet  or  sunken  lands  capable  of  being  reclaimed;  to 
introduce  Clover  and  other  Grasses  as  far,  and  as  fast  as  it  can 
be  done  in  tillable  fields  that  are  in  condition  to  bear  it,  but 
avoiding  at  the  same  time  too  great  an  expense  in  the  purchase 
of  Seed;  to  substitute  live  in  place  of  dead  fences  where  it  is 
practicable ;  and  this  with  as  much  facility  as  the  seasons  and 
the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit,  as  the  Inclosures  are  numer- 
ous, timber  becoming  scarce,  and  the  common  materials  for 
fencing,  in  most  instances,  far  to  remove.  These  with  regular 
weekly  reports  from  each  Farm  and  class  of  people,  due  atten- 
tion to  the  Stocks  on  the  several  farms,  to  the  tools  and  impli- 
ments  of  husbandry  thereon,  taking  an  exact  list  thereof,  and 
making  the  Overseers  accountable,  not  only  for  their  forth 
coming,  but  for  the  preservation  of  them  from  the  weather; 
and  in  a  word,  to  keep  as  regular  accounts  with  each  Farm, 
and  with  every  seperate  branch  of  business,  debiting  and  cred- 
iting the  same  with  every  thing  that  goes  to,  or  comes  from 
them,  as  if  they  were  the  property  of  another  person,  thereby 
ascertaining  the  profit  and  loss,  correcting,  by  a  strict  and  close 
inspection  into  matters,  the  many  abuses  which  there  is  too 
much  reason  to  fear  has  crept  into  every  branch  of  my  busi- 
ness, from  the  little  personal  attention  I  have  been  able  to  be- 
stow on  it  for  many  years  last  past;  and  lastly  keeping  all  the 
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Overseers  and  subordinate  characters  who  are  or  may  be  placed 
under  your  management,  strictly  to  their  respective  duties,  will 
(together  with  clothing  the  people,  providing  for,  and  dispos- 
ing of  things  belonging  to  the  Estate  on  the  best  terms,  and 
rendering  regular  Accounts  thereof)  constitute  the  great  out- 
lines of  the  trust  which  I  have  reposed  in  you.  To  go  more  into 
detail  would  be  as  tedious  as  it  is  unnecessary  to  a  person  com- 
petent to  the  superintendence  of  such  a  concern  as  mine,  for 
to  tell  a  farmer  that  his  fences  ought  to  be  in  good  order;  his 
fields  secured  against  trespassers  of  every  kind;  his  grounds 
well  ploughed;  his  Crop  kept  clear  of  grass  and  weeds;  his 
seeds  out  in  good  order  and  in  due  season;  his  Grain  and  hay 
cut  at  a  proper  time,  and  well  stacked,  and  the  former  got  out 
of  the  straw  as  soon  after  harvest  as  circumstances  will  permit, 
and  that  without  Waste  or  loss  of  grain  or  straw;  making  but- 
ter and  selling  all  that  can  be  spared,  as  also  such  stock  of 
different  kinds  as  will,  by  being  culled  out,  render  the  remain- 
der healthy  and  thriving;  that  his  Cattle  &ca.  ought  to  be  reg- 
ularly penned  in  summer  and  secured  from  bad  weather  in 
winter,  and  the  utmost  attention  paid  to  the  making  of  ma- 
nure for  the  improvement  of  his  fields  at  both  seasons;  that  his 
work  horses  and  oxen  should  be  well  attended  to,  and  kept  in 
good  and  fit  condition,  thereby  enabling  them  to  perform  the 
labour  which  they  must  undergo;  to  remind  him  of  these 
things  would,  I  say,  be  only  observing  what  every  Farmer 
must  be  thoroughly  sensible  his  duty  enjoins:  but  it  may  not 
be  amiss  to  repeat  that  one  of  the  most  effectual  steps  to  accom- 
plish all  these  ends,  is  to  see  that  the  Overseers  of  the  Farms 
and  the  Superintendants  of  other  business,  are  constantly  at 
their  posts;  for  it  may  be  received  as  a  maxim  that  if  they  are 
away  or  entertaining  company  at  home,  that  the  concerns  en- 
trusted to  them  will  be  neglected,  and  certainly  go  wrong:  and 
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it  is  not  less  certain  that  relaxation  on  his  part  will  serve  only 
to  beget  liberties  on  their's;  therefore  strictness  with  justice  is 
the  sure  means  of  having  the  business  well  conducted. 

In  consideration  of  these  Services  well  and  truly  performed 
on  the  part  of  the  said  William  Pearce,  the  said  George  Wash- 
ington doth  hereby  promise  to  pay  him  the  said  Pearce,  the 
Sum  of  one  hundred  Guineas  per  annum,  and  in  that  propor- 
tion for  a  greater  or  lesser  time  actually  employed  in  the  said 
Washington's  service,  and  will  allow  him  over  and  above, 
twelve  hundred  pounds  of  Pork;  about  five  hundred  pounds 
of  beef,  to  be  received  at  different  times  as  it  may  happen  to  be 
killed  for  the  use  of  the  Mansion  House  or  for  market,  and 
some  fresh  meat  from  what  may  be  occasionally  killed  for  like 
purposes,  together  with  bread  sufficient  for  his  family;  he  is 
also  to  be  allowed  the  use  of  Three  Cows  for  the  purpose  of 
affording  milk  and  butter  therefor,  and  to  raise  Poultry  for  the 
same  but  not  for  sale.  And  if  he  brings  Horses  (not  exceeding 
two)  he  is  to  be  allowed  Grain,  and  fodder  or  hay,  for  them; 
in  which  case  he  is  not  to  use  any  horse  or  horses  belonging  to 
the  Estate.  The  said  George  Washington  doth  moreover  agree 
to  allow  the  said  William  Pearce  the  use  of  a  negro  woman  to 
wash  and  cook  for  his  family,  and  a  boy  and  girl  to  aid  and 
attend  in  the  House  and  garden;  the  first  not  to  exceed  four- 
teen or  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  the  other  twelve;  and  will  put 
the  House  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Hy land  Crow,  with  the  Kitchen 
adjoining,  in  decent  repair  and  fitness  for  the  purpose  in- 
tended. And  lastly,  in  order  that  the  said  William  Pearce  may 
have  the  entire  controul  over  the  Overseers  of  the  different 
Farms,  and  others,  hired  as  overlookers  of  any  other  business, 
he  is  hereby  vested  with  full  power  and  authority  to  engage 
such  as  he  may  have  confidence  in,  and  discharge  those  who 
do  not  conduct  themselves  well. 
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Witness  our  hands  and  Seals  the  day  and  year  first  above 
written. 

To  THOMAS  G.  PEACHY51 

Mount  Vernon,  September  24, 1793. 

Sir:  The  resolutions  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Peters- 
burg and  its  vicinity,  were  transmitted  to  me  from  Philada.  by 
the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  zealous  and  firm  declaration  of  my  Fellow  Citizens  of 
Petersburg  and  its  vicinity,  of  their  conviction  of  the  necessity 
of  peace  in  order  to  the  preservation  of  our  present  state  of 
tranquillity  and  prosperity,  while  the  people  of  Europe  are  dis- 
tressed by  a  calamitous  war.  and  their  determined  resolution  to 
support  every  measure  of  Government,  adopted  with  a  view 
to  the  true  interests  of  our  Country,  affords  me  much  pleasure. 

That  the  principles  of  Liberty  and  the  rights  of  man  may  be 
universally  disseminated,  is  my  ardent  wish;  and,  as  far  as  in 
my  power,  my  constant  endeavours  will  be  to  advance  them.52 

*To  CHARLES  CARTER 

Mount  Vernon,  September  25, 1793. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  15th.  instt,  having  unluckily 
passed  on  to  Philadelphia  before  it  got  to  my  hands  is  the  cause 
of  its  remaining  so  long  unacknowledged. 

I  have  by  the  Post  of  to  day  written  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  for  most  of  the  odier  oflrs.  are  absent  to  obtain,  on  my 
acct,  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  use  of  your  Sons  in  Phila.  and 
hope  it  will  be  accomplished ;  but  such  is  the  stagnation  of  busi- 
ness there  and  so  entirely  chang'd  is  everything  there  by  the 
retreat  of  the  Inhabitants  and  the  extention  and  malignancy  of 

60 In  the  writing  of  Bartholomew  Dandridge. 

C1  Chairman  of  the  meeting  of  inhabitants  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  and  vicinity. 
From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 


102  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [Sept. 

the  fever  with  which  it  is  visited  that  it  is  almost  impossible 
from  the  little  intercourse  people  have  with  one  another  to 
promise  anything  on  a  certainty  of  having  it  complied  with. 
Mr.  Wolcot  (the  Comptroller)  will  I  am  sure  do  all  he  can  to 
fulfil  your  desires  and  it  will  give  me  pleasure  if  in  this  instance 
or  in  any  other  I  can  contribute  to  your  happiness. 

My  best  wishes  (in  which  Mrs.  Washington  joins  me)  attend 
Mrs.  Carter  and  your  family  and  with  very  great  esteem  etc.53 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 
(Private) 

Mount  Vernon,  September  25, 1793. 

My  dear  Sir:  I  congratulate  you  and  Mrs.  Hamilton  very 
sincerely  on  your  recoveries  from  the  malignant  fever  which 
prevailed  in  Philadelphia;  and  hope  you  are  both  restored  to 
perfect  health,  and  that  no  other  of  the  family  has  been  seized 
with  the  disorder.  In  these  sentiments  Mrs.  Washington  cor- 
dially unites  with  me. 

From  Mr.  Jefferson  who  has  just  passed  this,  from  Genl. 
Knox  who  has  set  out  for  Boston,  and  from  the  accts.  published 
in  the  Gazettes,  I  conceive,  that  under  the  most  favourable 
change  that  can  reasonably  be  expected,  the  first  of  November 
is  as  soon  as  business  can,  with  safety,  be  transacted  in  the  City 
of  Philadelphia;  but  it  appears  necessary,  at  all  events,  that  the 
heads  of  Departments  should  assemble,  if  not  at  that  place,  yet 
in  the  vicinity  of  it  (say  Germantown)  at  that  time;  where  I 
also  shall  be,  if  well.  My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Hamilton,  and 
respects  to  Genl.  Schuyler  and  family  if  you  are  with  them.  I 
am  etc.54 


^From  a  photostat  of  the  original  draft  through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  A.  S.  W. 
Rosenbach,  of  New  York  City. 
"From  the  Hamilton  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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*To  OLIVER  WOLCOTT,  JUNIOR 

(Private) 

Mount  Vernon,  September  25,  1793. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  20th.  instt.  came  duly  to  hand.  I  am 
much  obliged  to  Colo.  Hamilton  for  sending  me  a  copy  of  the 
Memorandum  describing  the  mode  of  treating  the  prevailing 
fever  in  his  case,  and  to  you  for  transmitting  it.  It  gave  me  sin- 
cere pleasure  to  hear  that  he  and  Mrs.  Hamilton  have  got  so 
happily  over  the  disorder,  and  I  hope  Mrs.  Wolcot  and  yourself 
will  escape  it.  The  enclosed  for  Colo.  Hamilton  you  will  be  so 
good  as  to  forward. 

An  old  acquaintance  of  mine,55  a  respectable  character,  and  a 
staunch  friend  to  the  Government  of  the  U  States  has  requested 
of  me  what  you  will  find  in  his  letter  enclosed.  I  am  anxious  to 
comply  with  it,  but  do  not  under  existing  circumstances  well 
know  how  to  draw  the  money  with  regularity  from  the  Treas- 
ury on  my  own  Acct.  and  therefore  take  this  method  of  express- 
ing my  wish  and  leaving  it  to  your  judgment  to  carry  it  into 
execution.  My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Wolcot.  With  esteem  and 
regard  I  am  etc.58 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 
(Private) 

Mount  Vernon,  September  25,  1793. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  duly  received  your  letters  of  the  15th.  and 
18th.  instt.  And  as  the  last  announces  your  intention  of  setting 
out  for  Boston  the  next  day  I  shall  add  nothing  in  this  letter  on 

K  Charles  Carter. 

K  The  letter  sent,  in  the  writing  of  Bartholomew  Dandridge,  is  in  the  Connecticut 
Historical  Society. 
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business;  but  shall  thank  you  for  the  information  you  have 
given  me,  as  well  private  as  public;  and  observe  that,  it  appears 
to  me  highly  necessary  that  the  heads  of  Departments  should 
assemble  in  Philadelphia  or  Vicinity  of  it  by  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber at  which  time  and  place  I  shall  make  it  a  point  to  be  present. 
I  have  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  this  effect  and 
have  communicated  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  With 
very  great  esteem  etc. 

*To  TOBIAS  LEAR 

Mount  Vernon,  September  25, 1793. 

My  dear  Sir:  I  have  not  written  to  you  since  we  parted,  but 
had  just  set  down  to  do  it  when  your  letter  of  the  13th.  instt. 
was  brought  to  me  from  the  Post  Office  in  Alexandria. 

It  gave  Mrs.  Washington,  myself  and  all  who  knew  him, 
sincere  pleasure  to  hear  that  our  little  favourite57  had  arrived 
safe,  and  was  in  good  health  at  Portsmouth.  We  sincerely  wish 
him  a  long  continuance  of  the  latter,  that  he  may  always  be  as 
charming  and  promising  as  he  now  is,  and  that  he  may  live  to 
be  a  comfort  and  blessing  to  you  and  an  ornament  to  his  Coun- 
try;  as  a  testimony  of  my  affection  for  him,  I  send  him  a  Ticket 
in  the  lottery  which  is  now  drawing  in  the  Federal  City;  and 
if  it  should  be  his  fortune  to  draw  the  Hotel  it  will  add  to  the 
pleasure  I  have  in  giving  it. 

We  remained  in  Philadelphia  until  the  10th.  instt.  It  was 
my  wish  to  have  continued  there  longer;  but  as  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington was  unwilling  to  leave  me  surrounded  by  the  malig- 
nant fever  wch.  prevailed,  I  could  not  think  of  hazarding  her 
and  the  Children  any  longer  by  my  continuance  in  the  City 
the  house  in  which  we  lived  being,  in  a  manner  blocaded,  by 

57  Lincoln  Lear. 
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the  disorder  and  was  becoming  every  day  more  and  more 
fatal;  I  therefore  came  off  with  them  on  the  above  day  and 
arrived  at  this  place  the  14th.  without  encountering  the  least 
accident  on  the  Road. 

You  will  learn  from  Mr.  Greenleaf,  that  he  has  dipped 
deeply,  in  the  concerns  of  the  Federal  City.  I  think  he  has  done 
so  on  very  advantageous  terms  for  himself,  and  I  am  pleased 
with  it  notwithstanding  on  public  ground;  as  it  may  give  facil- 
ity to  the  operations  at  that  place,  at  the  same  time  that  it  is 
embarking  him  and  his  friends  in  a  measure  which  although 
it  could  not  well  fail  under  any  circumstances  that  are  likely 
to  happen;  may  be  considerably  promoted  by  men  of  Spirit 
with  large  Capitols.  He  can,  so  much  better  than  I,  detail  his 
engagements  and  the  situation  of  things  in  and  about  the  city 
that  I  shall  not  attempt  to  do  it  at  this  time. 

Mrs.  Washington  having  decided  to  let  Nelly  Custis  have 
her  watch  and  chain,  is  disposed  to  receive  substitutes  in  lieu 
thereof  at  about  25  guineas  price;  and  leaves  the  choice  of  them 
to  you.  The  plainness  of  the  watch  &ca.  she  will  not  object  to. 
120  dollars  in  Bank  notes  are  inclose  [d]  for  the  purchase  of 
them. 

If  it  should  be  convenient  and  perfectly  safe  for  you  to  en- 
gage for  me,  on  reasonable  terms  a  compleat  Black  Smith  you 
would  oblige  me  by  doing  so.  But  as  there  are  Laws  in  Eng- 
land prohibiting  such  engagements  under  severe  penalties  and 
such  may  exist  in  other  Countries,  you  will  understand  me 
clearly  that  for  no  consideration  whatever  would  I  have  you 
run  the  smallest  risk  of  encountering  them.  You  know  full 
well  what  kind  of  a  Smith  would  suit  my  purposes  it  is  un- 
necessary therefore  for  me  to  be  particular  on  this  head.  He 
must  however  have  a  character  on  which  you  can  rely,  not 
only  as  a  compleat  workman  for  a  Farm,  but  as  an  honest, 
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sober  and  Industrious  man.  If  he  comes  on  Wages  they  must 
be  moderate,  and  with,  or  without  wages  he  must  be  bound  to 
serve  me  3  years;  4  would  be  better. 

Mrs.  Washington  thanks  you  for  your  kind  recollection  of 
her  request  with  respect  to  Lincoln  and  desires  me  to  assure 
you  of  her  sincere  love  for  him  in  which  I  join  and  of  her 
friendship  and  regard  for  you.  In  whatever  place  you  may  be  or 
in  whatever  walk  of  life  you  may  move  my  best  wishes  will  at- 
tend you,  for  I  am,  and  always  shall  be  Your  sincere  friend  &c. 

PS.  I  have  just  reed,  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Buchan  in 
which  he  says,  my  letter  intended  to  accompany  the  Portrait 
had  got  safe  to  his  hands  but  that  he  had  heard  nothing  of  the 
Picture.  If  you  shd.,  while  in  New  York,  see  the  Painter  of  it 
be  so  good  as  to  mention  this  circumstance  to  him  and  enquire 
into  the  cause  of  the  failure. 

The  District  Attorney  of  New  Hampshire  has  sent  his  resig- 
nation. I  am  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  characters  in  that 
line  in  that  State  and  would  thank  you  to  name  the  person 
whom  you  think  best  qualified  to  succeed  Mr.  Sherburne58  and 
most  likely  to  give  general  satisfaction. 

To  JOSEPH  HARPER  &  CO. 

Mount  Vernon,  September  27, 1793. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  10th.  instant  enclosing  a 
Memorial  dated  the  9th.,  never  came  to  my  hands  until  yes- 
terday. 

I  shall  transmit  both  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  it 
would  have  been  more  regular  for  you  to  have  applied  in  the 
first  instance. 

The  proofs  will  be  necessary  for  his  inspection  and  informa- 
tion (if  the  matter  has  not  been  acted  upon  by  the  American 

08  Samuel  Sherburne. 
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Minister  at  Paris)  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  report  the  case 
fully  for  my  consideration.59 

To  WILLIAM  W.  BREWEN 

Mount  Vernon,  September  29,  1793. 
Sir:  A  letter  from  you  of  the  20th.  instant  has  been  received, 
Stating  the  distressed  and  truly  affecting  situation  in  which  you 
are.  Could  my  ability  to  do  it,  keep  pace  with  my  sincere  desire 
to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  distressed,  the  request  made  in  your 
letter  to  me  would  be  chearfully  complied  with;  but  the  numer- 
ous and  pressing  calls  upon  me  for  pecuniary  aid  from  real  ob- 
jects of  charity,  and  from  those  who  are  more  immediately 
within  my  own  knowledge  are  such  that  I  am  under  the  neces- 
sity, however  repugnant  to  my  feelings,  of  declining  to  comply 
with  your  request  but  I  can  have  no  doubt  however  that  all 
those  who  are  acquainted  with  your  merits  and  knowing  to  the 
circumstances  as  stated  in  your  letter  would  readily  contribute 
to  make  up  such  a  sum  as  you  require  to  commence  business 
with.  Sincerely  wishing  that  you  may  find  means  to  extricate 
yourself  from  your  present  embarrassments,  as  represented  in 
your  letter.  I  am  etc.60 

To  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 

Mount  Vernon,  September  30,  1793. 
Dear  Sir:  The  continuation,  and  spreading  of  the  malignant 
fever  with  which  the  City  of  Philadelphia  is  vested,  together 

60 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

On  September  27  Washington  forwarded  this  letter  and  memorial  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  a  brief  note,  a  photostat  of  which,  through  the  kindness  of  E.  F.  Bonaven- 
ture,  of  New  York,  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

On  September  29  Dandridge  wrote  a  similar  letter  for  the  President  to  a  Jonathan 
Shaw.  Both  letters  are  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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with  the  absence  of  the  heads  of  Departments  therefrom,  will 
prolong  my  abode  at  this  place  until  about  the  25.  of  October  at, 
or  about,  which  time  I  shall,  myself,  (if  the  then  state  of  things 
should  render  it  improper  for  me  to  carry  my  family)  set  out 
for  that  City,  or  the  vicinity,  say  German  Town. 

I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  therefore,  if  you  remain  at  your  Post, 
which  I  by  no  means  wish  you  to  maintain  at  the  hazard  of  tak- 
ing the  fever,  to  keep  me  advised  of  the  existing  state  of  things 
in  that  quarter,  and  more  over  that  you  would  be  so  obliging 
(if  it  should  be  thought  unsafe  for  me  to  go  into  my  own  house 
in  the  City  at  the  time  abovementioned)  to  enquire  whether  a 
tolerably  convenient  lodging  for  myself,  one  Gentleman  of  my 
family,  with  three  Servants  and  as  many  horses  could  be  had  in 
or  near  German  Town.  To  prevent  any  misunderstanding  of 
my  meaning,  I  declare  explicitly,  that  it  is  hired  lodgings  only 
I  will  go  into,  for,  unless  such  can  be  had,  I  would  repair  to 
one  of  the  most  decent  Inns.61 

I  have  given  notice  to  the  heads  of  departments  of  these  my 
intentions,  requesting  their  attendance  accordingly.  The  time 
and  Place  mentioned. 

Have  you  ever  examined  with  attention,  and  with  an  eye  to 
the  case,  whether  the  Constitution,  or  Laws  of  the  Union,  give 
power  to  the  Executive  to  change  the  place  of  meeting  of  the 
Legislature  in  cases  of  emergency  in  the  recess  ?  for  example, 
whether  the  spreading  of  the  fever  which  is  so  fatal  in  Philadel- 
phia, thereby  endangering  the  lives  of  the  members  who  might 
assemble  there  the  first  Monday  in  December  next,  is  a  case 
that  would  come  under  any  provision  in  either.  If  you  have 
not,  I  pray  you  to  do  it,  and  give  me  the  result  of  your  opinion. 

61  The  house  occupied  by  Washington  in  Germantown  is  stated  by  W.  S.  Baker  to 
have  been  owned  by  Col.  Isaac  Franks.  It  was  on  Germantown  Avenue,  about  6 
miles  northwest  of  Independence  Hall,  in  Philadelphia.  Rev.  J.  B.  Stoudt  states  that 
the  President  occupied  the  first  floor  of  Rev.  Lebrecht  Herman's  parsonage  as  an  office. 
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Mr.  Jefferson  upon  a  superficial  view  of  the  subject,  when 
here,  thought  there  was  no  power  in  either  to  do  this;  but  the 
Laws  were  not  examined  carefully,  and  the  Constitution  is,  I 
believe,  silent  respecting  it.  Mrs.  Washington  joins  me  in  best 
wishes  for  you,  Mrs.  Randolph,  and  family.  I  am  etc.62 

To  ALEXANDER  SPOTSWOOD 

Mount  Vernon,  October  3, 1793. 

Dr.  Sir:  Sometime  before  I  left  Philadelphia  I  received  a  let- 
ter from  you  respecting  your  Son  John,  and  immediately  made 
known  (by  letter)  to  Mr.  Morris  your  wishes  concerning  him; 
but  having  received  no  answer  to  it,  I  conclude,  and  think  it  may 
be  taken  for  granted,  he  has  not  much  to  expect  from  that  quar- 
ter. Indeed  Mr.  Morris  and  others  in  that  line,  have  so  many 
applications  to  them  of  this  kind  and  have  so  many  friends  and 
relations  for  whom  they  wish  to  provide  that  those  who  are 
strangers  to  them  have  little  to  expect.  My  advice  therefore  is, 
as  soon  as  your  Son  shall  arrive  in  Philadelphia,  for  him  to  call 
upon  Mr.  Morris  and  know  at  once  whether  he  will  give  him  a 
birth  in  his  Indiaman,  or  not,  for  as  he  has  never  answered  my 
letter  I  cannot,  again,  apply  to  him  on  this  subject. 

Since  my  arrival  at  this  place  your  letter  of  the  15th  of  Sep- 
tember has  been  presented  to  me  but  in  reply  I  can  only  say  that 
from  the  moment  I  embarked  in  my  present  walk  of  life,  I 
resolved,  most  firmly,  never  to  be  under  any  promise  of  an  of- 
fice; or  to  express  any  sentiment  which  could  be  construed  into 
the  most  distant  intimation  of  one,  until  the  hour  of  nomina- 
tion should  arrive;  and  then,  under  a  full  view  of  the  merits 
and  pretensions  of  the  different  Candidates  to  name  the  per- 
son who  seemed  best  qualified  for  the  office;  without  suffering 

82 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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myself  to  be  influenced  in  the  smallest  degree  by  my  friend- 
ship, Relationship,  or  local  attachments  of  any  sort  or  kind 
whatsoever. 

I  do  not  doubt  but  that  Mr.  Brooke63  is  a  Gentleman  of  merit, 
but  as  your  letter  is  the  first  intimation  I  have  had  that  the  naval 
office  at  Hobshole  is  likely  to  become  vacant,  I  have  made  no 
enquiry  as  yet  into  the  pretensions  to,  or  fitness  of  any  one  to 
supply  his  place,  whenever  this  event  shall  happen  Mr.  Brooke 
request  will  be  considered  with  others;  and  wherever  the  pre- 
ponderancy  is,  there  my  duty  to  the  public  requires  me  to  fix. 
With  my  love  to  Mrs.  Spotswood  and  the  family,  in  which  Mrs. 
Washington  joins  me,  I  remain  etc.64 

To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Mount  Vernon,  October  6, 1793. 

Mr.  Pearce:  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  our  agreement  with  my 
signature  to  it. 

Since  you  were  here,  Mrs.  Washington65  the  Widow  of  my 
Nephew,  who  formerly  lived  at  this  place,  has  resolved  as  soon 
as  we  leave  it,  to  remove  to  her  Brother's  in  the  lower  part  of 
this  State,  and  will  not,  I  believe,  return  to  reside  at  it  again. 
This  will  make  it  more  convenient  and  agreeable,  both  for 
yourself  and  me,  that  you  should  live  the  Winter,  at  least,  at 
my  Mansion  house;  as  it  will  allow  more  time  for  my  carpen- 
ters to  provide  for  Mr.  Crow,  and  to  put  the  place  he  lives  at 
in  better  repair  than  it  now  is  for  yourself,  if  there  should  be 
occasion  for  you  to  go  there;  and  this  too,  under  your  own 
inspection. 

83  Francis  Brooke. 

wFrom  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

65  Frances  (Bassett)  Washington. 
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The  right  wing  to  my  dwelling  house  as  you  possibly  may 
have  noticed,  and  heard  called  the  Hall,  (being  kept  altogether 
for  the  use  of  Strangers)  has  two  good  rooms  below  (with  tiled 
floors)  and  as  many  above,  all  with  fire  places.  This  will  ac- 
comodate your  family  (being  a  larger  house)  better  than 
Crow's ;  and  by  being  here,  you  will  have  the  use  of  my  Kitchen, 
the  Cook  belonging  thereto,  Frank  the  House  Servant,  a  boy 
also  in  the  House.  The  Stable,  Garden,  &ca.  &ca.  without 
any  additional  expence  to  me;  at  the  same  time  that  it  will,  by 
placing  you  in  the  centre  of  the  business,  ease  you  of  much 
trouble;  for  otherwise,  the  frequent  calls  from  the  Farms,  from 
workmen  of  different  descriptions  for  Tools,  Nails,  Iron,  &ca., 
from  the  Store,  and  the  particular  attention  which  matters  abt. 
the  Mansion  house  will  require,  would  have  occasioned  you 
many  an  inconvenient  ride  here,  the  necessity  for  which  will 
be  entirely  superceded,  as  your  mornings  and  evenings  will,  of 
course,  be  spent  where  your  presence  will  be  most  wanting. 

As  I  am  never  sparing  (with  proper  ceconomy)  in  furnish- 
ing my  Farms  with  any,  and  every  kind  of  Tool  and  imple- 
ment that  is  calculated  to  do  good  and  neat  work,  I  not  only 
authorize  you  to  bring  the  kind  of  ploughs  you  were  speaking 
to  me  about,  but  any  others,  the  utility  of  which  you  have 
proved  from  your  own  experience;  particularly  a  kind  of  hand 
rake  which  Mr.  Stuart  tells  me  are  used  on  the  Eastern  Shore 
of  Maryland  in  lieu  of  Hoes  for  Corn  at  a  certain  stage  of  its 
growth,  and  a  Scythe  and  Cradle  different  from  those  used 
with  us,  and  with  which  the  grain  is  laid  much  better.  In  short 
I  shall  begrudge  no  reasonable  expence  that  will  contribute 
to  the  improvement  and  neatness  of  my  Farms;  for  nothing 
pleases  me  better  than  to  see  them  in  good  order,  and  every 
thing  trim,  handsome,  and  thriving  about  them;  nor  nothing 
hurts  me  more  than  to  find  them  otherwise,  and  the  tools  and 


112  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [Oct. 

implements  laying  wherever  they  were  last  used,  exposed  to 
injuries  from  Rain,  sun,  &ca. 

I  hope  you  will  endeavor  to  arrange  your  own  concerns  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  be  here  as  much  before  the  time  agreed 
on  as  you  conveniently  can.  Great  advantages  to  me  will  result 
from  this,  by  putting  the  business  in  a  good  train  before  the 
Fall  operations  are  closed  by  the  frosts  of  Winter,  and  all  im- 
provements are  thereby  at  an  end  for  that  season.  On  the  other 
hand,  inconveniences  to  yourself  may  arise  from  delay  on  ac- 
count of  the  Weather,  Navigation,  &ca;  there  having  been 
instances  of  this  River's  closing  with  Ice  several  days  before 
Christmas  which  might  prevent  the  removal  of  your  things  in 
time.  That  your  living  at  the  Mansion  may  be  attended  with 
no  more  expence  to  you  than  if  you  had  gone  to  the  other  place 
(at  which  Crow  now  lives)  on  account  of  Gentlemen,  who 
now  and  then  call  here  out  of  curiosity,  as  they  are  passing 
through  the  Country,  I  shall  lay  in  such  things  as  will  be  nec- 
essary for  this  purpose,  and  the  occasions  (which  are  but  rare) 
may  require. 

I  expect  to  leave  this  place  about  the  28th  of  the  Month  for 
Philadelphia,  or  the  neighbourhood  of  it;  any  letter  therefore 
which  shall  arrive  before  that  time  will  find  me  here,  after- 
wards it  will  have  to  go  to  Philadelphia  where  it  had  better  be 
directed.  I  am  etc.66 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Mount  Vernon,  October  7, 1793. 
Dear  Sir:  it  appearing  to  me  that  the  public  business  will 
require  the  Executive  Officers  to  be  together  sometime  before 

66  From  the  printed  text  in  M.  D.  Conway's  George  Washington  and  Mount  Vernon, 
Long  Island  Historical  Society  Memoirs  (vol.  4). 
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the  meeting  of  Congress,  I  have  written  to  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Treasury  and  War  to  meet  me  at  Philadelphia  or  vicinity,  say 
Germantown,  by  the  first  of  November,  and  shd.  be  glad  to  see 
you  there  at  the  sametime.  The  Attorney  General  is  advised  of 
this  also. 

In  a  letter  from  General  Knox  of  the  24th  Ulto.  who  was 
then  at  Elizabeth  Town  performing  quarantine  before  he  could 
be  admitted  into  New  York  is  the  following  paragraph. 

The  french  fleet  is  still  in  New  York,  in  a  wretched  State  of  disorgani- 
zation, which  prevents  its  Sailing.  Mr.  G 1  has  been  low  spirited  for 

ten  days  past.  The  fleet  have  been  told  by  him  that  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States  prevents  their  selling  their  prizes,  and  Citizen  Bompard, 
who  belongs  to  a  Club  in  France  as  well  as  all  his  Sailors,  say  that  they 
shall  represent  the  matter  upon  their  return  in  its  proper  colours.  I  do 

not  find  Mr.  G 1  has  promulgated  the  last  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 

State,  excepting  as  to  the  effect  of  the  measures  with  the  Consuls,  which 
prevent  their  selling  their  prizes;  Would  to  God  it  had  been  thought 
proper  to  publish  the  letter  to  Mr.  Morris.  The  minds  of  our  own  people 
would  have  been  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  measures  which  have 
been  adopted,  and  all  cavil  at  the  meeting  of  Congress  prevented. 

I  should  be  of  this  opinion  likewise  if  there  is  danger  of  the 
public  mind  receiving  unfavourable  impressions  from  the  want 
of  information  on  one  hand,  whilst  the  insidious  attempts  to 
poison  it  are  so  impudently  and  unweariedly  practised  on  the 
other. 

In  another  letter  from  Genl  Knox  dated  the  first  instant  at 
the  same  place  after  having  lain  [sic]  quarantine  from  the  19th. 
of  September  to  that  date,  he  says 

The  french  fleet,  excepting  the  Ambuscade  will  sail  to  morrow  from 
New  York  upon  some  Cruise  unknown.  The  Surveillant  sailed  on  the 

29th.  Ult  for  France  with  despatches  from  Mr.  G 1  and  such  is  his 

desire  that  they  should  arrive  safely,  that  he  will  in  a  day  or  two  despatch 
the  Ceres,  an  armed  Brig  with  duplicates. 
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If  our  dispatch  boat  should  fail,  and  duplicates  are  not  sent, 
he  will  play  the  whole  game  himself.67  General  Knox  expects 
to  be  back  by  the  25th.  of  this  Month. 

We  are  sustaining  at  this  moment,  a  drought,  which  if  of 
much  longer  continuance,  will,  I  fear,  prove  fatal  to  the  Wheat 
now  in  the  ground,  much  of  which  has  come  up  badly,  and  is 
diminishing  every  day  for  want  of  Rain.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  The  enclosed  from  Mr.  Leslie68  you  will  best  know 
what  to  do  with,  and  say  to  him.69 

To  JOHN  FITZGERALD70 

Mount  Vernon,  October  8, 1793. 
Sir :  While  the  public  mind  is  engaged,  and  in  some  degree 
disturbed  by  various  subjects  which  have  arisen,  consequent  of  a 
War  in  which  most  of  the  European  powers  are  engaged,  with 
the  highest  satisfaction  I  have  received  assurances  from  many 
parts  of  the  United  States,  of  the  determined  resolution  of  the 
Citizens  thereof  to  be  neutral,  thereby  securing  to  themselves 
the  inestimable  blessings  resulting  from  peace,  and  that  they  will 
give  support  to  measures,  adopted  by  those  to  whom  they  have 
confided  authority  for  that  purpose,  which  are  dictated  with 
an  evident  regard  to  their  interests,  and  by  a  wish  to  promote 

67  At  this  point  Ford  prints  the  following  note  from  Genet  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  September  19:  "At  this  time  Genet  was  sending  a  remarkable  despatch  to  his 
government,  representing  that  his  ends  would  be  attained  in  the  next  Congress  in 
spite  of  General  Washington,  who  sacrificed  the  rights  of  France.  'This  friend  of 
Lafayette,  who  affects  to  adorn  his  parlor  with  medallions  of  Capet  and  his  family; 
who  has  received  letters  from  the  pretended  regent,  which  were  brought  to  him  by 
Noailles  and  Talon;  and  who  continues  to  see  these  villians,  calls  me  anarchist, 
Jacobin,  and  threatens  to  have  me  recalled  because  I  have  not  delivered  myself  to 
the  federalist  party,  who  wish  to  do  nothing  for  us,  and  whose  only  aim  is  to  establish 
here  a  monarchy'." 

6SRobert(?)  Leslie,  a  London  watchmaker. 

69 From  the  Jefferson  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress.  Ford  dates  this  October  6. 

70  Chairman  of  the  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Alexandria,  Va. 
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the  happiness  of  all  the  Citizens  of  the  Union.  Among  those 
which  have  been  received,  the  resolutions  of  my  Fellow  Citi- 
zens of  Alexandria,  enclosed  by  you,  have  contributed  not  a 
little  to  afford  me  pleasure,  and  justify  the  opinion  I  had  enter- 
tained of  their  good  sense  and  patriotism.  I  request  you,  Sir,  to 
make  known  to  them  my  attachment,  equally  with  their's,  to  a 
republican  system,  and  as  far  as  my  personal  endeavours  will 
contribute,  they  will  be  employed  in  supporting  the  principles 
of  our  f cederal  Government,  and  defeating  any  attempts  which 
might  be  made  to  violate  them,  or  to  lessen  the  confidence  of 
the  people  therein. 

I  join  with  them  also  in  expressions  of  gratitude  to  the  French 
Nation  for  their  timely  and  important  services  rendered  to  these 
States,  and  it  is  my  earnest  wish  that  genuine  Liberty  and  equal 
rights  may  pervade  every  Nation  of  the  Earth.71 

To  JOHN  FITZGERALD 

Mount  Vernon,  October  9, 1793. 
Dear  Sir :  Enclosed  is  an  answer  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Citi- 
zens of  Alexandria,  which  came  under  a  blan\  cover  to  me,  and 
which  were  ordered  to  be  published  in  the  Gazette  of  that 
place.  But  if  the  8th  resolution72  is  not  published  along  with 
the  others,  nor  intended  to  be  so,  (which  seems  probable,  as  it  is 
separate  and  distinct)  I  request,  in  that  case,  that  the  answer 
may  not  appear;  because  I  have  never  taken  notice  of  any  reso- 
lutions, wherein  one  of  them  has  not  directed,  and  it  has  so 
appeared,  that  they  should  be  sent  to  me,  considering  them 
without  this,  as  no  more  than  the  expression  of  the  sentiments 

71  From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
The  8th  resolve  provided  that  the  resolves  of  the  meeting  be  sent  to  the  President 
and  that  they  be  published  in  the  Alexandria  newspapers. 
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of  the  Meeting  to  the  community,  without  any  particular  appli- 
cation. I  am  etc. 

PS.  I  wrote  to  you  on  Monday,73  and  shou'd  be  glad  to  hear 
from  you  on  the  subject  of  the  Letter.74 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Mount  Vernon,  October  n,  1793. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  despatch  of  the  3d.  with  its  several  enclo- 
sures, reached  Alexandria  on  Wednesday  evening,  and  got 
to  my  hands  yesterday  morning.  This  afternoon  I  shall  send  to 
the  post  office  the  Letters  from  Mr.  Bankson,75  with  my  signa- 
ture to  the  Exequatur  for  Mr.  Dannery,78  and  Letters  patent 
revoking  that  of  Mr.  Duplane."  Your  letter  to  the  latter,  two 
to  the  French  Minister,  one  to  his  secretary  Mons.  Bournon- 
ville,  and  another  to  Mr.  Morris78  being  approved,  are  also 
forwarded. 

To  a  Letter  written  to  you  a  few  days  ago,  I  refer  for  the 
time  and  place  mentioned  for  the  meeting  of  the  Heads  of 
Departments,  and  hope  it  will  be  convenient  for  you  to  attend. 
If  I  do  not  take  a  circuitous  route  by  Frederick-town  in  Mary- 
land &c,  I  shall  not  leave  this  before  the  28th,  and  in  that  case 
should  be  glad  of  your  company,  if  it  is  not  inconvenient  for 
you  to  call.  Since  writing  that  letter,  however,  I  have  received 
the  enclosed  from  the  Attorney  General  which  may  make  a 
change  of  place  necessary;  but  I  shall  wait  further  advices  be- 
fore this  is  resolved  on. 


No  copy  of  this  letter  is  found  in  the  Washington  Papers,  but  Fitzgerald's  reply  of 
October  1 1  states  it  was  "  on  private  business." 

"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

75 Benjamin  Bankson.  He  was  chief  clerk  of  the  Department  of  State. 

78  Appointed  French  consul  at  Boston  by  the  French  Executive  Council. 

Duplaine,  who  was  vice-consul,  was  recalled. 
TSGouverneur  Morris. 
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I  have  also  received  a  letter  from  the  late  Speaker,  Trum- 
bull;79 and  as  I  understand,  sentiments  similar  to  his  are  enter- 
tained by  others:  query,  what  had  I  best  do?  You  were  of 
opinion  when  here,  that  neither  the  Constitution  nor  Laws 
gave  power  to  the  President  to  convene  Congress  at  any  other 
place  than  where  the  Seat  of  Government  is  fixed  by  their  own 
act.  Twelve  days  since  I  wrote  to  the  Attorney  General  for  an 
official  opinion  on  this  head,  but  have  received  no  answer.80  If 
the  importance  and  urgency  of  the  case,  arising  from  a  suppo- 
sition that  the  fever  in  Philadelphia  should  not  abate,  would 
justify  calling  the  Legislature  at  any  other  place,  where  ought 
it  to  be  ?  This,  if  German  town  is  aflfected  with  the  malady, 
involves  the  Executive  in  a  serious  and  delicate  decision.  Wil- 
mington and  Trenton  are  equidistant  in  opposite  directions 
from  Phila.,both  on  the  great  thoroughfare,  equally  dangerous 
on  account  of  the  infection  being  communicated  to  them,  and 
would,  I  presume,  be  equally  obnoxious  to  one  or  other  set  of 
members,  according  to  their  situations.  Annapolis  has  con- 
veniences, but  it  might  be  thought  I  had  interested  and  local 
views  in  naming  this  place.  What  sort  of  a  town  then  is  Read- 
ing, and  how  would  it  answer  ?  Neither  Northern  nor  South- 
ern members  would  have  cause  to  complain  of  its  situation. 
Lancaster  would  favor  the  Southern  ones  most. 

You  will  readily  perceive,  if  any  change  takes  place,  not  a 
moment  is  to  be  lost  in  the  notification;  whether  by  a  simple 
statement  of  facts  (among  which,  I  presume,  the  House  in- 
tended for  them  in  Philada.  will  be  unfit  for  their  reception), 

"Jonathan  Trumbull.  His  letter  of  October  2  is  in  the  Washington  Papers.  He 
wrote  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  discretionary  powers  of  the  President  warranted  the 
calling  of  Congress  to  convene  at  some  other  place  than  Philadelphia  in  special  session, 
otherwise  "a  majority  of  both  Houses  must  Convene  in  Phila.  be  the  Danger  what 
it  may,  before  an  Adjourment  can  be  made  to  a  place  of  Safety  and  Convenience." 

80 Randolph  answered  October  24.  His  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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and  an  intimation  that  you  shall  be  at  a  certain  place 
days  before  the  first  of  December  to  meet  them  in  their  legis- 
lative capacity,  or  to  advise  with  them  on  measures  proper  to 
be  taken  in  the  present  exigency.  If  something  of  this  sort 
should  strike  you  favorably,  draw  (and  if  necessary  sign)  a 
proper  Instrument  to  avoid  delay,  leaving  the  place  blank,  but 
giving  your  opinion  thereon.  Germantown  would  certainly 
have  been  the  best  place  for  them  to  have  met  in  the  first  in- 
stance, there  to  take  ulterior  resolutions  without  involving  the 
Executive. 

I  have  no  objection  to  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  with  your 
concurrence,  choosing  an  Engraver  in  place  of  Mr.  Wright. 
No  report  has  been  made  to  me  relative  to  the  Tonnage  of  the 
French  Ships  from  St  Domingo. 

Major  Lenox,82  I  perceive  by  the  papers,  is  marshal  of  the 
District  of  Pennsylvania.  Limits  of  Jurisdiction  and  protection 
must  lie  over  till  we  meet,  when  I  request  you  will  remind  me 
of  it.  I  am  etc.83 

To  GOVERNOR  THOMAS  SIM  LEE 

Mount  Vernon,  October  13, 1793. 
Sir:  The  Letter  with  which  your  Excellency  was  pleased  to 
favor  me,  dated  the  7  inst :  was  received  on  the  10,  and  might 
have  been  acknowledged  the  next  day;  but  I  waited  the  arrival 
of  Friday's  mail  in  hopes  that  I  should  have  had  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  relatively  the  Ship  Rochampton.  Dis- 
appointed in  this,  I  am  not  able  to  give  any  opinion  thereon, 

81  Left  blank  in  the  original. 

82  David  Lenox. 

83  In  the  writing  of  Bartholomew  Dandridge  from  the  Jefferson  Papers  in  the  Library 
of  Congress. 

This  letter  was  inclosed  by  Washington,  in  a  brief  note,  October  n,  to  Edward 
Carrington,  asking  its  speedy  conveyance  to  Jefferson.  This  note  is  entered  in  the 
"Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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uninformed  as  I  am  of  the  specific  articles  of  charge  which  have 
been  exhibited  by  the  British  Consul.  The  French  minister 
complains  of  the  detention. 

With  respect  to  the  second  case  mentioned  in  your  letter,  and 
those  of  the  British  Consuls,  I  have  only  to  observe  that  as  these 
Gentlemen  are  not  ignorant,  that  the  Custom-house  officers  in 
every  port  are  instructed  to  keep  a  vigilant  watch  upon  all  armed 
vessels,  and  the  presumption  being  that  they  also  are  not  inat- 
tentive, there  seems  to  have  been  no  necessity  for  lodging  a 
complaint  unaccompanied  with  proofs. 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  give  instructions  which  will  embrace 
every  case  minutely  that  may  arise  during  the  war;  nor  do  I 
conceive  it  essential.  Your  Excellency  will  readily  perceive 
by  the  communications  which  have  been  made  to  you,  the 
principles  upon  which  the  General  Government  act  in  the  re- 
cess of  Congress,  respecting  the  belligerent  powers.  These 
principles  are  to  adhere  strictly  to  treaties,  according  to  the 
plain  construction  and  obvious  meaning  of  them,  and,  regard- 
ing these,  to  act  impartially  towards  all  the  Nations  at  war. 
Keeping  these  principles  in  view  and  observing  the  rules  which 
are  founded  on  them,  with  your  disposition  to  do  justice  and  to 
preserve  this  Country  in  peace,  I  persuade  myself  you  can  be  at 
no  loss,  that  your  decisions  will  be  always  right,  and  I  hope  they 
will  always  be  prompt. 

Being  removed  from  the  public  Offices,  intending  when  I 
left  Philadelphia  not  to  be  absent  from  that  City  more  than  fif- 
teen or  eighteen  days,  I  brought  no  public  papers  of  any  sort 
(not  even  the  rules  which  have  been  established  in  these  cases,) 
along  with  me;  consequently  am  not  prepared  at  this  place 
to  decide  points  which  may  require  a  reference  to  papers  not 
within  my  reach,  but  as  I  find  cases  are  daily  occurring  which 
call  for  attention  and  decision,  I  have  requested  the  Heads  of 
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Departments  to  attend  at  Philadelphia,  or  in  its  vicinity,  by  the 
ist  of  next  month,  whither  I  shall  go  and  be  present  myself. 
With  great  esteem  and  regard  I  am  &c.  [md.  h.  s.] 

To  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL84 

Mount  Vernon,  October  13, 1793. 

Dear  Sir:  I  was  duly  favoured  with  your  letter  of  the  2d. 
instant. 

The  calamitous  situation  of  Philadelphia  makes  it  necessary 
that  some  previous  steps  should  be  taken  with  respect  to  the 
meeting  of  Congress.  But  of  what  kind  is  a  serious  question. 
That  the  President  has  Power  by  the  Constitution  to  Convene 
Congress  in  extraordinary  cases  admits  of  no  doubt,  but  that  he 
has  power  to  summon  them  to  meet  at  an  unusual  place  when 
the  Law,  has  designated  the  seat  of  Government  is  not  merely 
equivocal,  but  in  the  opinion  of  those,  with  whom  I  have  hith- 
erto conversed,  on  the  subject,  absolutely  beyond  the  powers  of 
the  Executive.  On  the  30th.  of  last  month  (hearing  that  the 
fever  rather  increased  than  abated)  I  wrote  to  the  Attorney 
General  for  an  official  opinion  on  this  point,  but  have  not  yet 
received  an  answer. 

When  I  left  Philadelphia,  which  was  for  the  purpose  of  ful- 
filling a  previous  engagement  of  a  private  nature  that  made  it 
necessary  for  me  to  be  at  home  the  18th.  of  Septr.  I  fully  ex- 
pected to  return  to  the  City  before  the  end  of  the  month;  but 
the  flight  of  the  Clerks  from  the  public  Offices  which  in  a  man- 
ner shut  them  up,  and  the  head  of  Departments  being  also 
absent,  my  return  has  hitherto  been  delayed.  But,  public  busi- 
ness of  various  kinds  requiring  their  attendance  I  (did  some 
time  since)  desire  them  to  meet  me  at  Philadelphia,  or  in  the 

84  Representative  in  Congress  from  Connecticut  and  Speaker  of  the  House  in  the 
Second  Congress. 
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vicinity,  the  first  of  next  month,  whither  I  shall  go  myself.  At 
the  time  of  my  leaving  the  City  with  these  expectations  and  till 
lately,  I  hoped  the  fever  would  be  stopped,  and  the  City  so  puri- 
fied by  the  approaching  cool  Season  as  to  admit  Congress  with 
safety  by  the  time  appointed.  Or,  if  doubts  arose,  then  for  a 
quorum  to  adjourn  it  to  some  other  place.  This  would  have 
been  (for  reasons  unnecessary  to  mention)  more  agreeable  to 
me  than  to  do  it,  admitting  I  had  power.  But  as  this  is  not 
likely  to  happen  unless  a  very  unexpected  change  should  take 
place,  as  I  have  had  no  opinion  yet  from  the  proper  Law  officer 
of  Government  on  this  head,  and,  as  you  know  I  wish  to  hear 
the  opinion  of  my  friends  upon  all  difficult  and  delicate  sub- 
jects, I  would  thank  you  for  yours  on  this.85  particularly  with 
respect  to  the  place,  under  present  circumstances  least  excep- 
tionable. Your  letter  may  meet  me  at  this  Place,  if  it  does  not, 
I  may  find  it  on  the  Road,  if  neither,  most  certainly  at  whatever 
place  I  shall  assemble  the  officers  of  Government.  I  am  etc.86 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Mount  Vernon,  October  14, 1793. 
Dear  Sir:  Enclosed  is  the  duplicate  of  my  last.  The  calamity 
which  has  befallen  Philadelphia  and  seems  in  no  wise  to  abate 
renders  it  more  essential  than  ever  for  the  heads  of  Depart- 
ments to  Assemble;  that  proper  measures  with  respect  to  the 
public  Offices  and  Papers  may  be  adopted.  It  is  time  also,  if 
the  President  can  with  propriety  interpose,  to  decide  some- 
thing with  respect  to  the  meeting  of  Congress.  But  what,  is 
difficult;  some  being  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  power  vested 
in  the  Executive  under  any  circumstances  to  change  the  place 

^Trumbull's  letter  of  October  2  had  then  reached  Mount  Vernon.    (See  note 
to  Washington's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Oct.  11,  1793,  ante.) 
From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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of  meeting  although  there  is  power  to  call  Congress  together 
upon  extraordinary  occasions;  Others  think,  admitting  this, 
the  exigency  of  the  case  would  warrant  the  measure.  It  is  a 
delicate  situation  for  the  President  to  be  placed  in.  What  would 
you  advise  in  this  predicament?  If  to  call  Congress  together, 
where,  for  the  ensuing  Sessions  ?  the  Public  Offices  and  Papers 
being  difficult  and  expensive  to  remove  to  any  distance;  and 
the  delicate  situation  it  would  throw  the  Executive  into  by 
naming  a  place  far  from  the  present  establishment.  My  wishes 
would  be  Germantown,  if  the  place  is  free  from  the  fever,  for 
the  reasons  I  have  mentioned;  but  as  none  can  take  a  more 
comprehensive  view,  and  I  flatter  myself  a  less  partial  one  of 
the  subject  than  yourself,  and  as  a  letter  from  you  may  reach 
me  before  we  shall  meet,  I  pray  you  to  dilate  fully  upon  the 
several  points  here  brought  to  your  consideration.87 

I  shall  be  at,  or  somewhere  about  Germantown  at  the  time 
mentioned  in  the  enclosed;  and  therefore  shall  only  add,  what 
I  persuade  myself  you  are  already  satisfied  of,  that  I  am  with 
much  truth  and  sincerity  etc.88 

To  JAMES  MADISON 

Mount  Vernon,  October  14, 1793. 
My  dear  Sir:  The  calamitous  situation  of  Philadelphia;  and 
the  little  prospect  from  present  appearances  of  its  eligibility  to 
receive  Congress  by  the  first  Monday  in  Decembr.  involves 
difficulty. 

"Hamilton's  answer,  dated  October  24,  is  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the 
Washington  Papers.  He  thought  "  the  discretion  of  the  President  extends  to  place  as 
well  as  time.  The  reason  of  the  thing  as  well  as  the  words  of  the  Constitution,  would 
extend  to  both.  The  usual  seat  of  the  Government  may  be  in  possession  of  an  enemy; 
it  may  be  swallowed  up  by  an  earthquake.  I  know  of  no  law  that  abridges  in  this 
respect  the  discretion  of  the  President;  if  a  law  could  abridge  a  constitutional  discre- 
tion of  either  branch." 

88  From  the  Hamilton  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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It  has  been  intimated  by  some,  that  the  President  ought,  by 
Proclamation,  to  convene  Congress  a  few  days  before  the  above 
period,  at  some  other  place;  and  by  others,  (although  in  ex- 
traordinary cases  he  has  power  to  convene,  yet)  that  he  has 
none  to  change  the  place.  Mr.  Jefferson  when  here  on  his  way 
home,  was  of  the  latter  opinion;  but  the  laws  were  not  fully 
examined;  nor  was  the  case  at  that  time  so  serious  as  it  now  is. 
From  the  Attorney  General  to  whom  I  have  since  written  on 
this  subject,  requesting  an  Official  opinion,  I  have  received  no 
answer;  nor  is  it  probable  I  shall  do  it  soon,  as  I  believe  he  has 
no  communication  with  the  Post  Office. 

Time  presses,  and  the  Malady  at  the  usual  place  of  meeting 
is  becoming  more  and  more  alarming.  What  then,  do  you 
think  is  the  most  advisable  course  for  me  to  pursue  in  the 
present  exigency?  Summons  Congress  to  meet  at  a  certain 
time  and  place  in  their  legislative  capacity?  Simply  to  state 
facts,  and  say  I  will  meet  the  members  at  the  time  and  place 
just  mentioned,  for  ulterior  arrangements  ?  or  leave  matters  as 
they  are,  if  there  is  no  power  in  the  Executive  to  alter  the  place, 
legally  ? 

In  the  first  and  second  cases  (especially  the  first)  the  delicacy 
of  my  naming  a  place  will  readily  occur  to  you.  My  wishes  are, 
that  Congress  could  have  been  assembled  at  Germantown  (to 
show  I  meant  no  partiality)  leaving  it  to  themselves  if  there 
should  appear  no  prospect  of  getting  into  Philadelphia  soon, 
to  decide  on  what  sh'd  be  done  thereafter;  but  acc'ts  say  that 
some  people  have  died  in  Germantown  also,  of  the  Malignant 
fever.  Every  death,  however,  is  now  ascribed  to  that  cause,  be 
the  disorder  what  it  may. 

Wilmington  and  Trenton  are  nearly  equidistant,  from  Phil- 
adelphia in  opposite  directions;  but  both  are  on  the  gt.  thor- 
oughfare and  equally  exposed  to  danger  from  the  Multitude  of 
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Travelers  and  neither  may  have  Chambers  sufficet.  for  the  He. 
of  Representatives.  Annapolis  and  Lancaster  are  more  secure 
and  have  good  accomodations ;  but  to  name  either,  especially 
the  first,  would  be  thought  to  favour  Southern  convenience 
most,  perhaps  might  be  attributed  to  local  views;  especially  as 
New  York  is  talked  of  for  this  purpose.  Reading  if  there  are 
proper  conveniences  at  it  would  favour  neither  the  Southern 
nor  Northern  interest  most,  but  would  be  alike  to  both. 

I  have  written  to  Mr  Jefferson  on  this  subject;  notwithstand- 
ing which  I  would  thank  you  for  your  opinion,  and  that  fully, 
as  you  see  my  embarrassment.  I  even  ask  more,  I  would  thank 
you  (not  being  acquainted  with  forms  and  having  no  one  with 
me  that  is)  to  sketch  some  instrument  for  publication  proper 
for  the  case  you  think  most  expedient  for  me  to  pursue  in  the 
present  state  of  things,  if  the  members  are  to  be  called  together 
as  before  mentioned.  The  difficulty  of  keeping  Clerks  in  the 
public  Offices  had,  in  a  manner,  suspended  business  before  I 
left  Philada;  and  the  heads  of  Departments  having  matters  of 
private  concernment  which  required  them  to  be  absent,  has 
prevented  my  return  thither  longer  than  I  had  intended;  but  I 
have  now  called  upon  the  several  Secretaries  to  meet  me  there 
or  in  the  vicinity  the  first  of  next  month,  for  which  I  shall  set 
out  the  27th  or  28th  of  the  present. 

The  accounts  from  that  City  are  really  affecting  Two  Gen- 
tlemen from  New  York  now  here  (Colonels  Piatt  and  Sargent) 
say  they  were  told  at  the  Swedes  ford  of  Schoolkil  by  a  person 
who  said  he  had  it  from  Governor  Mifflin  that  by  the  official 
report  from  the  Mayor  of  the  City89  upwards  of  3500  had  died90 
and  the  disorder  by  all  accounts  was  spreading,  and  raging 

89  Matthew  Clarkson. 

90 A  news  clipping  pasted  to  Jefferson's  letter  to  Washington,  Sept.  15,  1793,  in  the 
Jefferson  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress,  gives  the  total  number  of  deaths  in  Phila- 
delphia from  Aug.  1  to  Oct.  11,  1793,  inclusive,  as  2,237. 
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more  violently  than  ever.  If  cool  weather  accompanied  with 
rain  does  not  put  a  stop  to  the  Malady,  distressing  indeed  must 
be  the  condition  of  that  City;  now  almost  depopulated  by  re- 
movals and  deaths. 

I  would  not  have  sent  you  such  a  scrawl,  but  really  have  not 
time  to  copy  it.  I  came  here  to  look  a  little  into  my  own  private 
concerns,  but  have  no  time  allowed  me  for  this  purpose  being 
followed  by  other  matters.91 

To  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 

Mount  Vernon,  October  14, 1793. 

Dear  Sir:  Enclosed  is  the  copy  of  what  I  wrote  to  you  agree- 
ably to  the  date,  since  which  I  have  received  yours  of  the  3d 
inst.,  which  shews  it  had  not  at  that  time  got  to  your  hands. 

I  sincerely  hope  your  son  Peyton  is  in  no  danger  from  the 
sick  person  he  saw,  and  that  the  rest  of  your  family,  wherever 
they  be,  are  in  good  health.  Are  you  certain  that  the  disorder 
of  which  the  persons  in  Germantown  died  was  the  real  malig- 
nant fever  of  Philada.  For  every  fever  now,  of  which  people 
die  in  and  about  that  city  will  be  so  called.  I  was  in  hopes  Con- 
gress might  have  assembled  at  Germantown  in  the  first  instance 
and  there  taken  ulterior  resolutions  if  the  City  of  Philadelphia 
at  the  time  should  be  thought  unsafe  for  them  to  stay  in. 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  the  Speaker  of  the  late  house 
of  Representatives  (Trumbull)  suggesting  the  expediency  of 
convening  Congress  a  few  days  before  the  first  Monday  in  De- 
cember at  some  other  place  than  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  necessity  of  a  quorum  of  both  houses  meeting  there,  similar 
sentiments  I  have  heard,  are  entertained  by  others.  Query,  what 
with  propriety  can  the  President  do  under  the  circumstances 

91  From  the  printed  text  in  Washington-Madison  Papers  (McGuire  sale,  1892). 
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which  exist  ?  If  the  importance,  and  awfulness  of  the  occasion 
would  justify  calling  the  legislature  together  at  any  other  place 
than  Philadelphia  (on  acct.  of  the  calamity  with  which  it  is 
visited)  where  should  it  be  ?  This  question  if  German  Town 
is  also  visited,  would  involve  the  Executive  in  a  serious,  and 
decision;  Wilmington  and  Trenton  are  equidistant  from  Phila- 
delphia in  opposite  directions,  but  both  are  on  the  great  thor- 
oughfare through  the  Union,  equally  liable  on  that  account  to 
receive  the  Infection,  and  each,  to  the  members  whose  distance 
would  be  increased,  obnoxious.  Annapolis  is  more  out  of  the 
comn.  and  has  conveniences,  but  it  might  be  thought  that  inter- 
ested and  local  views  dictated  the  measure.  What  sort  of  a  Town 
is  Reading,  and  how  would  it  answer  for  the  purpose  of  a  Ses- 
sion ?  Neither  Northern  nor  Southern  Members  would  have 
cause  to  complain  of  partiality  on  acct.  of  its  situation  Lancaster 
would  be  thought  to  favour  the  Southern  Members  most. 

You  will  readily  perceive  that  if  a  change  of  place  becomes 
indispensable  not  a  moment  is  to  be  lost  in  the  notification 
thereof,  whether  by  Proclamation,  requiring  it,  or  by  a  simple 
statement  of  facts,  accompanied  with  information  that  at  a  cer- 
tain time  and  place  (which  might  be  blank  days  before  the  ist 
of  December)  I  would  meet  the  members  in  their  Legislative 
capacity,  or  for  the  purpose  of  ulterior  arrangements.  The  lat- 
ter would  I  presume  be  a  novel  proceeding,  the  other  an  illegal 
Act,  if  there  is  no  power  delegated  for  the  purpose  and  either 
would  be  food  for  scribblers;  yet,  if  Philadelphia  should  con- 
tinue in  its  present  unfortunate  and  alarming  state  something 
preliminary  seems  necessary.  I  wish  you  to  think  seriously  of 
this  matter;  and  not  only  give  me  your  opinion  thereon,  but 
accompany  it  with  what  you  may  conceive  a  proper  and  formal 
instrument  for  publication;  for  my  consideration  leaving  the 
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place  and  time  blank  thereon,  but  dilated  upon  in  a  letter  under 
the  sevel.  views  you  may  take  of  the  subject,  especially  too  as 
(I  have  heard  but  know  not  on  what  grounds)  that  it  is  made 
a  question  by  some,  whether  even  the  Legislature  itself  having 
in  this  instance  fulfilled  the  powers  of  the  Constitution  have 
now  a  right  to  change  the  places  which  are  established  by  law. 
This  to  me  I  confess,  seems  to  be  a  strained  construction  of  the 
Constitution  and  is  only  mentioned  to  shew  that  caution  is 
necessary. 

The  heads  of  the  Departments  you  will  have  no  opportunity 
to  advise  with  on  this  interesting  subject,  nor  do  I  suppose  you 
will  be  in  the  way  of  seeing  professional  men  of  much  emi- 
nence, otherwise  I  should  request  you  to  know  their  sentiments 
on  the  legality,  or  expediency  of  convening  Congress  otherwise 
than  in  Philadelphia. 

My  best  wishes  attend  you,  Mrs.  Randolph  and  family,  and 
I  am  etc.92 

*To  OLIVER  WOLCOTT,  JUNIOR 

Mount  Vernon,  October  14, 1793. 

Sir:  Lest  my  last  letter  to  Colo.  Hamilton  should  have  met 
some  mischance  I  send  a  duplicate,  and  request  your  care  of  it; 
the  necessity  for  the  heads  of  Departments  assembling  by  the 
first  of  next  month  becoming  more  and  more  apparent.  Phila- 
delphia or  vicinity,  is  appointed  for  the  purpose,  where  I  shall 
be  myself. 

Let  me  know,  I  pray  you,  whether  the  malady  with  which 
Philadelphia  is  afflicted  has  extended  to  German  town,  or 
neighbourhood.  In  a  word,  I  would  thank  you  for  precise  in- 
formation on  this  head,  for  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  any.  A 

82 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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letter  requiring  this  of  the  Attorney  General  is,  I  presume,  still 
laying  in  the  Post  Office  as  I  have  received  no  acknowledgment 
of  it  although  written  and  sent  from  this  the  30th.  of  last  Month. 

On  the  supposition  that  the  Fever  in  Philadelphia  will  not 
have  entirely  ceased,  and  the  City  sufficiently  purified  by  the 
first  of  December  for  Congress  to  assemble  there,  what  conven- 
iences would  Germantown  afford  for  this  purpose?  thereby 
superceding  the  necessity  of  removing  the  public  Offices  to  a 
more  distant  part.  If  this  also  should  be  conceived  an  unsafe, 
or  an  improper  place,  what  other  is  contemplated  for  the  resi- 
dence of  Congress  next  Session  ?  full  information  of  the  pre- 
vailing sense  of  those  who  are  best  acquainted  with  the  true 
situation  of  things  in  and  about  Philadelphia  would  be  very 
satisfactory  to  me,  as  our  accts.  here  are  so  vague  and  contradic- 
tory that  we  know  not  what  to  rely  on. 

By  report  Mr.  Willing93  (President  of  the  Bank)  Mr.  Jno. 
Ross,  Mr.  Jonathen  Sergeant,  Mr.  Howell,94  Colo.  Franks,95 
and  many  others  of  our  acquaintances  have  fallen  victims  to  the 
prevailing  malignant  fever;  that  near  4000  have  died;  and  that 
the  disorder  rages  more  violently  than  ever.  Are  these  things 
true  ?  I  hope  you  and  Mrs.  Wolcot  keep  your  health,  with  es- 
teem and  regard  I  am  etc.  [c.h.s.] 

To  THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 

Mount  Vernon,  October  14, 1793. 
Sir :  The  numerous  and  various  reports  which  I  have  lately 
received  from  people  who  were  not  possessed  of  any  accurate 
information  with  respect  to  the  State  of  the  malignant  fever 

^Thomas  Willing. 
wJoseph(?)  Howell. 
95  Isaac  Franks. 
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with  which  Philadelphia  is  so  unfortunately  afflicted,  and  my 
intention  being  to  return  thither,  or  to  its  neighbourhood,  about 
the  first  of  next  month,  have  induced  me  to  ask  this  informa- 
tion from  you,  and  I  beg  you  will  advise  me  as  well  of  the 
State  of  the  fever  in  Philadelphia,  as  whether  it  has  extended 
itself  in  its  vicinity,  German  town  &c,  to  which  last  I  have 
heard  it  has  reached. 

Taking  it  for  granted,  that  the  fever  will  not  have  entirely 
disappeared  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  Place  become 
quite  purified,  so  as  to  admit  the  members  of  Congress  to  meet 
there,  with  safety  by  the  first  of  December,  what  accomoda- 
tions could  be  had  for  them  in  Germantown,  if  it  should  be 
free  from  infection  ?  If  however,  this  place  should  be  thought 
unsafe  or  improper,  what  other  has  been  in  contemplation  for 
the  next  Session  of  Congress  ?  Full  information  of  these  mat- 
ters, and  of  the  prevailing  sense  of  those  who  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  Judging  and  are  best  acquainted  with  the  true 
Situation  of  things,  in  and  about  Philadelphia,  is  what  I  very 
much  want,  as  the  accounts  we  receive  here  are  so  opposite  and 
unsatisfactory  that  we  know  not  on  which  to  rely. 

By  report,  we  learn,  that  Mr.  Willing  (president  of  the  Bank) 
Mr.  John  Ross,  Mr.  Jonathan  Sergeant,  Mr.  Howell,  Colo. 
Franks  and  many  others  of  our  acquaintance  have  fallen  vic- 
tims to  the  fatal  fever,  that  near  4,000  have  died  and  that  the 
disorder  is  more  violent  than  ever.  Is  this  a  faithful  represen- 
tation ?  I  hope  your  family  are  out  of  the  way  of  this  dreadful 
contagion,  and  that  you  and  Mrs.  Pickering  are  well,  with 
esteem  and  regard  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  What  sort  of  a  place  is  Reading,  and  how  would  it  an- 
swer for  the  accommodation  of  Congress  the  ensuing  Session.90 

96 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

Mount  Vernon,  October  15, 1793. 

Dr  Sir :  The  violence  with  which  (from  all  accounts  I  have 
received)  the  contagious  fever  in  Philada.  continues  to  rage 
makes  it  still  more  necessary  than  ever  that  the  meeting  of  the 
Heads  of  Departments  which  I  requested  you  to  attend  in  a 
letter  of  the  25  Sept:  should  not  fail  to  take  place  by  the  first  of 
November  [that  among  other  things  measures  may  be  taken 
for  security  of  the  public  Offices  and  Papers.]  I  shall  set  out 
from  this  place  in  order  to  meet  you  and  the  other  Gentlemen 
in  the  vicinity  of  Philada.  at  that  time.  [The  heads  of  Depart- 
ments being  absent  the  disputes  arising  between  the  agents  of 
the  Powers  at  war,  and  other  matters,  are  transmitted  imme- 
diately to  me.] 

Should  the  continuance  of  the  fever  in  the  City  of  Philada. 
render  it  unsafe  and  improper  for  the  members  of  Congress  to 
assemble  there  the  first  of  December  (and  indeed  there  seems 
to  be  no  hope  of  disappearance  by  that  time)  what  in  that  case 
is  to  be  done  ?  Do  you  conceive  the  President  is  authorised  by 
the  Constitution  or  Laws  of  the  U  S.  to  interfere  in  such  a  case  ? 
Altho'  the  President  has  power  to  call  Congress  together  in 
extraordinary  cases,  it  [is  denied]  that  power  is  given  to  change 
the  fixed  place  of  convening.  [By  others  it  is  thought  the  exi- 
gency of  the  present  case  wd  justify  the  measure].  Indeed  it 
has  been  made  a  question  by  some  whether  even  Congress 
themselves  have  this  power.  I  should  be  glad  to  have  your 
opinion  upon  these  points  as  soon  as  possible,  because  if  the 
Executive  have  power  no  time  is  to  be  lost  in  using  it. 

Admitting,  however,  that  the  President  was  authorised  to 
convene  Congress  at  any  other  place  than  Philada.  where  have 
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you  contemplated  as  most  convenient  and  agreeable  to  all  par- 
ties? [for  the  ensuing  Session,  considering  it  is  a  temporary 
measure,  that  the  public  offices  are  established  in  Phila.,  and 
the  Papers  difficult  and  expensive  to  remove.]  German  [town] 
would  certainly  have  been  preferred  [by  me]  but,  unfortu- 
nately, I  am  told  the  fever  has  reached  it  and  several  people 
died  therein,  [but  all  deaths  now  are  charged  to  acct.  of  the 
malignt.  fever.]  Wilmington  and  Trenton  are  equidistant  in 
opposite  directions  from  Philada.  but  situated  on  the  great 
thoroughfare  thro'  the  Union,  and  exposed  in  a  great  degree 
to  the  communication  of  the  infection,  and  would  be  equally 
unsatisfactory  to  the  members  whose  distance  would  be  en- 
creased.  Reading  is  more  out  of  the  way  of  taking  the  infec- 
tion, being  ofF  the  great  road  thro'  the  Country,  and  could  not 
be  complained  of  by  either  northern  or  Southern  members  on 
accot.  of  situation,  how  do  you  think  it  would  accomodate 
Congress  the  ensuing  Session?  [write  fully  and  promptly  as  I 
may  receive  your  letter  before  I  shall  see  you.  With  very  great 
estm.  etc.]97 

To  GOVERNOR  THOMAS  SIM  LEE 

Georgetown,  October  16, 1793. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  11  instant. 

When  the  British  Vice-Consul  at  Baltimore  exhibits  all  his 
proofs  respecting  the  capture  of  the  Brigantine  Coningham,  a 
better  judgment  can  be  formed  than  at  present,  whether  this 
act  is  an  infraction  of  neutrality.  In  doing  this  he  ought  to 
make  no  delay;  because  there  can  be  no  decision  before  the 
evidence  on  both  sides  is  heard. 


7The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Bartholomew  Dandridge.  The  parts  in  brackets  are 
in  the  writing  of  Washington. 
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Three  miles  will,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  bring  the  Coningham 
within  the  rule  of  some  decisions ;  but  the  extent  of  Territorial 
jurisdiction  at  Sea,  has  not  yet  been  fixed,  on  account  of  some 
difficulties  which  occur  in  not  being  able  to  ascertain  with  pre- 
cision what  the  general  practice  of  Nations  in  this  case  has 
been.  With  very  great  esteem  etc.08  [md.  h.  s.] 

*To  GOVERNOR  HENRY  LEE 
(Private) 

Mount  Vernon,  October  16, 1793. 

Dear  Sir:  Since  my  arrival  at  this  place  I  have  been  favored 
with  your  letters  of  the  17th.  Ulto.  and  7th.  instt.  For  your  kind 
attentions  to  me  I  pray  you  to  receive  my  sincere  acknowledg- 
ments. 

I  have  always  (from  the  accts.  given  of  it)  entertained  a  high 
opinion  of  Colo.  Taliaferros  threshing  machine  but  knew  at 
the  sametime  I  had  no  stream  that  could  supply  water  for  one 
on  any  of  my  Farms.  This  was  confirmed  when  Mr.  Payne 
came  hither  and  exam'd  them.  The  model  brought  over  by 
the  English  Farmers  may  also  be  a  good  one,  but  the  utility  of 
it  among  careless  Negros  and  ignorant  Overseers  will  depend 
absolutely  upon  the  simplicity  of  the  Constructn ;  for  if  there  is 
any  thing  complex  in  the  machinery  it  will  be  no  longer  in  use 
than  a  mushroom  is  in  existance.  I  have  seen  so  much  of  the 
beginning  and  ending  of  these  new  inventions,  that  I  have  al- 
most resolved  to  go  on  in  the  old  way  of  treading  until  I  get  set- 
tled again  at  home,  and  can  attend  myself  to  the  management 
of  one.  As  a  proof  in  point  of  the  almost  impossibility  of  put- 
ting the  Overseers  of  this  Country  out  of  the  track  they  have 
been  accustomed  to  walk  in,  I  have  one  of  the  most  convenient 


'In  the  writing  of  Bartholomew  Dandridge. 
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Barns  in  this,  or  perhaps  any  other  Country,  where  30  hands 
may  with  great  ease  be  employed  in  threshing;  half  of  the 
Wheat  of  the  Farm  was  actually  stowed  in  this  Barn  in  the  straw 
by  my  order  for  threshing;  notwithstanding,  when  I  came 
home  about  the  Middle  of  September,  I  found  a  treading  yard 
not  30  feet  from  the  Barn  door,  the  Wheat  again  brought  out 
of  the  Barn  and  horses  treading  it  out  in  an  open  exposure  liable 
to  the  vicissitudes  of  weather.  I  am  now  erecting  a  building  for 
the  express  purpose  of  treading.  I  have  sanguine  expectations 
of  its  utility;  and  if  I  am  not  deceived  in  them  it  may  afford  you 
some  satisfaction  when  you  come  into  this  part  of  the  Country 
to  call  and  look  at  it. 

I  have  a  grateful  sense  of  your  kind  offer  of  Mr.  Workman; 
previous  however  to  the  communication  I  had  engaged  a  Man- 
ager from  the  Eastern  shore  of  Maryland  but  the  impression  on 
my  mind  for  the  favor  intended  me  is  not  lessened  on  that  acct. 

I  have  not,  as  you  will  perceive,  touched  the  subject  of  Politics 
in  this  letter.  The  reasons  are,  your  letter  of  the  17th.  has  ex- 
pressed precisely  my  ideas  of  the  conduct,  and  views  of  those, 
who  are  aiming  at  nothing  short  of  the  subversion  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  these  States,  even  at  the  expence  of  plunging  this 
Country  in  the  horrors  of  a  disastrous  War;  and  because  I  wish 
to  await  a  little  longer  to  see  what  may  be  the  sense  of  legally 
constituted  bodies  at  the  meetings"  which  are  about  to  take 
place. 

The  public  service  requiring  it,  I  shall  set  off  in  about  ten 
days  for  Philadelphia  or  vicinity.  Though  unknown  to  your 
lady,  I  beg  my  respectful  compliments  may  be  presented  to  her. 
I  wish  you  an  agreeable  and  harmonious  Session,  and  am  with 
much  truth  Your  Affecte.  Hble.  Servt. 


Of  the  Democratic  societies. 
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To  WILLIAM  AUGUSTINE  WASHINGTON x 

Mount  Vernon,  October  21, 1793. 

My  dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  16th  came  to  my  hands  the 
19th  and  the  Post  by  which  this  goes  is  the  first  that  has  occurred 
since. 

As  one  of  Mr.  Stone's  carpenters  is  a  White  lad,  and  two  of 
them  but  green  hands,  I  decline  employing  them.  I  have  al- 
ready more  white  people  about  my  house  dian  are  governed 
properly  in  my  absence,  tho'  for  the  sake  of  getting  an  honest, 
skilful  and  industrious  person  to  superintend  my  carpenters  I 
would  have  added  one  more,  Two  is  too  many;  especially  as 
one  of  the  Negroe's  (as  well  as  the  White  lad)  can  have  but  lit- 
tle knowledge  of  the  trade  they  profess. 

I  thank  you  for  the  trouble  you  have  had  in  this  business  and 
with  much  truth  am  etc.2 

To  STEPHEN  MOYLAN 

Mount  Vernon,  October  23, 1793. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  21st  was  handed  to  me  last  Night.  As 
I  expect  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia  (Germantown  I 
believe)  on  the  first  of  November  I  shall  decline  saying  any 
thing  on  the  subject  of  your  application3  till  then.  It  being 
my  invariable  custom  to  possess  myself  of  the  circumstances  of 
every  case  before  I  decide  on  a  nomination  to  the  office.  With 
esteem  etc.4 


'OfWakefield.Va. 

2 From  the  printed  text  in  the  Washington-Tilghman  Papers,  sales  catalogue,  1892. 
Moylan  had  applied  for  the  appointment  of  naval  officer  to  the  port  of  Philadel- 
phia. His  letter  of  October  21  is  in  Applications  for  Office  under  Washington  in  the 
Library  of  Congress. 

4 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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To  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 

Mount  Vernon,  October  23, 1793. 

Dear  Sir :  Your  letter  of  the  14th.  only  came  by  the  Post  of 
last  night,  to  Alexandria;  and  this  is  sent  thither  to  day,  that  it 
may  go  by  to  morrow's  Mail,  and  thereby  reach  you  as  soon  as 
the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit. 

As  you  have  given  no  positive  opinion  respecting  the  Power 
of  the  Executive  to  change  the  place  for  Congress  to  meet  at, 
and  as  it  is  uncertain  what  will  be  the  result  of  this  business;  I 
am  really  at  a  loss  to  decide  which  of  the  three  houses,  men- 
tioned in  the  P:  S:  to  your  letter  of  the  above  date,  would  best 
suit  me,  or  whether  either  of  them  would. 

If,  from  the  present  state  of  the  malady,  with  which  Phila- 
delphia is  visited,  and  there  is  an  unfavorable  prospect  of  its 
ceasing,  Germantown  should  be  thought  unsafe,  and  of  course 
an  ineligible  spot  for  Congress  to  sit  in,  or  meet  at,  even  in  the 
first  instance,  any  \ind  of  lodging  and  board  would  suffice  for 
the  short  stay  I  should  have  to  remain  there;  especially  as  all  the 
time,  not  employed  in  business  with  the  heads  of  Depart- 
ments and  yourself,  might  be  spent  in  little  excursions  to  places 
at  a  small  distance  therefrom;  of  course  all  idea  of  furnishing, 
and  keeping  a  house  myself  (being  entirely  unprovided  with 
Servants  or  means  of  any  sort)  ought  to  be  banished  entirely, 
if  it  be  practicable,  and  some  rooms,  even  in  a  tavern,  (if  I  could 
be  retired  in  them)  taken  in  preference.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
my  stay  there  is  likely  to  be  of  any  continuance,  then  unques- 
tionably Colo.  Franks's  (if  to  be  had)  would  suit  me  best;  be- 
cause more  commodious  for  myself  and  the  entertainment  of 
company;  and,  next  to  this,  Bensel's. 

This  is  the  light  in  which  the  matter  strikes  me,  at  this  dis- 
tance; but,  as  you  are  on  the  spot,  know  more  precisely  than  I 
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possibly  can  do  the  real  state  of  things,  and,  besides,  have  been 
in  the  way  of  having  the  various  opinions  of  People  on  the 
subject  of  what  Congress  ought  to  do,  I  would  leave  much  to 
your  Judgment.  I  shall  set  out,  so  as  to  be  in  Germantown,  or 
thereabouts,  the  first  of  November,  if  no  difficulties  should  be 
encountered  on  the  Road.  As  there  can  be  but  a  short  interval 
between  your  receipt  of  this  letter  and  my  arrival,  any  place 
might  do  for  my  first  reception. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  despatch  a  servant  before  me.  I  shall 
have  but  two,  neither  of  which  can  be  spared  for  such  a  pur- 
pose; these,  with  five  horses,  Mr.  Dandridge  and  myself,  form 
the  total  of  my  family  and  equipage.  It  would  be  very  con- 
venient for  me,  therefore,  to  meet  a  letter  from  you  at  Wil- 
mington, that  I  may  know  better  how  to  proceed  from  thence, 
and  where  to  cross  the  Schuylkill. 

My  best  wishes,  in  which  Mrs.  Washington  unites,  attend 
you,  Mrs.  Randolph,  and  family;  we  are  glad  to  hear,  that  your 
apprehensions  on  acct.  of  Peyton  have  subsided.  With  sincere 
esteem  and  regard  etc.5 

To  LUDWELL  LEE  AND  R.  WEST 

Mount  Vernon,  October  24, 1793. 

Gentlemen:  The  Address  of  the  Landholders  and  Inhabit- 
ants of  Fairfax  County,  forwarded  to  me  by  you,  has  been 
received. 

It  is  a  source  of  much  pleasure  to  me  to  find  my  Fellow  Citi- 
zens of  Fairfax  among  those  spirited  republicans  of  the  United 
States,  who  declare  to  the  world  their  firm  determination  to 
support  the  Government  they  have  chosen  for  themselves,  and 
to  oppose  with  manly  resolution  any  attempts  to  weaken  the 

"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 


1793]  THE  OPPOSITION  137 

public  confidence  therein,  or  to  interrupt  the  repose  they  now 
enjoy,  or  a  state  of  peace  to  which  their  interest  and  happiness 
are  so  closely  allied. 

In  fulfilling  the  duties  which  are  attendant  on  the  trust  with 
which  my  Countrymen  have  honored  me,  my  highest  grati- 
fication is  in  meriting  and  receiving  their  approving  voice;  I 
therefore  request  you  to  communicate  to  the  Citizens  of  Fair- 
fax the  pleasure  I  derive  from  their  approbation  of  my  public 
conduct,  and  to  assure  them  of  my  constant  and  unremitted 
attention  to  the  promotion  of  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of 
my  Fellow  Citizens  of  these  States.8 

To  RICHARD  HENRY  LEE 

Mount  Vernon,  October  24, 1793. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  yesterday  was  handed  to  me  upon 
my  return  from  my  usual  ride,  and  almost  at  the  moment  I 
was  sitting  down  with  company  to  dinner,  which  prevented 
my  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  it  by  your  Servant.  I  am 
sorry,  I  shall  not  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  and  your  lady 
before  I  return  to  the  Northward,  and  regret  the  cause.  On 
Sunday,  if  I  can  previously  arrange  some  business  that  presses, 
I  shall  commence  my  Journey,  and,  if  I  can  render  you  any 
service  whither  I  am  going,  I  should  be  happy  in  doing  it. 

On  fair  ground,  it  would  be  difficult  to  assign  reasons  for  the 
conduct  of  those,  who  are  arraigning,  and  constantly  (as  far  as 
they  are  able)  embarrassing  the  measures  of  Government  with 
respect  to  its  pacific  disposition  towards  the  Belligerent  Powers 
in  the  convulsive  dispute,  which  agitated  them;  but  their  mo- 
tives are  too  obvious  to  those,  who  have  the  means  of  informa- 
tion, and  have  viewed  the  different  grounds  they  have  taken, 
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to  mistake  their  object.  It  is  not  the  cause  of  France  (nor,  I 
believe,  of  Liberty)  which  they  regard ;  for,  could  they  involve 
this  Country  in  War  (no  matter  with  whom)  and  disgrace, 
they  would  be  among  the  first  and  loudest  of  the  clamourers 
against  the  expense  and  impolicy  of  the  measure. 

The  specimens  you  have  seen  of  M.  G t's  sentiments  and 

conduct  in  the  Gazettes  form  a  small  part  only  of  the  aggre- 
gate; but  you  can  Judge  from  these  to  what  test  the  temper  of 
the  Executive  has  been  put  in  its  various  transactions  with  this 
Gentleman.  It  is  probable,  diat  the  whole  will  be  exhibited  to 
public  view  in  the  course  of  the  next  Session  of  Congress; 
delicacy  towards  his  nation,  has  restrained  doing  it  hitherto. 
The  best  that  can  be  said  of  this  agent  is,  that  he  is  entirely 
unfit  for  the  Mission  on  which  he  is  employed,  unless,  contrary 
to  the  express  and  unequivocal  declaration  of  his  Country 
(which  I  hope  is  not  the  case)  made  through  himself,  it  is 
meant  to  involve  ours  in  all  the  horrors  of  a  European  War. 
This,  or  interested  motives  of  his  own,  or  having  become  the 
dupe  and  the  tool  of  a  Party  formed  on  various  principles,  but 
to  effect  local  purposes,  is  the  only  solution  that  can  be  given 
of  his  conduct.  I  sincerely  wish  that  Mrs.  [Lee]  and  yourself 
may  soon  and  effectually  recover  your  health;  and  with  very 
great  esteem  etc.7 

To  EDWARD  CARRINGTON 

Mount  Vernon,  October  25, 1793. 

Dr.  Sir:  Your  Letter  enclosing  accot.  of  expence  incurred  in 

sending  an  Express  to  the  Secretary  of  State  is  received;  and  I 

now  enclose  you  thirteen  Dollars  and  1/3,  the  amount  of  the 

acct.  transmitted  by  you.  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for 
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the  dispatch  and  punctuality  with  which  you  forwarded  my 
Letters  to  the  Secretary,  and  with  esteem,  I  am  etc.8 

To  FRANCIS  WILLIS 

Mount  Vernon,  October  25, 1793. 

Sir :  Your  letter  of  the  4th.  of  August  had  to  go  to  Philadel- 
phia and  come  back,  before  I  received  it. 

The  mistakes  which  have  happened  respecting  the  Negros 
of  the  late  Mrs.  Samuel  Washington  are  somewhat  singular; 
and  it  is  not  a  little  surprizing  after  the  first  mistake  had  hap- 
pened, and  so  much  pains  had  been  taken  to  account  for,  and 
set  it  right,  that  now,  after  a  lapse  of  five  or  Six  years  the  whole 
matter  should  assume  quite  a  different  face,  it  should  be  Dis- 
covered at  this  late  hour  that,  that  lady  herself  had  no  right  to 
the  Negros,  which  by  the  bye,  I  believe  possession  alone  would 
give  her. 

If  I  had  ever  intended  to  avail  myself  of  the  Law  for  my  own 
benefit  (which  made  me  heir  to  those  Negros)  I  would  not 
have  relinquished  my  claim  without  a  thorough  investigation 
of  the  subject  of  defective  title.  For  presuming  that  all  Law  is 
founded  on  equity  and  being  under  a  conviction  that  if  Mrs. 
Washington  had  survived  her  husband  she  would  have  released 
nothing  to  which  she  would  have  been  entitled  by  law,  I  saw 
no  injustice  or  impropriety  upon  the  ground  of  reciprocity  of 
receiving  for  my  Brothers  Children  that  which  in  the  other 
case  would  have  been  taken  from  them.  But  not  having  finally 
resolved  in  my  own  Mind  (as  you  may  readily  infer  from  my 
long  silence)  whether  to  take  from  Mrs.  Washingtons  family 
for  the  benefit  of  my  Brothers  only  daughter  (who,  from  the 
involved  State  of  his  affairs,  had  left  her  by  his  Will  a  very 
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small  pittance;  and  the  obtainment  of  that,  even  doubtful)  the 
whole  or  only  part  of  what  the  law  entitled  me  to,  I  let  the  mat- 
ter rest  till  your  second  letter  had  revived  the  subject. 

I  now,  in  order  to  close  the  business  finally,  have  come  to  the 
following  conclusions.  Pay  me  one  hundred  pounds  which  I 
shall  give  to  my  Niece  for  her  immediate  support,  and  I  will 
quit  claim  to  all  the  Negroes  which  belonged  to  Mrs.  Saml : 
Washington,  and  will  release  them  accordingly.  I  am  &c.9 

To  JOHN  FRANCIS  MERCER 

Mount  Vernon,  October  26, 1793. 

Sir :  Since  my  arrival  at  this  place  from  Philadelphia,  the  at- 
tachment of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy  has  been  served  upon 
me.  I  wish  to  be  informed  by  you  how  I  am  to  proceed  in  this 
business,  and  what  steps,  if  any,  are  necessary  to  be  taken  by 
me  in  consequence  thereof. 

Notwithstanding  the  directions  you  have  given  to  the  con- 
trary, there  rarely  comes  a  Collector  who  does  not  present  (min- 
gled with  my  own)  Clerks  notes  on  account  of  your  Brother's 
Estate,  and  these,  in  my  absence,  are  paid  by  my  Manager.  I 
hope  your  orders  will  be  so  pointed  in  future  as  to  prevent  any 
more  coming  against  me,  or  my  being  subject  to  the  payment 
of  monies  for  which  I  receive  no  benefit. 

I  brought  the  bond  of  your  deceased  Father,  and  the  mort- 
gage of  your  brother  with  me  from  Philadelphia  for  the  pur- 
pose of  surrendering  them  to  you  when  the  conveyance  of  the 
Land  to  me  is  made  complete;  and  I  beg  to  know  from  you 
whether  my  signature  to  that  instrument  (as  it  is  so  drawn)  is, 
in  the  opinion  of  professional  men,  necessary.  I  shall  not  ap- 
pear too  pressing  I  hope  to  get  this  business  finally  closed  when, 
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besides  the  desire  natural  to  me  to  leave  nothing  open  that  can 
be  settled,  it  has  become  necessary,  that  I  may  take  some  meas- 
ures with  respect  to  the  Land.  I  am  etc.10 

ToJOHNCOWPER 

Mount  Vernon,  October  26, 1793. 

Sir :  I  have  in  my  possession  a  bond  of  yours  assigned  to  me 
by  Mr.  Jno.  Lewis,  for  £  146. 13.  4d.,  payable  with  interest  the 
18  day  of  May  last.  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  cause  it  to  be 
discharged  as  soon  as  convenient,  as  I  am  in  want  of  the  money. 

Tomorrow  I  shall  leave  this  for  the  vicinity  of  Philada.  The 
money  may  be  sent  by  any  of  the  Delegates  of  this  State;  or  in 
and  other  manner  more  convenient  to  yourself.  I  am  etc.10 

To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Mount  Vernon,  October  27, 1793. 

Mr.  Pearce:  Your  letter  of  the  19th  came  duly  to  hand.  To- 
morrow I  leave  this  for  Philadelpa  or  the  vicinity  of  it;  where, 
when  you  have  occasion  to  write  to  me,  direct  your  letters. 

As  you  seemed  to  be  in  doubt  whether  a  proper  character 
could  be  engaged  in  the  part  of  the  Country  you  live  in,  to  look 
after  my  Negro  Carpenters;  and  (having  much  work  to  do  in 
their  way,  and  not  being  willing  to  leave  matters  at  an  uncer- 
tainty) I  have  engaged  the  person  who  superintends  them  at 
present  to  look  after  them  another  year.  He  is  a  good  workman 
himself,  and  can  be  active;  but  have  little  authority  (I  ought  to 
have  said  command,  for  I  have  given  him  full  authority)  over 
those  who  are  entrusted  to  him  and  as  he  is  fond  of  drink,  tho' 
somewhat  reformed  in  this  respect,  I  place  no  great  confidence 
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in  him.  He  has,  however,  promised  so  to  conduct  himself, 
as  that  there  shall  be  no  cause  for  complaint,  I  thought  it 
was  better,  therefore,  to  engage  him,  than  to  run  any  hazard. 
I  have  engaged  no  person  to  look  after  the  house  People,  Ditch- 
ers &ct  in  place  of  the  one  now  occupied  in  that  business ;  and 
unless  a  very  active  and  spirited  man  could  be  had,  it  will 
scarcely  be  essential  while  you  reside  at  the  Mansion  house 
yourself.  The  old  Man  that  is  employed  in  this  business  is,  I 
believe,  honest,  sober,  well  meaning,  and  in  some  things  know- 
ing; but  he  wants  activity  and  spirit;  and  from  not  being 
accustomed  to  Negros,  in  addition  thereto;  they  are  under  no 
sort  of  awe  of  him,  of  course  do  as  they  please.  His  wages  are 
low,  Twenty  pounds  pr  ann.  only — under  this  statement  of  the 
case  you  may  do  as  shall  seem  best  to  yourself.  If  he  is  to  go,  he 
ought  to  know  it  seasonably:  his  time  is  up  at  Christmas;  and 
nothing  betwn  us  has  past  either  as  to  his  going,  or  staying. 

I  shall,  before  you  remove,  or  by  the  time  you  may  arrive  at 
Mount  Vernon,  give  you  full  directions,  and  my  ideas  upon  the 
several  points  which  may,  between  this  and  then,  occur  to  me. 
In  all  things  else  you  must  pursue  your  own  judgment,  having 
the  great  outlines  of  my  business  laid  before  you. 

After  having  lived  the  ensuing  Winter  at  the  Mansion  house 
you  will  be  better  able  to  decide  than  at  the  present  moment, 
how  far  your  convenience,  my  interest,  and  indeed  circum- 
stances, may  render  your  removal  to  the  other  place  more 
eligable.  I  shall  readily  agree  to  either.  Materials  are  now  pro- 
viding for  building  a  house  for  Mr.  Crow;  whose  house  it  was 
first  proposed  you  should  live  in,  for  him  to  remove  to.  There 
are  a  great  number  of  Negro  children  at  the  Quarters  belong- 
ing to  the  house  people;  but  they  have  Always  been  forbid 
(except  two  or  3  young  ones  belonging  to  the  Cook,  and  the 
Mulatto  fellow  Frank  in  the  house,  her  husband;  both  of  whom 
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live  in  the  Kitchen)  from  coming  within  the  Gates  of  the  In- 
closures  of  the  Yards,  Gardens  &ct;  that  they  may  not  be  break- 
ing the  Shrubs,  and  doing  other  mischief;  but  I  believe  they  are 
often  in  there  notwithstanding:  but  if  they  could  be  broke  of 
the  practice  it  would  be  very  agreeable  to  me,  as  they  have  no 
business  within;  having  their  wood,  Water,  &ct  at  their  own 
doors  without. 

The  season  has  been  remarkably  sickly,  generally,  but  my 
family,  except  a  few  slight  touches  of  the  intermittant  fever, 
chiefly  among  the  blacks,  have  shared  less  of  it,  than  I  find  from 
report,  has  been  felt  in  most  other  places.  I  am  etc.11 

To  HOWELL  LEWIS 

Germantown,  November  3, 1793. 

Dear  Howell,  The  short  time  I  was  with  you,  and  the  hurry 
into  which  I  was  thrown  by  the  pressure  of  many  matters,  pub- 
lic and  private,  prevented  my  mentioning  many  things  which 
ought  to  have  been  communicated  to  you  before  I  left  home;12 
but  I  shall  do  it  by  letter  as  they  may  happen  to  occur  to  me. 

I  have  already  told  you,  that  the  corn  is  to  be  gathered  with- 
out loss  of  time  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit,  when  this 
is  done,  let  all  that  is  intended  for  the  use  of  the  respective  plan- 
tations be  put  into  corn  houses  by  itself;  and  the  overplus  into 
other  Houses.  As  there  is  but  one  corn  house  at  Muddy  hole, 
Davy  must  put  all  that  grows  at  that  place  into  it. 

I  hope  the  quantity  will  exceed  150  barrels;  but  if  it  should 
fall  short  of  it,  that  quantity  must  be  made  up  from  the  field  he 
tended  at  Dogue  Run,  after  which,  the  residue  of  that  field  of 
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his,  may  be  lofted  along  with  McKoy's  corn.  Let  McKoy  put 
1 80  barrels  into  one  of  his  corn  houses  for  the  use  of  the  Farm, 
and  the  residue  in  the  other.  Ciow  may  put  250  barrls  in  one 
house,  and  the  residue  in  another;  and  Stuart  may  do  the  same, 
that  is,  put  250  barrels  in  one  house,  and  all  that  remains  in  the 
other.  Tell  all  of  them  that  I  exhort  them  most  earnestly  to  be 
extremely  careful  of  the  Corn.  I  know  this  article  will  fall  short 
of  my  demands  for  it;  and  I  know  not  where  it  is  to  be  bought, 
or  where  to  find  money  if  I  did.  Unless  you  can  buy  oats,  the 
horses  at  the  Mansion  house  must  be  fed  with  Corn  and  Bran, 
and  that  sparingly,  except  the  five  horses  which  are  to  come 
this  way  with  your  Aunt.  Have  an  eye  that  Martin  does  not 
neglect  them;  nor  spare  the  curry  comb.  He  wants  looking 
after.  The  Corn  with  which  these  five  horses  are  fed  should 
be  ground  into  small  homony,  and  if  Bran  was  mixed  with 
it,  it  would  be  none  the  worse,  and  would  go  farther.  The 
Horses  on  the  different  Farms,  tell  the  overseers,  must  be  kept 
in  good  heart  (notwithstanding  the  sparing  use  of  the  corn) 
as  they  will  have  a  great  deal  of  heavy  plowing  to  do  this 
Fall  and  Winter;  which,  not  being  sure  I  fully  explained  to 
all  of  them,  I  herewith  enclose  a  list;  with  which  you  will 
furnish  each  of  diem,  that  is,  with  so  much  as  relates  to  his 
own  business. 

As  a  house  will  be  built  for  Crow  at  the  place  marked  out 
(not  far  from  the  Barn)  the  corn  house  near  to  the  one  in 
which  he  now  lives,  ought  to  be  removed  to  the  Barn,  and  set 
in  uniformity  with  the  other,  before  the  corn  is  lofted  (if  it  can 
be  done  conveniently)  and  as  there  is  no  spring  near  to  the  house 
which  is  to  be  built  for  Crow,  a  well  should  be  dug  in  the 
Barn  lane,  opposite  to  the  centre  of  that  house,  and  exactly  half 
way  between  the  same  and  those  which  will  be  opposite  to  it 
for  the  Negros.  My  ideas  on  this  head  have  been  explained  to 
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Thos.  Green,  as  to  the  spot.  This  well  need  be  no  larger  in  the 
diameter  than  is  sufficient  to  contain  a  pump,  which  it  must 
receive;  and  the  size  proper  for  this  you  must  enquire  into.  I 
should  think  Thomas  Davis  and  Muclus  must  have  ingenuity 
enough  to  sink  this  well  as  I  hope  and  expect  it  will  be  very 
shallow  after  they  have  laid  the  foundation  (with  Brick)  for 
the  Overseers'  house;  but  if  they  have  any  doubts  themselves 
of  their  sufficiency,  employ  the  well-digger  in  Alexandria,  who 
sunk  the  well  at  the  Mansion  house  lately;  and  if  it  is  to  be  done 
by  him  let  it  be  undertaken  immediately.  For  water  found 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  especially  after  so  parching  a 
drought,  may  be  depended  upon,  this  is  a  good  reason  for  its 
being  done  soon,  by  whomsover  it  is  undertaken. 

I  directed  the  Miller  to  put  up  6  Hogs  for  forward  Bacon, 
and  to  call  upon  McKoy  for  corn  to  feed  them.  I  always  forget 
to  tell  the  latter  to  send  it,  and  possibly  it  has  been  neglected, 
enquire  into,  and  see  that  it  is  done. 

As  I  am  almost  certain  I  shall  want  feed  next  year,  both  for 
man  and  beast,  more  than  I  have  made  this;  and  as  a  good  deal 
of  my  wheat  (unless  it  surprisingly  alters  from  the  Rain  which 
has  lately  fallen  here,  and  I  hope  with  you)  tell  Mr.  Stuart  and 
Mr.  Crow  (whose  wheat  I  think  was  next)  that  if  they  could 
sow  a  part  of  that  which  is  most  missing  with  Rye,  if  to  be  had, 
it  will  be  a  pleasing  thing  to  me.  I  mean  such  parts  of  the 
field  only  as  are  not  likely  to  produce  Wheat  next  year  with 
any  prospect  of  success.  It  is  not  too  late  to  sow  Rye,  and  the 
straw  will  be  useful  for  thatching  sheds  for  the  cover  of  my 
cattle;  which  I  should  wish  to  do  before  the  winter,  next  after 
this  which  is  now  approaching  sets  in. 

If  you  cannot  get  oats,  about  ten  bushels  of  old  corn  ought  to 
be  reserved  for  feeding  the  horses  with,  which  are  to  come  this 
way,  some  days  before  they  set  out,  otherwise  travelling  them 
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after  being  fed  upon  new  corn  may  be  the  loss  of  some  of 
them  on  the  road,  besides  the  detention  it  would  necessarily 
occasion  to  your  Aunt. 

Just  before  I  left  home,  I  discovered  that  the  Carters  and  Wag- 
goner, in  order  to  get  their  horses  easily  of  mornings,  turned 
them  into  the  clover  lot  by  the  quarter,  forbid  this  absolutely. 
They  have  injured  it  considerably  already,  by  eating  it  so  bare 
as  for  the  frosts  to  kill  the  roots  but  will  ruin  it  entirely  if  they 
are  suffered  to  continue  this  practice  any  longer. 

When  the  Potatoes  are  taken  up,  tell  Butler  to  have  the  tus- 
socks of  course  grass  or  Broom,  and  large  weeds  (which  I  no- 
ticed on  the  lower  part  of  that  lot)  taken  up  also;  that  the 
ground,  when  sown  next  Spring,  may  be  in  better  condition  for 
the  oats  and  clover  which  is  to  be  put  in  it. 

Whenever  the  weather  appears  to  be  settled,  and  the  morn- 
ing promises  a  good  day,  get  Peter  and  Martin,  or  Charles  (for 
I  know  not  what  he  does)  and  take  every  thing  out  of  the  Store 
that  requires  to  be  aired,  cleaned  from  Mould,  and  the  other 
injuries  they  are  sustaining,  and  when  thoroughly  cleaned  and 
dried,  returned  and  put  away  again  together  with  the  other 
things  in  that  place;  with  that  regularity  and  order  that  what- 
ever is  wanted  from  thence  may  be  seen  and  got  at  without  diffi- 
culty. When  this  is  done,  take  an  exact  inventory  of  the  whole 
(even  to  minute  things)  and  send  it  to  me,  That  I  may  know 
what  is  there.  The  Valeses  (that  is  things  like  Portmanteaus) 
which  contain  my  Marquee  and  other  things,  ought  all  to  be 
opened,  wiped  clean,  and  dried.  The  Trunk,  belonging  to  my 
camp  equipage  should  be  served  the  same  way  (The  Keys  you 
will  find  in  my  writing  table)  and  in  short  every  thing  rescued 
from  the  disorder  and  injury  which  they  seemed  to  be  under- 
going. The  nails,  where  diey  are  not  in  whole  Casks  shd  be 
counted  (which  is  soon  done  by  counting  125  and  putting  the 
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same  weight  of  nails  in  the  other  scale  and  keep  doubling  of 
them  until  you  get  iooo  in  a  scale;  after  which  you  will  soon 
ascertain  the  whole  number  of  thousands  in  the  Cask).  I  sent 
(not  a  great  while  ago)  a  considerable  quantity  of  Paint  from 
Philadelphia  to  Mount  Vernon;  but  do  not  recollect  to  have 
seen  any  in  the  store,  enquire  for  this,  and  let  it  be  put  there  for 
safety  (if  it  can  be  stored  there  conveniently)  or  kept  under  a 
lock  the  key  of  which  is  in  the  box;  for  unless  this  is  done  there 
will  be  a  flemish  account  of  it  when  it  is  wanted  for  use.  Before 
I  left  home  I  directed  old  Jack  to  clean  the  seed  loft  over  the 
green  house  thoroughly,  that  the  several  Bins  might  be  in  order 
for  the  reception  of  oats  or  other  grain  in  quantities,  which 
might  be  placed  there  for  Spring  seeding.  To  put  the  Casks 
which  had  Timothy  and  Orchard  grass  seeds  by  themselves,  so 
as  to  be  known,  and  all  the  empty  Casks  by  themselves,  and  as 
much  out  of  the  way  as  they  could  be.  See  that  this  is  done,  and 
tell  Butler  it  is  my  wish  as  soon  as  his  Potatoes  are  up,  and  se- 
cured in  the  manner  already  mentioned  to  you;  I  desire  he  will 
immediately  thrash  out  all  the  oats  at  the  Mansion  on  the  Barn 
floor  if  it  can  be  spared  by  the  work  people  Measure  and  put 
them  in  the  seed  loft  above  mentioned,  and  inform  me  of  the 
quantity.  Then  in  the  corn  lofts,  if  any  remains  after  the  others 
are  thrashed,  might  be  thrashed  also;  as  I  want  all  I  have  for 
seed;  being  of  a  good  kind.  The  straw  after  the  oats  are  taken 
from  them,  may  be  still  cut  for  the  Work  horses  as  usual,  but 
Bran  or  chopped  corn  must  be  mixed  therewith,  to  give  the 
more  nourishment  to  them. 

As  the  Corn  house  at  Crows  is  of  frame  work,  and  not  heavy, 
while  empty,  it  may  be  removed  on  Rollers;  and  as  Mr.  Stuart 
pretends  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  manner  of  doing  this 
work  having  been  frequently  engaged  therein  consult  him,  as 
well  as  Green  on  this  business. 
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Stuart  says  there  is  a  gum  tree  on  the  Farm  he  is  at  that  will 
make  excellent  rollers  Let  these  be  got  from  thence  and  well 
made  that  they  may  serve  for  other  purposes  hereafter.  It  will 
naturally  occur  to  you  that  this  work  (if  done  at  all  this  season) 
ought  not  to  be  delayed  until  the  ground  gets  soft,  for  that 
would  increase  the  labour  four  fold,  if  not  render  it  impracti- 
cable at  all.  And  speaking  of  this  I  will  mention  a  proverb  to 
you  which  you  will  find  worthy  of  attention  all  the  days  of  your 
life;  under  any  circumstances,  or  in  any  situation  you  may  hap- 
pen to  be  placed;  and  that  is,  to  put  nothing  off  'till  the  Mor- 
row, that  you  can  do  to  day.  The  habit  of  postponing  things  is 
among  the  worst  in  the  world  doing  things  in  season  is  always 
beneficial;  but  out  of  season,  it  frequently  happens  that  so  far 
from  being  beneficial,  that  oftentimes,  it  proves  a  real  injury. 
It  was  one  of  the  sayings  of  the  wise  man  you  know,  that  there 
is  a  season  for  all  things,  and  nothing  is  more  true;  apply  it  to 
any  occurrence  or  transaction  in  life.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  If  you  could  get  a  fair  rope  for  the  well  by  the  quarter  it 
would  be  desirable.  I  directed  Peter  two  or  three  times  to  make 
enquiry  for  one  at  the  Rope  Makers  in  Alexa,  but  I  do  not  know 
the  result  of  it.  As  your  Aunt  may  wish  to  see  my  letters  to  you, 
always  show  them  to  her.  Yr  as  above.13 

To  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOL 
OF  GERMANTOWN 

[November  6, 1793.] 
Gentlemen:  The  readiness  with  which  the  Trustees  of  the 
public  School  of  Germantown  tender  the  buildings  under  their 
charge,14  for  the  use  of  Congress,  is  a  proof  of  their  zeal  for 

13 From  the  printed  text  in  M.  D.  Conway's  George  Washington  and  Mount  Vernon, 
Long  Island  Historical  Society  Memoirs  (vol.  4). 

"The  offer  of  the  trustees  is  signed  by  Henry  Hill,  Saml.  Ashmead,  Joseph  Ferree, 
Christian  Schneider,  and  Samuel  Mechlin. 
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furthering  the  public  good;  and  doubtless  the  Inhabitants  of 
Germantown  generally,  actuated  by  the  same  motives,  will 
feel  the  same  dispositions  to  accommodate,  if  necessary,  these 
who  assemble  but  for  their  service  and  that  of  their  fellow 
Citizens. 

Where  it  will  be  best  for  Congress  to  remain  will  depend  on 
circumstances  which  are  daily  unfolding  themselves,  and  for 
the  issue  of  which,  we  can  but  offer  up  our  prayers  to  the  Sov- 
ereign Dispenser  of  life  and  health.  His  favor  too  on  our  en- 
deavours, the  good  sense  and  firmness  of  our  fellow  Citizens, 
and  fidelity  in  those  they  employ,  will  secure  to  us  a  permanence 
of  good  government. 

If  I  have  been  fortunate  enough,  during  the  vicissitudes  of 
my  life,  so  to  have  conducted  myself,  as  to  have  merited  your 
approbation,  it  is  a  source  of  much  pleasure;  and  shou'd  my 
future  conduct  merit  a  continuance  of  your  good  opinion,  espe- 
cially at  a  time  when  our  Country,  and  the  City  of  Philada.  in 
particular,  is  visited  by  so  severe  a  calamity,  it  will  add  more 
than  a  little  to  my  happiness.15 

*  NOTES  OR  REMARKS  UPON  MR.  LEAR'S 
OBSERVATIONS16 

[Germantown,  November  7, 1793.] 
Page  1st.  The  general  idea  I  had  entertained  of  the  distance 

from  the  mouth,  of  Potomack  to  the  Capes  of  Delaware  was, 

that  it  is  short  150  Miles,  but  I  never  had  any  data  to  govern  it. 

Therefore  can  neither  confirm  nor  contradict  this  opinion. 
The  River  Potomack  at  the  Mouth  can  be  little,  if  any,  short 

of  12  miles. 


"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
"On  the  River  Potomac.    These  observations  were  inclosed  in  Lear's  letter  to 
Washington,  Nov.  3,  1793,  ante. 
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5th.  I  cannot  undertake  to  say  that  the  streams  of  water  here 
enumerated  are  navigable  in  their  present  state  the  distances 
which  are  mentioned,  nor  can  I  contradict  it.  that  they  may  be 
made  so  a.  much  greater  distance  I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt 
from  my  former  knowledge  of  them;  and  probably  the  activ- 
ity of  the  Navigation  may  have  produced  this  agreeable  discov- 
ery already;  for  this  work  unfolds  every  day  surprizingly. 

8th.  Does  not  the  City  of  Washington  extend  more  than  two 
miles  on  the  Eastern  Branch  ?  the  Plan  will  decide  this 

16th.  The  Island  from  whence  the  freestone  is  taken  is  40 
Miles  below  the  City. 

17th.  The  Streets  also  are  given  up  by  the  Proprietors  of  the 
Land  in  the  City  as  well  as  the  sqrs. 

The  two  states  give  192,000  Dollars.  Virg  120,000  and  Mary- 
land 72,000 

19.  In  the  Mississipi  three  times  Six  hands  could  not  ascend 
the  stream  15  miles  pr  day. 

20.  If  Philadelphia  has  hitherto  been  a  shipping  Port  for  the 
fur  and  Peltry  of  the  lake  the  difference  of  400  miles  will  not 
apply  to  Canada  and  New  York  it  would. 

21.  The  Channel  at  Digges  point  is  not  twenty  feet  from  the 
shore.  A  Vessel  can  approach  no  otherwise  than  with  her  bow 
to  a  battery  at  that  place  from  at  least  three  miles;  and  present 
her  stern  unavoidably  the  same  distance  when  She  passes  it, 
and  the  whole  width  of  the  Channel  at  that  place  scarcely  ex- 
ceeds 300, 1  am  sure  not  400  yards.17 

*To  TOBIAS  LEAR 

German  Town,  November  8, 1793. 
My  dear  Sir:  I  arrived  at  this  place  at  the  time  appointed,  to 
wit:  the  1st.  inst  but  did  not  receive  your  letter  of  the  3d.  until 

"From  a  photostat  of  the  original  in  the  Chicago  University  Library. 
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yesterday  for  want  of  a  regulr.  Comn.  with  the  P.  Office  and  this 
too  at  a  time  when  as  you  have  well  supposed  I  was  immerced 
in  the  consideration  of  Papers  from  the  different  Departments 
after  a  seperation  from  the  heads  of  them  almost  two  Ms. 

I  have,  however,  run  over  your  observations  on  the  Potomac 
Navigation  &ca  &ca.  and  in  a  hasty  manner,  as  I  went  along  at 
the  first  reading  made  the  notes  and  remarks  which  are  re- 
turned with  one  of  the  copies.18  The  Statement  made  by  you  in 
all  other  respects  accord  with  my  ideas  of  facts  as  far  as  arecolltn 
of  them  will  enable  me  to  pronounce;  nor  can  I  controvert  by 
evidence  even  those  which  it  would  seem  that  I  had  queried 
by  my  remarks  and  especially  if  I  could  have  had  recourse  to  my 
papers.  Had  I  more  leizure  I  might  have  been  more  correct  in 
some  things  but  as  the  ioth.  is  the  day  appointed  for  your  Sail- 
ing and  that  happening  to  be  on  a  Sunday  a  chosen  day  by 
Sailors  for  commencing  their  Nautical  movements  I  did  not 
incline  to  miss  the  Post  of  this  day  to  return  your  observations 
and  to  furnish  the  letters  you  have  asked  for. 

It  gives  me  sincere  pleasure  to  hear  that  Lincoln  continues 
well  as  I  am  sure  it  will  do  the  family  at  Mount  Vernon  who 
must  remain  there  until  it  is  known  what  Congress  will  do;  for 
'till  then  I  move  like  a  snail  with  everything  on  my  back. 

I  do  not  yet  know  whether  I  shall  get  a  substitute  for  Wil- 
liam: nothing  short  of  excellent  qualities  and  a  man  of  good 
appearance,  would  induce  me  to  do  it.  and  under  my  present 
view  of  the  matter  too,  who  would  employ  himself  otherwise 
than  William  did;  that  is  as  a  Butler  as  well  as  a  Valette  for  my 
wants  of  the  latter  are  so  trifling  that  any  man  (as  Willm.  was) 
would  soon  be  ruined  by  idleness  who  had  only  them  to  attend 
to.  Having  given  these  ideas,  if  your  time  will  permit  I  should 

13 A  manuscript  copy,  by  Lear,  of  his  "Observations  on  the  River  Potomack — the 
Country  about  it — and  the  City  of  Washington,"  is  in  the  Washington  Papers  under 
date  of  Nov.  3,  1793.  Ford  prints  an  extract  from  this  letter,  but  dates  it  November  3. 
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be  glad  if  you  would  touch  the  man  upon  the  strings  I  have 
mentioned,  probe  his  character  deeper,  say  what  his  age,  ap- 
pearance and  Country  is,  what  are  his  expectations  and  how  he 
should  be  communicated  with,  if,  upon  a  thorough  investiga- 
tion of  matters  you  should  be  of  opinion  he  would  answer  my 
purposes  well  for  Kennedy  is  too  little  acquainted  with  the 
arrangement  of  a  Table,  and  too  stupid  for  a  Butler,  to  be 
continued  if  I  could  get  a  better. 

I  once  more,  and  I  suppose  for  the  last  time  before  you  sail, 
bid  you  adieu;  my  best  wishes  wherever  you  go  will  accompany 
you,  for  widi  much  truth  I  am  etc. 

*To  THE  EARL  OF  BUCHAN 

German  Town  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 

November  8, 1793. 
My  Lord :  Mr.  Lear,  The  Gentleman  who  will  have  the  honr. 
of  putting  this  letter  into  your  hands,  I  can  venture,  and  there- 
fore shall  take  the  liberty,  to  introduce  as  worthy  of  your  Lord- 
ships civilities.  He  has  lived  Seven  or  eight  yrs.  in  my  family  as 
my  private  Secretary,  and  possesses  a  large  share  of  my  esteem 
and  friendship.  Commercial  pursuits  have  taken  him  to  Eu- 
rope and  a  desire  to  visit  some  of  the  Manufacturing  towns  in 
Scotland  carries  him  first  to  that  Country.  A  wish  while  there 
to  pay  his  respects  to  your  Lordship,  with  whom  he  knows  I 
have  been  in  corrispondence,  must  be  my  apology  for  recom- 
mending him  to  your  notice  especially  as  it  will  afford  me  a 
fresh  occasion  to  assure  you  of  the  high  esteem  and  respect  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  etc.19 


9Practically  this  same  letter  was  written  to  Sir  John  Sinclair  on  November  8,  and 
is  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

"On  Tuesday  the  12th.  Nov:  I  set  out  for  Lebanon  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
view  the  canal  &c.  executing  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Weston;  return'd  by  way  of 
Lancaster  &c.  and  arrived  at  Germantown,  from  whence  I  set  out,  on  Saturday  16th. 
November." — Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  President,  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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*To  MARY  ATLEE 

November  14, 1793. 
The  President  wishes  Mrs.  Atlee  to  be  assured  that,  his  dispo- 
sition to  prevent  tears  of  distress  from  flowing,  is  far  beyond  his 
means  to  accomplish;  and  that  he  should  be  extremely  happy  if 
the  latter  were  adequate  to  the  numerous  calls  that  are  made 
upon  the  former.  Mrs.  Atlees  case  being  entirely  unknown  to 
the  President,  Her  application  of  course,  is  not  well  understood 
by  him.20 

*To  NICHOLAS  LEWIS21 

Germantown,  November  16, 1793. 
Sir:  While  I  acknowledge  that  all  power  is  derived  from  the 
people,  and  that  the  Federal  Government  has  been  instituted 
for  their  happiness,  I  cannot  but  unite  in  the  attachment  ex- 
pressed by  the  freedom  of  Albemarle 22  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  U  States.  Harmony  with  foreign  Nations  is  a  blessing  which 
we  ought  to  prize  and  to  cherish;  and  from  a  desire  of  cultivat- 
ing it  the  proclamation  was  issued.  Such  a  measure  became  the 
more  eligible,  as  it  neither  cancelled  nor  weakened  our  obliga- 
tions to  the  French  Nation.23 

To  EDWARD  STEVENS24 

Germantown,  November  16, 1793. 
Sir :  The  resolutions  of  the  Yeomanry  of  Culpeper,  announc- 
ing their  determination  to  resist  all  attempts  to  destroy  the  f ced- 
eral  Government,  or  violate  its  principles,  bespeak  a  laudable 

20  Washington  has  indorsed  this  draft  "Mrs.  or  Miss  Mary  Atlee." 
a  Chairman  of  the  meeting  of  the  freemen  of  Albemarle,  Va. 

The  Albemarle  address  is  in  the  Washington  Papers  under  date  of  Oct.  24,  1793. 

From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

Chairman  of  the  meeting  of  the  yeomanry  of  Culpeper,  Va. 


154  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [Nov. 

interest  in  the  national  prosperity.25  Among  the  means  of  ac- 
complishing the  general  happiness,  peace  with  all  nations  is  an 
obvious  policy.  It  is  our  duty  too  to  remember  the  services  of 
the  French  Nation,  and  to  pursue  the  republican  spirit  of  our 
Constitution. 

In  whatever  degree  I  may  be  conceived  to  have  contributed  to 
the  public  welfare,  it  is  very  acceptable  to  me  to  know  that  my 
conduct  is  approved  by  the  Yeomanry  of  Culpeper.26 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

November  22, 1793. 

Dear  Sir:  I  think  Colo.  Humphreys  in  one  of  his  letters  to 
you,  refers  to  his  to  me,  for  some  article  of  News.  I  see  nothing 
therein  that  we  have  not  had  before;  but  send  it  nevertheless, 
for  your  perusal. 

Can  any  thing  be  said,  or  done,  respecting  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette  ?  I  send  the  letter  that  you  may  give  it  another  perusal. 
I  send  a  letter  also  from  a  French  Gentleman  in  New  York, 
offering  his  Services  as  Engineer  &ca.  We  may  want  such 
characters !  A  civil  answer  therefore  may  not  be  amiss  to  give 
him,  although  he  cannot  be  employed  now,  nor  never  indeed27 
he  is  well  qualified.  Are  resignations  deposited  in  the  Office  of 
State  ?  If  they  are  I  send  one  just  received.  Yours  always.28 

*To  RICHARD  CHICHESTER 

German  Town,  November  23, 1793. 
Dear  Sir:  On  the  21st.  instt.  I  was  favored  with  your  letter  of 
the  10th. 


35  The  Culpeper  Resolutions  are  in  the  Washington  Papers  under  date  of  Oct.  25, 

1793- 

20 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

"An  inadvertence.  The  draft,  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  A.  S.  W.  Rosenbach,  has  the 
word  "unless." 

28 From  the  Jefferson  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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I  am  very  sorry  that  so  trivial  a  matter  as  that  related  in  it, 
should  have  given  you  one  moments  pain.  There  must  have 
been  some  misconception  on  the  part  of  Colo.  Burgess  Ball  if  he 
understood  that  I  had  been  informed  it  was  you,  who  had  killed 
my  English  Buck;  for  no  such  information  that  I  can  recollect 
ever  was  given  to  me.  I  had  heard  before  the  rect.  of  your  letter 
but  how,  is  more  like  a  dream  than  reality,  that  that  particular 
Deer  was  killed  on  Ravensworth.  Nor  did  I  ever  suppose  that 
you  would  have  been  so  unneighbourly  as  to  kill  any  of  my 
Deer  knowing  them  to  be  such ;  but  as  they  had  broke  out  the 
Paddock  in  wch.  they  had  been  confined  and  were  going  at 
large,  and  besides  consisted  as  well  of  Country  as  English  Deer. 
I  wished  to  protect  them  as  much  as  I  was  able  and  upon  that 
principle,  and  that  alone,  declined  giving  the  permission  you 
asked  to  hunt  some  of  my  Woods  adjoining  to  yours,  knowing 
that  they  did  not  confine  themselves  within  my  exterior  fences, 
and  moreover  that,  when  Hounds  are  in  pursuit,  no  person 
could  distinguish  them  from  the  wild  Deer  of  the  Forest.  I 
thank  you  for  yr.  kind  wishes,  and  am  sorry  to  hear  you  are  in 
such  bad  health  yourself  and  sincerely  wish  you  may  be  restored 
to  that  which  is  good.  My  Compliments  to  your  Lady  and  Mrs. 
McCarty  and  I  am  etc. 

To  ALEXANDER  WHITE29 

Germantown,  November  23, 1793. 
Sir:  The  advantages  which  result  from  a  state  of  peace  and 
amity  (preserved  upon  respectable  conditions)  with  all  nations, 
and  particularly  when  applied  to  our  Country,  yet  in  its  in- 
fancy, are  too  striking  to  need  elucidation,  and  such  as  must  be 
obvious  to  the  least  accurate  enquiry  into  the  subject. 

29  Chairman  of  the  meeting  of  citizens  of  Frederick  County,  Va. 
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To  secure  these  advantages  to  the  United  States,  it  was 
thought  expedient  to  pursue  a  friendly  and  impartial  conduct 
towards  the  belligerent  powers;  and  with  a  view  to  this  object, 
and  to  the  advancement  of  the  prosperity  of  these  States,  the 
proclamation  declaring  the  actual  state  of  things  was  thought 
right  and  accordingly  issued,  and  I  am  pleased  to  find  the  meas- 
ure approved  by  the  enlightened  Citizens  of  Frederick  County. 

I  cherish  a  grateful  recollection  of  the  distinguished  services 
rendered  to  our  Country  by  the  French  Nation,  and  unite  my 
wishes  to  those  of  my  Fellow  Citizens  of  Frederick,  that  it  may 
establish  a  Government  for  itself  upon  those  principles,  which 
are  best  calculated  to  make  it  happy. 

If  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  attendant  on  the  trust  com- 
mitted to  me  by  my  Fellow  Citizens,  my  conduct  should  meet 
their  approbation,  it  will  be  my  highest  glory,  and  I  am  happy 
to  have  it  approved  by  the  Citizens  of  Frederick  County.30 

*ToBURGESBALL 

German  Town,  November  24, 1793. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  16th.  Instant, 
from  Leesburgh. 

In  answer  to  which,  respecting  the  purchase  of  Buck  Wheat, 
I  send  you  a  Bank  note  for  two  hundred  dollars;  being  more 
disposed  to  give  two  and  Six  pence  pr.  Bushel  in  Loudoun  than 
depend  upon  the  purchase  here,  and  die  uncertainty  of  getting 
it  round  in  time.  What  the  Waggonage  of  it  to  my  house  from 
thence  (as  fast  as  it  is  bought,  for  that  I  make  a  condition,  in 
order  that  no  disappointment  may  happen)  will  be,  I  know 
not;  but  with  a  view  to  place  the  matter  upon  an  absolute  cer- 
tainty I  had  rather  give  three  and  Six  pence  for  it,  delivered  at 

s0From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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Mount  Vernon,  than  encounter  delay,  or  trust  to  contingencies; 
because,  as  it  forms  part  of  my  System  of  Husbandry  for  the 
next  year,  a  derangement  of  it  would  be  a  serious  thing;  for 
which  reason,  a  small  difference  in  the  price  can  be  no  object 
when  placed  against  the  disconcertion  of  my  plans :  especially 
too,  as  I  am  persuaded  you  will  purchase,  and  transport  the  B. 
Wht.  for  me  on  the  best  terms  ycu  can. 

Four  hundred  and  fifty  bushels,  or  call  it  500,  is  the  quantity 
I  shall  want;  and  more  money  shall  be  sent  to  you  as  soon  as  I 
know  your  prospects,  and  the  expenditures  of  what  is  now  for- 
warded. For  the  reasons  I  have  already  assigned,  I  must  en- 
counter no  disappointment;  if  therefore  your  prospects  (as  you 
proceed  in  this  business)  are  not  so  flattering  as  those  detailed 
in  your  letter,  inform  me  of  it  in  time,  that  I  may  supply  myself 
from  hence  before  the  frost  sets  in. 

The  malady  with  which  Philadelphia  has  been  sorely  af- 
flicted, has,  it  is  said,  entirely  ceased;  and  all  the  Citizens  are 
returning  to  their  old  habitations  again.  I  took  a  house  in  this 
town  when  I  first  arrived  here,  and  shall  retain  it  until  Congress 
get  themselves  fixed;  altho  I  spend  part  of  my  time  in  the  City. 

Give  my  love  to  Mrs.  Ball  and  Milly,  and  be  assured  of  the 
sincere  esteem  etc.  [  h.  s.  p.  ] 

To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

German  Town,  November  24, 1793. 

Mr.  Pearce:  On  my  way  to  this  place  (about  the  last  of  Octr) 
I  lodged  a  letter  for  you  in  the  Post  Office  at  Baltimore,  which  I 
hope  got  safe  to  your  hands,  although  I  have  not  heard  from 
you  since. 

I  shall  begin,  now,  to  throw  upon  Paper  such  general  thoughts, 
and  directions,  as  may  be  necessary  for  your  government  when 
you  get  to  Mount  Vernon;  and  for  fear  of  accidents,  if  trans- 
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mitted  to  you  thro'  any  other  channel,  will  deposit  them  in  the 
hands  of  my  Nephew,  Mr.  Howell  Lewis,  who  will  remain 
(though  inconvenient  to  me)  at  that  place  until  your  arrival 
there;  that  he  may  put  you  in  possession,  and  give  you  such  in- 
formation into  matters  as  may  be  useful. 

As  my  farms  stand  much  in  need  of  manure,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  raise  a  sufficiency  of  it  on  them ;  and  the  Land  besides  requires 
something  to  loosen  and  ameliorate  it,  I  mean  to  go  largely 
(as  you  will  perceive  by  what  I  shall  hand  to  you  through  Mr. 
Lewis)  upon  Buck  Wheat  as  a  Green  manure  (Plowed  in, 
when  full  in  blossom),  for  this  purpose  I  have  requested  a  Gen- 
tleman of  my  acquaintance  in  the  County  of  Loudoun,  above 
Mount  Vernon,  to  send  to  that  place  in  time  450,  or  500  bushels 
of  this  article  for  seed.  And  as  I  do  not  wish  to  go  largely  upon 
Corn,  it  is  necessary  I  should  sow  a  good  many  Oats;  my  calcu- 
lation (allowing  two  bushels  to  the  Acre)  is  about  400  bushels 
wanting.  Not  more  than  the  half  of  which  can  I  calculate  I 
have  of  my  own,  for  Seed  next  Spring,  and  therefore  if  you 
could  carry  round  with  you  two  hundred,  or  even  300  bushels 
to  be  certain ;  of  those  which  are  good  in  quality,  and  free  from 
Onions,  I  will  readily  pay  for  them  and  the  accustomed  freight. 
That  I  may  know  whether  to  depend  upon  yr  doing  this,  or  not, 
write  me  word;  that  in  case  of  failure  with  you,  I  may  try  to 
obtain  them  through  some  other  channel.  I  am  etc.31 

To  ELIAS  BOUDINOT 

Philadelphia,  November  27, 1793. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  duly  favoured  with  your  letter  of  the 
12.  Instt.,  and  the  Pamphlet  which  accompanied  it.32   I  am 

81  From  the  printed  text  in  M.  D.  Conway's  George  Washington  and  Mount  Vernon, 
Long  Island  Historical  Society  Memoirs  (vol.  4). 

^Boudinot's  oration  before  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  (1793). 
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sensible  of  the  honor  you  have  done  me  in  the  address,  and  am 
grateful  for  the  flattering  expression  of  it.  I  shall  peruse  the 
Sentiments  which  you  have  breathed  in  the  Pamphlet  with 
pleasure  as  soon  as  my  leizure  will  allow  me  to  read  it.  At  pres- 
ent I  am  occupied  in  collecting  and  arranging  the  materials  for 
my  communications  to  Congress. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  health  and  happiness  of  Mrs.  Bou- 
dinot  and  yourself,  and,  with  very  great  esteem  and  regard,  I 
am  etc.33 

To  GOVERNOR  GEORGE  CLINTON 

Philadelphia,  November  27, 1793. 

Dr.  Sir:  Not  having  the  letters  at  hand,  I  am  unable  to  refer 
to  dates.  But  the  one  with  which  you  were  pleased  to  favor  me, 
dated  sometime  in  September  did  not  reach  my  hands  before  I 
had  left  this  City.  Immediately,  however,  upon  the  receipt  of  it 
(at  my  own  house  in  Virginia)  I  put  it  under  Cover  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  with  directions  to  answer  it,  conformably  to  the 
Rules  which  had  been  adopted  for  the  government  of  such 
cases;  but,  before  my  letter  got  to  this  place,  he  had  also  left  it, 
for  Boston.  This  being  a  true  state  of  the  case,  will,  I  hope, 
apologize  for  your  being  so  long  without  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  first  whilst  those  of  subsequent  date  have  been  answered 
with  more  promptitude. 

When  ever  it  shall  be  perfectly  convenient  to  you,  I  would 
thank  you  for  a  statement  of  our  Joint  concern  in  the  Mohawk 
Lands;  that  is,  for  Information  of  what  Lots  have  been  sold, 
and  what  remain  on  hand  with  the  number  of  them.  My  com- 
pliments and  best  wishes  attend  you  Mrs.  Clinton  and  family, 
and,  with  real  regard  and  friendship,  I  am  etc.83 

33 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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*  MEMORANDUM  OF  MATTERS  TO  BE 
COMMUNICATED  TO  CONGRESS 

[November,  1793] 

Sundry  matters  to  be  communicated  for  the  information  of 
Congress,  either  in  the  Speech  at  the  opening  of  the  Session,  or 
by  Messages  thereafter,  as  shall  be  thought  best. 

Proclamation,  informing  the  United  States  of  the  actual  State 
of  things  as  they  stood  between  them  and  the  Powers  at  War. 

State  of  Our  application  respecting  the  surrender  of  the 
Western  Posts. 

Additional  Instructions  of  his  Britanic  Majesty  relative  to 
Corn  &ca.  in  Neutral  Vessels. 

State  of  matters  as  it  respects  our  Negociation  with  Spain,  rel- 
ative to  Territory  and  the  Navigation  of  the  River  Mississipi. 

Corrispondence  with  Mr.  Genet,  Minister  from  the  French 
Republic. 

The  impediments  which  have  taken  place  in  the  intended 
Ransom  of  our  Citizens,  captives  in  Algiers,  and  treaty  with  the 
Barbary  States. 

Treaty  attempted  with  the  Western  Indians,  and  the  result 
of  it. 

March  of  the  Army  in  consequence  of  it,  delayed  by  the  sus- 
pension we  were  held  in  thereby. 

State  of  matters  as  they  relate  to  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees,  and 
to  the  Frontiers  of  Georgia  and  the  South  Western  Territory. 

Would  not  a  trade  on  Public  ground,  with  all  the  bordering 
tribes  of  Indians  (if  they  can  once  be  made  sensible  of  their 
folly  by  the  Superiority  of  our  Arms)  be  an  effectual  mean  of 
attaching  them  to  us  by  the  strongest  of  all  ties,  Interest. 

The  utility  of  establishing  proper  Arsenals  unfolds  itself 
more  and  more  every  day.  And  the  propriety  of  a  Military 
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Academy  for  teaching  the  Art  of  Gunnery  and  Engineering, 
can  scarcely  be  doubted.  A  War,  at  any  time,  would  evince 
the  impropriety  of  such  a  neglect. 

Might  it  not  be  expedient  to  take  off  the  Tax  upon  the  trans- 
portation of  News  Papers  &ca.  ? 

An  Act  of  the  Legislature,  So.  West  of  the  Ohio,  Passed  Novr. 
20th.  1792.  Deposited  in  the  Secretary  of  States  Office. 


As  both  Representatives  and  President  are  newly  chosen, 
and  it  is  their  first  meeting,  may  it  not  be  a  good  occasion,  and 
proper  for  the  latter  to  express  his  sentiments  of  the  honor  con- 
ferred on  by  his  fellow  Citizens.  The  former  is  an  augmented 
body.  The  times  are  critical,  and  much  temper,  and  cool  delib- 
erate reflection  is  necessary  to  maintain  Peace  with  dignity  and 
safety  to  the  United  States. 

Appointments,  during  the  recess  of  Congress  to  be  laid 
before  the  Senate. 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Philadelphia,  December  1, 1793. 
Dear  Sir:  Is  there  no  clue  to  Mr.  Morris's  meaning  respecting 
Monsr.  Merlino  ? 34  The  next  paragraph  of  his  letter  is  enigmat- 
ical to  me,  from  the  want  of  my  recollecting  perfectly  the  sub- 
jects alluded  to.  What  are  the  orders  given  him  which  he  will 
implicitly  obey,  and  which  were,  according  to  his  acct.  received 
so  very  opportunely  ? 35  Has  not  a  letter  of  his  subsequent 
date  to  that  laid  before  me  yesterday,  acknowledged  the  receipt 
of  the  Plans  of  the  Federal  City. 

^The  "Letter  Book"  spells  this  name  "Meilino,"  as  well  as  "Merlino." 
"° Probably  refers  to  Jefferson's  letter  to  Morris,  Apr.  20,  1793,  a  press  copy  of  which 
is  in  the  Jefferson  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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There  can  be  no  doubt,  since  the  information  which  has 
come  to  hand  from  our  Ministers  at  Paris  and  London  of  the 
propriety  of  changing  the  expression  of  the  Message 36  as  it  re- 
spects the  Acts  of  France.  And  if  any  bad  consequences  (which 
I  still  declare  I  see  no  cause  to  apprehend)  are  likely  to  flow 
from  a  public  communication  of  matters  relative  to  G.  Britain  it 
might  be  well  to  revise  [sic]  the  thing  again  in  your  own  mind, 
before  it  is  sent  in;  especially  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
has,  more  than  once  declared,  and  has  offered  to  discuss  and 
prove  that  we  receive  more  substantial  benefits  (favors  are  be- 
side the  question  with  any  of  them,  because  they  are  not  in- 
tended as  such,)  from  British  regulations  with  respect  to  the 
Commerce  of  this  Country  than  we  do  from  those  of  France; 
antecedent  I  mean,  to  those  of  very  recent  date.  We  should  be 
very  cautious  if  this  be  the  case  not  to  advance  any  thing  that 
may  recoil;  or  take  ground  we  cannot  maintain  well.  Yours 
always.37 

*To  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE 
DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

Philadelphia,  December  i,  1793. 

Gentlemen :  Your  letter  of  the  3d  of  last  Month  came  to  me 
by  the  Post  of  Yesterday  with  the  George  Town  mark  of  the 
27th.  of  November.  What  caused  such  delay  in  forwarding  it, 
you,  better  than  I,  can  explain.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  for  the  rea- 
son mentioned  therein,  that  it  did  not  come  to  hand  sooner. 

I  shall  not  lose  a  Post  in  transmitting  the  enclosed  order38  to 
you  and  wish  it  may  be  in  time  to  produce  the  desired  effect,  at 
the  Treasury  of  Virga. 

36  To  Congress. 

"From  the  Jefferson  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

38  A  copy  of  this  order  of  December  i,  to  the  Treasurer  of  Virginia,  to  pay  the  third 
installment  of  the  sum  granted  by  the  State  of  Virginia  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  is  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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I  am  glad  to  hear  your  prospect  with  the  Banks  will  enable 
you  to  look  forward,  with  well  grounded  hope  of  another  vig- 
orous operation  next  year,  without  depending  upon  the  offers 
of  Dutch  Capitalists.  I  hope,  and  expect,  that  all  things  will 
work  well.  With  great,  and  very  sincere  esteem  etc.39 

*  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Philadelphia,  December  2, 1793. 
Dr  Sir:  I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  the  train  things  are  in. 
You  will  recollect  that  the  Proclamation,  Rules  and  other 
things  are  referred  to  in  the  Speech.   I  shall  depend  upon  there 
being  got  ready  at  your  Office  Yours  &ca.40 

*  FIFTH  ANNUAL  ADDRESS  TO  CONGRESS 

Philadelphia,  December  3,  1793.41 
Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Senate, 

and  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
Since  the  commencement  of  the  term,  for  which  I  have  been 
again  called  into  office,  no  fit  occasion  has  arisen  for  expressing 
to  my  fellow  Citizens  at  large,  the  deep  and  respectful  sense, 
which  I  feel,  of  the  renewed  testimony  of  public  approbation. 
While  on  the  one  hand,  it  awakened  my  gratitude  for  all  those 
instances  of  affectionate  partiality,  with  which  I  have  been 
honored  by  my  Country;  on  the  other,  it  could  not  prevent 
an  earnest  wish  for  that  retirement,  from  which  no  private 

80 From  District  of  Columbia  Letters  and  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

40 From  the  Jefferson  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress.  Jefferson  has  indorsed 
upon  it:  "answer  to  note  of  this  day  respecting  publicn  of  proceedgs.  with  Gr.  Britn." 
A  poor  press  copy  of  this  answer  (December  2)  is  in  the  Jefferson  Papers.  It  is  printed 
in  P.  L.  Ford's  Writings  of  Jefferson  (Federal  edition,  New  York:  1904),  vol.  8, 
pp.  85  et  seq. 

41  At  12  o'clock  the  President,  attended  by  the  Secretaries  of  State,  Treasury,  and 
War,  and  the  Attorney  Genera]  proceeded  to  the  Senate  Chamber,  where  both  Houses 
of  Congress  had  assembled  and  there  delivered  this  address. 
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consideration  should  ever  have  torn  me.  But  influenced  by  the 
belief,  that  my  conduct  would  be  estimated  according  to  its  real 
motives;  and  that  the  people,  and  the  authorities  derived  from 
them,  would  support  exertions,  having  nothing  personal  for 
their  object,  I  have  obeyed  the  suffrage  which  commanded  me 
to  resume  the  Executive  power;  and  I  humbly  implore  that 
Being,  on  whose  Will  the  fate  of  Nations  depends,  to  crown 
with  success  our  mutual  endeavours  for  the  general  happiness. 

As  soon  as  the  War  in  Europe  had  embraced  those  Powers, 
with  whom  the  United  States  have  the  most  extensive  relations ; 
there  was  reason  to  apprehend  that  our  intercourse  with  them 
might  be  interrupted,  and  our  disposition  for  peace,  drawn  into 
question,  by  the  suspicions,  too  often  entertained  by  belligerent 
Nations.  It  seemed  therefore  to  be  my  duty  to  admonish  our 
Citizens  of  the  consequences  of  a  contraband  trade,  and  of  hos- 
tile Acts  to  any  of  the  parties;  and  to  obtain  by  a  declaration  of 
the  existing  legal  state  of  things,  an  easier  admission  of  our 
right  to  the  immunities,  belonging  to  our  situation.  Under 
these  impressions  the  Proclamation,  which  will  be  laid  before 
you,  was  issued. 

In  this  posture  of  affairs,  both  new  and  delicate,  I  resolved  to 
adopt  general  rules,  which  should  conform  to  the  Treaties,  and 
assert  the  priviledges,  of  the  United  States.  These  were  re- 
duced into  a  system,  which  will  be  communicated  to  you.  Al- 
though I  have  not  thought  myself  at  liberty  to  forbid  the  Sale 
of  the  prizes,  permitted  by  our  treaty  of  Commerce  with  France 
to  be  brought  into  our  ports;  I  have  not  refused  to  cause  them  to 
be  restored,  when  they  were  taken  within  the  protection  of 
our  territory;  or  by  vessels  commissioned,  or  equipped  in  a 
warlike  form  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 

It  rests  with  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  correct,  improve  or 
enforce  this  plan  of  procedure;  and  it  will  probably  be  found 
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expedient,  to  extend  the  legal  code,  and  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Courts  of  the  United  States,  to  many  cases,  which,  though  de- 
pendent on  principles  already  recognized,  demand  some  fur- 
ther provisions. 

Where  individuals  shall  within  the  United  States,  array 
themselves  in  hostility  against  any  of  the  powers  at  war;  or 
enter  upon  Military  expeditions,  or  enterprizes  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States;  or  usurp  and  exercise  judicial 
authority  within  the  United  States;  or  where  the  penalties  on 
violations  of  the  law  of  Nations  may  have  been  indistinctly 
marked,  or  are  inadequate;  these  offences  cannot  receive  too 
early  and  close  an  attention,  and  require  prompt  and  decisive 
remedies. 

Whatsoever  those  remedies  may  be,  they  will  be  well  admin- 
istered by  the  Judiciary,  who  possess  a  long  established  course 
of  investigation,  effectual  process,  and  Officers  in  the  habit  of 
executing  it.  In  like  manner;  as  several  of  the  Courts  have 
doubted,  under  particular  circumstances,  their  power  to  liber- 
ate the  vessels  of  a  Nation  at  peace,  and  even  of  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  although  seized  under  a  false  colour  of  being 
hostile  property;  and  have  denied  their  power  to  liberate  cer- 
tain captures  within  the  protection  of  our  territory;  it  would 
seem  proper  to  regulate  their  jurisdiction  in  these  points.  But 
if  the  Executive  is  to  be  the  resort  in  either  of  the  two  last  men- 
tioned cases,  it  is  hoped,  that  he  will  be  authorized  by  law,  to 
have  facts  ascertained  by  the  Courts,  when,  for  his  own  infor- 
mation, he  shall  request  it. 

I  cannot  recommend  to  your  notice  measures  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  our  duties  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  without  again  press- 
ing upon  you  the  necessity  of  placing  ourselves  in  a  condition  of 
compleat  defence,  and  of  exacting  from  them  the  fulfilment 
of  their  duties  towards  us.  The  United  States  ought  not  to 
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endulge  a  persuasion,  that,  contrary  to  the  order  of  human 
events,  they  will  for  ever  keep  at  a  distance  those  painful  appeals 
to  arms,  with  which  the  history  of  every  other  nation  abounds. 
There  is  a  rank  due  to  the  United  States  among  Nations,  which 
will  be  withheld,  if  not  absolutely  lost,  by  the  reputation  of 
weakness.  If  we  desire  to  avoid  insult,  we  must  be  able  to  repel 
it;  if  we  desire  to  secure  peace,  one  of  the  most  powerful  instru- 
ments of  our  rising  prosperity,  it  must  be  known,  that  we  are 
at  all  times  ready  for  War. 

The  documents,  which  will  be  presented  to  you,  will  shew 
the  amount,  and  kinds  of  Arms  and  military  stores  now  in  our 
Magazines  and  Arsenals :  and  yet  an  addition  even  to  these  sup- 
plies cannot  with  prudence  be  neglected;  as  it  would  leave 
nothing  to  the  uncertainty  of  procuring  a  warlike  apparatus, 
in  the  moment  of  public  danger.  Nor  can  such  arrangements, 
with  such  objects,  be  exposed  to  the  censure  or  jealousy  of  the 
warmest  friends  of  Republican  Government.  They  are  incapa- 
ble of  abuse  in  the  hands  of  the  Militia,  who  ought  to  possess  a 
pride  in  being  the  depositary  of  the  force  of  the  Republic,  and 
may  be  trained  to  a  degree  of  energy,  equal  to  every  military  ex- 
igency of  the  United  States.  But  it  is  an  inquiry,  which  cannot 
be  too  solemnly  pursued,  whether  the  act  "more  effectually  to 
provide  for  the  National  defence  by  establishing  an  uniform 
Militia  throughout  the  United  States"  has  organized  them  so  as 
to  produce  their  full  effect;  whether  your  own  experience  in 
the  several  States  has  not  detected  some  imperfections  in  the 
scheme ;  and  whether  a  material  feature  in  an  improvement  of  it, 
ought  not  to  be,  to  afford  an  opportunity  for  the  study  of  those 
branches  of  the  Military  art,  which  can  scarcely  ever  be  attained 
by  practice  alone  ? 

The  connexion  of  the  United  States  with  Europe,  has  become 
extremely  interesting.  The  occurrences,  which  relate  to  it,  and 


1793]  INDIAN  AFFAIRS  167 

have  passed  under  the  knowledge  of  the  Executive,  will  be  ex- 
hibited to  Congress  in  a  subsequent  communication. 

When  we  contemplate  the  war  on  our  frontiers,  it  may  be  truly 
affirmed,  that  every  reasonable  effort  has  been  made  to  adjust 
the  causes  of  dissension  with  the  Indians,  North  of  the  Ohio. 
The  Instructions  given  to  the  Commissioners  evince  a  mod- 
eration and  equity  proceeding  from  a  sincere  love  of  peace,  and 
a  liberality,  having  no  restriction  but  the  essential  interests 
and  dignity  of  the  United  States.  The  attempt,  however,  of  an 
amicable  negotiation  having  been  frustrated,  the  troops  have 
marched  to  act  offensively.  Although  the  proposed  treaty  did 
not  arrest  the  progress  of  military  preparation;  it  is  doubtful, 
how  far  the  advance  of  the  Season,  before  good  faith  justified 
active  movements,  may  retard  them,  during  the  remainder  of 
the  year.  From  the  papers  and  intelligence,  which  relate  to  this 
important  subject,  you  will  determine,  whether  the  deficiency 
in  the  number  of  Troops,  granted  by  law,  shall  be  compensated 
by  succours  of  Militia;  or  additional  encouragements  shall  be 
proposed  to  recruits.  An  anxiety  has  been  also  demonstrated  by 
the  Executive,  for  peace  with  the  Creeks  and  the  Cherokees. 
The  former  have  been  relieved  with  Corn  and  with  clothing, 
and  offensive  measures  against  them  prohibited  during  the  re- 
cess of  Congress.  To  satisfy  the  complaints  of  the  latter,  prose- 
cutions have  been  instituted  for  the  violences  committed  upon 
them.  But  the  papers,  which  will  be  delivered  to  you,  disclose 
the  critical  footing  on  which  we  stand  in  regard  to  both  those 
tribes;  and  it  is  with  Congress  to  pronounce  what  shall  be  done. 

After  they  shall  have  provided  for  the  present  emergency,  it 
will  merit  their  most  serious  labours,  to  render  tranquillity 
with  the  Savages  permanent,  by  creating  ties  of  interest.  Next 
to  a  rigorous  execution  of  justice  on  the  violators  of  peace,  the 
establishment  of  commerce  with  the  Indian  nations  in  behalf 
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of  the  United  States,  is  most  likely  to  conciliate  their  attach- 
ment. But  it  ought  to  be  conducted  without  fraud,  without 
extortion,  with  constant  and  plentiful  supplies;  with  a  ready 
market  for  the  commodities  of  the  Indians,  and  a  stated  price 
for  what  they  give  in  payment,  and  receive  in  exchange.  Indi- 
viduals will  not  pursue  such  a  traffic,  unless  they  be  allured  by 
the  hope  of  profit;  but  it  will  be  enough  for  the  United  States  to 
be  reimbursed  only.  Should  this  recommendation  accord  with 
the  opinion  of  Congress,  they  will  recollect,  that  it  cannot  be 
accomplished  by  any  means  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive. 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives 

The  Commissioners,  charged  with  the  settlement  of  Ac- 
counts between  the  United  and  individual  States,  concluded 
their  important  functions,  within  the  time  limited  by  Law;  and 
the  balances,  struck  in  their  report,  which  will  be  laid  before 
Congress,  have  been  placed  on  the  Books  of  the  Treasury. 

On  the  first  day  of  June  last,  an  instalment  of  one  million  of 
florins  became  payable  on  the  loans  of  the  United  States  in  Hol- 
land. This  was  adjusted  by  a  prolongation  of  the  period  of 
reimbursement,  in  nature  of  a  new  loan,  at  an  interest  at  five 
per  cent  for  the  term  of  ten  years;  and  the  expences  of  this  oper- 
ation were  a  commission  of  three  pr  Cent. 

The  first  instalment  of  the  loan  of  two  millions  of  dollars 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  has  been  paid,  as  was  di- 
rected by  Law.  For  the  second,  it  is  necessary,  that  provision 
should  be  made. 

No  pecuniary  consideration  is  more  urgent,  than  the  regular 
redemption  and  discharge  of  the  public  debt :  on  none  can  delay 
be  more  injurious,  or  an  ceconomy  of  time  more  valuable. 

The  productiveness  of  the  public  revenues  hitherto,  has  con- 
tinued to  equal  the  anticipations  which  were  formed  of  it;  but 
it  is  not  expected  to  prove  commensurate  with  all  the  objects, 
which  have  been  suggested.  Some  auxiliary  provisions  will, 
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therefore,  it  is  presumed,  be  requisite;  and  it  is  hoped  that  these 
may  be  made,  consistently  with  a  due  regard  to  the  convenience 
of  our  Citizens,  who  cannot  but  be  sensible  of  the  true  wisdom  of 
encountering  a  small  present  addition  to  their  contributions,  to 
obviate  a  future  accumulation  of  burthens. 

But  here,  I  cannot  forbear  to  recommend  a  repeal  of  the  tax 
on  the  transportation  of  public  prints.  There  is  no  resource  so 
firm  for  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  as  the  affections 
of  the  people  guided  by  an  enlightened  policy;  and  to  this  pri- 
mary good,  nothing  can  conduce  more,  than  a  faithful  repre- 
sentation of  public  proceedings,  diffused,  without  restraint, 
throughout  the  United  States. 

An  estimate  of  the  appropriations,  necessary  for  the  current 
service  of  the  ensuing  year,  and  a  statement  of  a  purchase  of 
Arms  and  Military  stores  made  during  the  recess,  will  be  pre- 
sented to  Congress. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
The  several  subjects,  to  which  I  have  now  referred,  open  a 
wide  range  to  your  deliberations ;  and  involve  some  of  the  choic- 
est interests  of  our  common  Country.  Permit  me  to  bring  to 
your  remembrance  the  magnitude  of  your  task.  Without  an  un- 
prejudiced coolness,  the  welfare  of  the  Government  may  be  haz- 
arded; without  harmony,  as  far  as  consists  with  freedom  of 
Sentiment,  its  dignity  may  be  lost.  But,  as  the  Legislative  pro- 
ceedings of  the  United  States  will  never,  I  trust,  be  reproached 
for  the  want  of  temper  or  candour;  so  shall  not  the  public  hap- 
piness languish,  from  the  want  of  my  strenuous  and  warmest 
cooperations.42 

42  From  a  photostat  of  the  original  in  the  files  of  the  United  States  Senate. 

The  Senate  replied  to  this  address,  December  9,  and  the  President  answered  Decem- 
ber 10.  The  House  of  Representatives  replied  to  the  President  in  an  address  agreed 
upon  December  6,  and  delivered  December  7,  to  which  the  President  answered  the 
same  day.  These  addresses  and  answers,  which  are  purely  formal  in  character,  are 
entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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*  To  WILLIAM  THORNTON 

Philadelphia,  December  3, 1793. 
Sir:  I  have  been  duly  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  29th. 
Ulto.  and  thank  you  for  your  obliging  offer  to  supply  the  office 
lately  occupied  by  Mr.  Lear.  I  am  persuaded  it  would  have 
been  ably  filled  with  your  abilities,  but  previous  to  the  depar- 
ture of  that  Gentleman  my  arrangements  were  made  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Dandridge,  who  is  now  in  the  exercise  of  the  Office  of 
private  Secertary  to  Sir  Your  etc.43 

*To  RICHARD  SNOWDEN 

Philadelphia,  December  4, 1793. 
Sir:  I  have  received,  and  thank  you  for  the  first  vol:  of  the 
American  Revolution.  I  shall  read  it,  I  am  persuaded,  when 
my  leizure  will  allow  me  with  not  less  pleasure  because  it  is 
"Written  in  the  style  of  ancient  history."  I  thank  you  also  for 
the  favorable  sentiments  and  good  wishes  you  have  expressed 
for  me,  and  am  etc.44 

To  THE  SENATE  AND 
THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

December  5, 1793. 
As  the  present  situation  of  the  several  nations  of  Europe,  and 
especially  of  those  with  which  the  U.  S.  have  important  rela- 
tions, cannot  but  render  the  state  of  things  between  them  and 
us,  matter  of  interesting  inquiry  to  the  Legislature,  and  may 
indeed  give  rise  to  deliberations  to  which  they  alone  are  com- 

43  From  the  original  in  the  William  Thornton  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
"From  a  photostat  of  the  original  kindly  furnished  by  E.  F.  Bona  venture,  of  New 
York  City. 
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petent;  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  communicate  to  them 
certain  correspondences  which  have  taken  place. 

The  representative  and  Executive  bodies  of  France  have 
manifested  generally  a  friendly  attachment  to  this  Country; 
have  given  advantages  to  our  commerce  and  navigation; 
and  have  made  overtures  for  placing  these  advantages  on  per- 
manent ground;  a  decree  however  of  the  National  Assembly, 
subjecting  Vessels  laden  with  provisions  to  be  carried  into  their 
ports,  and  making  enemy  goods  lawful  prize  in  the  vessel  of  a 
friend,  contrary  to  our  treaty,  tho'  revoked  at  one  time,  as  to  the 
United  States,  has  been  since  extended  to  their  vessels  also,  as 
has  been  recently  stated  to  us.  Representations  on  this  subject 
will  be  immediately  given  in  charge  to  our  Minister  there,  and 
the  result  shall  be  communicated  to  the  Legislature. 

It  is  with  extreme  concern  I  have  to  inform  you,  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  person  whom  they  have  unfortunately  ap- 
pointed their  Minister  plenipotentiary  here,  have  breathed 
nothing  of  the  friendly  spirit  of  the  nation  which  sent  him; 
their  tendency  on  the  contrary,  has  been  to  involve  us  in  War 
abroad,  and  discord  and  anarchy  at  home.  So  far  as  his  acts,  or 
those  of  his  agents,  have  threatened  our  immediate  commit- 
ment in  the  war,  or  flagrant  insult  to  the  authority  of  the  Laws, 
their  effect  has  been  counteracted  by  the  ordinary  cognizance 
of  the  laws,  and  by  an  exertion  of  the  powers  confided  to  me. 
Where  their  danger  was  not  imminent,  they  have  been  borne 
with,  from  sentiments  of  regard  to  his  nation,  from  a  sense  of 
their  friendship  towards  us,  from  a  conviction  that  they  would 
not  suffer  us  to  remain  long  exposed  to  the  action  of  a  person 
who  has  so  little  respected  our  mutual  dispositions,  and  I  will 
add,  from  the  reliance  on  the  firmness  of  my  fellow  Citizens  in 
their  principles  of  peace  and  order. 
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In  the  mean  time,  I  have  respected  and  pursued  die  stipula- 
tions of  our  treaties,  according  to  what  I  judged  their  true  sense ; 
and  have  withheld  no  act  of  friendship,  which  their  affairs 
have  called  for  from  us,  and  which  justice  to  others  left  us  free 
to  perform.  I  have  gone  further.  Rather  than  employ  force  for 
the  restitution  of  certain  vessels,  which  I  deemed  the  United 
States  bound  to  restore,  I  thought  it  more  advisable  to  satisfy  the 
parties,  by  avowing  it  to  be  my  opinion,  that  if  restitution  were 
not  made,  it  would  be  incumbent  on  the  United  States  to  make 
compensation.  The  papers  now  communicated,  will  more  par- 
ticularly apprize  you  of  these  transactions. 

The  vexations  and  spoliation  understood  to  have  been  com- 
mitted on  our  vessels  and  commerce,  by  the  cruisers  and  officers 
of  some  of  the  belligerent  powers,  appeared  to  require  atten- 
tion. The  proofs  of  these,  however,  not  having  been  brought 
forward,  the  description  of  Citizens  supposed  to  have  suffered 
were  notified,  that  on  furnishing  them  to  the  Executive,  due 
measures  would  be  taken  to  obtain  redress  of  the  past,  and  more 
effectual  provisions  against  the  future.  Should  such  documents 
be  furnished,  proper  representations  will  be  made  thereon, 
with  a  just  reliance  on  a  redress  proportioned  to  the  exigency 
of  the  case. 

The  British  Government  having  undertaken  by  orders  to  the 
Commanders  of  their  armed  vessels,  to  restrain,  generally,  our 
Commerce  in  Corn  and  other  provisions  to  their  own  ports, 
and  those  of  their  friends,  the  instructions  now  communicated 
were  immediately  forwarded  to  our  Minister  at  that  Court.  In 
the  mean  time  some  discussions  on  the  subject  took  place  be- 
tween him  and  them:  these  are  also  laid  before  you;  and  I  may 
expect  to  learn  the  result  of  his  special  instructions  in  time  to 
make  it  known  to  the  Legislature  during  their  present  Session. 
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Very  early  after  the  arrival  of  a  british  Minister  here,  mutual 
explanations  on  the  inexecution  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  were 
entered  into  with  that  Minister.  These  are  now  laid  before  you 
for  your  information. 

On  the  subjects  of  mutual  interest  between  this  Country  and 
Spain,  negotiations  and  conferences  are  now  depending.  The 
public  good  requiring  that  the  present  state  of  these  should  be 
made  known  to  the  Legislature  in  confidence  only,  they  shall 
be  the  subject  of  a  separate  and  subsequent  communication.45 

*To  LUND  WASHINGTON 

Philadelphia,  December  9, 1793. 

Dr.  Lund:  Doctr.  Tate46  being  among  those  who  had  fled 
from  the  City  during  raging  of  the  Yellow  fever  I  was  unable 
to  lay  the  statement  of  your  case  before  him  till  his  return  when 
he  sent  the  enclosed  opinion  with  a  request  that  I  would  read, 
and  forward  it  to  you. 

As  soon  as  I  had  done  so,  I  sent  Mr.  Dandridge  to  his  lodg- 
ings in  order  to  desire  him  to  proceed  immediately  to  Alex- 
andria in  the  Stage  of  this  day  without  waiting  to  hear  from 
you,  but  behold  he  had  left  town  again  not  to  return  before 
Wednesday. 

I  thought  it  best,  for  the  reasons  he  assigns  to  loose  no  time ; 
and  because  I  think  his  charge  (even  if  his  expences  are  added 
which  I  presume  will  be  the  case)  is  a  very  reasonable  one  for 
he  cannot  be  absent  much  short  of  15  days  from  his  practice  in 
these  parts. 

^From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

On  December  6  Dandridge  wrote  to  Childs  &  Swaine  that  the  President  had  not 
time  to  read  the  public  prints  and  "therefore  desires  you  will  not  consider  him  as  a 
subscriber  for  the  Supplement  to  the  daily  advertiser,  and  that  you  will  discontinue  to 
transmit  it  to  him."  Dandridge's  letter  is  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Wash- 
ington Papers. 

^Dr.  James  Tate.  He  had  been  surgeon  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  Con- 
tinental Army. 
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I  shall  repeat  this  request  as  soon  as  he  returns,  giving  you 
notice  of  it  in  the  meanwhile.  My  Complimts.  to  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington, and  with  every  wish  for  your  speedy  and  perfect  recov- 
ery I  am  etc.47 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Philadelphia,  December  n,  1793. 
Dear  Sir:  I  was  led  the  other  day  to  reflect,  whether  I  had 
ever  put  into  your  hands  the  last,  as  well  as  the  first  letter, 
which  A.  G.  Frauncis  wrote  to  me  concerning  the  Warrants. 
Finding  no  trace  of  any  remarks  from  you  to  me,  I  take  it  for 
granted,  that  I  omitted  to  do  with  respect  to  the  last,  what  I  had 
done  with  respect  to  the  first.  But  being  uncertain,  how  far 
the  new  matter,  which  is  suggested,  may  be  thought  worthy 
of  your  attention,  I  have  concluded  to  forward  it  to  you;  and 
when  you  have  read  it,  you  will  return  it  to  Dear  Sir  Yours  etc.48 

*  To  ARTHUR  YOUNG 

Philadelphia,  December  12,  1793. 

Sir:  I  wrote  to  you  three  months  ago,  or  more,  by  my  late 
secretary  and  friend,  Mr.  Lear;  but  as  his  departure  from  this 
Country  for  Great  Britain,  was  delayed  longer  than  he  or  I 
expected,  it  is  at  least  probable  that  that  letter  will  not  have 
reached  your  hands  at  a  much  earlier  period  than  the  one  I  am 
now  writing. 

At  the  time  it  was  written,  the  thoughts  which  I  am  now 
about  to  disclose  to  you  were  not  even  in  embryo;  and  whether, 
in  the  opinion  of  others,  there  be  impropriety,  or  not,  in  com- 

47 From  a  photostat  of  the  original  through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  A.  S.  W.  Rosenbach, 
of  New  York  City. 

48  From  the  original  in  the  Hamilton  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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municating  the  object  which  has  given  birth  to  them,  is  not 
for  me  to  decide.  My  own  mind  reproaches  me  with  none,  but 
if  yours  should  view  the  subject  differently,  burn  this  letter 
and  the  draught  which  accompanies  it,  and  the  whole  matter 
will  be  consigned  to  oblivion. 

All  my  landed  property  East  of  the  Apalachian  Mountains 
is  under  Rent,  except  the  Estate  called  Mount  Vernon.  This, 
hitherto,  I  have  kept  in  my  own  hands;  but  from  my  present 
situation;  from  my  advanced  time  of  my  life;  from  a  wish  to 
live  free  from  care,  and  as  much  at  my  ease  as  possible  during 
the  remainder  of  it;  and  from  other  causes  which  are  not  neces- 
sary to  detail,  I  have,  latterly,  entertained  serious  thoughts  of 
letting  this  estate  also,  reserving  the  Mansion  house  farm  for 
my  own  residence,  occupation,  and  amusement  in  agriculture; 
provided  I  can  obtain  what  in  my  own  judgment,  and  in  the 
opinions  of  others  whom  I  have  consulted  the  low  Rent  which 
I  shall  mention  hereafter;  and  provided  also  I  can  settle  it  with 
good  farmers. 

The  quantity  of  ploughable  land  (including  meadow) ;  the 
relative  situation  of  the  farms  one  to  another;  and  the  division 
of  these  farms  into  seperate  inclosures;  with  the  quantity  and 
situation  of  the  Woodland  appertaining  to  the  tract,  will  be 
better  delineated  by  the  sketch  herewith  sent49  (which  is  made 
from  actual  surveys,  subject  nevertheless  to  revision  and  correc- 
tion) than  by  a  volume  of  words. 

No  estate  in  United  America  is  more  pleasantly  situated  than 
this.  It  lyes  in  a  high,  dry  and  healthy  Country  300  miles  by 

^Washington  seems  to  have  had  several  copies  of  this  sketch  map  of  his  farms,  and 
the  Huntington  Library  has  the  only  one  known  to  have  survived.  The  map  repro- 
duced by  Sparks  (Writings  of  Washington,  vol.  12,  p.  316)  is  an  engraving  from 
the  original  and  not  a  facsimile.  Sparks  substituted,  in  his  engraving,  a  map  title  for 
the  table  of  areas  of  the  farms  which  Washington  placed  in  the  upper  right-hand 
corner  of  his  map.  Sparks  prints  this  table  at  the  end  of  his  text  of  this  letter  to 
Young.  The  Huntington  map  has  been  facsimiled  in  Lawrence  Martin's  George 
Washington  Atlas,  published  by  the  United  States  Bicentennial  Commission,  1932. 
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water  from  the  Sea,  and,  as  you  will  see  by  the  plan,  on  one  of 
the  finest  Rivers  in  the  world.  Its  margin  is  washed  by  more 
than  ten  miles  of  tide  water;  from  the  bed  of  which,  and 
the  enumerable  coves,  inlets  and  small  marshes  with  wch.  it 
abounds,  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  rich  mud  may  be  drawn  as 
a  manure;  either  to  be  used  seperately,  or  in  a  compost,  accord- 
ing to  the  judgment  of  the  farmer.  It  is  situated  in  a  latitude 
between  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  and  is  the  same  distance 
by  land  and  water,  with  good  roads  and  the  best  navigation  (to 
and)  from  the  Federal  City,  Alexandria,  and  George  town; 
distant  from  the  first  twelve,  from  the  second  nine,  and  from 
the  last  sixteen  miles.  The  federal  City  in  the  year  1800  will 
become  the  seat  of  the  general  Government  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  encreasing  fast  in  buildings,  and  rising  into  conse- 
quence; and  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  advantages  given 
to  it  by  nature,  and  its  proximity  to  a  rich  interior  country,  and 
the  western  territory,  become  the  emporium  of  the  United 
States.  The  Soil  of  the  tract  I  am  speaking  [of],  is  a  good  loam, 
more  inclined  however  to  Clay  than  Sand.  From  use,  and  I 
might  add  abuse,  it  is  become  more  and  more  consolidated,  and 
of  course  heavier  to  work.  The  greater  part  is  a  greyish  clay; 
some  part  is  a  dark  mould;  a  very  little  is  inclined  to  sand;  and 
scarcely  any  to  stone.  A  husbandman's  wish  would  not  lay  the 
farms  more  level  than  they  are,  and  yet  some  of  the  fields  (but 
in  no  great  degree)  are  washed  into  gullies,  from  which  all  of 
them  have  not,  as  yet,  been  recovered. 

This  River,  which  encompasses  the  land  the  distance  above- 
mentioned,  is  well  supplied  with  various  kinds  of  fish  at  all 
Seasons  of  the  year;  and  in  the  Spring  with  the  greatest  pro- 
fusion of  Shad,  Herring,  Bass,  Carp,  Perch,  Sturgeon  &ca. 
Several  valuable  fisheries  appertain  to  the  estate;  the  whole 
shore  in  short  is  one  entire  fishery. 
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There  are,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  plan,  four  farms  besides 
that  at  the  Mansion  house :  these  four  contain  3260  acres  of  cul- 
tivable land;  to  which  some  hundreds  more,  adjoining,  as  may 
be  seen,  might  be  added,  if  a  greater  quantity  should  be  re- 
quired; but  as  they  were  never  designed  for,  so  neither  can  it  be 
said  they  are  calculated  to  suit  tenants  of  either  the  first,  or  of 
the  lower  class;  because  those  who  have  the  strength  and  re- 
sources proportioned  to  farms  of  from  500  to  1200  acres  (which 
these  contain)  would  hardly  be  contented  to  live  in  such  houses 
as  are  thereon;  and  if  they  were  to  be  divided  and  subdivided, 
so  as  to  accommodate  tenants  of  small  means,  say  from  50  to 
one  or  200  acres,  there  would  be  none;  except  on  the  lots  which 
might  happen  to  include  the  present  dwelling-houses  of  my 
Overlookers  (called  Bailiffs  with  you),  Barns,  and  Negro 
Cabins.  Nor  would  I  chuse  to  have  the  woodland  (already  too 
much  pillaged  of  its  timber)  ransacked,  for  the  purpose  of 
building  many  more.  The  soil,  howevr,  is  excellent  for  Bricks, 
or  for  Mud  walls;  and  to  the  buildings  of  such  houses  there  wd. 
be  no  limitation,  nor  to  that  of  thatch  for  the  cover  of  them. 

The  towns  already  mentioned  (to  those  who  might  incline 
to  encounter  the  expence)  are  able  to  furnish  scantling,  plank, 
and  shingles  to  any  amount,  and  on  reasonable  terms;  and  they 
afford  a  ready  market  also  for  the  produce  of  the  land. 

On  what  is  called  Union  farm  (containing  928  acres  of  arable 
and  Meadow)  there  is  a  newly  erected  Brick  Barn  equal  per- 
haps to  any  in  America,  and  for  conveniences  of  all  sorts,  par- 
ticularly for  sheltering  and  feeding  horses,  cattle,  &c,  scarcely 
to  be  exceeded  anywhere.  A  new  house  is  now  building  in  a 
central  position,  not  far  from  the  Barn,  for  the  Overlooker; 
which  will  have  two  Rooms  16  by  18  feet  below  and  one  or  two 
above  nearly  of  the  same  size.  Convenient  thereto  is  sufficient 
accommodation  for  fifty  odd  Negroes  (old  and  young)  but 
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these  buildings  might  not  be  thought  good  enough  for  the 
workmen  or  day  labourers  of  your  Country. 

Besides  these,  a  little  without  the  limits  of  the  farm  (as 
marked  in  the  Plan)  are  one  or  two  other  houses  very  pleas- 
antly situated;  and  which,  in  case  this  farm  should  be  divided 
into  two  (as  it  formerly  was)  would  answer  well  for  the  East- 
ern division.  The  buildings  thus  enumerated  are  all  that  stand 
on  the  premises. 

Dogue  run  farm  (650  acres)  has  a  small  but  new  building  for 
the  Overlooker;  one  room  only  below,  and  the  same  above,  16 
by  20  each;  decent  and  comfortable  for  its  size.  It  has  also  cov- 
ering for  forty  odd  negroes,  similar  to  what  is  mentioned  on 
Union  farm.  It  has  a  new  circular  barn  now  finishing  on  a  new 
construction;  well  calculated,  it  is  conceived,  for  getting  grain 
out  of  the  straw  more  expeditiously  than  in  the  usual  mode  of 
threshing.  There  are  good  sheds  also  erecting,  sufficient  to 
cover  30  work  horses  and  Oxen. 

Muddy  hole  farm  (476  acres)  has  a  house  for  the  Overlooker, 
in  size  and  appearance  nearly  like  that  at  Dogue  run;  but  older 
The  same  kind  of  covering  for  about  thirty  negroes,  and  a 
tolerably  good  barn,  with  stables  for  the  work  horses. 

River  farm  which  is  the  largest  of  the  four,  and  seperated 
from  the  others  by  little  hunting  Creek,  (contains  1207  acres  of 
ploughable  land),  has  an  Overlookers  Ho.  of  one  large  and  two 
small  rooms  below,  and  one  or  two  above;  sufficient  covering 
for  50  or  60  Negroes  like  those  before  mentioned.  A  large  barn 
and  stables  (gone  much  to  decay,  but  these  will  be  replaced 
next  year  with  new  ones). 

I  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  give  this  detail  of  the  buildings 
that  a  precise  idea  might  be  had  of  the  conveniences  and  incon- 
veniences of  them;  and  I  believe  the  recital  is  just  in  all  its  parts. 
The  Inclosures  are  precisely,  and  accurately  delineated  in  the 
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plan;  and  the  fences  now  are,  or  soon  will  be,  in  respectable 
order. 

I  would  let  these  four  farms  to  four  substantial  farmers,  of 
wealth  and  strength  sufficient  to  cultivate  them;  and  who 
would  insure  to  me  the  regular  payment  of  the  Rents;  and 
I  would  give  them  leases  for  seven  or  ten  years,  at  the  rate  of  a 
Spanish  milled  dollar,  or  other  money  current  at  the  time,  in 
this  country,  equivalent  thereto,  for  every  acre  of  ploughable 
and  mowable  ground  within  the  Inclosures  of  the  respective 
farms,  as  marked  in  the  plan;  and  would  allow  the  tenants 
during  that  period  to  take  fuel ;  and  use  timber  from  the  Wood- 
land to  repair  the  buildings  and  to  keep  the  fences  in  order; 
until  live  fences  could  be  substituted  in  place  of  dead  ones;  but 
in  this  case,  no  sub-tenants  would  be  allowed. 

Or  if  these  farms  are  adjudged  too  large,  and  the  Rents  of 
course  too  heavy  for  such  farmers  as  might  incline  to  emigrate, 
I  should  have  no  insuperable  objection  against  dividing  each 
into  as  many  small  ones  as  a  society  of  them,  formed  for  the 
purpose,  could  agree  upon  among  themselves;  even  if  it  shd.  be 
by  the  fields  as  they  are  now  arranged  (which  the  plan  would 
enable  them  to  do),  provided  such  buildings  as  they  would  be 
content  with,  should  be  erected  at  their  own  expence,  in  the 
manner  already  mentioned.  In  which  case  as  in  the  former, 
fuel,  and  timber  for  repairs,  would  be  allowed;  but  as  an  in- 
ducement to  parcel  out  my  grounds  into  such  small  tenements, 
and  to  compensate  me  at  the  same  time  for  the  greater  con- 
sumption of  fuel  and  timber,  and  for  the  trouble  and  expence 
of  collecting  small  Rents,  I  should  expect  a  quarter  of  a  dollar 
pr.  acre  in  addition  to  what  I  have  already  mentioned.  But  in 
order  to  make  these  small  farms  more  valuable  to  the  occu- 
pants, and  by  way  of  reimbursing  them  for  the  expence  of  their 
establishment  thereon,  I  would  grant  them  leases  for  15  or 
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i 8  years;  although  I  have  weighty  objections  to  the  measure, 
founded  on  my  own  experience  of  the  disadvantage  it  is  to  the 
Lessor,  in  a  Country  where  lands  are  rising  every  year  in  value. 
As  an  instance  in  proof,  about  20  years  ago  I  gave  leases  for 
three  lives,  in  land  I  held  above  the  blue  Mountains,  near  the 
Shanondoah  River,  Seventy  miles  from  Alexandria  or  any  ship- 
ping port,  at  a  Rent  of  one  shilling  pr.  Acre  (no  part  being  then 
cleared)  and  now  land  of  similar  quality  in  the  vicinity,  with 
very  trifling  improvements  thereon,  is  renting  currently  at  five 
and  more  shillings  pr.  acre,  and  even  as  high  as  8/. 

My  motives  for  letting  this  estate  having  been  avowed,  I  will 
add,  that  the  whole,  (except  the  Mansion  house  farm)  or  none, 
will  be  parted  with,  and  that  upon  unequivocal  terms ;  because 
my  object  is  to  fix  my  income  (be  it  what  it  may)  upon  a  solid 
basis  in  the  hands  of  good  farmers;  because  I  am  not  inclined 
to  make  a  medley  of  it;  and  above  all,  because  I  could  not  relin- 
quish my  present  course  without  a  moral  certainty  of  the  sub- 
stitute which  is  contemplated:  for  to  break  up  these  farms, 
remove  my  Negroes,  and  dispose  of  the  property  on  them  upon 
terms  short  of  this  would  be  ruinous. 

Having  said  thus  much,  I  am  disposed  to  add  further,  that 
it  would  be  in  my  power,  and  certainly  it  would  be  my  inclina- 
tion (upon  the  principle  above)  to  accommodate  the  wealthy, 
or  the  weak  handed  farmer  (and  upon  reasonable  terms)  with 
draughthorses,  and  working  mules  and  Oxen;  with  cattle, 
Sheep  and  Hogs;  and  with  such  impliments  of  husbandry  if 
they  should  not  incline  to  bring  them  themselves,  as  are  in  use 
on  the  farms.  On  the  four  farms  there  are  54  draughthorses,  12 
working  Mules,  and  a  sufficiency  of  Oxen,  broke  to  the  yoke; 
the  precise  number  I  am  unable  this  moment  to  ascertain,  as 
they  are  comprehended  in  the  aggregate  of  the  black  cattle. 
Of  the  latter  there  are  317.  Of  sheep  634.  Of  hogs  many,  but 
as  these  run  pretty  much  at  large  in  the  Woodland  (which  is  all 
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under  fence)  the  number  is  uncertain.  Many  of  the  Negroes, 
male  and  female,  might  be  hired  by  the  year  as  labourers,  if  this 
should  be  preferred  to  the  importation  of  that  class  of  people; 
but  it  deserves  consideration  how  far  the  mixing  of  whites  and 
blacks  together  is  advisable;  especially  where  the  former,  are 
entirely  unacquainted  with  the  latter. 

If  there  be  those  who  are  disposed  to  take  these  farms  in  their 
undevided  State,  on  the  terms  which  have  been  mentioned;  it 
is  an  object  of  sufficient  magnitude  for  them,  or  one  of  them 
in  behalf  of  the  rest,  to  come  over  and  investigate  the  premises 
thoroughly,  that  there  may  be  nothing  to  reproh  themselves 
or  me  with  if  (though  unintentionally)  there  should  be  defects 
in  any  part  of  the  information  herein  given;  or  if  a  society  of 
farmers  are  disposed  to  adventure,  it  is  still  more  incumbent 
on  them  to  send  over  an  Agent  for  the  purposes  abovemen- 
tioned :  for  with  me  the  measure  must  be  so  fixed  as  to  preclude 
any  cavil  or  discussion  thereafter.  And  it  may  not  be  malapro- 
pos to  observe  in  this  place,  that  our  Overlookers  are  generally 
engaged,  and  all  the  arrangements  for  the  ensuing  crops  are 
made  before  the  first  of  September  in  every  year;  it  will  readily 
be  perceived  then,  that  if  this  period  is  suffered  to  pass  away, 
it  is  not  to  be  regained  until  the  next  year.  Possession  might 
be  given  to  the  New  comers  at  the  Season  just  mentioned  to 
enable  them  to  put  in  their  grain  for  the  next  Crop;  but  the 
final  relinquishment  could  not  take  place  until  the  Crops  are 
gathered;  which,  of  Indian  Corn  (maiz)  seldom  happens  'till 
towards  Christmas  as  it  must  endure  hard  frosts  before  it  can 
be  safely  housed. 

I  have  endeavoured  as  far  as  my  recollection  of  facts  would 
enable  me,  or  the  documents  in  my  possession  allow,  to  give 
such  information  of  the  actual  state  of  the  farms  as  to  enable 
persons  at  a  distance  to  form  as  distinct  ideas  as  the  nature  of 
the  thing  is  susceptible  short  of  ones  own  view,  and  having 
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communicated  the  motives  which  have  inclined  me  to  a  change 
in  my  system,  I  will  announce  to  you  the  origin  of  them. 

First:  Few  Ships,  of  late,  have  arrived  from  any  part  of  G: 
Britain  or  Ireland  without  a  number  of  emigrants,  and  some  of 
them,  by  report,  very  respectable  and  full  handed  farmers.  A 
number  of  others  they  say,  are  desirous  of  following;  but  are 
unable  to  obtain  passages;  but  their  coming  in  that  manner, 
even  if  I  was  apprised  of  their  arrival  in  time,  would  not  an- 
swer my  views  for  the  reason  already  assigned;  and  which,  as 
it  is  the  ultimatum  at  present,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  repeat- 
ing, namely:  that  I  must  carry  my  plan  into  complete  execu- 
tion, or  not  attempt  it;  and  under  such  auspices  too  as  to  leave 
no  doubt  of  the  exact  fulfilment;  and, 

2dly:  because  from  the  number  of  letters  which  I  have  re- 
ceived myself  (and  as  it  would  seem  from  respectable  people) 
enquiring  into  matters  of  this  sort,  with  intimations  of  their 
wishes  and  even  intentions  of  migrating  to  this  Country,  I  can 
have  no  doubt  of  succeeding.  But  I  have  made  no  reply  to  these 
enquiries,  or  if  any,  in  very  general  terms,  because  I  did  not 
want  to  engage  in  corrispondences  of  this  sort  with  persons  of 
whom  I  had  no  knowledge,  nor  indeed  leisure  for  them  if  I 
had  been  so  disposed. 

I  shall  now  conclude  as  I  begun,  with  a  desire,  that  if  you  see 
any  impropriety  in  making  these  sentiments  known  to  that 
class  of  people  who  might  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  the  occa- 
sion, that  it  may  not  be  mentioned.  By  a  law,  or  by  some  regu- 
lation of  your  government,  Artisans  I  am  well  aware,  are  laid 
under  restraints;  and  for  this  reason  I  have  studiously  avoided 
any  overtures  to  Mechanics  although  my  occasions  called  for 
them.  But  never  having  heard  that  difficulties  were  thrown  in 
in  the  way  of  Husbandmen  by  the  Government,  is  one  reason 
for  my  bringing  this  matter  to  your  view;  a  2d  is,  that  having, 
yourself  expressed  sentiments  which  showed  that  you  had  cast 


1793]  SKETCH  OF  FARMS  183 

an  eye  towards  this  Country,  and  was  not  inattentive  to  the 
welfare  of  it,  I  was  led  to  make  my  intentions  known  to  you, 
that  if  you,  or  your  friends  were  disposed  to  avail  yourselves  of 
the  knowledge,  you  might  take  prompt  measures  for  the  exe- 
cution, and  3dly.  I  was  sure  if  you  had  lost  sight  of  the  object 
yourself,  I  could,  nevertheless  rely  upon  such  information,  as 
you  might  see  fit  to  give  me,  and  upon  such  characters  too 
as  you  might  be  disposed  to  recommend. 

Lengthy  as  this  epistle  is,  I  will  crave  your  patience  while  I 
add,  that  it  is  written  in  too  much  haste,  and  under  too  great  a 
pressure  of  public  business  at  the  commencement  of  an  impor- 
tant session  of  Congress  to  be  correct  or  properly  digested.  But 
the  season  of  the  year,  and  the  apprehension  of  Ice  are  hurrying 
away  the  last  vessel  bound  from  this  Port  to  London.  I  am 
driven  therefore  to  the  alternative  of  making  the  matter  known 
in  this  hasty  manner,  and  giving  a  rude  sketch  of  the  farms, 
which  is  the  subject  of  it,  or  to  encounter  delay,  the  first  I  pre- 
ferred. It  can  hardly  be  necessary  to  add,  that  I  have  no  desire 
that  any  formal  promulgation  of  these  sentiments  should  be 
made. 

To  accomplish  my  wishes,  in  the  manner  herein  expressed, 
would  be  agreeable  to  me;  and  in  a  way  that  cannot  be  excep- 
tionable wd  be  more  so.  With  much  esteem  etc.50 

*To  THOMAS  PINCKNEY 

Philadelphia,  December  12, 1793. 
Dear  Sir:  You  would  oblige  me  by  giving  the  letter  and 
Roll51  herewith  sent  for  Mr.  Young  a  safe,  and  as  speedy  a 
conveyance  as  you  can,  without  saddling  him  with  Postage. 

50  From  a  photostat  of  the  original  through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  A.  S.  W.  Rosenbach, 
of  New  York  City. 

51  Washington's  plan  of  the  Mount  Vernon  farms. 
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Though  I  believe  the  enclosd  letter  from  Mr.  Keith  Wray  is 
little  more  than  the  child  of  imagination,  I  would,  notwith- 
standing, thank  you  for  directing  one  of  your  domestics  to  en- 
quire into  the  truth  of  the  information  which  it  contains. 

This  letter  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr.  Willm.  Morris,  third 
Son  of  Mr.  Robt.  Morris,  to  whom  for  domestic  occurances  of 
a  private  nature,  I  shall  refer  you,  those  of  another  kind  you 
will,  of  course  receive  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

I  pray  you  to  offer  my  best  respects,  in  which  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton joins  to  Mrs.  Pinckney  and  accept  assurances  of  the  sincere 
esteem  and  regd.  with  which  I  am  etc.52 

*To  DANIEL  CARROLL 

Philadelphia,  December  16,  1793. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  9th. 
and  sample  of  free  stone  from  my  Quarry,  sent  by  Mr.  Hoban, 
for  which  I  thank  you  both;  and  should  be  obliged  to  him  for 
information  of  the  spot  from  whence  it  was  taken.  I  always 
knew,  that  the  River  banks  from  my  Spring  house,  to  the 
Ferry  formerly  kept  by  Captn.  Posey,  were  almost  an  entire 
bed  of  free  stone;  but  I  had  conceived  before  the  late  sample 
came  to  hand,  that  it  was  of  a  very  soft  nature. 

As  the  quantity,  from  outward  appearances  is,  in  a  manner 
inexhaustable ;  I  should  have  no  objections  to  an  investigation 
of  the  Banks  by  skilful,  and  orderly  people;  as  the  public  as 
well  as  myself  might  be  benefited  by  the  discovery  of  a  quarry 
of  good  stone  so  near  the  Federal  City. 

Mr.  Greenleaf  is,  I  presume,  with  you,  he  left  this  City  for 
George  Town  on  friday  last,  he  has  a  plan  for  the  disposal  of 

The  letter  sent  is  in  the  possession  of  Louis  Sherfesee,  of  Greenville,  S.  C.  A  photo- 
stat of  it  is  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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lots,  and  building  thereon;  to  which  he  expressed  a  wish  to 
receive  the  sanction  of  my  opinion:  I  told  him,  my  wish  was 
that  all  matters  of  that  sort  should  come  to  me  through  the 
Commissioners;  and  was  approved  by  them  (after  the  con- 
sideration which  I  know  would  be  given  to  any  proposition 
which  seemed  to  have  a  tendency  to  advance  the  growth  of 
the  City)  would  certainly  not  be  discountenanced  by  me.  A 
similar  answer  I  gave  to  a  suggestion  respecting  the  site  for 
the  Hospital  in  the  City;  which  he  seemed  desirous  of  giving 
grounds  out  of  the  City  in  exchange  for.  My  motive  for  hint- 
ing these  things  to  you,  in  this  manner,  is  that  you  may  under- 
stand precisely  what  passed  between  us  on  these  subjects.  For 
some  reasons  which  he  assigned,  he  thought  a  Hospital  in  the 
bosom  of  the  City  improper  and  dangerous.  I  am  inclined  to 
that  opinion,  but  really,  as  I  told  him,  did  not  recollect  that  it 
had  been  so  intended.  I  remain  in  haste  Yours  etc.53 

To  THE  SENATE  AND 
THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

United  States,  December  16, 1793. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives :  I  lay  before  you  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the 
measures  which  have  been  taken  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  recognition  of  our  treaty 
with  Morocco;  and  for  the  ransom  of  our  Citizens  and  estab- 
lishment of  peace  with  Algiers. 

While  it  is  proper  our  citizens  should  know,  that  subjects 
which  so  much  concern  their  interests  and  their  feelings,  have 
duly  engaged  the  attention  of  their  Legislature  and  Execu- 
tive, it  would  still  be  improper  that  some  particulars  of  this 

"From  District  of  Columbia  Letters  and  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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communication  should  be  made  known.  The  confidential  con- 
versation stated  in  one  of  the  last  letters  sent  herewith,  is  one  of 
these;  both  justice  and  policy  require  that  the  source  of  that 
information  should  remain  secret.  So  a  knowledge  of  the  sums 
meant  to  have  been  given  for  peace  and  ransom,  might  have  a 
disadvantageous  influence  on  future  proceedings  for  the  same 
objects.54 

To  THE  SENATE  AND 
THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

United  States,  December  16, 1793. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

The  situation  of  Affairs  in  Europe  in  the  course  of  the  year 
1790,  having  rendered  it  possible  that  a  moment  might  arrive, 
favorable  for  the  arrangement  of  our  unsettled  matters  with 
Spain,  it  was  thought  proper  to  prepare  a  representative  at  that 
Court  to  avail  us  of  it.  A  confidential  person  was  therefore 
despatched  to  be  the  bearer  of  instructions  to  him,55  and  to 
supply  by  verbal  communications  any  additional  information 
of  which  he  might  find  himself  in  need.  The  Government  of 
France  was  at  the  same  time  applied  to  for  its  aid  and  influence 
in  this  negotiation.  Events  however  took  a  turn  which  did  not 
present  the  occasion  hoped  for. 

About  the  close  of  the  ensuing  year  I  was  informed  through 
the  representatives  of  Spain  here,  that  their  government  would 
be  willing  to  renew  at  Madrid  the  former  conferences  on  these 
subjects;  though  the  transfer  of  scene  was  not  what  would 
have  been  desired,  yet  I  did  not  think  it  important  enough  to 
reject  the  proposition;  and  therefore,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  I  appointed  Commissioners  plenipotentiary 56 

"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

50  David  Humphreys. 

56  William  Carmichael  and  William  Short. 
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for  negotiating  and  concluding  a  treaty  with  that  Country  on 
the  several  subjects  of  boundary,  navigation  and  commerce; 
and  gave  them  the  instructions  now  communicated.  Before 
these  negotiations,  however,  could  be  got  into  train,  the  new 
troubles  which  had  arisen  in  Europe  had  produced  new  com- 
binations among  the  powers  there,  the  effects  of  which  are  but 
too  visible  in  the  proceedings  now  laid  before  you. 

In  the  mean  time  some  other  points  of  discussion  had  arisen 
with  that  Country;  to  wit,  the  restitution  of  property  escaping 
into  the  territories  of  each  other,  the  mutual  exchange  of  fugi- 
tives from  justice,  and  above  all  the  mutual  interferences  with 
the  Indians  lying  between  us.  I  had  the  best  reason  to  believe 
that  the  hostilities  direatened  and  exercised  by  the  southern 
Indians  on  our  border,  were  excited  by  the  Agents  of  that  Gov- 
ernment. Representations  were  thereon  directed  to  be  made, 
by  our  Commissioners,  to  the  Spanish  government,  and  a  pro- 
posal to  cultivate  with  good  faith  the  peace  of  each  other  with 
these  people.  In  the  mean  time,  corresponding  suspicions  were 
entertained,  or  pretended  to  be  entertained  on  their  part,  of 
like  hostile  excitements  by  our  Agents  to  disturb  their  peace 
widi  the  same  nations.  These  were  brought  forward  by  the 
representatives  of  Spain  here,  in  a  stile  which  could  not  fail  to 
produce  attention.  A  claim  of  patronage  and  protection  of 
those  Indians  was  asserted,  a  mediation  between  them  and  us, 
by  that  sovereign,  assumed,  their  boundaries  with  us  made  a 
subject  of  interference,  and  at  length,  at  the  very  moment 
when  these  savages  were  committing  daily  inroads  upon  our 
frontier,  we  were  informed  by  them  that  "the  continuation  of 
the  peace,  good  harmony  and  perfect  friendship  of  the  two 
nations  was  very  problematical  for  the  future,  unless  the  United 
States  should  take  more  convenient  measures,  and  of  greater 
energy  than  those  adopted  for  a  long  time  past." 
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If  their  previous  correspondence  had  worn  the  appearance 
of  a  desire  to  urge  on  a  disagreement,  this  last  declaration  left 
no  room  to  evade  it,  since  it  could  not  be  conceived  we  would 
submit  to  the  scalping  knife  and  tomahawk  of  the  savage 
without  any  resistance.  I  thought  it  time  therefore  to  know  if 
these  were  the  views  of  their  sovereign,  and  despatched  a  spe- 
cial messenger57  with  instructions  to  our  Commissioners,  which 
are  among  the  papers  now  communicated.  Their  last  letter 
gives  us  reason  to  expect  very  shortly  to  know  the  result.  I 
must  add  that  the  Spanish  representatives  here,  perceiving  that 
their  last  communication  had  made  considerable  impression, 
endeavored  to  abate  this  by  some  subsequent  professions,  which 
being  also  among  the  communications  to  the  legislature,  they 
will  be  able  to  form  their  own  conclusions.58 

*  To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  December  18, 1793. 

Mr.  Pearce:  The  paper,  enclosed  with  this  letter,  will  give 
you  my  ideas,  generally,  of  the  course  of  Crops  I  wish  to  pursue. 
I  am  sensible  more  might  be  made  from  the  farms  for  a  year 
or  two;  but  my  object  is  to  recover  the  fields  from  the  ex- 
hausted state  into  which  they  have  fallen,  by  oppressive  crops, 
and  to  restore  them  (if  possible  by  any  means  in  my  power) 
to  health  and  vigour.  But  two  ways  will  enable  me  to  accom- 
plish this.  The  first  is  to  cover  them  with  as  much  manure  as 
possible  (winter  and  summer).  The  2d  a  judicious  succession 
of  Crops. 

Manure  can  not  be  had  in  the  abundance  the  fields  require; 
for  this  reason,  and  to  open  the  land  which  is  hard  bound  by 

5'  James  Blake. 

^From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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frequent  cultivation  and  want  of  proper  dressings,  I  have  intro- 
duced Buck  Wheat  in  the  plentiful  manner  you  will  perceive 
by  the  Table;  both  as  a  manure,  and  as  a  substitute  for  Indian 
Corn  for  horses  &ca;  it  being  a  great  ameliorater  of  the  soil. 
How  far  the  insufferable  conduct  of  my  Overseers,  or  the  dif- 
ficulty of  getting  Buck  Wheat  and  Oats  for  seed  will  enable 
me  to  carry  my  plan  into  effect,  I  am  unable  at  this  moment  to 
decide.  You,  possibly,  will  be  better  able  to  inform  me  some- 
time hence.  Colo.  Ball  of  Leesburgh  has  promised  to  use  his 
endeavours  to  procure  and  send  the  first  to  Mount  Vernon;  but 
where  to  get  as  much  of  the  latter  as  will  answer  my  purposes 
(unless  I  send  them  from  this  City)  I  know  not;  but  before 
I  can  decide  on  the  quantity  it  may  be  necessary  for  me  to  pur- 
chase it  is  essential  I  should  know  the  quantity  grown  on  my 
own  estate;  and  which  after  I  went  to  Virginia  in  September 
last  I  directed  should  no  longer  be  fed  away.  The  common 
Oats  which  are  brought  from  the  Eastern  Shore  to  Alexandria 
for  sale,  I  would  not  sow,  first,  because  they  are  not  of  a  good 
quality;  and  2dly.  because  they  are  rarely,  if  ever,  free  from 
Garlick  and  wild  Onions:  with  which,  unfortunately,  many 
of  my  fields  are  already  but  too  plentifully  stocked  from  the 
source  already  mentioned ;  and  that  too  before  I  was  aware  of 
the  evil. 

I  have  already  said  that  the  insufferable  conduct  of  my  Over- 
seers may  be  one  mean  of  frustrating  my  plan  for  the  next 
year.  I  will  now  explain  myself.  You  will  readily  perceive  by 
the  rotation  of  Crops  I  have  adopted  that  a  great  deal  of  Fall 
plowing  is  indispensible.  Of  this  I  informed  every  one  of  them, 
and  pointed  out  the  fields  which  were  to  be  plowed  at  this  sea- 
son. So  anxious  was  I,  that  this  work  should  be  set  about  early, 
that  I  made  an  attempt  soon  after  you  weer  at  Mount  Vernon 
in  September  to  begin  it;  and  at  several  times  afterwards 
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repeated  the  operation  in  different  fields  at  Dogue  run  farm; 
but  the  ground  being  excessively  hard  and  dry,  I  found  that 
to  persevere  would  only  destroy  my  horses  without  effecting 
the  object  in  the  manner  it  ought  to  be,  and  therefore  I  quit 
it;  but  left  positive  directions  that  it  should  recommence  at 
every  farm  as  soon  as  ever  there  should  come  rain  to  moysten 
the  earth,  and  to  stick  constantly  at  it,  except  when  the  horses 
were  employed  in  treading  out  Wheat  (which  was  a  work  I 
also  desired  might  be  accomplished  as  soon  as  possible).  In- 
stead of  doing  either  of  these  as  I  ordered  I  find  by  the  reports, 
that  McKoy  has,  now  and  then,  plowed  a  few  days  only  as  if  it 
were  for  amusement.  That  Stuart  has  but  just  begun  to  do 
it.  And  that  neither  Crow,  nor  Davy  at  Muddy  hole,  had  put  a 
plow  into  the  ground  so  late  as  the  7th.  of  this  month.  Can 
it  be  expected  then,  that  frosts,  Snow  and  Rain  will  permit  me 
to  do  much  of  this  kind  of  work  before  March  or  April  ?  When 
Corn  planting,  Oats  sewing,  and  Buck  Wht  for  manure  ought 
to  be  going  into  the  grd.,  in  a  well  prepared  state,  instead  of 
having  it  to  flush  up  at  that  season,  and  when  a  good  deal 
of  Wheat  is  to  be  got  out  with  the  same  horses.  Crow  having 
got  out  none  of  his  that  was  stacked  in  the  field  nor  Stuart  and 
McKoy  much  of  theirs  which  is  in  the  same  predicament;  the 
excuse  being,  as  far  as  it  is  communicated  to  me,  that  their 
whole  time  and  force  since  the  month  of  October  has  been  em- 
ployed in  securing  their  Corn.  When  God  knows  little  enough 
of  that  article  will  be  made. 

I  am  the  more  particular  on  this  head  for  two  reasons,  first 
to  let  you  see  how  little  dependence  there  is  on  such  men  when 
left  to  themselves  (for  under  Mr.  Lewis  it  was  very  little  bet- 
ter), and  2dly.  to  shew  you  the  necessity  of  keeping  these  Over- 
seers strictly  to  their  duty,  that  is,  to  keep  them  from  running 
about,  and  to  oblige  them  to  remain  constantly  with  their 
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people;  and  moreover,  to  see  at  what  time  they  turn  out  of  a 
morning,  for  I  have  strong  suspicions  that  this,  with  some  of 
them  is  at  a  late  hour,  the  consequence  of  which  to  the  Negroes 
is  not  difficult  to  foretell.  All  these  Overseers  as  you  will  per- 
ceive by  their  agreements,  which  I  herewith  send  are  on  stand- 
ing wages;  and  this  with  men  who  are  not  actuated  by  the 
principles  of  honor  or  honesty,  and  not  very  regardful  of  their 
characters,  leads  naturally  to  endulgences,  as  their  profits,  what- 
ever may  be  mine  are  the  same  whether  they  are  at  a  horse  race 
or  on  the  farm,  whether  they  are  entertaining  company  (which 
I  believe  is  too  much  the  case)  in  their  own  houses  or  are  in 
the  field  with  the  Negroes. 

Having  given  you  these  ideas,  I  shall  now  add,  that  if  you 
find  any  one  of  them  inattentive  to  the  duties  which  by  the 
articles  of  agreement  they  are  bound  to  perform,  or  such  others 
as  may  reasonably  be  enjoined,  Admonish  them  in  a  calm,  but 
firm  manner  of  the  consequences.  If  this  proves  ineffectual 
discharge  them,  at  any  season  of  the  year  without  scruple  or 
hesitation,  and  do  not  pay  them  a  copper;  putting  the  non- 
compliance with  their  agreemt.  in  bar. 

To  treat  them  civilly  is  no  more  than  what  all  men  are  en- 
titled to,  but  my  advice  to  you  is,  to  keep  them  at  a  proper  dis- 
tance; for  they  will  grow  upon  familiarity,  in  proportion  as 
you  will  sink  in  authority,  if  you  do  not.  Pass  by  no  faults  or 
neglects  (especially  at  first)  for  overlooking  only  serves  to  gen- 
erate another,  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  some  of  them 
(one  in  particular)  will  try,  at  first,  what  lengths  he  may  go. 
A  steady  and  firm  conduct,  with  an  inquisitive  inspection  into 
and  a  proper  arrangement  of  everything  on  your  part,  will, 
though  it  may  give  more  trouble  at  first,  save  a  great  deal  in  the 
end,  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  in  everything  which  is  just, 
and  proper  to  be  done  on  your  part  shall  meet  with  the  fullest 
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support  on  mine.  Nothing  will  contribute  more  to  effect  these 
desirable  purposes  than  a  good  example,  unhapply  this  was  not 
set  (from  what  I  have  learnt  lately)  by  Mr.  Whiting,  who,  it  is 
said,  drank  freely,  kept  bad  company  at  my  house  and  in  Alex- 
andria, and  was  a  very  debauched  person,  wherever  this  is  the 
case  it  is  not  easy  for  a  man  to  throw  the  first  stone  for  fear  of 
having  it  returned  to  him:  and  this  I  take  to  be  the  true  cause 
why  Mr.  Whiting  did  not  look  more  scrupulously  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  Overseers,  and  more  minutely  into  the  smaller  mat- 
ters belonging  to  the  Farms;  which,  though  individually  may 
be  trifling,  are  not  found  so  in  the  agregate;  for  there  is  no 
addage  more  true  than  an  old  Scotch  one,  that  "many  mickles 
make  a  muckle." 

I  have  had  but  little  opportunity  of  forming  a  correct  opinion 
of  my  white  Overseers,  but  such  observations  as  I  have  made 
I  will  give. 

Stuart  appears  to  me  to  understand  the  business  of  a  farm 
very  well,  and  seems  attentive  to  it.  He  is  I  believe  a  sober  man, 
and  according  to  his  own  account  a  very  honest  one.  As  I  never 
found  him  (at  the  hours  I  usually  visited  the  farm)  absent  from 
some  part  or  another  of  his  people  I  presume  he  is  industrious 
and  seldom  from  home.  He  is  talkative,  has  a  high  opinion  of 
his  own  skill  and  management,  and  seems  to  live  in  peace  and 
harmony  with  the  Negroes  who  are  confided  to  his  care.  He 
speaks  extremely  well  of  them,  and  I  have  never  heard  any 
complaint  of  him.  His  work  however,  has  been  behind  hand 
all  the  year,  owing  he  says,  and  as  I  believe  to  his  having  too 
much  plowing  to  do,  and  the  last  omission,  of  not  plowing 
when  he  knew  my  motives  for  wishing  it,  has  been  extremely 
reprehensible.  But  upon  the  whole,  if  he  stirs  early,  and  works 
late,  I  have  no  other  fault  to  find  than  the  one  I  have  just  men- 
tioned. His  talkativeness  and  vanity  may  be  humoured. 
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Crow  is  an  active  man,  and  not  deficient  in  judgment.  If 
kept  strictly  to  his  duty  would,  in  many  respects,  make  a  good 
Overseer.  But  I  am  much  mistaken  in  his  character  if  he  is 
not  fond  of  visiting,  and  receiving  visits.  This,  of  course,  with- 
draws his  attention  from  his  business,  and  leaves  his  people  too 
much  to  themselves  which  produces  idleness,  or  slight  work  on 
one  side  and  flogging  on  the  other;  the  last  of  which  besides 
the  dissatisfaction  which  it  creates,  has,  in  one  or  two  instances 
been  productive  of  serious  consequences. 

I  am  not  clear  either,  that  he  gives  that  due  attention  to  his 
Plow  horses  and  other  stock  which  is  necessary,  although  he 
is  very  fond  of  riding  the  former,  not  only  to  Alexandria  &ca. 
but  about  the  farm,  which  I  did  not  forbid  as  his  house  was 
very  inconvenient  to  the  scene  of  his  business. 

McKoy  appears  to  me  to  be  a  sickly,  slothful  and  stupid 
fellow.  He  had  many  more  hands  than  were  necessary  merely 
for  his  Crop,  and  though  not  70  acres  of  Corn  to  cultivate,  did 
nothing  else.  In  short  to  level  a  little  dirt  that  was  taken  out 
of  the  Meadow  ditch  below  his  house  seems  to  have  composed 
the  principal  part  of  his  Fall  work;  altho'  no  finer  season  could 
have  happened  for  preparing  the  second  lot  of  the  Mill  swamp 
for  the  purpose  of  laying  it  to  grass.  If  more  exertion  does  not 
appear  in  him  when  he  gets  into  better  health  he  will  be  found 
an  unfit  person  to  overlook  so  important  a  farm  especially  as  I 
have  my  doubts  also  of  his  care  and  attention  to  the  horses  &ca. 

As  to  Butler,  you  will  soon  be  a  judge  whether  he  will  be  of 
use  to  you  or  not.  He  may  mean  well,  and  for  ought  I  know 
to  the  contrary  may,  in  some  things  have  judgment,  but  I  am 
persuaded  he  has  no  more  authority  over  the  Negroes  [sic]  he 
is  placed,  than  an  old  woman  would  have;  and  is  as  unable  to 
get  a  proper  days  Work  done  by  them  as  she  would  unless  led 
to  it  by  their  own  inclination  wch.  I  know  is  not  the  case. 
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Davy  at  Muddy  hole  carries  on  his  business  as  well  as  the 
white  Overseers,  and  with  more  quietness  than  any  of  them. 
With  proper  directions  he  will  do  very  well  and  probably  give 
you  less  trouble  than  any  of  them  except  in  attending  to  his 
care  of  the  stock  of  which  I  fear  he  is  negligent  as  there  are 
deaths  too  frequent  among  them. 

Thomas  Green  (Overlooker  of  the  Carpenters)  will,  I  am 
persuaded,  require  your  closest  attention,  without  which  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  impossible  to  get  any  work  done  by  my  Negro 
Carpenters,  in  the  first  place,  because,  it  has  not  been  in  my 
power,  when  I  am  away  from  home,  to  keep  either  him,  or 
them  to  any  settled  work;  but  they  will  be  flying  from  one 
trifling  thing  to  another,  with  no  other  design,  I  believe,  than 
to  have  the  better  opportunity  to  be  idle,  or  to  be  employed  on 
their  own  business;  and  in  the  next  place,  because,  although 
authority  is  given  to  him,  he  is  too  much  upon  a  level  with  the 
Negroes  to  exert  it  from  which  cause,  if  no  other  every  one 
works,  or  not,  as  they  please  and  carve  out  such  jobs  as  they 
like.  I  had  no  doubt  when  I  left  home  the  28th.  of  Octr.  but 
that  the  house  intended  for  Crow  would  have  been  nearly  fin- 
ished by  this  time  for  in  order  to  facilitate  the  execution  I 
bought  Scantling,  Plank  and  Shingles  for  the  building  instead 
of  this  I  do  not  perceive  by  his  weekly  report  that  a  tool  had 
yet  been  applyed  in  it,  nor  can  I  find  out  by  the  said  report  that 
the  Barn  at  Dogue  run  is  in  much  greater  forwardness  than 
when  I  left  it. 

To  correct  the  abuses  which  have  crept  into  all  parts  of  my 
business,  to  arrange  it  properly  and  to  reduce  things  to  system; 
will  require,  I  am  sensible,  a  good  deal  of  time  and  your  utmost 
exertions;  the  last,  from  the  character  you  bear,  I  entertain  no 
doubt;  The  other,  I  am  willing  to  allow,  because  I  had  rather 
you  should  probe  things  to  the  bottom,  whatever  time  it  may 
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require  to  do  it,  than  to  decide  hastily  upon  the  first  view  of 
them  as  to  establish  good  rules,  and  a  regular  system,  is  the 
life,  and  the  soul  of  every  kind  of  business. 

These  are  general  thoughts.  In  my  next  letter  (which,  if 
possible  shall  be  by  the  next  Post)  I  will  go  more  into  detail 
upon  some  particular  matters.  In  the  mean  while  I  remain,  etc. 

To  WILLIAM  AYLETT  BOOTH59 

Philadelphia,  December  18, 1793. 
Sir :  The  attachment,  expressed  by  the  resolutions  of  Shenan- 
doah County,  to  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  States ;  the  impor- 
tance of  cultivating  peace  and  harmony  with  all  the  world,  by 
just  and  honorable  means;  and  the  grateful  acknowledgment 
of  the  services  rendered  by  the  French  nation,  meet  my  full 
assent.  For  the  favorable  sentiments  towards  myself,  I  must 
entreat  you,  Sir,  to  communicate  my  thanks  to  my  Fellow  Citi- 
zens of  Shenandoah.60 

*  To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  December  22, 1793. 

Mr.  Pearce :  The  letter  which  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  18th.  and 
the  papers  therein  enclosed  with  the  plans  of  the  several  farms 
which  Mr.  Lewis  was  directed  to  leave  with  you,  were  designed 
to  give  you  a  general  view  of  the  business  entrusted  to  your 
care.  I  shall  now,  as  intimated  in  that  letter,  give  you  my  senti- 
ments on  many  other  matters  of  a  more  particular  nature. 

Among  the  first  things  to  be  done  after  you  are  well  fixed 
yourself,  will  be,  I  presume,  that  of  taking  an  exact  account 
of  the  Stock  of  every  species;  Tools  and  implements  on  each  of 

59 Chairman  of  the  meeting  of  citizens  of  Shenandoah  County,  Va. 
""From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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the  farms:  charging  them  therewith  that  a  regular  account 
thereof  may  be  rendered  whenever  called  for.  Buy  in  Alex- 
andria a  proper  (bound)  book  for  this  purpose,  and  another  to 
enter  the  weekly  reports  in.  The  intention  of  this  is  not  only 
for  my  present  satisfaction  but  that  I  may  also  at  any  time  here- 
after shew  in  what  manner  the  hands  have  been  employed;  and 
the  state  of  the  stock  and  other  things  at  any  past  period;  and  it 
is  my  wish,  as  this  is  intended  as  a  register  of  the  proceedings  on 
the  farms,  that  they  may  be  made  with  carefulness ;  always  com- 
paring the  last,  with  the  preceeding  weeks  report  and  all  dif- 
ferences satisfactorily  accounted  for.  The  Overseers  are  allowed 
Paper  for  these  Reports.  Suffer  no  excuse  therefore  for  their 
non-compliance  every  Saturday  night,  that  you  may  be  enabled 
to  forward  a  copy  of  them  to  me  by  the  Wednesday's  Post  fol- 
lowing. And  as  it  is  not  only  satisfactory,  but  may  be  of  great 
utility,  to  know  the  state  of  the  weather  as  to  heat  and  cold 
but  drought  or  moisture,  prefix  as  usual  at  the  head  of  every 
weeks  report  a  meteorological  account  of  these.  The  thermom- 
eter which  is  at  Mount  Vernon  will  enable  you  to  do  the  first. 

The  work  essentially  necessary  to  be  done  by  my  Carpenters, 
and  wanting  the  most,  is,  compleating  the  New  Barn  at  Dogue 
Run  and  the  Sheds  there  for  horses  &ca.  Erecting  the  house 
for  Crow.  Repairing  my  house  in  Alexandria  for  Mrs.  Fanny 
Washington,  which  must  be  done  before  the  month  of  May, 
and  inclosing  the  lot  on  wch.  it  stands  for  a  Garden  or  Yard. 
Repairing  the  Millers  house.  Removing  the  largest  kind  of 
the  Negro  quarters  (the  smaller  ones  or  cabbins  I  presume  the 
people  with  a  little  assistance  of  Carts  can  do  themselves)  to 
the  ground  marked  out  for  them  opposite  to  Crows  new  house. 
Repairing  at  a  proper  time  those  he  will  remove  from.  Lend- 
ing aid  in  drawing  the  houses  at  River  farm  into  some  uniform 
shape  in  a  convenient  place.  Repairing  the  Barn  and  Stables  at 
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Muddy  hole.  Compleating  the  Dormant  Windows  in  the  back 
of  the  Stables  at  Mansion  house  and  putting  two  in  the  front  of 
it  agreeable  to  directions  already  given  to  Thomas  Green;  after 
which,  and  perhaps  doing  some  other  things  which  do  not 
occur  to  me  at  this  moment  my  intention  is  to  build  a  large 
Barn,  and  sheds  for  Stables  upon  the  plan  of  that  at  Dogue  run 
(if  on  trial  it  shall  be  found  to  answer  the  expectation  wch.  is 
formed  of  it)  at  River  farm. 

I  give  you  this  detail  of  Carpenters  work,  that  by  having  the 
whole  before  you  in  a  collected  view  you  may  be  better  able 
to  direct  the  execution  and  to  prevent  Green  from  flying  from 
one  thing  to  another  without  order  or  system  and  thereby  judg- 
ing whether  he  carries  it  on  with  that  dispatch  and  judgment 
wch.  is  necessary. 

As  you  know  my  anxiety  with  respect  to  the  substitution  of 
live  fences  in  place  of  dead  ones  (as  soon  and  as  fast  as  the 
nature  of  things  will  admit)  I  should  not  again  mention  it, 
were  it  not  that  this  is  the  season  for  saving  the  Haws  of  the 
thorn,  Berries  from  the  Cedar  trees,  and  such  things  as  are 
fit  for  the  purpose  of  hedging,  and  to  prevent  trimming  the 
Lombardy  poplar  and  willows,  that  the  cuttings  may  be  ap- 
plied to  this  use,  for  as  the  last  mentioned  are  of  very  quick 
growth  I  am  of  opinion  hedges  might  soon  be  raised  by  means 
of  these  wch.  will  be  competent  against  every  thing  but  Hogs, 
whilst  those  of  slower  growth  shall  be  coming  on  to  supply 
their  places,  whether  it  is  not  better  to  raise  Porke  in  Styes  is 
a  matter  worthy  of  consideration  for  I  believe  by  the  common 
mode  I  never  get  the  half  of  what  is  raised  by  the  Sows  espe- 
cially if  they  are  kept  in  good  order;  to  do  which  is  attended 
with  no  small  expence.01 

61  The  press  copy  has  been  re-inked  by  Washington,  in  doing  which  several  changes 
in  the  text  were  made.  The  Long  Island  Historical  Society  imprint  has  at  this  point 
the  following:  "and  to  have  them  stolen  afterwds.  is  vexatious." 
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When  I  left  home,  Davy  at  Muddy  hole  had  finished  getting 
out  his  Wheat,  and  had  nothing  but  the  security  of  his  Corn 
and  some  fencing,  to  employ  his  people  about  during  the 
fall  and  Winter.  I  was  induced  from  this  consideration,  and 
the  anxious  desire  I  have  to  reclaim,  and  lay  to  grass  my  Mill 
Swamp,  to  order  him  to  give  all  the  aid  he  could  to  McKoy 
in  the  accomplishment  of  this  work  but  it  really  appears  to  me 
that  the  fall,  fine  as  it  has  proved,  has  actually  been  spent  about 
I  know  not  in  what.  What  can  be  done  with  those  swamps, 
must  now  be  left  to  you,  and  to  the  state  the  weather  will 
put  them  in.  My  hope,  and  expectation  once,  was,  that  the 
second  lot  might  have  been  laid  to  grass  next  spring  if  not 
this  Fall  and  that  the  one  above  it,  would  have  been  ditched, 
grubbed  and  planted  in  Corn;  but  as  the  matter  now  stands  you 
must  be  governed  by  circumstances  and  your  own  view  of  the 
case  with  this  caution,  not  to  undertake  in  this  or  in  any  thing 
else  more  than  you  can  accomplish  well  recollecting  always 
that  a  thing  but  half  done  is  never  done,  and  well  done  is,  in 
a  manner  done  for  ever. 

At  McKoys,  I  staked  out  two  clover  lots  adjoining  the  Barn 
yard,  and  gave  him  and  Tom  Davis  (who  were  present)  my 
ideas  respecting  them.  The  sooner  they  can  be  inclosed,  espe- 
cially that  on  the  West  side,  next  the  Woods  the  better  as  it  is 
my  wish  to  plough  it  this  fall,  and  plant  Potatoes  therein  in 
the  spring.  Serving  that  on  the  East  side  of  the  Barn  in  like 
manner  next  year,  and  the  spot  which  was  in  oats,  adjoining 
thereto  the  year  following.  It  is  my  intention  also  to  run  a 
lane  from  the  first  gate  you  enter  going  into  this  farm  up  to 
the  Barn,  and  another  lane  from  the  woods  to  and  across  the 
meadow,  and  between  fields  No  3  and  5.  I  do  not  expect  that 
all  these  things  can  be  accomplished  in  a  moment,  but  having 
them  in  your  view  at  the  sametime  you  will  know  better  how 
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to  proceed.  As  all  the  wood  in  No  5  will  be  to  be  cleared  when 
that  field  comes  into  Corn,  it  will  be  proper  that  all  the  timber, 
Rails,  and  wood  that  is  wanted  for  the  farm  should  be  taken 
from  hence  as  far  as  it  will  go  and  cut  with  an  eye  to  this  event. 
One  of  the  grass  lots  at  Muddy  hole  the  South  western  one 
(pointed  out  to  Davy)  ought  to  be  plowed  up  this  fall  and 
planted  with  Potatoes  in  the  Spring.  And  at  Union  farm  it  is 
intended  to  take  of  [sic]  four  five  acre  lots  from  field  No  2 
directly  in  front  of  the  Barn  as  will  appear  clearly  by  the  sketch 
herewith  enclosed.  The  lots  marked  No  1  and  2  in  which, 
should  be  sowed  in  Feby.  or  beginning  of  March  with  Clover 
seed  on  the  Wheat.  At  the  River  farm  I  propose  three  lots  for 
Grass,  South  of  the  lane  in  front  of  the  Barn,  as  you  will  per- 
ceive by  another  sketch  also  enclosed.  What  will  be  done  with 
the  ground  between  the  Barn  at  that  place  and  No  6  when  the 
fence  comes  to  be  run  there,  is  left  to  yourself  to  decide  after 
taking  a  full  view  of  things  and  seeing  what  the  force  is  compe- 
tent to  in  fencing  (of  which  much  is  wanting)  &ca.  Stuart 
wishes  much  for  another  fellow  at  this  place,  and  as  that  boy 
Cyrus,  at  Mansion  house  is  now  nearly  a  man,  and  very  unfit  I 
believe  to  be  entrusted  with  horses  whose  feed  there  is  strong 
suspicions  he  misapplies  I  have  no  objection  to  your  sending 
there;  nor  should  I  have  to  your  disposing  of  any  of  the  others 
differently  from  what  they  are  after  you  have  taken  time  to 
consider  what  arrangements  can  be  made  for  the  best  and  most 
advantageous  purposes.  Thomas  Davis  and  Muclus  must,  how- 
ever be  considered  as  among  the  tradesmen;  and  when  not 
employed  in  making  and  laying  of  Bricks  and  other  jobs  in 
that  way  may  be  aiding  the  Carpenters,  and  the  fellow  called 
Muddy  hole  Will,  as  he  has  for  several  years  been  a  kind  of 
Overseer,  had  better  remain  in  his  present  station;  with  respect 
to  the  rest  I  have  no  choice  in  the  disposal  of  them. 
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There  is  nothing  which  stands  in  greater  need  of  regulation 
than  the  Waggons  and  Carts  which  always  whilst  I  was  at 
home  appeared  to  me  to  be  most  wretchedly  employed ;  first  in 
never  carrying  half  a  load;  2dly  in  flying  from  one  thing  to  an- 
other; and  thirdly  in  no  person  seeming  to  know  what  they 
really  did;  and  oftentimes  under  pretence  of  doing  this,  that, 
and  the  other  thing,  did  nothing  at  all;  or  what  was  tanta- 
mount to  it,  that  is,  instead  of  bringing  in,  or  carrying  to  any 
place,  full  loads  and  so  many  of  them  in  a  day;  the  Waggon,  or 
Cart  under  pretence  of  drawing  Wood,  or  carrying  staves  to 
the  Mill  wd.  go  to  the  places  from  whence  they  were  to  be  taken, 
and  go  to  sleep  perhaps;  and  return  with  not  more  than  half  a 
load.  Frequently  have  I  seen  a  Cart  go  from  the  mansion  house, 
or  from  the  river  side  to  the  new  Barn  with  little  or  no  more 
lime  or  sand  in  it  than  a  man  would  carry  on  his  back,  the  con- 
sequence of  this  was  that  the  Brick  layers  were  half  their  time 
idle,  for  it  required  no  more  time  to  make  the  trip  with  a  full 
load  than  it  did  with  half  a  load,  of  course  double  the  qty.  would 
have  been  transported  under  good  regulations. 

You  will  perceive  by  my  agreemt.  with  Elher,  the  Gardener 
that  he  and  his  wife  were  to  eat  of  the  victuals  that  went  from 
my  table  (in  the  Cellar)  instead  of  being  cooked  by  his  wife  as 
had  been  the  custom  with  them.  At  the  time  that  agreement 
was  made  I  kept  a  Table  for  Mrs.  Fanny  Washington,  but  as 
she  has  resolved  to  live  in  Alexandria,  this  will  no  longer  be 
kept  up;  and  therefore  it  would  be  best  I  should  conceive,  to  let 
them  return  to  the  old  mode  and  for  the  young  Gardener  to  eat 
with  them;  but  as  the  agreement  is  otherwise  I  would  not  force 
this  upon  them;  unless  it  is  their  own  choice  especially  if  Butler 
remains  there,  for  in  that  case  as  Lucy  (the  Cook)  must  get 
Victuals  for  him,  it  will  make  but  little  difference  whether  she 
gets  for  one  or  more;  you  will  therefore  do  what  seems  best  and 
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most  agreeable  in  this  matter  taking  care  that  they  have  a  full 
sufficiency  without  waste,  or  misapplication.  I  am  very  willing 
to  allow  them  enough,  and  of  such  provisions  day  by  day,  as  is 
wholesome  and  good,  but  no  more,  they  have,  each  of  them 
been  allowed  a  bottle  of  Beer  a  day,  and  this  must  be  continued 
to  them,  that  is,  a  quart  each,  for  when  I  am  from  home  it  will 
no  longer  be  bottled,  though  it  may  be  brewed  as  usual  as  the 
occasion  requires.  The  Gardener  has  too  great  a  propensity  to 
drink  and  behaves  improperly  when  in  liquor;  admonish  him 
against  it  as  much  as  you  can,  as  he  behaves  well  when  sober, 
understands  his  business,  and  I  believe  is  not  naturally  idle;  but 
only  so  when  occasioned  by  intoxication.  His  wife  has  been 
put  in  charge  of  the  Spinners;  that  is,  to  deliver  out  the  Wool 
and  flax,  and  receive  the  thread,  Yarn  &ca.;  she  seems  well  dis- 
posed; but  how  far  she  is  worthy  of  trust,  or  is  capable  of  hav- 
ing the  work  executed  properly ;  you  will  be  better  able  to  judge 
after  a  while,  than  I  am  now.  Method,  in  all  these  things,  is 
desirable,  and  after  it  is  once  adopted,  and  got  into  a  proper 
train  things  will  work  easy. 

Do  not  suffer  the  Quarter  Negro  Children  to  be  in  the 
Kitchen,  or  in  the  yards  unless  brought  there  on  business  as  be- 
sides its  being  a  bad  habit  they  too  frequently  are  breaking 
limbs  or  twigs  from,  or  doing  other  injury  to  my  shrubs  some 
of  which  at  a  considerable  expence,  have  been  propagated. 

From  some  complaints  made  by  my  Negroes  that  they  had 
not  a  sufficient  allowance  of  meal,  and  from  a  willingness  that 
they  should  have  enough  the  quantity  was  encreased  by  Mr. 
Whiting  so  as  to  amount  by  what  I  have  learnt  from  Mr.  Stuart 
to  profusion.  This  is  equally  an  error  on  the  other  side.  My 
wish  and  desire  is  that  they  should  have  as  much  as  they  can  eat 
without  waste  and  no  more.  Under  these  Ideas  I  request  you 
would  examine  into  this  matter  and  regulate  their  allowance 
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upon  just  principles.  I  always  used  to  lay  in  a  great  quantity 
of  Fish  for  them,  and  when  we  were  at  home  meat,  fat,  and 
other  things  were  now  and  then  given  to  them  besides:  But  it 
would  seem  (from  their  accts.  at  least)  that  the  Fish  which  was 
laid  in  for  them  last  Spring  have  disappeared  without  their 
deriving  much  benefit  from  them. 

By  this  time  I  expect  the  Hogs  that  were  put  up  for  Porke, 
either  are  killed,  or  are  fit  to  kill.  I  request,  after  every  person 
has  had  their  allowance  given  to  them,  that  the  residue  may  be 
made  into  Bacon,  and  due  attention  given  to  it;  for  almost 
every  year,  since  we  left  home,  half  of  it,  or  more,  has  been 
spoilt;  eitheir  for  want  of  salt,  or  want  of  proper  attention  in 
smoking  it;  if  not  spoiled  in  the  pickle.  Davy  at  Muddy  hole 
has  always  had  two  or  three  hundd.  weight  of  Porke  given  to 
him  at  killing  time,  and  I  believe  the  insides  of  the  Hogs,  that 
is,  the  hastlets,  Guts  (after  the  fat  is  stripped  off)  &ca.  is  given 
among  the  other  Negroes  at  the  different  places. 

After  the  drilled  Wheat  at  Union  farm  is  taken  of  [sic]  let 
particular  care  be  used  to  prevent  its  being  mixed  with  any 
other;  for,  if  it  answers  the  character  given  of  it,  it  will  be  a 
great  acquisition,  that,  and  the  drilled  Wheat  at  Stuarts  are  of 
the  same  kind,  and  were  sown  in  drills  that  the  ground  might 
be  worked  whilst  it  was  growing,  and  the  most  made  of  it  that 
can  be.  Whether  to  sow  the  ground  which  is  at  Union  farm 
(now  in  this  Wheat)  with  Buck  Wheat  and  grass  seeds  imme- 
diately after  harvest,  or  with  Buck  Wheat  alone  to  be  plowed 
in  for  manure  and  grass  seeds  afterwards  I  shall  leave  to  you 
to  decide.  I  shall  want  all  the  ground  within  that  Inclosure 
laid  down  with  grass  and  leave  the  manner  of  doing  it  to  you. 
And  as  the  other  parts  within  the  same  Inclosure,  as  also  in  that 
of  McKoys  was  sown  very  late  in  the  fall  with  grass  seeds  pray 
examine  them  attentively,  from  time  to  time,  and  if  you  shall 
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be  of  opinion  that  the  Seed  is  not  come  well,  or  is  too  thin, 
sprinkle  as  much  more  over  it  as  you  shall  deem  necessary,  as 
I  am  very  anxious  to  have  them  well  taken  and  without  delay 
with  grass.  The  Wheat  fields  at  Dogue  Run  are  to  be  sown 
in  the  month  of  February  or  March  with  grass  seeds;  No.  3 
with  Clover  alone.  The  other  with  Clover  and  Timothy,  or 
Clover  and  Orchard  grass  mixed  as  it  is  intended  to  be  laid 
to  grass. 

It  is  indispensibly  necessary  that  the  alteration  marked  out 
in  the  Mill  Race  should  be  accomplished  as  soon  as  possible  to 
prevent  the  waste  of  water  in  the  old  parts  (of  which  it  is  very 
scarce  except  at  times  of  the  greatest  plenty) ;  and  because  I 
am  at  more  expence  and  trouble  in  repairing  (after  every  heavy 
rain)  the  breaches,  in  the  parts  that  will  be  thrown  out,  than 
in  digging  the  new.  There  is  another  job  that  is  essential;  and 
that  is,  to  make  the  Post  and  Rail  fence  from  the  Millers  house 
up  to  the  trunnel  fence  which  runs  across  the  meadow,  or  to 
the  next  cross  fence  if  that  lot  is  cultivated  next  year  of  such 
stout  and  strong  materials  and  of  such  a  height  as  to  bid  de- 
fiance to  trespassers  of  every  kind,  among  wch.  the  worthless 
people  who  live  near  it  are  the  worst  as  I  am  satisfied  they  give 
every  aid  in  their  power  (which  can  be  done  without  discov- 
ery) to  let  in  their  Hogs.  The  whole  of  this  outer  fence,  will 
be,  I  am  sure,  to  be  done  anew;  but  it  can  only  be  accom- 
plished but  by  degrees.  However  let  that  which  is  done,  be 
compleated  effectually  as  well  by  a  good  and  sufficient  ditch  as 
by  a  strong  Post  and  rail  fence  along  which  if  a  hedge  of  Honey 
locust  could  be  got  to  grow  to  a  proper  size  it  would  form 
a  sufficient  barrier  against  bad  neighbours,  as  they  would  not 
I  conceive  attempt  to  cut  them  down  to  let  their  stock  in 
upon  me  which,  I  am  sure  is  the  case  at  present  as  without  the 
aids  which  some  of  them  derive  from  my  Inclosures  and  their 
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connexion  with  my  Negroes  they  would  be  unable  to  live  upon 
the  miserable  land  they  occupy. 

Whenever  the  field  No  3  at  Union  farm  is  preparing  for  a 
Crop,  which  was  intended  to  be  the  case  next  year  if  the  piece 
of  wood  within  is  touched  at  all,  let  there  be  a  handsome 
clump  of  trees  left  at  the  further  end  of  it  or  more  than  one 
according  to  the  shape  of  the  grd.  and  of  the  Wood. 

I  have,  frequently  pressed  it  upon  the  Superintendant  of  my 
business  at  Mount  Vernon  to  break  a  number  of  Steers  to  the 
yoke  that  no  set  of  Oxen  may  be  worked  low.  By  this  means 
they  would  grow  larger,  and  become  more  gentle.  The  advan- 
tages of  this  measure  are,  that  the  oxen  may  never  be  worked 
after  they  are  eight  years  of  age,  but  then  fatted  for  market; 
thus  by  having  a  number  of  them,  they  may,  by  frequent 
shifting,  always  be  in  good  order;  and  because,  as  they  are 
only  fed,  when  they  do  work,  and  at  other  times  only  partake 
of  the  fare  which  is  allowed  to  the  other  cattle,  twenty  yoke 
is  not  more  expensive  than  five  yoke. 

The  Potatoes  which  were  made  last  year,  except  such  as  you 
may  require  for  your  own  eating,  which  you  are  welcome  to, 
must  all  be  preserved  for  Seed;  and  will  be  short  enough,  I  fear, 
for  the  purposes  they  are  intended.  It  has  been  intimated  that 
several  of  the  large  stone  Jugs  which  were  sent  to  the  different 
farms  with  spirits  in  them  at  Harvest  has  never  yet  been  re- 
turned. Call  upon  the  several  Overseers  to  give  them  in  imme- 
diately, or  they  will  have  to  pay  for  them.  Inclosed  is  an 
Inventory  of  the  several  articles  which  are  in  the  Store  house 
at  Mansion  house  which  I  send  for  your  information.  Take 
an  account  of  what  is  delivered  from  thence,  to  whom,  and 
for  what  purpose,  that  it  may  be  known  how  things  go. 

There  is  one  thing  I  wish  to  impress  you  pretty  strongly  with, 
that  you  may  use  every  precaution  in  your  power  to  guard 
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against,  and  that  is,  suffering  my  horses  to  be  rode  at  unseason- 
able hours  in  the  night  without  your  knowledge  or  that  of  the 
Overseers.  No  doubt  rests  upon  my  mind  that  this  is  too  much 
practiced  and  is  one,  if  not  the  primary  cause  of  my  loosing  a 
number  of  horses;  the  poverty  of  others,  and  the  slinking  of 
foals  which  happens  so  frequently  that  I  make  a  miserable 
hand  of  breeding  Mules.  It  must  be  remembered  in  time,  that 
the  Jack  and  Stud  horse  are  advertised  for  covering  the  ensuing 
Season.  February  or  beginning  of  March;  however,  will  be  in 
time. 

I  am  told  that  the  Well  by  the  Quarter  is  rendered  useless  for 
want  of  a  proper  rope.  It  is  sometime  since  I  wrote  to  Mr. 
Lewis  to  get  a  hair  one  (for  none  other  answers  well)  from  the 
Rope  Maker  in  Alexandria,  but  what  he  has  done  in  it  I  know 
not.  He  will  be  able  to  inform  you;  and  he,  and  the  Gardeners 
wife,  will  let  you  know  what  Negroes  have  been  cloathed  and 
who  are  yet  to  Cloath,  with  the  means  of  doing  it. 

My  Superfine,  and  fine  flour  always  waits  for  directions  from 
me,  to  be  sold;  but  the  midlings  and  Ship  stuff  you  will  dispose 
of  whenever  you  can  get  a  suitable  price,  and  your  want  of 
money  may  require.  And  this  also  may  be  done  with  Beeves, 
Mutton  &ca;  after  supplying  the  several  demands  upon  the 
former,  where  it  has  not  already  been  done.  The  Miller  and 
Thomas  Green,  I  understand,  have  each  had  a  Beef,  the  weights 
of  which  will,  I  presume  be  given  to  you  by  Mr.  Lewis;  and  as 
it  will  exceed  their  allowance  of  this  article  they  must  account 
for  it  by  lessening  the  quantity  of  Porke,  or  be  charged  the 
(Alexandria)  market  price  for  it.  And  as  Thomas  Green  has 
drawn  in  the  course  of  last  year  more  Meal  from  my  Mill  than 
his  allowance  let  him  be  charged  with  the  Overplus  and  It  is 
necessary  you  should  know  that  he  is  always  craving  money 
and  other  things  but  let  him  no  more  than  his  dues,  for  he  is 
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in  debt  I  believe  to  every  body  and  whatever  is  advanced  be- 
yond would  probably  be  lost. 

I  have  directed  Mr.  Lewis  to  leave  with  you  an  Acct.  of  all 
the  money  he  has  paid,  and  what  (if  any)  may  remain  in  his 
hands.  And  it  is  my  request  that  you  will  pay  no  Accts.  (not  of 
your  own  contracting)  without  learning  from  him  that  they 
are  due,  or  first  sending  them  on  to  me ;  for  Mr.  Whiting  al- 
ways paid  as  he  went,  and  what  was  left  unpaid  either  by  him, 
or  contracted  after  his  death,  was  paid  to  the  utmost  farthing 
whilst  I  was  at  home.  So  that  I  know  of  nothing  remaining  un- 
paid except  the  Overseers  wages,  and  to  the  Weaver,  but  what 
has  fallen  under  Mr.  Lewis's  management  since  I  left  home, 
and  of  course  can  be  explained  by  him. 

Send  me  an  exact  account  of  the  quantity  of  Corn  made  at 
each  farm  and  the  yield  of  each  field.  I  directed  Mr.  Lewis  to 
have  a  certain  quantity,  at  each  farm  put  into  seperate  Corn 
houses  for  the  use  thereof;  and  the  residue  in  other  houses  for 
the  Mansion  house,  and  other  purposes,  and  I  hope  it  has  been 
done,  but  wish  to  be  informed.  The  keys  of  the  last  mentioned 
houses  I  did  not  intend  should  be  left  in  the  care  of  the  Over- 
seers, but  the  doors  well  secured  and,  the  keys  remain  in  your 
own  custody. 

As  your  family  may  be  the  better  accomodated  by  it,  I  wrote 
Mr.  Lewis  sometime  ago  that  you  might  lodge,  yourself,  in  the 
room  which  he  now  occupies;  and  I  repeat  it  to  you,  as  I  am 
willing  to  make  your  situation  as  comfortable  as  may  be. 

It  would  be  well  to  have  the  Seins  overhauled  immediately, 
that  if  new  ones  are  wanting,  or  the  old  ones  requiring  much 
repair,  they  may  be  set  about  without  loss  of  time;  for  if  this 
work  is  delayed  until  the  Spring  the  Sein  Netters  will  be  so 
much  employed,  as  to  disappoint  you  altogether  and  of  course 
my  people  of  Fish.  If  twine  is  not  to  be  had  in  Alexandria  let 
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me  know  it,  and  I  will,  by  the  first  vessel  afterwards  send  it 
from  hence. 

If  I  recollect  rightly,  Thomas  Green  is  allowed  a  certain 
quantity  of  Wood,  by  the  agreement  which  has  been  entered 
into  between  us  (by  the  old  one  I  know  it  was  so)  it  would  be 
well  therefore  to  have  the  quantity  carried  to  his  house  and 
corded  up  at  once,  otherwise  he  will  be  always  complaining, 
and  denying  that  the  quantity  (Six  cord  I  think  it  is)  has  been 
reed,  by  him. 

I  shall  write  to  you  if  nothing  extraordinary  prevents  it,  by 
every  Mondays  Post,  and  shall  expect  a  copy  of  the  Weekly 
reports  by  the  Mail  which  leaves  Alexandria  on  Thursday  if 
no  change  has  taken  place,  by  which  means  I  shall  write  to  you, 
and  receive  a  letter  from  you  every  Week  when  the  occurrences 
(not  contained  in  the  reports)  may  be  mentioned.  And  now, 
having  given  you  my  sentiments  upon  all  those  points  with 
which  my  recollection  has  furnished  me  I  have  only  to  add  that 
the  enclosed  letters  (which  are  sent  open  for  you  to  peruse  and 
then  to  put  wafers  in)  will  shew  the  person  to  whom  they  are 
directed  what  it  is  they  have  to  expect,  and  the  ground  they 
stand  upon.  Wishing  you  well  I  remain  etc. 

*To  WILLIAM  STUART 

Philadelphia,  December  23, 1793. 
Mr.  Stuart:  I  am  extremely  dissatisfied  at  your  not  com- 
mencing your  fall  Plowing  the  moment  the  Rains,  which 
began  the  latter  end  of  October,  and  continued  all  through  the 
month  of  Novr.,  put  the  ground  in  a  proper  state  for  it.  This 
neglect,  and  having  your  Wheat  yet  to  tread  out,  will,  with 
the  frosts,  snows,  and  Rains  of  Winter,  inevitably  defeat  all 
my  plans  for  the  next  year;  for  instead  of  having  the  ground 
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which  was  intended  for  Oats  and  Buck  wheat,  ready  to  receive 
the  first  early  in  March,  and  the  other  shortly  after:  and  the 
Corn  Ground  ready  for  listing;  all  will  be  to  be  broke  up  at 
that  time. 

This  is  an  extremely  mortifying  circumstance  to  me,  as  I  did 
not  intend  that  any  thing  should,  any  longer,  prevent  me  from 
adopting  my  system  of  rotation,  which  I  have  been  preparing 
to  carry  into  effect  for  some  years  past. 

I  have  given  Mr.  Pearce  full  power  and  authority  to  manage 
my  business  the  same  as  if  I  was  present  myself;  you  will  there- 
fore apply  to  him  for  what  is  wanting  on  the  farm,  and  follow 
his  directions  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  came  from  my 
own  mouth. 

You  will  shew  him  the  places  we  had  viewed  as  the  best  for 
the  reception  of  the  Negro  quarters,  that  when  the  time  shall 
arrive  at  which  they  can  be  moved  conveniently,  they  may  be 
placed  to  the  best  advantage.  Shew  him  the  place  on  which 
the  fence  between  No.  6  and  the  Orchard  Inclosure  used  to 
run,  and  where  it  ought  still  to  go,  to  keep  the  said  No.  6  to  the 
size  it  originally  was.  What  use  he  will  put  the  ground  to, 
which  lye  between  that  fence  (whenever  it  is  run)  and  the 
lane,  must  be  determined  by  circumstances.  He  may  be  shewn 
too,  in  what  manner  it  was  proposed  to  enlarge  the  lot  just 
before  your  door.  I  am  etc. 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

Philadelphia,  December  23, 1793. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  read  the  proposed  message  to  the  "Sachems, 
Chiefs  and  Warriors  of  the  Six  Nations"  and  approve  of  it, 
except  that  I  question  whether  the  8th.  and  the  nth.  para- 
graphs are  expressed  quite  strong  enough.  The  8th.  gives  too 
much  ground,  in  my  opinion,  to  expect  a  compliance  with 
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their  request  in  its  full  extent;  and  the  nth.  although  the  sense 
is  plain,  seems  hardly  decisive  enough  for  Indian  comprehen- 
sion and  there  shd.  be  no  misconception.  Yrs.  always. 

*To  HYLAND  CROW 

Philadelphia,  December  23, 1793. 

Mr.  Crow:  I  really  am  at  a  loss  for  words  to  express  my 
vexation  and  displeasure  at  your  neglect  in  plowing,  when  I 
told  you  how  anxious  I  was  that  this  business  should  be  carried 
on  with  all  the  dispatch  in  your  power,  the  moment  the  ground 
was  softened  by  Rains;  when  I  had  pointed  out  to  you  the 
quantity  you  had  to  flush  up  during  the  fall,  to  prepare  for 
the  Crops  I  named  to  you;  and  when  you  knew  that  I  had, 
during  my  stay  at  home,  made  several  attempts  to  begin  this 
work  at  D:  Run,  but  was  obliged  to  desist  because  the  earth 
was  so  dry  and  hard  as  not  to  be  broke  without  killing  the 
horses.  And  this  neglect  is  the  more  extraordinary  as  it  does 
not  appear  that  you  have  tread  a  single  bed  of  Wheat  from  the 
Stacks  in  No.  3.  By  this  unaccountable  management  I  have 
now  all  that  Wheat  to  get  out,  amidst  the  frosts,  Snows,  and 
rains  of  Winter;  and  shall  have  350  Acres  of  ground,  (from 
the  same  causes)  to  flush  up  at  a  season  of  the  year  when  the 
fields  ought  to  be  in  a  state  of  high  preparation  for  the  recep- 
tion of  Oats ;  for  sowing  Buck  Wheat  for  Manure ;  and  planting 
of  Corn. 

How  am  I  to  account  for  this  ?  Mr.  Lewis  has  said  for  you, 
that  you  were  ordered  to  gather  Corn;  but  were  you  not 
ordered  also  to  Plow;  and  told  where:  could  not  both  have 
been  carried  on  at  the  same  ?  Was  not  this  always  my  practice  ? 
Has  your  Crop  of  Corn  turnd  out  so  large  as  to  have  employed 
your  whole  time  ever  since  I  left  home?  I  wish  you  may 
find  it  so. 
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In  a  word  I  have  been  so  much  disturbed  at  your  insufferable 
neglect  that  it  is  with  difficulty  I  have  been  constrained  from 
ordering  you  instantly  off  the  Plantation.  My  whole  place  for 
next  year  is  ruined  by  your  conduct.  And  look  ye,  Mr.  Crow, 
I  have  too  good  reasons  to  believe  that  your  running  about, 
and  entertaining  company  at  home,  contrary  to  your  agree- 
ment (by  which  my  business  is  unattended)  is  the  cause  of 
this,  now,  irremediable  evil  in  the  progress  of  my  business; 
and  I  do  hereby  give  you  notice,  that  I  have  now  (I  hope  and 
believe)  got  a  Person  of  property,  character,  and  judgment  to 
Manage  my  business,  and  that  he  is  not  only  authorised,  but 
expressly  ordered  if  those  practices  are  not  departed  from;  if 
you  are  not  constantly  with  your  people;  or  if  you  do  not 
comply  with  your  agreement  (which  is  sent  to  him)  most 
strictly  (as  I  will  do  with  mine)  to  turn  you  off  the  plantation 
at  any  season  of  the  year,  and  not  to  pay  you  one  shilling:  you 
may  sue,  if  you  please,  and  your  agreement  shall  be  given 
in  bar. 

I  sent  a  horse  to  you  for  the  Plow,  because  I  never  intended 
(as  he  had  got  stiff  and  unfit  for  the  road)  that  he  should  ever 
go  out  of  a  walk;  instead  of  which  I  learn  you  were  figuring 
away  at  the  races  with  him,  and  have  converted  him  into  the 
very  thing,  I  parted  with  because  of  his  unfitness  for.  I  am  very 
willing  and  desirous  to  be  your  friend,  but  if  your  conduct  does 
not  merit  it,  you  must  abide  the  consequences  from  Yrs. 

*  To  HENRY  McKOY 

Philadelphia,  December  23, 1793. 
Mr.  McKoy :  You  may  well  conceive  how  disappointed  and 
vexed  I  have  been  at  the  manner  in  which  your  plowing  has 
been  carried  on  since  the  rains,  which  set  in  the  latter  end  of 
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October,  put  the  ground  in  order  to  be  flushed.  Had  you  forgot 
the  repeated  charges  I  gave  you  on  this  head,  and  the  early 
attempts  that  were  made,  but  discontinued,  on  account  of  the 
drought,  and  the  hardness  of  the  ground  ?  Did  you  forget,  that 
I  told  you  there  were  three  fields  to  flush  up  this  fall;  and 
that  all  of  them,  but  one  in  particular  was  so  wet  that  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  work  it  after  the  rains  set  in,  until  late 
in  the  Spring  ?  And  did  you  forget  moreover  that  I  charged 
you  to  have  your  plows  in  order,  that  not  a  moment  might  be 
lost  when  the  ground  was  in  such  a  state  as  to  admit  plowing 
to  advantage  ?  How  durst  you  disobey  this  order,  and  instead 
of  bringing  the  whole  force  of  your  plows  to  this  you  employ 
them  now  and  then  only,  or  one  or  two  a  week,  as  if  it  were 
for  amusement  ?  thereby  doing  everything  which  was  in  your 
power  to  derange  my  whole  plan  for  the  next  year;  the  proba- 
bility now  being,  that  the  frosts,  the  Snows  and  the  Rains  of  the 
Winter,  which  makes  the  ground  at  Dogue  Run  extremely  wet 
and  heavy,  will  prevent  your  plowing  till  the  Spring  months ; 
when  the  Oats,  and  Buck  Wheat  for  Manure,  ought  to  be 
sown;  and  Corn  planting  will  be  coming  on. 

What  excuse  can  you  have  for  this  neglect  ?  Was  it  the  great 
quantity  of  Corn  you  made  ?  God  knows  there  will  be  little 
enough  of  that  I  fear;  Was  it  [the]  great  quantity  of  Meadow 
you  prepared  in  the  Mill  swamp  ?  Of  this  you  did  nothing. 
In  short,  since  the  month  of  October,  the  principal  part  of  your 
work  seems  to  have  been  to  level  a  little  dirt  that  was  thrown 
out  of  the  Ditch  below  your  House.  I  bore  more  of  this  when 
I  was  at  home  than  I  should  have  done,  on  account  of  the  ill- 
ness with  which  you  were  afflicted,  but  I  now  desire  you  to 
be  impressed  with  this  belief,  that  the  person  who  has  now 
undertaken  the  superintendency  of  my  Estate  is  a  man  of  prop- 
erty, of  good  character,  and  well  skilled  in  the  business  he  is 
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employed  in;  and  that  he  is  not  only  vested  with  authority,  but 
has  it  in  positive  orders,  that  if  you  are  not  attentive  to  your 
business  in  all  its  parts.  If  you  are  not  constantly  at  home,  and 
with  your  people;  and  executing  with  fidelity  and  strictness, 
the  articles  to  which  you  are  bound  by  the  Agreement  you  have 
entered  into  (and  which  he  is  in  possession  of)  to  turn  you  of 
the  Plantation  at  any  season  of  the  year  without  paying  you  a 
shilling.  My  money  is  to  be  paid,  and  the  allowances  are  to  be 
made,  for  services  which  are  expressed,  and  stipulated  on  your 
part.  If  these  are  rendered  with  industry  and  good  faith,  the 
obligations  on  mine  shall  be  fulfilled  with  great  punctuality. 
But  If  I  suffer  by  your  neglect,  you  shall  not  benefit  by  the 
money  of  one,  who  wishes  to  be  your  friend,  if  your  conduct 
will  entitle  you  to  it  from  Yours. 

*  To  THOMAS  GREEN 

Philadelphia,  December  23, 1793. 

Thomas :  It  is  eight  weeks  this  day  since  I  left  Mount  Vernon. 
And  what  have  you  done  ?  Not  a  stroke  to  Crows  House  so 
late  as  the  15th.  of  this  month  (the  date  of  the  last  report).  Not 
a  stroke  to  the  sheds  at  Dogue  run  Barn.  Very  little  that  I  can 
discover  to  the  Barn  itself;  And  scarcely  anything  else,  except 
running  to  Alexandria  and  repairing  your  own  house.  In  doing 
which  (by  your  own  reports)  you  have  employed  Tom  Davis 
and  Muclus  62  days,  at  a  time  too,  when,  on  account  of 

the  season  of  the  year,  not  one  man  out  of  their  labour  ought 
to  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  out  doors  work  on  Crows 
house,  and  the  Walls  of  the  Barn  sheds. 

Is  it  possible  for  any  misconduct,  or  impudence  to  exceed  this 
transaction  ?  when  you  knew  how  extremely  anxious  I  was  to 

'"Blank  in  the  press  copy. 
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get  the  Brick  work  of  these  buildings  done  before  the  frosts 
set  in  and  when  I  had  told  you  in  the  most  explicit  language 
I  was  able,  that  my  Carpenters  should  stick  close  to  those  works 
until  they  were  compleated;  and  that  this  was  the  case  while 
I  remained  at  home,  you  know,  yet,  notwithstanding  my  anxi- 
ety on  this  head;  notwithstanding  my  express  orders  on  the 
occasion;  No  sooner  was  my  back  turned  than  every  man  set 
about  what  pleased  him  best;  and,  as  usual,  I  have  got  little 
or  nothing  done. 

I  know  full  well,  that  to  speak  to  you  is  of  no  more  avail, 
than  to  speak  to  a  bird  that  is  flying  over  one's  head;  first, 
because  you  are  lost  to  all  sense  of  shame,  and  to  every  feeling 
that  ought  to  govern  an  honest  man,  who  sets  any  store  by  his 
character;  and  secondly,  because  you  have  no  more  command 
of  the  people  over  whom  you  are  placed,  than  I  have  over  the 
beasts  of  the  forists:  for  if  they  chuse  to  work,  they  may;  if 
they  do  not  you  have  not  influence  enough  to  make  them;  or 
if  they  incline  to  do  one  sort  work  (only  for  an  excuse  to  be 
idle,  or  to  be  after  their  own  pranks)  you  cannot  compel  them 
to  do  another:  why  else  has  Isaac  been  the  Lord  knows  how 
long  getting  [  ]  when  I  expressly  ordered  that  Nothing 
should  take  them63  from  the  work  I  left  you  engaged  in,  until 
it  was  compleated  ?  And  how  durst  you,  take  Tom  Davis  from 
the  Brick  work  I  directed  him  to  execute,  before  it  was  done  in 
order  to  execute  your  own  projects. 

Although  you  pay  so  little  regard  to  my  orders  at  a  distance, 
and  your  time,  and  those  of  my  Carpenters  are  so  miserably 
mispent,  it  may  be  well  for  you  to  know  that,  I  have  got  a  per- 
son now,  who  is  not  only  a  man  of  character,  but  is  also  a 
good  judge  of  Work;  and,  that  he  has  not  only  the  authority, 

83  Negro  carpenters. 
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but  he  has  my  express  orders,  if  he  finds  you  inattentive  to 
your  duty,  in  any  respect  whatsoever,  unable  to  govern  the 
people  who  are  placed  under  you,  or  to  regulate  their  work  to 
the  best  advantage;  or  finds  you  departing  from  the  articles 
of  your  agreement,  to  discharge  you  that  momt.;  and  to  dis- 
posses  your  family  of  the  house  they  are  in;  for  I  cannot,  nor 
will  not  submit  to  such  infamous  treatment  as  I  meet  with 
from  you,  however  well  disposed  I  may  be  to  befriend  them, 
or  wish  to  be  your  friend,  if  you  would  let  me. 

*To  JOHN  CHRISTIAN  EHLER 

Philadelphia,  December  23, 1793. 

Mr.  Ehler :  By  a  vessel  which  left  this  City  ten  or  twelve  days 
ago  I  sent  you  Graffs  of  several  kinds  of  fruit,  according  to  a  list 
which  was  enclosed  to  Mr.  Lewis,  and  which  I  presume  he 
gave  you. 

I  now  give  you  a  letter  to  a  Gentleman  living  about  12  miles 
from  you,  where  there  used  to  be,  and  I  dare  say  still  is,  a  great 
variety  of  choice  applies  and  other  fruits.  Go  then  when  you 
find  it  convenient,  for  them,  and  it  may  be  done  by  land  or 
water,  as  you  like  best.  Do  not  omit  grafting  a  good  many  of 
the  Golden  Pippin  which  grows  in  my  own  Orchard. 

I  expect  Mr.  Pearce  who  is  to  superintend  my  business  will 
be  at  Mount  Vernon  by  the  time  this  letter  will  get  to  your 
hands,  and  I  expect  you  will  observe  his  directions,  and  pay  the 
same  attention  to  any  regulations  he  may  establish,  as  if  they 
were  given,  and  made  by  myself;  the  same  will  be  expectd 
from  your  wife,  and  from  John.  The  last  of  whom,  that  is 
John,  you  may  inform,  has  displeased  me,  by  giving  himself 
impudent  airs,  in  saying  he  would  not  have  this  thing,  nor  he 
would  not  have  that  thing,  because  they  were  either  not  good 
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enough,  or  not  made  to  his  liking.  You  may  tell  him  from  me, 
that  this  is  neither  the  way  to  make  me  his  friend,  or  to  get  bet- 
ter things.  The  way  to  obtain  them  is  to  ask  for  what  he  wants 
modestly,  without  wch.  he  will  not  get  them  at  all,  or  at  least 
nothing  more  than  what  is  absolutely  necessary. 

I  hope,  and  do  expect,  that  you  will  use  your  best  exertions  in 
planting  out  trees;  making  good  the  hedges,  Keeping  the  Gar- 
dens, the  Lawns,  and  the  Vineyard  in  order,  with  such  other 
things  as  was  to  have  been  done  last  winter  but  were  not  then 
accomplished.  And  as  I  have  desired  Mr.  Pearce  to  have  cut- 
tings of  the  Lombardy  Poplar,  and  the  Willows  planted  along 
the  ditches  at  the  Plantations,  for  hedges,  do  not  trim  those 
along  the  Walks,  or  elsewhere  until  they  are  wanted  for  this 
purpose. 

I  shall  not  close  this  letter  with  out  exhorting  you  to  refrain 
from  Spirituous  liquors,  they  will  prove  your  ruin  if  you  do 
not.  Consider  how  little  a  drunken  Man  differs  from  a  beast; 
the  latter  is  not  endowed  with  reason,  the  former  deprives  him- 
self of  it;  and  when  that  is  the  case  acts  like  a  brute;  annoying, 
and  disturbing  everyone  around  him.  But  this  is  not  all,  nor  as 
it  respects  himself  the  worst  of  it;  By  degrees  it  renders  a  per- 
son feeble  and  not  only  unable  to  serve  others  but  to  help  him- 
self, and  being  an  act  of  his  own  he  fall[s]  from  a  state  of 
usefulness  into  contempt  and  at  length  suffers,  if  not  perishes 
in  penury  and  want. 

Don't  let  this  be  your  case.  Shew  yourself  more  of  a  man, 
and  a  Christian,  than  to  yield  to  so  intolerable  a  vice;  which 
cannot,  I  am  certain  (to  the  greatest  lover  of  liquor)  give  more 
pleasure  to  sip  in  the  poison  (for  it  is  no  better)  than  the  conse- 
quences of  it  in  bad  behaviour,  at  the  moment,  and  the  more 
serious  evils  produced  by  it  afterward,  must  give  pain.  I  am 
Your  friend. 
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To  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 
(Private) 

Philadelphia,  December  24, 1793. 

My  dear  Sir :  It  was  my  wish,  for  many  reasons  (needless  to 
enumerate)  to  have  retained  Mr.  Jefferson  in  administration, 
to  the  end  of  the  present  Session  of  Congress,  but  he  is  so  decid- 
edly opposed  to  it,  that  I  can  no  longer  hint  this  to  him. 

I  now  wish  for  your  permission  to  nominate  you  to  it,  the 
office  of  Secretary  of  State,  and  will  add,  that  your  compliance 
would  give  me  pleasure.  Mr.  Jefferson  will  quit  it  the  last  day 
of  this  month  and  proposes  to  set  out  for  Virginia  a  few  days 
afterwards.  I  am  always,  &c.84 

•To  GOVERNOR  GEORGE  CLINTON 

Philadelphia,  December  25 ,1793. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  18th.  instt.  enclosing  a  statement 
of  sales  of  lots  in  Coxburgh,  belonging  to  us,  has  been  duly  re- 
ceived; and  I  thank  you  for  the  particular  manner  in  which 
they  are  rendered.  I  did  not  mean  to  give  you  so  much  trouble; 
to  know  summarily  what  had  been  sold  and  what  remained 
on  hand,  was  all  I  had  in  view. 

I  hereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  Bank  note  (New 
York)  for  Sixteen  hundred  and  fifty  nine  50/100  dollars  being 
the  Balle.  pr.  acct.  stated  on  the  sales  above  mentioned. 

Mrs.  Washington  joins  me  in  offering  you,  Mrs.  Clinton  and 
family  the  compliments  of  the  Season  and  the  happy  return  of 
many,  many  of  them.  With  great  and  sincere  friendship  I  am  etc. 

64 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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*  To  CHIEF  JUSTICE  GEORGE  READ65 

Philadelphia,  December  26, 1793. 

Dear  Sir:  Two  of  the  unhappy  female  fugitives  from  St.  Do- 
mingo have  (as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  letters)  laid  their 
distresses  before  me;  which,  if  true  in  the  degree  they  have 
stated,  merits  much  commiseration.  But  I  have  received  so 
many  applications  of  a  similar  nature  and  some  of  them  from 
Imposters,  that  I  find  it  necessary  to  guard  what  little  relief  I 
am  able  to  afford,  against  imposition.  For  this  reason,  and  be- 
cause I  am  not  well  acquainted  with  any  other  Gentleman  in 
Newcastle  (from  whence  the  letters  came)  I  have  taken  the  lib- 
erty of  putting  my  answer  to  them,  under  cover  to  you,  open, 
that  if  upon  enquiry  the  authors  are  found  to  merit  relief  it  may 
be  sealed  and  handed  to  them,  if  on  the  other  hand  it  should 
prove  a  fictitious  tale  it  may  be  returned  to  me. 

I  will  make  no  apology  for  giving  you  this  trouble  because, 
to  be  employed  in  acts  of  humanity  cannot,  I  am  sure,  be  disa- 
greeable to  such  a  mind  as  yours.  With  very  great  etseem  etc.66 

*  To  MADAMES  LAURENT  DE  SAXI J 
AND  LAURENT  DE  VERNEUIL 

Philadelphia,  December  26, 1793. 

Madames :  I  have  been  favored  with  your  letters  of  the  6th. 
and  10th.  of  the  present  month,  but  not  in  due  time. 

I  wish  my  resources  were  equal  to  the  relief  of  the  distresses 
which  you,  and  many  others  under  like  circumstances  have 
described.  But  the  truth  is,  my  private  purse  is  inadequate,  and 
there  is  no  public  money  at  my  disposal. 

60 Read  was  then  chief  justice  of  Delaware. 

68 From  a  photostat  of  the  original  presented  by  the  Hon.  Richard  S.  Rodney,  of 
Wilmington,  Del. 
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Such  as  the  first  was  competent  to,  I  placed  early  in  the  hands 
of  a  Committee  in  this  City,  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  benefit 
of  the  unfortunate  Sufferers  from  St.  Domingo  whose  neces- 
sities were  greatest  and  means  least. 

I  prefered  this  mode  of  contributing  my  mite,  ist.  because  it 
was  not  in  my  power  to  enquire  into  the  degree  of  individual 
wants;  2dly.  because  I  did  not  possess  the  means  of  adminis- 
tering to  them  in  the  extent  which  might  be  required,  and 
3<dly.  to  guard  against  impositions,  several  of  which  had  been 
attempted  with  success. 

In  almost  every  City  and  large  Town  in  the  United  States, 
Committees  similar  to  the  one  I  have  already  mentioned,  are 
established.  To  the  one  nearest  you,  I  should  conceive  it  might 
be  well  to  make  your  case  known.  In  the  meanwhile  to  sup- 
ply your  momentary  wants  I  send  you  Twenty  five  dollars  in 
Bank  notes. 

With  very  poignant  feelings  for  the  distress  you  describe 
yourselves  to  be  in  I  am  etc. 

*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  December  28, 1793. 
Mr.  Pearce :  Your  letter  of  the  24th.  instant  from  Kent  County 
in  Maryland  came  to  hand  yesterday.  I  am  sorry  to  find  you 
had  not  then  removed  to  Mount  Vernon,  and  am  concerned 
for  the  cause  of  your  detention.  Acts  of  Providence  no  human 
foresight  can  guard  against,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  submit  to 
them.  In  the  situation  you  describe  your  daughter  to  be,  I  cer- 
tainly should  not  have  desired  you  to  leave  her;  however 
inconvenient,  and  injurious  your  not  doing  it,  is  to  me:  the 
last  of  which  has  been,  and  will  continue  to  be  very  injurious, 
among  other  things,  on  Account  of  the  Hogs  which  were  up 
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for  Porke,  and  with  which  no  body  at  Mount  Vernon  will 
know  what  to  do,  especically  as  your  arrival  at  that  place  has 
been  expected  ever  since  the  20th.  of  this  month,  agreeably  to 
the  advice  I  had  communicated  to  my  Nephew  Mr.  Lewis; 
who  is  young  and  entirely  unacquainted  with  everything  of 
this  sort;  and  is  only  left  there  merely  to  keep  things  together 
until  you  were  present  to  take  charge  of  them. 

By  the  Post,  several  days  ago,  I  wrote  very  fully  to  you  in  two 
letters,  giving  you  my  sentiments  on  every  thing  which  had 
occurred  to  me  that  I  conceived  it  might  be  necessary  for  you 
to  be  informed  in,  respecting  my  business,  these  letters  were 
sent  under  cover  to  Mr.  Lewis,  and  you  will  find  them  at  Mt. 
Vernon.  You  will  perceive  by  them,  and  others  enclosed  in 
them,  to  my  Overseers  how  much  I  have  been  dissatisfied  with 
the  conduct  of  the  latter  since  I  left  home  in  October.  I  shall 
not  repeat  it  here.  How  far  it  may  be  in  your  power,  by  con- 
siderable exertions,  to  recover  the  business  from  their  neglects 
will  depend  very  much  upon  the  nature  of  the  Winter  and 
Spring. 

I  had,  in  order  to  make  your  situation  at  Mount  Vernon 
more  comfortable  (even  if  you  had  removed  with  your  whole 
family,  as  you  will  perceive  by  one  of  the  letters  which  you 
will  find  there)  offered  you  the  room  in  the  house  which  Mr. 
Lewis  usually  lodges  in,  and  you  may,  as  your  own  furniture 
can  not  now  be  got  round  until  the  Winter  frosts  are  passed, 
make  use  of  any  of  mine  which  you  shall  find  necessary  to  your 
comfort  and  convenience  'till  this  happens;  and  you  are  very 
welcome  to  such  provisions  from  my  Meat  house  &ca.  as  you 
shall  find  occasion  for. 

I  shall  only  add  my  best  wishes  for  the  restoration  of  health 
to  your  afflicted  daughter,  and  that  I  am  etc. 
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To  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

United  States,  December  30, 1793. 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives :  I  now  transmit 
you  a  report  by  the  Secy,  of  State,  of  such  laws,  decrees  and 
ordinances,  or  their  substance,  respecting  commerce  in  the 
countries  with  which  the  United  States  have  commercial  inter- 
course, as  he  has  received,  and  had  not  stated  in  his  report  of 
the  sixteenth  instant.67 

To  THE  SENATE  AND 
THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

United  States,  December  30, 1793. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives: I  lay  before  you  for  your  consideration  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  informing  me  of  certain  impediments,  which 
have  arisen,  to  the  coinage  of  the  precious  metals  at  the  Mint. 

As  also,  a  letter  from  the  same  officer  relative  to  certain 
advances  of  money,  which  have  been  made  on  public  account. 
Should  you  think  proper  to  sanction  what  has  been  done,  or  be 
of  opinion  that  anything  more  shall  be  done  in  the  same  way, 
you  will  judge  whether  there  are  not  circumstances  which 
would  render  secrecy  expedient.67 

*To  REVEREND  WILLIAM  WHITE 

(Private) 

Philadelphia,  December  31, 1793. 
Dear  Sir:  It  has  been  my  intention  ever  since  my  return  to  the 
City,  to  contribute  my  mite  towards  the  relief  of  the  most  needy 

wFrom  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Tapers. 
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Inhabitants  of  it.  The  pressure  of  public  business  hitherto,  has 
suspended,  but  not  altered  my  resolution.  I  am  at  a  loss,  how- 
ever, for  whose  benefit  to  apply  the  little  I  can  give,  and  into 
whose  hands  to  place  it;  whether  for  the  use  of  the  fatherless 
children  and  widows  (made  so  by  the  late  calamity)  who  may 
find  it  difficult,  whilst  Provisions,  Wood  and  other  necessaries 
are  so  dear,  to  support  themselves;  or  to  other  and  better  pur- 
pose (if  any)  I  know  not  and  therefore  have  taken  the  liberty 
of  asking  your  advice. 

I  persuade  myself  justice  will  be  done  my  motives  for  giving 
you  this  trouble.  To  obtain  information,  and  to  render  the  lit- 
tle I  can  afford  without  ostentation  or  mention  of  my  name  are 
the  sole  objects  of  these  enquiries.  With  great  and  sincere  es- 
teem &c. 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Tuesday,  December  31, 1793. 
Dear  Sir:  I  perceive  by  the  Gazettes,  that  the  Philosophical 
Society  of  this  City,  is  required  to  meet  on  friday  next.  I  am 
reminded  by  it,  to  ask  if  the  names  of  Buchan  and  Anderson 
have  ever  yet  been  proposed  as  Members  ?  Yours  always.68 

ARTICLES  OF  AGREEMENT 

[i793-] 
Articles  of  Agreement  entered  into  between  George  Wash- 
ington of  Mount  Vernon  in  Virginia,  at  present  President  of 
the  United  States  and  residing  in  Philadelphia  of  the  one  part, 
and  of  the  County  of  Westmoreland  and  State  aforesaid 

House  Carpenter  and  Joiner  of  the  other  part,  Witness  that  the 
said  for  the  wages  and  other  considerations  hereafter 

mentioned,  doth  oblige  himself  and  four  Negro  Carpenters 

68  From  the  Jefferson  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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belonging  to  him,  who  he  engages  to  be  good  workmen,  to  wit, 
to  serve  the  said  George  Washington  one  year  from  the 
time  they  shall  enter  upon  the  execution  of  their  duties  at 
Mount  Vernon  (which  he  promises  shall  be  on  or  before  the 
day  of  next  ensuing.  During  which  time  he,  and 

they,  will  conduct  themselves  soberly,  honestly  and  diligently 
in  whatever  business  (in  the  line  of  their  profession)  they  shall 
be  employed  in.  That  he  will  besides  attending  to  his  own, 
superintend  all  such  Negro  Carpenters  belonging  to  the  said 
George  Washington  as  shall  be  placed  under  his  care  and  di- 
rection; and  to  the  utmost  of  his  skill  and  industry,  so  order 
and  contrive  the  work  for  the  whole,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  to 
carry  it  on  to  the  best  advantage  and  with  the  greatest  facility. 
That  he  will  be  particularly  attentive  as  well  to  the  conduct  of 
his  own  as  to  such  other  Carpenters  as  may  be  entrusted  to  him, 
suffering  no  idleness  when  they  are  in  health,  nor  no  neglect  of 
them  when  sick.  That  he  will  cause  proper  care  to  be  taken 
of  the  Tools,  and  see  them  forthcoming  whenever  called  for; 
or  a  satisfactory  account  rendered  of  them  if  they  are  not. 
That  he  will  enter  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose  an  acct 
of  all  the  Work  which  has  been  done  by  himself  and  the  Car- 
penters over  whom  he  is  placed,  and  report  the  same  weekly. 
That  he  will  never  be  away  from  his  people  when  they  are  at 
work  and  he  is  in  health ;  nor  be  absent  from  his  duty  without 
permission  from  the  said  George  Washington  or  his  Manager; 
but  on  the  contrary,  by  close  attention,  and  an  industrious  con- 
duct, will  set  an  example  to  them  worthy  of  imitation.  And 
Whereas  it  too  often  happens  that  men  (regardless  of  their  en- 
gagements and  of  course  their  reputation)  when  working  on 
standing  wages  are  apt  to  be  idle,  careless  and  indifferent  to  the 
interest  of  their  Employers,  thereby  setting  the  reverse  of  good 
examples,  it  is  hereby  clearly  understood  and  expressly  agreed 
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to  by  the  said  that  he  will  be  at  his  business  as  soon  as 

it  is  light,  and  remain  thereat  until  dark,  when  he  is  in  health ; 
and  when  not  employed  in  laying  out,  or  marking  off  work  for 
others,  that  he  will  labour  as  faithfully,  and  as  effectually  as 
any  hand  under  him;  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  fulfilling  this 
agreement  as  for  the  good  example  he  would  set  by  so  doing 
to  those  who  are  under  his  care,  and  who  are  not  so  ignorant 
(knowing  this  is  required  of  him)  as  not  to  relax  as  he  re- 
laxes, and  be  idle  in  proportion  as  he  is  idle;  because  all  of  them 
have  discernment  enough  to  know  that  no  man  can,  with  pro- 
priety, or  a  good  conscience,  correct  others  for  a  fault  he  is 
guilty  of  himself;  the  consequence  of  which  is,  that  indolence 
and  sloth  take  possession  of  the  whole.  Lastly,  the  said 
doth  hereby  oblige  himself,  during  the  term  aforesaid,  to  con- 
form to  all  orders  and  directions  in  the  line  of  his  business,  or 
in  any  other  that  is  reasonable  (his  time  being  paid  for  by  the 
said  George  Washington)  which  he  the  said  George  Washing- 
ton, or  person  having  the  general  Superintendency  of  his  busi- 
ness, shall  require.  In  consideration  of  these  Services  well  and 
truly  performed  on  the  part  of  the  said  and  his  four 

Negro  Carpenters  before  named,  the  said  George  Washington 
doth  hereby  oblige  himself  to  pay  the  said  the  sum  of 

ten  pounds  pr  Kalender  month — estimating  dollars  at  Six  shil- 
lings and  other  gold  and  silver  at  that  rate;  for  the  hire  of  the 
said  and  the  four  Negro  Carpenters  before  mentioned; 

and  in  that  proportion  in  case  any  of  them  should  be  unable  to 
come,  or  die  in  the  service  after  they  have  entered  upon  it.  The 
said  George  Washington  doth  moreover  agree  to  furnish  the  said 
and  his  four  Negro  Carpenters  with  provisions;  himself 
with  lbs.  of  Porke  or  Beef,  and  bushels  of  Indian 

Meal  or  midling  flour  equivalent  in  value,  thereto;  and  his 
Negros  with  the  same  provisions  in  quantity  and  quality  as 
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his  own  Negro  Carpenters  are  allowed  And  will  provide  the 
whole  with  Tools,  and  pay  their  taxes.  He  also  agrees  to  fur- 
nish the  said  with  a  house  to  live  in,  or  if  this  cannot  be 
done  in  time,  conveniently,  then,  and  in  that  case,  a  room  sep- 
erate  and  distinct  from  any  other  person  or  persons.  But  the 
said  is  to  provide  his  own  bed  and  necessaries;  as  also 
such  kind  of  bedding  as  he  chuses  to  allow  his  own  Negros. 
For  the  true  and  faithful  performance  of  this  agreement,  the 
parties  do  bind  themselves  each  to  the  other  in  the  sum  of 
pounds  this  day  of  I793-69 


*  ROTATIONS  OF  CROPS  FOR  DOGUE  RUN 

Rotation  No  1 


1) 
O    <u 

5 

1793 

1794 

1795 

1796 

1797 

1798 

1799 

3 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 

Wheat 

B  Wheat 

for 
Manure 

Wheat 

Clover  or 
Grass 

Clover  or 
Grass 

Clover 
or  Grass 

4 

Clover  or 
Grass 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 

Wheat 

B  Wheat 

for 
Manure 

Wheat 

Clover  or 
Grass 

Clover 
or  Grass 

5 

Clover  or 
Grass 

Clover  or 
Grass 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 

Wheat 

B  Wheat 

for 
Manure 

Wheat 

Clover 
or  Grass 

6 

Clover  or 
Grass 

Clover  or 
Grass 

Clover  or 
Grass 

Corn  or 
Potatoes 

Wheat 

B  Wheat 

for 
Manure 

Wheat 

7 

Wheat 

Clover  or 
Grass 

Clover  or 
Grass 

Clover  or 
Grass 

Corn  or 
Potatoes 

Wheat 

B  Wheat 

for 
Manure 

1 

B  Wheat 

for 
Manure 

Wheat 

Clover  or 
Grass 

Clover  or 
Grass 

Clover  or 
Grass 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 

Wheat 

2 

Wheat 

B  Wheat 

for 
Manure 

Wheat 

Clover  or 
Grass 

Clover  or 
Grass 

Clover  or 
Grass 

Corn 

and 

Potatoes 

''The  text  is  from  the  blank  form  as  printed  in  M.  D.  Conway's  George  Washington 
and  Mount  Vernon,  Long  Island  Historical  Society  Memoirs  (vol.  4). 

70 Similar  rotation  tables  for  Union  River  and  Muddy  Hole  Farms  are  in  the  Wash- 
ington Papers. 


1793] 


CROP  ROTATION 


225 


Number  of  Plowings:  the  times  at  which  they  must  be  given,  and  the  days 

it  will  take 


Acres. 
No.  3 _„75 _.Corn  and  Pots. 

Breaking  up 

layg  off,  &  listing.. 

Pn 
100 

c 

u 

a, 
< 

X 

rt 

s 

u 
a 

p 
•— > 

"3 

to 

3 
< 

C/3 

100 

60 

60 

CrossingforPlantg 
Plowing  Balks 

10 

10 

70 

70 

Crossing  them 

70 

70 

Re-crossing 

70 

70 

Sowing  Wheat 

75 

— 

75 

41 

5  r  225 Clovr.  or  Grass 

6) 

1„ .75. -B.Wheat  for  Mane. 

Breaking  up 

Crossing  for  Swog. 
Plowing  in 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

2.. .75. .Wheat.. .Corn  grd_ 
7.. .75. .Ditto  or  B:Wheat 

100 

... 

100 

525 

200 

... 

60 

110 

70 

170 

70 

175 

... 

855 

Probable  Yield. 

No.  3 75_.in  Corn al2|  bushls..937J  bushls.  a.  2/6..£117    3 

&  Potatoes..  12* 937|. ____1/—     46  17 

2,  7 150.. ..Wheat 10 1500 5/...  375 

1 75 B.Wht  for  Mane. _ 

4,  5,  6 225 Clover  or  Grass 


525 


3375 


£539  :  1  :  3 


REMARKS 

The  above  Rotation  favors  the  land  very  much;  inasmuch 
as  there  are  but  three  Corn  Crops  taken  in  Seven  years  from  any 
field,  and  the  first  Wheat  Crop  is  followed  by  a  Buck  Wheat 
manure  for  the  Second  Wheat  Crop,  wch.  is  to  succeed  it;  and 
which  by  being  laid  to  Clover  or  Grass  and  continued  therein 
three  years  will  afford  much  Mowing  or  Grazing,  according  as 
the  Seasons  happen  to  be,  besides  being  a  restorative  to  the  Soil. 
But  then,  the  produce  of  the  Saleable  Crops  is  small,  unless 
encreased  by  the  improving  State  of  the  fields.  Nor  will  the 
Grain  for  the  use  of  the  Farm  be  adequate  to  the  consumption 
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of  it  in  this  Course,  and  this  is  an  essential  object  to  attend  to, 
and  quere,  whether  the  Clover  does  not  remain  too  long. 

Rotation No.  2 Same  place. 


u 

2 

0&4 

1793 

1794 

1795 

1796 

1797 

1798 

1799 

3 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 

B:Wheat 

B  Wheat 

for 
Manure 

Wheat 

Clover 

Wheat 

Clover 

4 

Clover 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 

B:Wheat 

B.Wheat 
for 

Manure 

Wheat 

Clover 

Wheat 

5 

Pasture 

Pasture 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 

B:Wheat 

B:Wheat 

for 
Manure 

Wheat 

Clover 

6 

Pasture 

Wheat 

Clover 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 

B:Wheat 

B  Wheat 
for 

Manure 

Wheat 

7 

Wheat 

Clover 

Wheat 

Clover 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 

B.Wheat 

B:Wheat 

for 
Manure 

1 

B:Wheat 
for 

Manure 

Wheat 

Clover 

Wheat 

Clover 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 

B.Wheat 

2 

Wheat 

B.Wheat 

for 
Manure 

Wheat 

Clover 

Wheat 

Clover 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 

Ploughings,  &c£ 

i.  &ca 

.  for  the  abov 

;  Crops. 

Acrs 

No.  3 75__in  Corn  and  Pota-1 

toes,  same  as  N  1  J 

t\  150     Clover 

En 
100 

c 

% 

60 

< 
10 

>> 

a 

70 

a 

3 

•— > 

70 

"3 
•— > 

70 

(A 

3 

< 

75 

a, 

V 

"<3 
455 

l___75__B:WheatCrop 

breaking  up 

100 

100 

2d.  Plowing 

100 

100 

2 75     Wheat Corn  grd  . 

7„_75._DittoorB:W. 

breaking  up 

Crossg.  and  Sow- 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Plowing  in  B:W__ 

100 

100 

Sowing  Wheat   _  . 

100 

... 

100 

75__BuckWhtforM] 
as  above,            J 

525 

200 

160 

110 

70 

270 

70 

175 

1055 
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Probable  Yield. 

Bushls 

No  3_.._75__inCorn 12§  bushls__937i  . 

41  and  Potatoes 12|  Do 937£  . 

5  L22S.. Clover  and  Grass 

6) 

2,7_.__150._Wheat 10 1500... 

75„Suppd  in  B.Wheat._12 900... 

525  4275 


...a2/6_. 
....1/... 


.£117    3 
.     46  17 


.-..5/_...  375 
....1/8...     75 


£614  :  1 


REMARKS 


By  the  above  Rotation,  900  bushls.  of  B.Wheat,  amounting 
to  £j5,  is  added  to  the  proceeds  of  No  1,  at  the  expense  of  200 
days  more  plowing.  And  no  two  Corn  Crops  follow  in  imme- 
diate succession.  Wheat,  in  one  instance,  follows  a  Clover  lay 
on  a  single  Plowing;  the  success  of  this,  tho'  well  ascertained  in 
England,  may  not  answer  so  well  in  this  Country,  where  our 
lands,  from  the  exhausted  State  of  them  require  more  manure 
than  the  Farmer  can  afford  and  our  Seasons  are  very  precarious. 

Rotation No  3 same  place. 


o  « 
o  E 

1793 

1794 

1795 

1796 

1797 

1798 

1799 

3 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 

Wheat 

B:Wheat 
for 

Manure. 

Wheat. 

B:Wheat 

Clover  or 
othr. 
grass 

Clover  or 

other 
Grasses 

4 

Clover  or 

other 
Grasses 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 

Wheat 

B.Wheat 
for 

Manure 

Wheat 

B.Wheat 

Clover  or 

other 
Grasses 

5 

Clover  or 

other 

Grasses 

Clover  or 

other 
Grasses 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 

Wheat 

B:Wheat 
for 

Manure 

Wheat 

B:Wheat 

6 

B:Wheat 

Clover  or 

other 
Grasses 

Clover  or 

other 
Grasses 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 

Wheat 

B:Wheat 

for 
Manure 

Wheat 

7 

Wheat 

B  Wheat 

Clover  or 

other 

Grasses 

Clover  or 

other 
Grasses 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 

Wheat 

B:Wheat 
for 

Manure 

1 

B:Wheat 

for 
Manure 

Wheat 

B:Wheat 

Clover  or 

other 
Grasses 

Clover  or 

other 
Grasses 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 

Wheat 

2 

Wheat 

B  Wheat 
for 

Manure 

Wheat 

B  Wheat 

Clover  or 

other 
Grasses 

Clover  or 

other 

Grasses 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 
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Plowings,  &ca. 

&ca 

.  for  the  above  Crops 

Acrs 

No.  3.. 

!!- 

6- 

.75. 
150. 

.75. 

.75. 

.75. 
.75. 

.Corn  as  before  and  P 
Clover  or  etc 

100 

c 

60 

< 
10 

70 

c 

3 
i— > 

70 

3 
•— > 

70 

3 

< 
75 

CO 

o 

h 

455 

B:Wheat     

100 

100 

2d.   Plowing. 

100 

100 

l._ 

_B:Wht.  Mane. 

1st.  Plowing 

100 

100 

2.  do.  &  Sowg 

100 

3   do.  Plowg.  in__ 

100 

100 

4  do.  Sowg.  Wht. 
_Wh  eat.  sownas 

100 

... 

100 

7_. 

2 

Wht.  with  Corn 

100 

— 

160 

110 

170 

170 

170 

175 



955 

Probable  Yield 

Acrs.  Bushls. 

No.  3...75..in  Corn 12|  bushls..937§ a  2/6..£117    3 

and  Potatoes 12|  _.Do...937i 1/...     46  17 

150 Clovr.  or  Grass 

_75____B:Wheat ....12 900 ..1/8..     75 

_7S__._B.Wht.  Mane 

}_150_... Wheat. 10_._ 1500 5/__.   375 


4,5. 
6. 
1. 
2 
7 


525. 


.4275 ..£614  :1  :3 


REMARKS 

The  above  Rotation  in  point  of  produce  and  profit  is  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  No  2,  but  differs  in  the  succession  of  Crops. 
It  required  about  the  same  Plowings;  and  these  plowings  are 
pretty  regularly  distributed  through  the  Spring  and  Summer 
Months.  The  Wheat  field  which  follows  the  B.  Wheat  ma- 
nure, might  have  the  Stubble  turned  in  immediately  after 
harvest  for  manure  and  for  Green  food  (proceeding  from  the 
shattered  grain)  for  Sheep,  Calves,  &ca.  in  the  Winter  and 
Spring. 
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Rotation No  4 same  Place 


u 
J3    „ 

■£!  2 

C  .1) 

o  fa 

2 

1793 

1794 

179S 

1796 

1797 

1798 

1799 

3 

Corn  and 
Potatoes. 

Wheat 

B.Wht. 

Clover 

Wheat 

B:Wht. 

Clover 

4 

Clover 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 

Wheat 

B.Wht. 

Clover 

Wheat 

B.Wheat 

5 

B.Wht. 

Clover 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 

Wheat 

BWht. 

Clover 

Wheat 

6 

Clover 

B.Wht. 

Clover 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 

Wheat 

BWht. 

Clover 

7 

Wheat 

Clover 

B.Wht. 

Clover 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 

Wheat. 

B  Wheat 

1 

BWht. 

Wheat 

Clover 

B.Wht. 

Clover 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 

Wheat 

2 

Wheat 

B.Wht. 

Wheat 

Clover 

BWht. 

Clover 

Corn  and 
Potatoes 

Plowings,  &ca. 

&ca. 

for  the  above  Crops 

A 

No.  3. 
41 
6 

5 

cs. 

75.  for  Corn  and  Potatoes. 

150  Clover 

"c3 
fa 

100 

a 

60 

a, 

< 

10 

CTS 

70 

a 

3 
1— > 

70 

"3 
•— > 

70 

60 
< 

75 

57 
to 

455 

150  B:  Wheat     breakg    . 

100 

100 

7,00 

Sowing 

100 

100 

200 

7 

_150_Wheat one    field 

2 

The  other  Clover. 

100 



100 

100 



60 

110 

170 

170 

170 

175 



955 

Probable  Yield 
Acrs  Bushels.  Bushels. 

No.  3— 75-inCorn al2|_- 937§ a2/6..£117    3    9 

.  .Same  in  Potatoes.  12±__ 937| 1/...      46  17    6 

g  1.150..  Clover.. 

5}-150._B.Wheat 12... 1800 1/8..    150 

][}-150_. Wheat 10 1500 5/...    375 


525. 


.5127 £689  :1  :3 
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REMARKS 

This  Rotation,  for  quantity  of  Grain  and  the  profit  arising 
from  it,  is  more  productive  than  either  of  the  preceding;  and 
with  no  more  plowing,  excepting  No  I.  No  field  gives  more 
than  diree  Corn  Crops  in  7  years,  except  the  Crop  of  B  :Wht. 
The  last  of  wch.  with  the  Indian  Corn  will  be  more  than  ade- 
quate for  all  the  demands  of  the  Farm.  The  Clover  is  to  be 
Sown  with  the  B.Wt.  in  July;  and  by  being  only  one  year  in 
the  grd.  may  be  too  expensive  on  acct.  of  the  Seed,  nor  will  the 
fields  in  this  Course  receive  any  green  manure.  And  the  ad- 
vantages of  sowing  Wheat  on  a  Clover  lay  in  this  Country  is 
not  well  ascertained.  Again,  preparg.  2  fields  for  B.Wht.  may 
in  practice  be  found  difficult.  Wheat  Stubble  might  be  plowed 
in  here  for  Spring  food.71 

*To  REVEREND  WILLIAM  WHITE 

Philadelphia,  January  1, 1794. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  have  been  favoured  with  two  notes  from  you  of 
this  date;  the  last,  in  time  to  prevent  the  mistake  which  the  first 
would  have  led  me  into. 

The  mode  which  you  have  suggested  for  imparting  the  small 
pittance  my  resources  will  enable  me  to  contribute  towards 
the  comfort  of  the  needy  in  this  City  appears  to  be  a  very 
eligable  one,  and  as  you  have  been  so  obliging  as  to  offer  to 
place  it  in  proper  hands,  for  this  purpose,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
enclosing  250  dollars. 

71  This  rotation  is  ended  by  the  following  note,  which  is  also  in  Washington's  writing: 

"No  mention  is  made  of  Harrowing  in  any  of  the  foregoing  Rotations;  because, 
except  in  the  Indian  Corn,  it  may  be  done  principally,  if  not  wholly  by  Oxen. 

"The  plowing  is  calculated  at  %  of  an  Acre  pr.  day.  If  then,  one  Plow  will  go  over 
a  75  Acre  field  in  ioo  days,  five  plows  will  do  it  in  20  days.  In  some  ground,  in  the 
State  of  it,  and  according  to  the  Seasons,  an  Acre  at  least  ought  to  be  plowed  pr.  day  by 
each  Team;  but  %  of  an  Acre  is  calculated  upon  in  order  to  reduce  it  to  more  certainty. 

"The  fields  are  all  estimated  at  75  Acs.  each  (although  they  run  a  little  more  or 
less)  for  the  sake  of  more  easy  calculation  of  the  Crops  and  to  shew  their  compara- 
tive yield." 
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I  have  no  desire  that  my  name  should  be  mentioned;  if  so 
small  a  sum  can  effect  any  good  purpose  my  object  will  be 
answered,  and  all  my  wishes  respecting  it  gratified. 

I  offer  you  the  compliments  of  the  season,  and  the  happy 
return  of  many  of  them,  and  the  sincere  respects  and  regard 
of  Yr.  etc. 

*To  THOMAS  JEFFERSON 

Philadelphia,  January  i,  1794. 

Dear  Sir:  I  yesterday  received,  with  sincere  regret  your  resig- 
nation of  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State.72  Since  it  has  been 
impossible  to  prevail  upon  you,  to  forego  any  longer  the  indul- 
gence of  your  desire  for  private  life;  the  event,  however  anx- 
ious I  am  to  avert  it,  must  be  submitted  to. 

But  I  cannot  suffer  you  to  leave  your  Station,  without  assur- 
ing you,  that  the  opinion,  which  I  had  formed,  of  your  integ- 
rity and  talents,  and  which  dictated  your  original  nomination, 
has  been  confirmed  by  the  fullest  experience;  and  that  both 
have  been  eminently  displayed  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties. 

Let  a  conviction  of  my  most  earnest  prayers  for  your  happi- 
ness accompany  you  in  your  retirement;  and  while  I  accept 
with  the  warmest  thanks  your  solicitude  for  my  welfare,  I  beg 
you  to  believe  that  I  always  am  &c.73 

*To  REVEREND  WILLIAM  WHITE 

Thursday  Morning,  January  2, 1794. 
The  President  presents  his  respectful  regards  toDoctor  White. 
The  benefit  to  be  derived,  and  not  the  merit  of  bestowing  it, 

72  A  press  copy  of  Jefferson's  letter  of  resignation,  Dec.  31,  1793,  is  in  the  Jefferson 
Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Edmund  Randolph  was  nominated  Secretary  of  State  this  same  day  (January  1) 
and  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  January  2. 

73 From  the  Jefferson  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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is  the  only  motive  which  has  governed  in  the  case,  wch.  has  been 
the  subject  of  this  corrispondence.  of  course,  to  know  from 
whence  it  flowed  ought  not  to  be  an  object  of  enquiry,  and  as  to 
conjectures  they  are  very  immaterial;  however,  as  Doctr.  White 

has  a  delicacy  on  the  subject  the  P did  not  intend  nor 

would  by  any  means  wound  it,  he  therefore  leaves  it  to  him 
(knowing  the  motives)  to  accompany  the  contribution  with 
such  explanations  as  he  shall  think  proper. 

*To  HOWELL  LEWIS  OR  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  January  6, 1794. 

Mr.  Lewis,  or  Mr.  Pearce :  The  Reports  of  the  28th.  of  De- 
cember have  been  received,  and  Mr.  Butlers  acct.  therewith. 
As  I  have  no  Acct.  against  him,  and  Mr.  Whiting  only  kept 
memorandums,  instead  of  regular  accounts,  he  must  be  paid 
according  to  his  own  statement,  for  this,  and  other  purposes, 
I  send  two  bank  notes  for  one  hundred  dollars  each. 

It  is  very  unlucky  that  the  late  spell  of  freezing  weather 
should  be  suffered  to  pass  away  without  filling  the  Ice  house, 
do  not  let  this  happen  again;  but  embrace  the  first  freezing 
that  happens  to  accomplish  this  work. 

Let  me  know  what  quantity  of  Oats  have  been  threshed  at 
the  Mansion  house,  and  what  has  been  done  with  them  ?  By  the 
time  employed  in  getting  them  out  there  ought  to  be  a  good 
many  of  them.  I  wish  to  know  also  what  quantity  Stuart  has  ? 
These  two  parcels,  together  with  those  at  Dogue  Run  I  directed 
to  be  reserved  for  Seed,  and  when  the  whole  quantity  contained 
at  the  different  places  are  known  I  shall  be  able  to  decide  how 
much  more  to  provide,  or  what  further  to  do  in  the  case. 

There  was  Oats  raised  from  a  few  grains  of  a  particular  sort 
which  I  sent  to  my  Gardener  last  Spring;  get  these  from  him, 
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and  make  the  most  of  them,  by  sowing  them  in  drills  the  com- 
ing Spring.  By  Mr.  Jefferson,  I  sent  a  Bundle  of  Poccon  or 
Illinois  nut  and  desired  them  to  be  left  at  the  Post  Office  in 
Alexandria.  When  they  are  reed,  desire  the  Gardener  to  plant 
them  in  a  nursery.  I  shall  send  more  by  the  first  Vessel,  or 
other  proper  conveyance  wch.  shall  offer.  I  also  gave  the  Gar- 
dener a  few  Seed  of  East  India  hemp  to  raise  from,  enquire  for 
the  seed  which  has  been  saved,  and  make  the  most  of  it  at  the 
proper  Season  for  sowing. 

What  is  the  present  appearance  of  the  growing  Wheat? 
I  am  in  a  hurry  and  shall  only  add,  that  as  soon  as  I  hear  of 
Mr.  Pearce's  being  settled  at  Mount  Vernon,  I  shall  write  more 
fully  on  some  other  matters.  I  am  &ct. 

PS.  Recollecting  since  writing  the  foregoing,  that  Mr.  Whit- 
ing's Memo.  Book  was  here  I  have  desired  Mr.  Dandridge  to 
take  a  copy  from  it  of  the  charges  against  Butler;  which  he  has 
done,  and  it  is  now  enclosed.  By  this  you  will  settle  with  him. 

To  THE  SENATE  AND 
THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

United  States,  January  7, 1794. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives: Experience  has  shown,  that  it  would  be  useful  to  have  an 
officer,  particularly  charged,  under  the  direction  of  the  De- 
partmt.  of  war,  with  the  duties  of  receiving,  safekeeping  and 
distributing  the  public  supplies  in  all  cases,  in  which  the  laws 
and  the  course  of  service  do  not  devolve  them  upon  other  offi- 
cers; and  also,  with  that  of  superintending,  in  all  cases,  the 
issues  in  detail  of  supplies,  with  power  for  that  purpose,  to  bring 
to  account  all  persons  entrusted  to  make  such  issues  in  relation 
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thereto.  An  establishment  of  this  nature,  by  securing  a  regular 
and  punctual  accountability  for  the  issues  of  public  supplies, 
would  be  a  great  guard  against  abuse,  would  tend  to  ensure 
their  due  application,  and  to  give  public  satisfaction  on  that 
point. 

I  therefore  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  the 
expediency  of  an  establishment  of  this  nature,  under  such  regu- 
lations as  shall  appear  to  them  adviseable.74 

To  THE  VICE  PRESIDENT 

Wednesday,  January  8, 1794. 

Dear  Sir :  I  would  thank  you  for  giving  the  papers  herewith 
enclosed  a  perusal,  and  for  the  result  of  it. 

I  am  now  deliberating  on  the  measure  proper  and  necessary 

to  be  taken  with  respect  to  Mr.  G 1  and  wish  for  aid  in  so 

doing;  The  critical  State  of  Things  making  me  more  than 
usually  anxious  to  decide  right  in  the  present  case. 

None  but  the  heads  of  Departments  are  privy  to  these  papers, 
which  I  pray  may  be  returned  this  evening,  or  in  the  morning. 
With  very  sincere  esteem  &c.74 

*To  JAMES  MADISON 

Friday,  January  10, 1794. 

Dear  Sir :  Herewith  you  will  receive  sundry  Pamphlets  &ca. 

under  the  patronage  of  Sir  John  Sinclair.  I  send  you  letters  to 

me  also,  that  the  design  may  be  better  understood.  From  all 

these,  you  will  be  able  to  decide,  whether  a  plan  of  enquiry 

74 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

In  the  Washington  Papers  is  a  paper  wrapper  dated  January,  1794,  in  Washing- 
ton's writing  as  follows:  "Whilst  the  measure,  which  gave  rise  to  these  papers,  was 
under  consideration,  advice  was  reed,  from  our  Minister  at  Paris,  that  Mr.  Genet  wd. 
be  immediately  recalled  which  arrested  the  business  in  this  Stage  of  it." 
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similar  to  the  one  set  on  foot  in  G.  Britn.,  would  be  likely  to 
meet  legislative  or  other  encouragement,  and  of  what  kind,  in 
this  Country.  These,  or  any  other  ideas  which  may  result  from 
the  perusal  of  the  papers,  I  would  thank  you  for,  as  the  letters 
remain  unacknowledged,  and  the  writer  of  them  will  expect 
this,  if  nothing  more.75 

*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  January  12, 1794. 

Mr.  Pearce:  Taking  it  for  granted  that  you  have  arrived  at 
Mount  Vernon,  before  this.  I  shall  direct  this  letter  to  you 
at  that  place,  and  shall  mention  such  things  as  have  occurred  to 
me,  proper  for  your  notice  and  government. 

From  a  review  of  the  plan  of  rotation  which  has  been  already 
communicated  to  you  it  appears  (if  it  can  be  carried  into  effect 
this  year)  that  you  will  want  the  following  seeds,  and  at  the 
following  farms,  &ca.  viz. 

Orchd 
Oats  B  Wht.        Potato.       Clover       Timothy      grass 

bushls        bushls        bushls.  lbs  bushls       pints 

Mansion  house 10 64 ... .     80 40 

Union  farm 120 ....     75 . . . .     40 ... .   100 

D:  Run  farm 150 ....     73 . . . .   120 ....  800 ....  250 

Muddy  hole  Farm .  .     60 ...  .     95 .  . . .     40 

River  farm 120 

Total 340 ....  363 28476  . .  980 ....  250 ....  40 

I  have  put  none  of  these  articles  down  to  the  River  farm,  except 
Buck  Wheat,  because  I  do  not  know  what  you  may  find  neces- 
sary to  put  into  the  ground  between  No  6  at  that  place  and  the 
lane  by  the  Barn;  nor  in  any  of  the  lots  in  front  of  the  latter; 

"From  a  photostat  of  the  original  through  the  kindness  of  Judge  E.  A.  Armstrong, 
of  Princeton,  N.  J. 

70  Washington's  error  in  addition. 
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where,  possibly,  the  Clover  may  be  worn  out  and  wanting  to 
be  renewed;  Consequently  if  Oats,  Potatoes,  Clover  or  other 
grass  seeds  are  required  at  this  farm  they  will  be  in  addition  to 
the  quantities  of  each,  mentioned  on  the  other  side. 

To  explain  the  uses  of  the  foregoing  articles  at  each  place,  it 
is  necessary  to  observe  if  it  has  not  been  done  so  already,  (in 
some  former  letters)  that  the  ground  at  Mansion  house  (which 
was  in  Potatoes  last  year)  I  want  to  sow  with  Oats  (thin)  and 
clover,  mixed  with  Orchard  grass  or  Timothy  this  year;  the 
size  of  the  inclosure  I  guess  to  be  about  10  Acres,  and  it  is  my 
wish  to  plant  Potatoes  in  the  other  enclosure,  (at  the  same 
place)  which  was  in  Oats  last  year;  provided  it  shall,  upon 
examination,  be  found  to  be  too  thinly  taken  with  Clover; 
with  which  it  was  sown  last  Spring.  The  part  allotted  for 
clover,  mixed  with  Orchard  grass  or  Timothy  this  year;  the 
which  accompanied  my  letter  of  the  23d.  of  December,  num- 
bered 1  and  2.  The  Potatoes  (if  any  are  planted  there,  the 
propriety  of  which  you  may  be  the  judge)  may  be  in  the  upper 
meadow,  adjoining  to;  but  above  the  lane  leading  from  the 
Mill  road  to  the  Barn  where  Corn  grew  as  part  of  it  wants 
cultivation  to  reclaim  and  fit  it  for  the  reception  of  grass.  At 
Dogue  run  farm,  the  5  acre  lot  by  the  New  Barn  will  require 
about  40  B:  of  Pots,  and  the  Corn  ground  in  No.  4,  every  other 
row  with  Potatoes,  will  take  as  I  calculate,  about  80  Bushels 
more  (allowing  two  Potatoes  to  a  hill).  The  field  No.  4,  for 
these  two  Crops,  is  to  be  prepared,  and  listed  as  if  for  Corn 
only;  four  feet  a  part  each  way;  but,  to  be  planted  alternately 
through  the  whole  of  it  with  each;  letting  the  Rows  run  No. 
and  South,  or  as  nearly  so  as  the  back  fence  near  the  Swamp 
does.  No.  3  at  this  place  will  receive  clover  alone,  and  about 
eight  pints  to  an  acre;  the  other  Corn  ground  there  will  be 
sown  with  clover  and  timothy  mixed,  at  the  rate  of  about  five 
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pints  each  to  the  Acre,  which  will  take  according  to  my  calcu- 
lation, the  quantity  before  mentioned,  that  is,  800  lbs.  or  pints 
of  the  first,  and  250  pints  of  the  latter.  To  plant  the  South  west 
lot  of  grass  at  Muddy  hole,  will  require  about  40  bushels  of 
Potatoes,  there  being  five  acres  of  it.  I  have  said  nothing  re- 
specting the  disposal  of  the  Oats  and  Buck  Wheat  at  the  differ- 
ent farms,  at  this  time,  because  it  is  mentioned  in  the  Plans  of 
rotation.  But  that  I  may  know  how  to  provide  for  your  want  if 
any;  of  these  articles,  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  be  informed,  with 
precision,  the  quantity  on  hand,  of  each,  and  without  delay. 

From  a  Gentleman  at  Leesburg  (Colo.  Ball)  you  are  to  look 
for  Buck  Wht.  and  he  has  assured  me  I  shall  not  be  disap- 
pointed. It  is  to  be  sent  to  Mount  Vernon  as  soon  as  the  roads 
will  permit.  On  yourself,  I  hope  you  may  depend  nearly,  if  not 
altogether,  for  Oats:  It  will  be  hard  I  think  if  the  stock  at 
Dogue  run  does  not  yield  150  bushels.  Stuart,  If  I  recollect 
rightly,  told  me  he  had  about  30;  but  what  to  expect  from  the 
Mansion  house  I  know  not.  By  the  weekly  reports  already 
come  to  my  hands,  there  had  been  53  days  spent  in  threshing 
them  out  of  the  straw;  but  I  shall  confess  I  am  not  able  to  form 
any  conclusive  ideas  of  from  hence,  as  my  people  will  take  a 
week  to  do  what  others  would  accomplish  in  a  day  or  two,  and 
Butler  had  not  spirit,  or  authority  enough  to  effect  a  change  of 
this  conduct.  I  am  anxious  therefore  to  know  what  quantity 
has  come  out  of  the  stack  at  the  Mansion  house,  and  what 
quantity  Stuart  has;  those  at  Dog.  run  can  only  be  guessed  at 
from  the  size  of  the  stack,  and  the  ground  on  which  they  grow. 
The  quantity  of  Clover  seed,  Timothy  seed,  and  orchard  grass 
seed  on  hand  you  can  ascertain  exactly;  and  I  ought  to  be  in- 
formed of  it  immediately,  that  the  dificiency  may  be  got  and 
sent  round  by  the  first  vessel,  as  opportunities  of  doing  it  may 
not  present  at  the  moment  of  sowing.  The  meadows  at  Union 
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farm  and  that  at  Dogue  run,  should  be  well  examined  (as  men- 
tioned in  a  former  letter)  to  see  whether  any,  and  what  quan- 
tity of  Seed  may  be  required  to  make  good  the  defects  of  the 
last  sowing  which  was  done  greatly  too  late  in  the  Season;  and 
if  more  than  I  have  enumerated  is  wanting  for  purposes  which 
may  occur  to  you  though  it  has  escaped  me,  let  me  know  it  and 
it  shall  be  sent.  Of  Potatoes  I  presume  (if  care  be  taken  to  over- 
haul and  keep  them  from  injury)  there  will  be  a  sufficiency  as, 
by  the  report  to  me,  there  were  418  Bushels  put  into  the  Cellar. 

If,  after  taking  a  full  view  of  the  several  farms,  the  situation 
they  are  thrown  into  by  the  insufferable  management  of  my 
Overseers,  and  considering  the  advanced  season  compared  with 
the  plowings  necessary  for  my  rotations,  and  the  means  to 
effect  it,  you  should  be  of  opinion  that  it  cannot  be  adopted 
this  year;  suggest,  as  soon  as  you  are  able  to  make  up  your 
mind  upon  the  subject,  some  other  plan  for  the  present;  keep- 
ing in  mind  what  my  intentions  are,  namely,  to  pursue  the  rota- 
tion laid  down  as  soon  as  possible,  as  my  great  object  is  to  recover, 
and  preserve  my  fields  in  good  condition.  At  any  rate  howevr. 
the  plan  for  Dogue  run  farm,  must  be  strictly  adhered  to  this 
year,  although  it  is  accomplished  at  the  expence  of  the  other 
farms. 

Although  I  have  called  several  times  on  Mr.  Lewis  for  the 
exact  quantity  of  Corn  made  at  the  different  farms,  and  how  it 
has  been  disposed  of,  yet  to  this  moment,  I  remain  in  igno- 
rance, unless  the  reports,  which  in  some  weeks  says  so  much 
has  been  measured,  in  others  none,  and  added  altogether  make 
but  576  barrls.;  forms  the  sum  total,  which,  surely,  cannot  be 
the  whole  produce  of  666  Acres;  which  (at  the  different  places) 
I  had  in  Corn  last  year.  If,  however,  this  is  all  the  Over- 
seers mean  to  account  for,  I  shall,  in  the  first  place,  have  very 
little  doubt  of  their  villainy;  because,  from  the  most  reasonable 
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calculation  I  could  make,  after  the  fodder  was  gathered,  and 
after  repeated  examinations  of  the  respective  fields,  I  had  no 
doubt  of  making  between  one  thousand  and  1200  barrls.  at  the 
least,  and  in  the  next  place,  because  it  will  fall  far  short  of  my 
consumption  of  this  article;  which,  as  you  will  perceive  by  my 
calculations  already  forwarded  to  you,  1008  Barls.  (including 
what  the  Mill  will  receive)  is  required  for  my  annual  supplies. 
If  the  case  be,  as  I  have  here  stated  it,  it  will  be  necessary  for 
you  to  substitute  every  article  you  can  buy  by  way  of  help;  and 
to  ease  me,  as  much  as  possible  from  the  purchase  of  so  much 
Corn.  And  this  may  be  accomplished,  in  a  degree  at  least,  by 
the  cultivation  (at  each  farm)  of  Potatoes,  Pease,  Pumpkins, 
and  such  like  things  in  the  fields  that  were  intended  for  Oats  and 
Buckwheat,  which  will  not  interfere  with  the  rotation  System 
another  year. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  articles  of  agreement  entered  into 
with  Thomas  Green  the  quantity  of  Meat  he  is  entitled  to:  let 
him  have  that,  and  no  more.  He  will  draw,  if  permitted,  dou- 
ble that  quantity,  and  when  you  come  to  settle  with  him  either 
deny  having  ordered  it,  or  dispute  the  price;  and,  as  from  ap- 
pearances, I  shall  be  obliged  to  buy  Corn  myself,  let  none  of 
the  Overseers  have  more  of  this  article  than  they  are  entitled 
to  by  their  agreements. 

As  you  have  not  your  family  with  you,  and  will  now  eat  my 
provisions;  let  there  be  as  much  Cooked  every  day  as  will  serve 
the  Gardeners  &ca.,  after  you  have  done  with  it,  as  the  case 
used  to  be  when  I  was  at  home. 

Let  there  be  a  piece  of  ground  prepared  in  what  is  called  the 
Vineyard  Inclosure  for  about  40  lbs  of  French  furse  seed  (for 
hedging)  which  I  shall  send  you  by  the  first  Vessel  from  this 
place  to  Alexandria.  And  I  would  have  the  thorn  berries, 
Cedar  berries,  honey  locust  seed  and  such  other  things  as  may 
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be  intended  for  hedges  raised  first  in  nurseries;  that,  when 
transplanted  they  may  receive  due  cultivation.  As  the  case  has 
been,  they  are  sowed,  or  planted  along  the  ditches  and  for  want 
of  attention  afterwards  are  smothered  and  entirely  destroyed 
by  the  Weeds.  Do  not  neglect  planting  cuttings  of  the  Willow 
and  Lombardy  poplars  however,  along  these  ditches,  at  each 
time  as  the  Gardener  may  think  best;  especially  on  the  ditches 
across  the  Mill  swamp.  But  let  the  ground  be  well  prepared 
by  the  Spade,  or  hoe,  before  the  cuttings  are  put  in.  In  a  word, 
let  whatever  you  do,  be  well  done.  Much  labour  and  much 
time  is  saved  by  this  means,  both  of  which  has  been  lost  in  the 
manner  this  business  has  been  conducted;  that  is  by  putting  in 
the  plants,  the  cuttings  or  the  Seeds  and  thinking  no  more  of 
them  afterwards. 

I  would  recommend  it  to  you  to  read  my  letters  and  instruc- 
tions over  often,  that  you  may  understand  and  have  them  im- 
pressed upon  your  mind.  I  give  this  advice  because  I  expect  to 
have  them  complied  with,  or  reasons  assigned  for  not  doing  it; 
and  here,  as  in  your  agreement,  I  leave  you  at  full  liberty  at  all 
times,  to  propose  plans  of  your  own,  or  alterations  in  mine, 
which  in  your  own  judgment,  on  a  nearer  view  of  matters  be- 
fore you  than  I  have,  you  may  think  is  for  the  best;  for  you 
will  in  all  things  find  me  open  to  conviction. 

The  Advertisements  herewith  enclosed,  I  found  necessary 
some  years  ago  to  set  up.  It  may  be  so  still,  and  for  that  reason 
I  send  the  remaining  of  what  I  happened  to  have  by  me,  that 
they  may  be  used,  or  not,  as  occasion  shall  require. 


Since  I  began  this  letter,  yours  of  the  7th.  Instt.  and  Mr. 
Lewis's  of  the  6th.  enclosing  the  Weekly  reports  have  been  reed. 

The  man  who  supplies  Butlers  place  ought  to  be  stout,  active 
and  spirited,  yet  cool  and  steady;  for  I  expect  there  will  be  some 
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difficulty  to  encounter  before  my  people  can  be  brought  into 
good  habits,  and  a  regular  discharge  of  their  duty;  so  long  is  it 
since  they  have  been  under  any  controul  in  my  absence. 

With  respect  to  the  Seins,  I  wd.  have  you,  immediately  upon 
the  receipt  of  this  letter,  send  for  the  man  who  usually  does  this 
work  for  me,  to  see  if  he  will,  at  the  accustomed  prices,  agree 
positively,  to  nett  them  in  time.  If  so,  let  him  chuse  his  twine 
(if  it  is  to  be  had  in  Alexandria)  and  set  about  them  immedi- 
ately. If  he  will  not  do  this,  or  if  the  twine  (of  good  quality)  is 
not  to  be  had  there,  let  me  know  it,  that  I  may  see  in  time  what 
can  be  done  here,  in  this  matter.  When  he  is  at  Mount  Vernon 
let  him  examine  the  Seins  thoroughly,  and  see  how  far  they  are 
capable  of  repairs,  parts  of  them  to  the  best  of  my  recollection 
were  new  last  Spring,  if  so  there  must  have  been  abominable 
mismanagement  of  them  to  be  unfit  for  use  now,  but  this  in- 
deed I  do  not  wonder  at,  for  less  care  of  things  I  believe  was 
never  used  on  any  estate  than  has  been  on  mine  of  late  years. 

I  beg  your  particular  attention  to  the  Porke,  and  making  it 
into  Bacon;  as,  ever  since  I  left  home  much  loss  has  been  sus- 
tained in  it;  some  sayg.  because  it  was  not  sufficiently  salted, 
and  others  because  fires  instead  of  smoke  was  made  under  the 
Bacon.  Send  me  a  list  of  the  numbers  and  weight  of  your 
Hogs.  From  each  farm,  and  from  the  list,  how  many  have  been 
disposed  off. 

Having  Wheat  to  gather  at  this  time  (by  horses)  is  among 
[  illegible  Jferable  conduct  of  my  Overseers  especially  as  the 
horses  were  not  employed  in  plowing  as  I  had  ordered.  Will 
you  look  into  these  things  so  I  may  be  able  to  discover  the 
causes.  At  this  distance  I  am  unable  to  do  it  upon  any  ground 
that  does  not  merit  punishmt. 

Let  me  know  what  remains  to  be  done  to  the  New  Barn  and 
sheds  at  Dogue  run.  The  conduct  of  that  Rascal  Green  is 
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beyond  all  forbearance,  and  it  is  my  repeated  request,  that  if  he 
does  not  proceed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  you  satisfaction, 
that  he  may  be  discarded  without  hesitation  or  ceremony.  I 
wish  you  to  examine  the  flax  that  was  made  at  Dogue  run; 
knowing  when  it  was  put  out  to  rot,  and  comparing  it  with  the 
time  it  was  taken  up,  I  should  conceive  that  it  is  entirely  ruined ; 
if  so,  I  will  make  McKoy  pay  for  it;  because  I  not  only  charged 
him  myself  to  watch  it,  but  wrote  about  it  once  or  twice  after 
I  left  home  to  see  that  it  did  not  remain  out  too  long. 

The  house  in  Alexandria  must  be  repaired,  and  in  order  for 
Mrs.  Washington77  to  go  into  in  April,  as  I  have  promised  this. 
When  it  is  got  in  order  and  made  perfectly  clean,  I  shall  send 
paper  from  hence  for  the  rooms. 

Charlotte  at  the  Mansion  house  has  been  reported  sick  for 
several  weeks.  Mrs.  Washington  desires  you  will  examine  her 
case,  and  if  it  appears  necessary  to  request  Doctor  Craik  to  at- 
tend, and  prescribe  for  her.  A  fellow  Sam  also,  who  under  pre- 
tense (for  I  believe  this  is  the  greatest  part  of  his  complaint)  of 
an  Asthmatical  complaint  never  could  be  got  to  work  more 
than  half  his  time,  has  not  done  a  days  work  since  I  left  Mount 
Vernon  in  October,  examine  his  case  also,  but  not  by  the  Doc- 
tor, for  he  has  had  Doctors  enough  already,  of  all  colours  and 
sexes,  and  to  no  effect.  Laziness  Is  I  believe  his  principal  ailment. 

I  am  in  hope  and  expectation  that  after  you  have  had  time  to 
examine  and  pry  well  into  matters  you  will  be  able  to  give  me 
your  opinion  fully  upon  the  state  of  things.  In  the  meanwhile 
let  me  know  how  the  Wheat,  which  was  too  thin  in  the  begin- 
ning stands  these  open  frosts;  and  see  that  there  [illegible] 
furrows  to  prevent  injury  from  them  standing  on  it.  I  am  etc. 

"Frances  Bassett  Washington. 

On  January  14,  at  "a  meeting  of  the  heads  of  departments  at  the  President's  ...  it 
was  propounded  by  the  President,  whether  in  consideration  of  the  eminent  services 
of  M.  de  la  Fayette,  to  the  U.  S.  and  his  present  sufferings,  it  be  not  advisable  for  the 
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*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  January  19, 1794. 

Mr.  Pearce :  Your  letter  of  the  14th.  instt.  came  to  my  hands 
to  day  only  when  the  Post  ought  to  have  been  in  yesterday. 

Having  been  very  full  in  my  late  letters  to  you,  I  shall  have 
less  to  say  in  this.  The  condition  you  describe  my  stock  to  be 
in  at  Union  farm,  and  at  Dogue  run,  and  want  of  shelter  for 
them  at  those  places;  is  a  fresh  instance  of  the  misconduct  of 
Crow  and  McKoy ;  and  of  the  necessity  of  watching  their  ways 
well.  As  you  have  taken  Butler  again,  you  must  make  the  most 
you  can  of  him.  The  man  means  well,  but  he  wants  activity 
and  Spirit  to  fit  him  for  the  Overlooker  of  Negroes.  You  will 
find  him  useful  though  in  raising  hedges,  &ca.  and  particularly 
so  in  cultivating  the  French  furze.  It  was  he  that  induced  me 
to  send  for  the  seed  of  it,  wch.  will  be  sent  to  you  by  the  first 
Vessel  to  Alexandria,  about  40  lbs.  of  it. 

Let  the  most  that  can,  be  made  of  the  pint  of  Oats  which  the 
Gardener  raised  last  year,  and  of  the  Hemp  seed;  but  more 
especially  of  the  St.  foin  seed  which  I  desired  him  to  be  particu- 
larly choice  of ;  as  I  wish  much  to  get  into  a  stock  of  it.  The  lat- 
ter must  not  be  sown  where  Hares  can  get  to  it,  or  they  will  cut 
it  down  as  fast  as  it  springs. 

President,  in  a  private  and  unofficial  character,  to  address  to  the  King  of  Prussia  a 
letter,  requesting  his  release  on  parole,  founded  on  motives  of  personal  friendship 
only.  The  opinion  is,  that  such  a  letter  is  proper  to  be  written.  H.  Knox.  Alexander 
Hamilton.  Edm.  Randolph."  This  document  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

In  a  memorandum,  entirely  in  Washington's  writing,  of  the  diplomatic  corre- 
spondence of  the  State  Department,  filed  at  the  end  of  September,  1795,  in  the  Wash- 
ington Papers,  is  the  following:  "January  16,  1794.  Nothing  definitely  can  be  said 
respecting  the  pecuniary  aids  to  the  Marqs.  de  la  Fayette.  The  President  has  written 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  endeavouring  to  obtain  his  release.  This  step  was  not  taken 
without  hesitation.  Mr.  Jas.  Marshall  recommended  to  be  the  bearer  of  the  letter. 
But  not  deliver  it  unless  the  way  is  paved  to  success.  The  compensation  to  him  must 
be  made  as  moderate  as  possible."  The  letter  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany  was  not 
sent  until  May  15,  1796.   (See  vol.  34,  post.) 


244  WRITINGS  OF   WASHINGTON  [Jan. 

When  McKoy  is  getting  out  the  Oats  at  Dogue  run,  have  a 
strict  eye  to  him.  He  told  me  he  expected  150  Bushls.  from  the 
stack,  and  if  all  the  Oats  which  grew  in  what  was  called  the  new 
ground,  went  into  it,  there  ought  to  be  200  at  least :  but  what  by 
waste,  mismanagement,  or  something  worse,  I  have,  of  late,  got 
very  little  from  any  of  my  Overseers;  what  becomes  of  it  is 
more  difficult  to  determine. 

If  you  should  have  another  freezing  spell,  do  not  by  any 
means  omit  to  fill  the  Ice  house  with  Ice,  as  the  advantage  of  it 
for  keeping  fresh  meat  &ca.  is  indiscribable.  but  before  you 
begin  to  put  a  weight  on  the  floor  let  both  it  and  the  Joke  (or 
Sleepers)  be  well  examined,  lest,  by  being  rotten  they  may  give 
way  and  destroy  those  who  may  be  below  pounding  the  Ice  as 
it  is  thrown  in.  If  the  floor  is  found  unsafe  take  it  away  altO' 
gether.  I  do  not  know  but  that  the  Ice  will  keep  as  well  with- 
out, as  with  it. 

If  on  account  of  the  springiness  of  the  ground  you  cannot 
proceed  in  digging  the  Mill  race,  which  is  a  thing  to  be  regret- 
ted, you  might  employ  the  Ditchers  on  the  fence  from  the  Mill- 
ers, leading  upwards,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  Meadow 
lots  if  nothing  more  pressing  calls  for  their  labour.  Opening 
the  Visto  is  not  a  work  of  necessity;  and  it  never  was  intended 
to  be  extended  beyond  Muddy  hole  swamp;  to  which  I  think  it 
ought  to  have  got  before  this  time. 

You  may  keep  Isaac  and  the  boy  Joe,  constantly  employed 
about  the  Carts,  Plows,  Harrows  &ca.,  until  they  are  in  order. 
Let  stuff,  however,  be  always  in  the  Barn  that  the  other  Car- 
penters may  work  upon  when  the  weather  will  not  permit 
them  to  be  out.  What  are  Mrs.  Fanny  Washington's  Carpen- 
ters employed  about  that  they  should  (altho'  hired  by  me)  be 
withdrawn  from  mine  so  long.  All  I  know  they  had  to  do,  was, 
out  of  the  materials  of  an  old  Tobacco  house,  to  make  a  shed 
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for  her  plow  horses.  Ask  Tayler  what  more  than  this  they  have 
done,  and  by  whose  authority  ? 

The  Midlings  and  Ship  stuff  may  be  sold  whenever  you  find 
the  market  good,  and  the  money  applied  to  such  uses  as  are 
proper.  If  twine  (for  the  Seins)  is  to  be  had  in  Alexandria,  it 
will  be  better  to  get  it  there  than  to  depend  upon  having  it  sent 
from  thence.  And  you  have  my  full  consent  to  give  the  Cattle 
as  much  Salt  as  you  judge  necessary,  preventing  waste. 

I  perceive  by  the  Report  from  River  farm  that  Stuart  is  plow- 
ing in  No.  7  (a  field  that  was  in  wheat  last  year,  and  by  the  rota- 
tion which  I  have  transmitted  to  you,  was  intended  to  remain 
in  pasture  this  year).  What  is  the  meaning  of  this?  No.  i  by 
the  copy  I  have  by  me  is  intended  for  Buck  Wheat  as  a  Manure, 
and  No.  3  for  Corn,  but  I  do  not  recollect  that  any  direction  has 
ever  been  given  for  plowing  No.  7.  If  the  case  be  otherwise  I 
have  forgot  it,  and  the  design  must  be  for  Oats  and  Buck  wheat 
for  Crops;  and  of  course,  if  accomplished  will  require  120 
bushls.  of  the  first  and  60  of  the  latter  [more]  than  was  calcu- 
lated upon  in  my  last  to  seed  the  field;  the  contents  being  120 
acres.  Let  me  know  how  this  matter  really  stands.  How  much 
of  the  field  is  already  plowed,  and  whether  you  will  be  able  to 
prepare  the  residue  of  it;  and  at  the  sametime  execute  your 
other  plowing  well,  and  in  season,  with  your  present  force  of 
horses,  aided  by  Oxen;  which,  in  the  Eastern  states,  is  almost 
the  only  teams  they  plow  with.  I  am  etc. 

To  THE  SENATE  AND 
THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

United  States,  January  20, 1794. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives: Having  already  laid  before  you  a  letter  of  the  16.  of 


246  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [Jan. 


August  1793.  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  our  Minister  at 
Paris;  stating  the  conduct,  and  urging  the  recall  of  the  Min- 
ister plenipotentiary  of  the  Republic  of  France;  I  now  com- 
municate to  you,  that  his  conduct  has  been  unequivocally 
disapproved;  and  that  the  strongest  assurances  have  been  given, 
that  his  recall  should  be  expedited  without  delay.78 

*  To  DAVID  STUART 

Philadelphia,  January  20, 1794. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  6th.  instant  came  duly  to  hand. 
As  you  appear  to  have  taken  a  final  determination,  I  can  say 
nothing  more  on  the  subject  of  its  disclosure  than  that  it  would 
have  been  pleasing  to  me,  if  it  had  been  convenient  to  your- 
selves, that  those  who  began  shd.  have  compleated  the  work; 
and  not  to  have  left  the  harvest  of  your  labours  to  be  reaped 
by  others. 

"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

Ford  prints  the  following  note:  "The  severest  critic  of  Genet  was  his  successor 
Fauchet,  who  had  come  from  France  in  association  with  three  other  '  commissaires ' 
to  disentangle  the  meshes  of  Genet's  policy.  He  was  armed  with  power  to  arrest  Genet 
and  the  French  consuls  in  American  ports,  but  on  consulting  with  Randolph,  he  was 
told  that  the  United  States  only  demanded  the  recall  of  Genet  and  did  not  seek  his 
punishment;  that  the  President  could  not  acquiesce  in  such  a  measure.  The  commis- 
sioners reported  to  the  Executive  Council  their  views  on  Genet's  operations.  'It  ap- 
peared that  he  had  vigorously  pronounced  for  a  party  in  opposition  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States;  that  he  has  also  exasperated  this  party.  That  he  has  ruffled  with- 
out example  all  the  chiefs  of  executive  power.  We  have  been  led  to  note  in  many  of 
those  whom  he  saw  or  with  whom  he  was  in  correspondence,  more  personal  hatred 
of  Washington  than  love  for  France.  In  others  we  have  seen  a  true  enthusiasm  for 
the  cause  of  liberty.  .  .  .  What  produced  his  exaggeration  and  that  of  his  agents? 
Some  dissensions  that  later  might  become  fatal  to  America  and  to  France,  the  deser- 
tion of  all  moderate  people  who  up  to  that  time  had  been  the  friends  of  France,  and 
who  have  again  rallied  to  our  cause  since  our  arrival.  Our  brave  men,  our  soldiers,  our 
officers,  our  sailors,  our  free  and  loyal  republicans,  hearing  the  French  officials  pronounce 
that  die  American  government  was  aristocratic,  that  it  was  sold  to  the  English,  &c, 
went  everywhere  exaggerating  the  proposal  of  the  minister  and  the  consuls. ...  To  jus- 
tify his  conduct,  Genet  had  the  impudence  to  publish  a  part  of  his  instructions.  This 
publication  would  have  done  us  much  harm,  if  he  had  not  had  the  vanity  to  declare 
that  he  had  accomplished  them  himself,  and  if  this  conduct  had  not  drawn  upon  him 
the  contempt  of  honest  souls,  who  should  think  that  a  man  ought  to  allow  himself  to 
be  calumniated  rather  than  bring  his  government  into  ridicule  or  disfavor,  and  if  it  was 
not  generally  believed  that  he  had  made  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States.' " 


1794] 


THE  EXCISE  TAX  247 


As  you  are  better  acquainted  than  I  am  with  characters  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  federal  City,  and  with  those  not  so  remote  as  to 
make  an  attendance  therein  inconvenient.  Know  also  the  con- 
nections of  individuals,  in  point  of  interest,  with  the  same;  and 
how  far  those  connections  ought  to  disqualify  them  for  Com- 
missioners; I  would  thank  you  for  the  names  of  such  as  in  your 
judgment  are  most  likely  to  subserve  the  public  purposes. 
Wishing  as  I  do  to  make  a  good  choice  of  successors,  every  aid 
I  can  derive  towards  the  accomplishment  of  it  would  be  grate- 
fully received. 

Well  qualified  men  might  perhaps  be  had  in  George  Town, 
or  among  the  Proprietors;  but  how  far  their  local,  and  perhaps 
jarring  interests  and  views  might  render  them  unfit  for  the 
trust,  being  questionable,  your  opinion  thereon  would  be  agree- 
able to  Dear  Sir  Your  etc. 

To  THE  SENATE  AND 
THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

United  States,  January  21, 1794. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives :  It  is  with  satisfaction  I  announce  to  you,  that  the  altera- 
tions which  have  been  made  by  law  in  the  original  plan  for 
raising  a  duty  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States  and 
on  stills,  cooperating  with  better  information,  have  had  a  con- 
siderable influence  in  obviating  the  difficulties  which  have 
embarrassed  that  branch  of  the  public  revenue.  But  the  ob- 
stacles which  have  been  experienced,  though  lessened,  are  not 
yet  entirely  surmounted ;  and  it  would  seem  that  some  further 
legislative  provisions  may  usefully  be  superadded,  which  leads 
me  to  recall  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  subject.  Among 
the  matters,  which  may  demand  regulation,  is  the  effect,  in 
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point  of  organization,  produced  by  the  separation  of  Kentuckey 
from  the  State  of  Virginia;  and  the  situation,  with  regard  to 
the  Law,  of  the  territories  Northwest  and  Southwest  of  the 
Ohio. 

The  Laws  respecting  Lighthouse  establishments  require  as 
a  condition  of  their  permanent  maintenance,  at  the  expence  of 
the  United  States,  a  complete  cession  of  soil  and  jurisdiction. 
The  cessions  of  different  States  having  been  qualified  with  a 
reservation  of  the  right  of  serving  legal  process  within  the 
ceded  jurisdiction,  are  understood  to  be  inconclusive,  as  annex- 
ing a  qualification  not  consonant  with  the  terms  of  the  Law. 
I  present  this  circumstance  to  the  view  of  Congress  that  they 
may  judge  whether  any  alteration  ought  to  be  made. 

As  it  appears  to  be  conformable  with  the  intention  of  the 
"Ordinance  for  the  Government  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,"  altho'  it  is  not  expressly 
directed  that  the  laws  of  that  territory  should  be  laid  before 
Congress,  I  now  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  such,  as  have  been 
passed  from  July  toDecemr.  1792  inclusive,  being  the  last  which 
have  been  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State.79 

*To  CHARLES  COTESWORTH  PINCKNEY 
(Confidential) 

Philadelphia,  January  22, 1794. 
My  dear  Sir :  Although  I  am  not  encouraged  by  the  joint  let- 
ter which  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you,  and  our  friend 
Mr.  E.  Rutledge  (under  date  of  the  12th  of  June  1791) ;  yet,  in 
a  measure  to  which  I  am  strongly  prompted  both  by  judgment 
and  inclination,  I  am  unable  to  restrain  myself  from  making  a 
second  application  to  you,  similar  to  the  former  one. 

"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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I  have  cause  to  believe  that,  the  private  concerns  of  the  Gen- 
tleman who  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  department  of  War,  will 
occasion  his  resignation  of  that  Office,  unless  imperious  cir- 
cumstances (which  heaven  avert)  should  force  us  into  a  War 
with  any  of  the  Belligerent  Powers,  and,  under  such  circum- 
stances, he  should  hold  it  dishonorable  to  retreat  from  his  Post. 

Towards,  or  at,  the  close  of  the  present  Session  of  Congress 
(which  is  hardly  to  be  expected  before  April,  if  then)  this  event 
if  it  takes  place  is  likely  to  happen.  Will  you,  upon  this  hy- 
pothesis, allow  me  to  endulge  a  hope  that  you  would  fill  his 
place  ?  It  is  not  for  the  mere  detail  duties  of  the  Office  I  am  in 
pursuit  of  a  character.  These  might  be  well  executed  by  a  less 
important  one  than  yours  but  as  the  Officer  who  is  at  the  head 
of  that  department  is  a  branch  of  the  Executive,  and  called  to 
its  Councils  upon  interesting  questions  of  National  importance 
he  ought  to  be  a  man,  not  only  of  competent  skill  in  the  science 
of  War,  but  possessing  a  general  knowledge  of  political  sub- 
jects, of  known  attachment  to  the  Government  we  have  chosen, 
and  of  proved  integrity.  To  whom  then  can  I  turn  my  eyes 
with  more  propriety  than  on  you  ?  I  mean  not  to  compliment, 
but  to  express  the  real  sentiments  of  my  heart.80 

The  intention  of  writing  this  letter,  and  the  purport  of  it,  is 
unknown  to  any  one  but  myself;  the  result  may  be  equally  so; 
since  it  is  placed  upon  a  hypothetical  base,  and  declared  to  be 
confidential.  No  more  therefore  than  you  chuse  need  be  dis- 
closed until  the  event  which  has  given  rise  to  the  application 
shall  have  taken  place,  although  it  is  essential  I  should  know 
in  the  meanwhile  on  what  ground  I  rest;  without  which  incon- 
veniences might  result  from  the  vacancy  of  the  Office.  With 
much  truth  and  sincerity  I  am  &c. 

"Pinckney  declined  the  offer  from  "circumstances  not  in  my  power  to  controul." 
His  letter,  dated  Feb.  24,  1794,  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 


250  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [Jan. 

To  THOMAS  JOHNSON 

Philadelphia,  January  23, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  23d.  Ulto.  came  duly  to  hand. 
With  regret  I  perceive  your  determination  to  withdraw  from 
the  Commission  under  which  you  have  acted  for  executing  the 
plan  of  the  Federal  City,  my  wish  was,  and  still  is,  if  it  could  be 
made  to  comport  with  your  convenience  and  inclination,  that 
it  should  be  changed;  or  at  least  suspended:  for  I  should  be 
sorry  to  see  others  (coming  in  at  the  eleventh  hour  as  it  were) 
reap  the  fruits  of  your  difficult  labours;  but  if  this  cannot  be 
I  would  thank  you  for  naming  (which  may  be  in  confidence) 
such  persons  as  you  shall  think  best  qualified  to  succeed  you  in 
this  interesting  and  important  business.  My  limited  acquaint- 
ance with  convenient  characters  does  not  enable  me  to  do  it  to 
my  own  satisfaction;  and  even  among  those,  which  might  hap- 
pen to  present  themselves  to  my  view,  there  might  be  local  cir- 
cumstances in  the  way,  unknown  to  me  which  would  render 
them  inelegible  in  the  opinion  of  the  public,  for  the  impartial 
execution  of  the  trust  reposed.  Were  it  not  for  this  I  presume 
proper  Characters  might  be  had  in  Georgetown,  or  among  the 
Proprietors  of  the  City;  but  how  far  their  connections  or  jar- 
ring interests  therein,  may  be  a  let  to  such  appointments,  is 
worthy  of  that  consideration  which  you  can  so  well  appreciate 
for  my  information. 

With  respect  to  Mr.  Blodget  I  have  not  hesitated  on  former 
occasions  to  declare  and  I  think  to  the  Commissioners  them- 
selves from  the  moment  his  conduct  began  to  unfold  itself,  that 
his  appointment  did  not  in  my  judgment  answer  the  end  which 
had  been  contemplated,  at  first  I  was  at  a  loss  how  to  account  for 
a  conduct  so  distant  from  any  of  the  ideas  I  had  entertained  of 
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the  duties  of  a  Superintendant,  but  it  appears  evidently  enough 
now,  that  speculation  has  been  his  primary  object  from  the 
beginning. 

My  letters  (if  not  to  the  Commissioners,  to  an  individual 
member  I  am  sure)  when  compared  with  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Blodget,  will  shew  that  he  has  in  no  wise  answered  my  expec- 
tations as  Superintendant  for  my  ideas  of  these  (in  the  exercise 
of  a  competent  character,  always  on  the  spot  with  sufficient 
powers,  and  fully  instructed)  were,  that  it  would  render  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Commissioners  of tener  than  quarterly,  or  half  yearly, 
unnecessary  in  the  ordinary  course  of  the  business;  cases  it  is 
true  might  occur  requiring  occasional  ones,  but  these,  after  the 
stated  meetingweresumcientlypromulgated,  would  very  rarely 
happen,  according  to  these  ideas,  fixing  on  a  plan,  giving  the 
out  lines  of  it  receiving  the  reports,  inspecting  the  proceedings, 
examining,  the  accounts,  revising  the  instructions  or  furnish- 
ing new  ones  at  the  periodical  meetings  is  all  that  appeared  to 
me  necessary  for  the  Commissioners  to  do;  leaving  to  the  Su- 
perintendant, who  ought  to  be  competent  thereto  and  respon- 
sible, the  execution  in  detail. 

I  wish  you  may  have  yet  seen  the  worst  features  in  Mr.  Blod- 
get's  conduct.  Finding  that  he  was  determined  to  proceed  in 
his  second  Lottery,  notwithstanding  the  admonition  that  had 
been  given  him  by  the  Commissioners;  that  he  had  actually 
sold  tickets  in  it,  and  for  Georgia  land;  I  directed  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  inform  him  in  explicit  terms,  that  if  he  did  not  in- 
stantly suspend  all  further  proceeding  therein  until  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Commissioners  should  be  unequivocally  obtained, 
I  would  cause  the  unauthorised  mode  in  which  he  was  acting 
to  be  announced  to  the  public,  to  guard  it  against  imposition. 
In  consequence  he  has  set  out,  it  is  said,  to  wait  upon  them;  if 


252  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [Jan. 

this  be  true  the  result  you  must  know.  Little  confidence,  I  fear, 
is  placed  in  Mr.  Blodget  and  least  where  he  is  best  known. 
With  much  truth,  I  remain,  etc.81 

*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  January  26, 1794. 

Mr.  Pearce:  Your  letter  of  the  22d,  and  the  Reports,  came 
duly  to  hand  by  yesterdays  Post. 

You  will  perceive  by  my  rotation  plan  (with  which  you  have 
been  furnished,  or  rather  by  the  notes  annexed  thereto)  that  if 
the  fields  allotted  for  Corn  at  the  several  farms  were  deemed 
inadequate  to  the  consumption  of  this  article,  that  such  parts 
of  the  fields  as  were  designed  for  Buck  Wheat  as  a  Crop  might 
be  converted  to  this  purpose,  and  I  repeat  it  again  here,  leaving 
the  proportion  thereof  to  your  own  judgment,  with  a  proviso, 
however,  that  there  be  Buck  Wheat  enough  sown  to  raise  a 
sufficiency  of  Seed  for  all  the  purposes  of  my  rotation  system 
another  year;  as  it  is  certainly  a  reflection  upon  a  farmer  to 
have  his  Seeds  to  buy.  The  reason  why  I  prefered  increasing 
the  quantity  of  Corn  ground  in  these  fields,  is,  that  nothing 
might  interrupt  the  manurings  of  one  field,  at  each  farm, 
every  year  with  green  manure ;  whilst  the  Cowpens  and  dung 
from  the  farm  yards  would  do  the  like  to  the  poor  parts  of  a 
second  field,  annually.  By  this  means,  and  a  judicious  rotation, 
I  am  not  without  hope  of  bringing  my  land,  in  time,  into  a 
profitable  state  of  cultivation;  and  unless  some  such  practice  as 
this  prevails,  my  fields  will  be  glowing  worse  and  worse  every 
year,  until  the  Crops  will  not  defray  the  expence  of  the  culture 
of  them. 


81  From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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By  the  report  of  the  week  before  last,  it  appeared  that  Stuart 
was  plowing  in  No  7;  but  as  that  field,  according  to  the  rota- 
tion which  I  have  by  me,  was  to  remain  this  year  in  Pasture,  I 
could  not  account  for  it,  otherwise  than  as  a  mistake  in  him, 
or  a  direction  of  mine  which  I  had  forgotten;  the  reason  how- 
ever of  my  mentioning  the  matter  again,  in  this  letter,  is,  that 
if  that  field  is  designed  for  Oats  and  Buck  Wheat,  the  part,  or 
such  proportion  thereof  (as  you  like)  which  was  designed  for 
the  latter,  may  go  into  Corn  in  like  manner,  as  is  allowed  at  the 
other  farms;  but  if  it  has  not  been  touched,  nor  intended  to  be 
touched  this  year  (and  I  again  desire  that  you  will  not  under- 
take more  than  you  can  execute  well)  then  such  part  of  No  1 
as  you  may  deem  proper  may  be  put  into  Corn:  or  you  may  do 
what  Stuart  suggested  to  me  before  I  left  home,  namely,  to 
plant  all  the  good  ground  in  both  No  1  and  No  3  with  Corn 
and  sow  all  the  broken  and  poor  parts  of  them  with  Buck 
Wheat  for  manure;  the  same  might  be  done  at  the  other  farms; 
remembering  always,  that  these  fields  are  to  be  sown  with 
Wheat  in  the  Months  of  August  and  September  next  agreeably 
to  the  plan  of  Rotation,  which  you  have. 

I  will  send  by  the  first  vessel  going  round  to  Alexandria  14 
bushls.  of  Clover  Seed,  as  I  fear  what  you  have  (except  of  your 
own  growth)  is  bad;  and  because  I  would  not  be  sparing  of 
Seed,  either  to  the  ground  you  have  to  sow,  or  that  which  has 
been  sown,  and  is  now  missing.  Of  Timothy  Seed  I  shall  send 
more,  as  10  bushels  is  sufficient  I  conceive  to  answer  all  your 
purposes;  but  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  Timothy  and  Orchard 
grass  seeds  have  got  mixed  (as  they  are  very  much  alike)  for 
I  am  sure  there  was  Orchard  grass  seed  saved,  and  Butler  and 
Old  Jack  ought  to  know  what  was  done  with  it.  That  you  may 
know  what  dependence  to  place  on  the  Clover  seed  which 
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went  from  hence  last  year,  and  put  into  the  Store,  mix  it  well 
together,  and  then  promiscuously  take  out  a  certain  (precise) 
number  of  seeds  and  see  what  proportion  of  them  will  come 
up.  The  Gardener  can  ascertain  this,  or  by  putting  them  under 
a  brick  on  the  ground,  in  a  warm  place,  you  can  do  it  yourself. 
I  shrewdly  suspect  that  that  seed  was  bad  even  last  year,  other- 
wise the  clover  lot  at  the  Mansion,  and  the  Meadows  at  Union 
and  Dogue  run  farms,  would  not  be  so  dificient  now  (the  latter 
after  twice  sowing  in  some  parts). 

Speaking  of  these  Seeds,  I  must  give  you  a  hint  of  what  I  also 
very  strongly  suspect;  and  that  is,  that  my  Negro  seedsmen 
takes  a  considerable  toll  from  every  thing  that  goes  into  their 
hands;  for  this  reason,  make  it  an  invariable  rule  before  it  is 
delivered  to  them,  to  mix  in  a  bushel  of  Sand  or  well  dried 
earth,  as  many  pints  of  seed  as  you  allow  to  an  Acre,  and  let  it 
be  sown  in  this  manner.  Two  valuable  purposes  are  answered 
thereby,  ist.  in  this  State,  the  Seed  is  rendered  unsaleable;  and 
2dly.  a  person  not  skilled  in  sowing  small  seeds,  will  do  it  more 
regularly  when  thus  mixed;  for  being  accustomed  to  sow  a 
bushel  of  Wheat  to  the  Acre,  the  same  cast,  and  fill  of  the  hand, 
does  for  the  small  Seed  when  so  mixed;  in  doing  of  which 
pains  is  to  be  taken  that  the  mixture  is  perfect;  otherwise  one 
part  of  the  acre  will  have  more  sand  and  less  seed  than  the 
other,  and  so  vice,  versa. 

Give  what  Manure  you  can  to  the  lot  at  Mansion  house  which 
is  to  be  sown  with  Oats  and  grass  seeds;  or  to  the  one  which  is 
to  be  planted  with  Potatoes,  as  circumstances  and  your  own 
judgment  shall  direct:  for  both,  I  do  not  presume  there  is  dung 
enough.  It  is  better  to  do  one  well  than  both  by  halves. 

The  Ground  between  No  6  at  River  farm,  and  the  Barn  lane 
you  may  apply  to  the  purposes  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the 
22d;  and  let  it  remain  under  the  fence  which  incloses  No  6  until 
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a  division  fence  can  be  run.  It  may  be  worthy  of  consideration 
whether  Potatoes  (if  some  part  of  the  Clover  lot  in  front  of  the 
Barn  does  not  require  to  be  broke  up)  ought  not  to  be  planted 
in  part  of  it. 

You  may  continue  to  eat  of  my  meat,  as  the  White  people 
will  take  it  after  it  goes  from  your  table,  until  your  family  ar- 
rives, and  afterwards  also  if  it  shall  be  found  more  convenient 
than  to  keep  seperate  stocks,  as  I  believe  it  will.  I  perceive 
Thomas  Green  draws  fine  flour  from  the  Mill  when  the  Miller 
and  others  are  content  with  Midlings;  and  which  I  am  sure  is 
good  enough  for  him.  Does  his  agreement  in  this  respect  differ 
from  the  others  ? 

The  thorn  berries  should  be  buried  a  year  before  they  are 
sown,  in  order  that  they  may  pass  through  a  state  of  fermenta- 
tion; unless  they  do  this  they  will  not  come  up.  Butler  ought  to 
be  acquainted  with  the  process,  if  he  is  the  practical  farmer  he 
pretends  to  be.  The  Cedar  berries  should  have  all  the  casing  of 
the  Seed  rubbed  of[f]  before  they  are  sown,  or  they  will  not 
come  up. 

Mr.  Dulany82  is  right  in  his  application,  but  when  you  pay 
him  the  hundred  dollars  (which  is  herein  sent  you)  take  his  re- 
ceipt for  ,£150  pounds  on  acct  of  the  Rent  due  to  Mrs.  French 
for  the  year  1793;  and  give  him  a  receipt  for  ^120  for  the  Rent 
he  owes  me,  for  the  same  year. 

There  is  part  of  the  Wages  for  1793  due  to  the  Estate  of  Mr. 
Anthony  Whiting;  but  how  much  I  am  unable  at  this  moment 
to  say  precisely.  They  commenced  the  first  of  Jany.  and  he  died 
about  the  middle  of  June,  but  how  much  of  my  money  which 
was  in  his  hands  he  may  have  applied  to  his  own  use  I  cannot, 
without  some  investigation,  decide.  If  the  Administrators  have 

82 Benjamin  Dulany.  He  was  a  brother  of  Daniel,  married  Miss  Elizabeth  French, 
and  managed  Mrs.  Penelope  French's  estate. 
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any  thing  which  leads  to  this  obtain  it  from  them,  that  the  Acct. 
may  be  closed ;  as  I  do  not  want  to  keep  them  out  of  what  is  due 
a  day.  I  remain  etc. 

ToJOHNCOWPER 

Philadelphia,  January  27, 1794. 

Sir:  Just  before  I  left  Mount  Vernon  in  October  last,  I  wrote 
to  you  respecting  the  discharge  of  a  bond  of  yours  assigned  to 
me  by  Mr.  John  Lewis,  for  ^146.13.4.  payable  with  interest  the 
18  day  of  May  93;  but  as  I  have  not  heard  from  you  on  the  sub- 
ject I  presume  the  letter  never  reached  your  hands. 

My  want  of  money  urges  me,  Sir,  to  beg  that  you  will  cause  the 
bond  to  be  discharged  with  all  convenient  dispatch.  I  am  etc.83 

To  JOHN  HAMILTON  MOORE 

Philadelphia,  January  28, 1794. 
Sir :  I  have  received,  and  pray  you  to  accept  my  best  thanks 
for,  "The  New  practical  Navigation",  which  you  had  the  good- 
ness to  send  me,  and  also  for  my  share  of  the  honor  of  your 
address.  I  am  etc.83 

*To  RICHARD  PETERS 

January  28, 1794. 
Dear  Sir:  I  thank  you  for  keeping  in  mind  my  request  con- 
cerning Oats.  For  Seed  I  wanted  them.  The  purchase  depends 
upon  three  things,  yea  four:  1st.  the  quality;  2d.  the  time  they 
could  be  delivered  in  this  City;  and  3d.  the  certainty  of  a  pas- 
sage round  to  Potomac.  4th.  not  having  yet  heard  from  my 

83 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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Manager,  how  much  he  requires,  I  cannot  be  precise  myself. 
All  therefore  I  would  further  request  of  you  at  present,  is  to 
ascertain  where  I  could  be  supplied  if  under  these  uncertainties 
I  should,  hereafter,  ask  your  assistance  in  procuring  them. 
Yours  etc. 

To  AUGUSTE  DE  GRASSE 

Philadelphia,  January  29, 1794. 
Sir:  The  President  of  the  United  States  has  been  made  ac- 
quainted, by  a  letter  from  you,  with  the  situation  in  which  you 
and,  your  family  are  at  Charleston.  Such  representations  are 
daily  made  to  him  from  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  by 
your  Countrymen,  in  the  same  unfortunate  predicament  with 
yourself.  No  man  feels  more  for  your  distresses  than  the  Presi- 
dent, nor  is  any  one  more  willing  to  contribute  to  their  allevi- 
ation, than  he  is.  In  fact,  he  has  done  this  as  far  or  perhaps 
further,  than  the  resources  of  which  he  is  possessed  wou'd  strictly 
justify,  having  no  public  fund  which  he  is  authorised  to  apply 
to  these  objects,  his  private  purse  is  inadequate  to  satisfy  the 
deplorable  cases  which  are  brought  before  him  by  letters  and 
otherwise,  for  relief.  The  subject  has  been  before  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  U.  S.  now  in  Session  here,  and  it  is  expected  they  will 
appropriate  a  sum  for  the  immediate  relief,  in  some  degree,  of 
the  necessities  of  the  unfortunate  fugitives  from  St.  Domingo.84 
Shou'd  an  Act  be  passed  to  this  effect,  it  is  hoped  that  your  case, 
among  others,  will  be  embraced  diereby.  The  President  directs 
me  to  assure  you,  Sir,  that  it  is  not  from  a  want  of  inclination  to 

On  January  28  Washington  wrote  to  Charles  Simms,of  Alexandria,sending  money 
to  pay  his  account.  This  letter  is  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington 
Papers. 

84  Such  an  act  was  passd  by  Congress,  February  10,  and  approved  by  the  President 
February  12. 
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serve  you,  or  of  sympathy  for  your  accumulated  distresses,  that 
he  gives  you  this  answer,  but  from  his  real  unability  to  afford 
you  relief.  I  am  etc.85 

*To  JAMES  KEITH 

Philadelphia,  January  29, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  The  enclosed  came  to  my  hands  a  few  days  ago; 
the  means  are  also  enclosed  to  discharge  Colo.  Simms'  account, 
and  to  receive  his  acquittal.  I  would  thank  you  to  get  from 
him,  and  forward  to  me,  Mr.  Lees  charge  also;  that  my  Admin- 
istration of  the  Estate  of  Colo.  Colvill  may  be  finally  closed, 
and  the  balance  deposited  somewhere  for  the  benefit  of  the 
residuary  legatees. 

That  I  may  be  better  able  to  decide  upon  the  latter  point,  I 
would  thank  you  for  an  extract  of  that  part  of  Colo.  Thorns. 
Colvills  Will  (or  the  Will  itself,  as  I  presume  it  is  no  longer  of 
any  use  to  you) which  makes  this  devise;  and  for  all  the  claims, 
proofs,  &ca.  which  have  been  handed  to  his  Executors  in  con- 
sequence thereof;  and  which  were  deposited  (to  the  best  of  my 
recollection)  with  you  along  with  the  other  papers.  I  am  etc. 

PS.  Are  there  not  some  parts  of  Colo.  Simms  charge  which 
ought  to  be  paid,  or  at  least  repaid  by  the  defendants  ? 

[N.Y.P.L.J 

To  THE  SENATE  AND 
THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

United  States,  January  30, 1794. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives: Communications  have  been  made  to  Congress  during 

85 Signed  "Bw:  Dandridge,  S.  P.  U  States,"  in  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the 
Washington  Papers. 
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the  present  Session,  with  the  intention  of  affording  a  full  view 
of  the  posture  of  affairs  on  the  south  western  frontiers.  By  the 
information  which  has  lately  been  laid  before  Congress,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  difficulties  with  the  Creeks  had  been  amicably 
and  happily  terminated;  but  it  will  be  perceived,  with  regret, 
by  the  papers  herewith  transmitted,  that  the  tranquillity  has 
unfortunately  been  of  short  duration,  owing  to  the  murder  of 
several  friendly  Indians  by  some  lawless  white  men. 

The  condition  of  things  in  that  quarter,  requires  the  serious 
and  immediate  consideration  of  Congress;  and  the  adoption  of 
such  wise  and  vigorous  laws  as  will  be  competent  to  the  preser- 
vation of  the  national  character,  and  of  the  peace  made  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  with  the  several  Indian  tribes : 
Experience  demonstrates  that  the  existing  legal  provisions  are 
entirely  inadequate  to  those  great  objects.86 

*ToBURGESBALL 

Philadelphia,  February  3, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  In  due  course  of  the  Posts  I  have  received  your 
letters  of  the  17th.  of  December  and  21st.  of  the  last  month; 
and  congratulate  you  on  the  birth  of  a  Son,  and  the  passage  of 
your  family  through  the  Small  Pox. 

As  you  had  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  needful  for 
purchasing  the  Buck  Wht,  and  had  assured  me  that  no  disap- 
pointment should  follow,  I  have  not  given  you  the  trouble  of 
a  letter  until  now,  since  I  wrote  from  German  Town;  and  now, 
principally  to  beg  that  the  Buck  Wheat  may  be  got  down  in 
time  for  early  sowing;  the  present  frost  being  favorable  for 
transportation. 

From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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I  have  procured  for  you,  and  it  shall  be  sent  with  my  own  by 
the  first  vessel  to  Alexandria,  three  bushels  of  Clover  seed 
which  appears  to  be  clean,  and  warranted  fresh.  It  will  cost 
delivered  at  Alexandria  about  eight  dollars  a  bushel.  It  shall 
be  directed  to  the  care  of  Colo.  Gilpin  to  whom  my  own 
things  will  be  consigned;  as  the  Captn.  is  not  at  liberty  to  land 
any  part  of  his  Cargo  before  he  arrives  at  the  Port  to  which  he 
is  bound.  No  opportunity  has  offered  since  the  first  frost  (in 
december)  set  in,  or  both  yours  and  mine  would  have  gone 
e'er  this.  To  say  now  when  they  will  go  is  more  than  I  am 
able,  as  the  Delaware  is  closed,  and  navigation  at  an  end  until 
there  comes  a  thaw. 

With  this  letter  is  enclosed  a  box  containing  bracelets  &ca. 
for  Mrs.  Ball,  wch.  I  hope  will  get  safe  to  hand,  as  I  have  di- 
rected them  to  the  particular  care  of  the  Postmaster  in  Alex- 
andria. Mrs.  Washington  and  the  family,  join  me  in  every 
good  wish  for  you,  Mrs.  Ball  and  Miss  Milly,  if  with  you,  and 
with  Affectionate  regard  I  am  etc. 

PS.  As  soon  as  you  have  ascertained  the  amount  of  cost  and 
charges  of  the  Buck  Wheat  delivered  at  M.  Vern.  let  me  know 
it,  and  I  will  remit  what  may  be  due  on  the  Acct.  The  freight 
of  the  Clover  Seed  from  hence  to  Alexandria,  as  well  as  the 
first  cost  of  it  will  be  paid  here.87 

*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  February  3, 1794. 
Mr.  Pearce:  The  Post  which  ought  (in  course)  to  have 
arrived  here  on  Saturday  last,  will  not  be  in,  it  seems,  until 
tomorrow.  When  it  arrives,  I  shall  (if  anything  requires  im- 
mediate notice)  by  the  Post  of  Wednesday  write  to  you.  If  not, 

87  From  the  original  in  the  Ball  Deposit  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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I  shall  delay  doing  it  until  the  usual  time,  that  is,  on  Sunday 
next. 

By  the  last  Post  I  sent  you  a  bank  note  for  One  hundred 
dollars,  to  pay  Mr.  Dulany.  I  hope  it  got  safe  to  hand.  I  now 
enclose  you  Mr.  Lewis's  draught  on  Mr.  Horatio  Ross  of 
Alexandria  which  when  received  place  to  my  credit,  and  advise 
me  thereof,  that  I  may  repay  the  amount  here.  I  am  etc. 

*To  JAMES  MADISON 

Saturday  Morning,  [February  8, 1794.] 
Dear  Sir:  The  Agricultural  Society  of  Philadelphia,  are  pre- 
paring the  "outlines  of  a  Plan  for  establishing  a  state  Society  of 
Agriculture  in  Pennsylvania"  to  be  laid  before  the  Legislature. 
Mr.  Peters  to  whom  sometime  ago  I  mentioned  the  Pamphlets 
&ca.  which  had  been  sent  me  by  Sir  John  Sinclair;  and  who  is 
appointed  to  prepare  the  business  for  the  Legislature,  wishes  to 
have  the  perusal  of  those  Pamphlets,  as  at  this  moment,  they 
might  be  particularly  serviceable  to  him.  I  would,  for  this 
reason,  thank  you  for  them.  They  shall  be  returned  to  you, 
after  he  has  availed  himself  of  any  information  which  is  to  be 
derived  from  them.  I  am  sincerely  and  Affectionately  Yours.88 

*To  WILLIAM  WASHINGTON 

Philadelphia,  February  9,  1794. 
Dear  Sir :  Your  letter  of  the  6th.  Ulto.  by  way  of  New  York, 
has  been  lately  received;  That  you  should  be  without  any  of 
my  letters  in  answer  to  your  former  favors,  is  matter  of  extreme 
surprize  to  me,  as  the  receipt  of  them  had  been  regularly 
acknowledged. 

""From  a  photostat  of  the  original  kindly  furnished  by  William  Ely,  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 
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The  Bill  on  Mr.  Bell  of  this  City  for  six  hundred  and  seventy 
eight  dollars  and  64/100  came  safe  to  my  hands,  and  was  punc- 
tually paid.  Of  this  I  wrote  you,  altho'  the  letter  has  never  it 
seems  been  received. 

Previous  thereto,  I  had  informed  you  (about  this  time  twelve 
month,  if  I  recollect  rightly)  that  as  it  was  improper  to  travel 
the  Jack80  in  the  winter  Season,  and  moreover,  as  he  could  not 
be  got  to  Mount  Vernon  in  time  nor  in  order  for  covering  the 
ensuing  Spring,  I  requested  you  to  keep  him  in  So.  Carolina 
and  do  for  me  in  the  case  as  if  you  were  acting  for  yourself, 
until  he  could  be  removed  more  advantageously :  and  now,  in 
answer  to  your  last  letter  of  the  6th.  of  Jany.,  requesting  to 
know  if  those  who  have  sent  Mares  a  second  time  to  Royal  Gift 
with  no  better  success  than  they  met  with  the  first  time  shou'd 
pay  for  those  wch.  do  not  bring  foal?  I  shall,  under  my 
present  view  of  the  subject  answer  No  provided  you  are  satis- 
fied they  have  not  cast  them  because  in  that  case  the  failure  is 
not  in  the  Jack.  But  in  this,  as  in  everything  else  which  relates 
to  the  Jack,  do  as  (I  have  before  requested)  the  same  for  me 
as  you  would  for  yourself  and  I  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied. 

His  covering,  while  he  stood  at  Mount  Vernon  was  very 
sure;  for  no  mare  that  went  to  him,  scarcely  ever  missed;  nor 
was  he  ever  lame  before  he  left  that  place ;  but  from  accounts 
which  I  have  received  from  some  Gentlemen  in  Virginia  he 
was  most  abominably  treated  on  the  journey  by  the  man  to 
whom  he  was  entrusted;  for  instead  of  moving  him  slowly 
and  steadily  along  as  he  ought,  he  was  prancing  (with  the 
Jack)  from  one  public  meeting,  or  place  to  another  in  a  gate 
which  could  not  but  prove  injurious  to  an  Animal  who  had 
hardly  ever  been  out  of  a  walk  before,  and  afterwards,  I  pre- 
sume, (in  order  to  recover  lost  time)  pushed  him  beyond  what 

89  Royal  Gift. 
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he  was  able  to  bear  all  the  remainder  of  the  journey.  However, 
there  is  no  remedy  now  for  what  has  happened,  but  if  he 
should  get  over  his  present  disorder,  and  recover  his  flesh  again, 
he  may  yet  be  a  useful  and  valuable  animal  as  he  will  not  (if  he 
lives)  be  past  his  prime  these  fifteen  or  twenty  years  yet  such 
is  the90  longivity  of  this  species  of  animal.  I  was  glad  to  hear 
from  Mr.  Izard  that  he  had  got  one  very  fine  mule  from  two 
mares  which  he  had  sent  to  Royal  Gift;  from  thence  I  enter- 
tained a  hope  that  he  might  be  growing  better ;  be  this  however 
as  it  may,  I  would  thank  you  for  giving  me  advice  from  time 
to  time  of  his  condition,  that  I  may  be  enabled  thereby  to  take 
measures  accordingly.  In  the  meanwhile,  I  entreat  you  to  de- 
rive all  the  advantages  you  can  from  him  to  your  own  mares, 
without  entertaining  an  idea  of  making  compensation  for  it. 

Offer  if  you  please  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Washington,  and 
be  assured  of  the  sincere  esteem  and  regard  with  which  I  am  etc. 

*  To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  February  9, 1794. 

Mr.  Pearce:  Since  writing  you  a  few  lines  on  the  3d.  instant, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th.  of  last  month,  and  that 
of  the  third  of  the  present. 

If  you  are  satisfied  with  Mr.  Butlers  conduct  and  exertions, 
I  shall  be  so.  He  has  always  appeared  to  me  as  a  well  disposed 
man,  obliging  and  sober,  one  who  has  seen  better  days,  and 
must  have  had  a  good  deal  of  practical  knowledge  in  husbandry. 
If  you  can  make  him  active,  and  will  support  his  authority,  I  do 
not  see  why  he  may  not  be  more  useful  to  you  than  a  young  man, 
who  might  have  a  greater  propensity  to  be  running  about. 

w Washington  inadvertently  wrote  "their." 
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With  respect  to  the  French  furse,  I  shall  leave  it  altogether  to 
you  and  him,  to  manage  it  as  you  shall  think  best ;  for  in  truth 
I  know  nothing  of  the  nature  of  the  Plant.  In  the  disposal  of 
the  seed,  howr,  (where  it  is  ultimately  to  remain)  you  cannot 
go  amiss.  The  best  guide  perhaps  is  to  sow  it  in  soil  which  is 
most  congenial  to  it;  and  if  this  could  be  found  around  the  en- 
closures at  the  Mansion  house,  I  should  give  it  a  preference; 
but  in  this  also,  do  as  shall  appear  best. 

I  am  of  opinion  the  Post  and  rail  fence  which  runs  from  the 
Mill  up  to  the  tumbling  dam,  and  so  on,  is  too  low  and  unsub- 
stantial for  an  outr.  fence,  against  such  neighbours  as  I  have  in 
that  quarter;  it  was  for  this  reason  I  proposed  a  more  substan- 
tial one;  especially,  as  the  good  posts  and  Rails  in  that  fence 
would  do  very  well  for  the  inner  and  cross  fences.  I  conceive 
also,  that  the  outside  ditch  ought  to  be  widened,  and  deep- 
[e]ned.  In  a  word,  to  make  the  whole  of  the  exterior  fence  so 
formidable  and  the  Rails  so  close  together,  as  to  prevent  tres- 
pass even  from  pigs;  without  this  I  shall  never  enjoy  the  sole 
benefit  of  my  Inclosures;  nor  keep  the  meadows  along  the  Mill 
swamp  from  injury. 

The  out  fence  at  the  Mansion  house  I  am  sensible  stands  in 
great  need  of  repair,  and  I  shall  be  much  pleased  by  your  re- 
pairing it,  and  well;  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit.  The 
idea  of  getting  rails  out  of  the  dead,  and  decaying  timber,  I 
much  approve;  for  the  waste  which  has  been  committed  on  my 
timber  and  Wood  hitherto,  has  really  been  shameful.  I  have 
no  doubt,  if  the  trees  which  have  been  fallen  in  all  parts  of  my 
land,  and  only  a  small  part  of  them  used,  were  corded  for  fire 
wood  instead  of  lying  to  rot  on  the  ground  that  they  would  sell 
for  many  hundreds  of  pounds.  You  will  find  it  necessary,  I  pre- 
sume, whenever  you  undertake  the  Mansion  house  (out)  fence, 
to  get  the  rails  tolerably  convenient,  on  acct.  of  the  Cartage. 
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It  has  always  been  my  intention  to  clear,  in  the  same  man- 
ner the  ground  now  is,  in  front  of  the  house,  from  the  white 
gates  as  the  road  goes  towards  Alexandria,  up  to  the  little  old 
field;  and  to  extend  the  fence  out  to  it  whenever  a  convenient 
moment  should  be  found  for  the  purpose.  If  there  be,  there- 
fore, any  stuff  fit  for  Rails  within  that  space,  two  purposes  will 
be  answered  by  using  it;  namely,  fencing,  and  clearing  the 
ground  of  its  growth ;  but  I  fear  there  are  but  few  trees  that  will 
answer  for  the  first,  that  is  for  rails. 

If  you  will  examine  the  little  sketch  of  the  lots  at  Union  farm, 
which  was  enclosed  in  one  of  my  former  letters,  you  can  be  at 
no  loss  in  laying  them  off;  a  slipe  of  No  2,  from  the  fence  of 
No  1  to  the  fence  of  No  3,  of  the  breadth  mentioned  in  that 
sketch,  gives  you  the  four  lots;  and  dividing  this  slipe  into  four 
equal  parts  gives  you  the  size  of  each  lot.  The  two  next  to  field 
No  1,  are  those  which  are  to  be  sown  with  Clover  on  the  wheat, 
because  they  have  been  cowpenned.  The  other  two  must  re- 
main to  succeed,  in  order,  as  have  been  mentioned  in  former 
letters. 

If  I  do  not  confine  myself  as  nearly  as  circumstances  will  per- 
mit to  my  rotation  System,  this  year,  I  never  shall  get  into  it  at 
all;  for  which  reason,  although  I  might  find  ground  better 
adapted  to  Corn  than  what  was  intended  for  Buck  Wheat  (for 
a  Crop) .  It  is  my  desire  that  you  will  attend  to,  and  pursue  the 
course  wch.  has  been  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  26th.  of 
last  Month;  or  in  the  Oat  grd.,  if  you  shd  want  Seed  Oats. 

Let  me  know  every  now  and  then  how  the  growing  Wheat 
and  Barley  looks,  as  a  week  or  two  may  change  the  appearance 
of  them  materially. 

What,  or  how  much  is  done  to  the  new  race  of  the  Mill  ?  and 
at  which  end  did  they  begin  ?  Is  it  got  to  its  depth  ?  and  carried 
on  a  level,  what  has  been  done  ? 
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I  have  no  chance  to  get  honey  locust  seed  this  year;  and  as  it 
is  thought  improper  to  sow  the  french  furze  for  the  purpose  of 
transplanting,  the  ground  prepared  by  the  Gardener  for  these 
things  will  be  useless;  But  as  I  have  got  about  a  quart,  or  a  little 
more  of  what  is  called  White  bent  seed,  which  is  given  to  me 
as  a  very  valuable  grass,  I  wish  you  would  prepare  about  a  quar- 
ter of  an  Acre  of  grd.  (for  I  would  not  chuse  to  put  the  seed  in 
more  than  that)  in  one  of  the  New  Meadows  at  Dogue  run  or 
Union  farm,  and  sow  it  at  the  time  mentioned  in  the  enclosed 
letter.  If  no  opportunity  oilers  of  sending  it  by  water  with  the 
Clover  Seed  &ca.  I  will  send  it  by  Post. 

Let  the  Gardener  know  that  the  seeds  he  wrote  for  shall  also 
be  sent  at  the  same  time,  with  some  others  which  will  require 
his  particular  skill  and  attention.  You  have  never  informed  me 
how  much  St.  foin  and  India  Hemp  seed  he  has  saved. 

If  my  Cattle  and  Sheep  receive  all  the  attention  and  care  that 
is  necessary,  I  can  require  no  more,  if  they  should  die;  but  it 
shews  how  essential  it  is  to  pick,  cull,  and  sell  off  before  it  is  too 
late,  and  to  provide  well  for  the  rest,  and  this  I  hope  will  be  the 
case  another  year;  and  especially  in  attending  to  the  breeding 
of  them;  both  as  it  respects  the  choice  of  the  Males  (particu- 
larly) and  the  seasons  proper  for  their  going  to  the  females. 

In  a  letter  which  has  just  been  received  from  Mrs.  Fanny 
Washington,  she  requests  me,  to  desire  you,  to  rent  her  fishing 
Landing  at  Taylers  on  the  best  terms  you  can  obtain  and  make 
it  a  condition  that  the  person  so  renting  it,  shall  furnish  for  her 
own  use  two  Barrels  of  Shad,  and  four  of  Herrings,  and  as 
many  of  the  latter  as  hath  usually  been  put  up  for  the  use  of  the 
Negros  under  his  (Taylers)  care;  of  which  he  can  inform  you. 
It  is  my  wish  you  should  do  this. 

Colo.  Ball  must  have  the  three  shoats  he  applies  for,  a  boar 
and  two  sows.  I  was  in  hopes  the  last  spell  of  freezing  weather 
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wd.  have  enabled  you  to  fill  the  Ice  house.  It  is  very  desirable  it 
should  be  so,  as  the  convenience  on  acct.  of  fresh  meat  &ca.  in 
the  Summer  is  inconceivably  great  in  the  Country. 

It  appears  by  Mr.  Lewis's  accounts  that  Mr.  Stuart  has  only 
reed  £  15  12.  The  difference  between  that  Sum,  and  his  wages, 
is  yet  due  to  him;  unless  he  has  received  money  from  Mr.  Whit- 
ing; of  which,  if  the  fact  is  so,  he  unquestionably  knows,  and 
will  tell.  Crows  and  McKoys  wages  are  also  due,  and  must  be 
paid.  If  you  have  not  money,  nor  a  prospect  of  raising  it  from 
the  middlings  and  Ship  stuff  in  time,  for  these  purposes,  let  me 
know  it,  and  I  will  send  it  from  hence. 

I  have  nothing  to  add,  at  present  but  to  beg  you  will  make 
my  people  (about  the  Mansion  house)  be  careful  of  the  fire, 
for  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  them  to  be  running  from  one 
house  to  another  in  cold  windy  nights  with  sparks  of  fire  flying, 
and  dropping  as  they  go  along,  without  paying  the  least  atten- 
tion to  the  consequences. 

You  will  remember  in  time  that  my  house  in  Alexandria  is 
got  in  order  for  Mrs.  Fanny  Washington;  as  I  have  promised 
to  do  this  by  the  time  mentioned  to  you  in  former  letters.  If  my 
Carpenters  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  go  on  with  their  work 
as  they  ought  to  do,  I  intended  to  build  Dairies  both  at  Union 
and  Dogue  run  farm;  to  see  if  the  Milk  at  each  could  not  be 
turned  to  some  account;  but  the  lower  part  I  should  build  of 
Brick  like  that  in  the  Neck,  where  Stuart  lives.  I  remain  Your 
friend  &ca. 

PS.  If  upon  tryal,  the  Clover  seed  you  have  is  found  to  be 
good,  it  would  be  well  to  sow  what  you  have  upon  the  first 
Snow  that  covers  the  ground  after  this  letter  reaches  you. 
What  I  have  here  shall  go  by  the  first  Vessel  for  Alexandria; 
but  when  this  may  happen  is  impossible  to  say,  as  the  Naviga- 
tion of  the  Delaware  is  interrupted  by  Ice. 


268  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [Feb. 

To  JOSHUA  GALE 

Philadelphia,  February  13,  1794. 

Sir:  I  received  your  Letter  of  the  8th  of  December,  a  few 
days  ago  only. 

My  lowest  price  for  the  Land  I  hold  on  the  North  River,  in 
Gloucester  County,  in  Virginia,  is  one  thousand  pounds,  esti- 
mating dollars  at  six  shillings,  about  this  sum  the  land  actu- 
ally stands  me  in  at  this  moment,  and  I  shall  advance  the  price 
in  proportion,  at  least  to  the  interest  of  the  above  sum,  at  any- 
time hereafter. 

If  credit  is  required,  it  may  be  obtained  for  two,  three,  or 
four  years,  paying  Interest  on  the  purchase  money.  I  am  etc.91 

*  To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  February  16, 1794. 

Mr.  Pearce:  Your  letter  of  the  nth.  instant,  covering  the  re- 
ports of  the  preceeding  week,  came  regularly  to  hand,  and 
gave  me  concern  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Stuarts  daughter. 
What  was  her  complaint  ? 

My  intention,  with  respect  to  the  repairs  of  my  house  in 
Alexandria,  and  inclosing  the  lot,  was,  that  every  particle  of 
the  work,  except  putting  it  together,  should  be  prepared  at 
Mount  Vernon,  and  carried  thither  by  Water;  for  sure  I  am, 
if  the  whole  was  to  be  executed  in  Town  that  four  faithful 
workmen  would  do  more  there  in  one  week  than  any  four  of 
mine  would  do  in  a  month.  I  expected  that  Green,  or  some 
one  that  was  a  judge  of  work,  would  examine  critically  what 
was  to  be  done,  that  the  whole  might  be  carried  on  in  the 

wFrom  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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manner  I  have  just  mentioned.  This,  as  far  as  the  dwelling 
house  is  concerned,  has  been  done  already;  but  not  I  believe 
with  the  accuracy  that  is  necessary  to  prevent  mistakes.  In 
truth,  the  Man  who  lives  in  it,  ought,  by  his  agreement,  to 
have  kept  the  houses  &ca  in  perfect  repair;  for  that  is  the  only 
compensation  he  proposed  (I  believe)  to  make  me  for  the  use 
of  it;  and  when  I  saw  him  last,  in  October,  he  told  me  that  he 
had  made  a  new  door,  or  doors,  and  some  sashes,  and  was 
going  on  with  the  work.  It  might  be  well  therefore,  the  first 
time  you  go  to  town,  to  examine  minutely  into  the  matter,  see 
what  he  has  done,  what  he  talks  of  doing,  on  what  terms,  and 
how  far  he  may  be  depended  upon  for  what  he  engages;  re- 
membering always  that  the  house  must  be  in  order  by  the  time 
you  have  been  informed  of.  Whether  this  man  (that  is  the 
tenant)  is  a  joiner  or  house  Carpenter  himself,  or  not,  I  am 
unable  to  say :  If  the  former,  and  he  is  to  be  Depended  upon, 
all  you  can  get  out  of  him,  in  time,  by  way  of  compensation 
for  Rent,  will  be  so  much  saved  to  me;  but  nothing  that  is 
essential  to  the  two  houses,  must  be  left  to  uncertainties.  In- 
closing the  lot  in  time  is  not  quite  so  material;  but  let  it  be 
done  in  a  very  substantial  manner  whenever  it  is  set  about; 
with  such  Posts  and  Rails  (close  enough  together)  as  will  com- 
pleatly  secure  a  garden,  whenever  it  is  converted  to  that  use, 
and  not  easily  pulled  down  for  firing.  You  might,  in  order  to 
know  what  the  work  can  be  accomplished  for,  by  hiring,  get 
a  respectable  workman  of  Alexandria  to  examine  the  two 
houses  carefully,  set  down  everything  wanting  to  them,  and 
the  lowest  he  will  do  it  for.  I  could,  after  receiving  this,  with 
your  opinion  thereupon,  be  better  able  to  decide  whether  to 
hire  or  employ  my  own  people.  This  may  also  be  done  with 
respect  to  enclosing  the  lot;  though  I  conceive  there  would  be 
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more  propriety  in  doing  the  latter  than  the  former,  with  my 
own  Carpenters.  If  large  and  stout  Cedar  Posts,  and  chesnut 
or  Cyprus  Rails  could  be  bought  reasonably  it  would  be  better 
than  to  get  them  of  Oak,  from  my  own  land,  and  let  the  esti- 
mate of  the  workman,  you  may  consult,  be  made  on  the  sup- 
position of  their  being  so.  In  wch.  case,  it  might  be  better  to 
employ  him;  for  otherwise  they  would,  more  than  probably  be 
to  be  brought  from  Alexandria  to  Mount  Vernon  and  then  to 
go  back  again,  or  my  Carpenters  must  go  there  to  dress,  Mor- 
tise, and  tenant  them;  which,  as  I  have  observed  before,  I  am 
sure  would  afford  them  the  opportunity  of  being  idle. 

I  am  so  well  satisfied  of  Thomas  Greens  unfitness  to  look 
after  my  Carpenters,  that  nothing  but  the  helpless  situation  in 
which  you  find  his  family,  has  prevailed  on  me  to  retain  him 
'till  this  time :  but  if  you  perceive  more  and  more,  as  your  op- 
portunities encrease,  that  he  is  not  to  be  entrusted,  you  had  bet- 
ter be  looking  out  in  time  to  supply  his  place  another  year  if 
there  should  not  be  cause  to  turn  him  sooner  off. 

When  he  has  compleated  the  New  Barn  at  Dogue  run,  let  it 
be  well  cleaned  out,  and  a  good  lock  put  upon  the  lower  door, 
the  Key  of  which  either  keep  yourself,  or  order  McKoy  never 
to  let  it  be  out  of  his  own  locked  Chest.  Then  try  how  the 
treading  floor  will  answer  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  con- 
structed. 

I  perceive  my  Overseers  are  beginning  to  report  the  increase 
of  Lambs  this  year  as  they  did  last;  by  which  I  never  know 
what  they  lose.  Let  them  know  it  is  my  expectation,  that,  every 
lamb  that  falls,  and  every  one  that  dies  in  the  week,  and  what 
are  actually  in  being  at  the  time,  is  to  be  precisely  set  down.  It 
is  from  hence  only  I  can  form  a  judgment  of  their  care  and 
attention  to  them.    According  to  their  mode  of  rendering  the 
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Account,  I  may,  if  an  hundred  Lambs  fall  in  a  week,  and  fifty 
of  them  die,  have  an  increase  of  50  only  in  the  report;  and  al- 
though this  is  true  in  fact,  it  is  by  no  means  a  fair,  or  a  satisfac- 
tory state  of  the  case.  The  missing  report  of  Mr.  Stuart  ought 
yet  to  come  forward,  otherwise  there  will  be  a  gap,  or  break 
in  them. 

Whenever  you  shall  have  received  the  amount  of  Mr.  Lewis's 
order  on  Mr.  Ross,  let  me  be  informed  of  it;  because  I  shall 
then  pay  the  money  here. 

Under  cover  with  this  letter  you  will  receive,  and  I  hope  in 
good  order,  the  White  bent  grass  seeds  mentioned  in  my  last 
letter;  half  an  ear  of  very  early  ripening  corn;  the  Garden  seeds 
written  for  by  Ehler;  and  4  kinds  of  seeds  sent  me  by  a  Gentle- 
man in  England;  some  (or  I  believe  all)  of  which  came  from 
the  East  Indias.  In  my  last  I  gave  directions  concerning  the 
Bent  grass,  and  therefore  shall  say  nothing  about  it  here:  If 
the  Corn  is  not  planted  where  it  can  be  protected,  it  will  all  be 
eaten  in  its  green  state.  The  Gardener  will  see  by  the  prices 
annexed  to  the  Seeds  he  sent  for,  how  necessary  it  is  for  him  to 
save  his  own  Seeds,  which  I  hope  he  will  do  hereafter;  and  I 
desire  he  will  take  particular  care  of  the  other  four  sorts  of  for- 
eign seeds;  two  of  which  he  will  perceive  must  be  sown  in 
moist  ground,  or  kept  moist  after  it  is  sown.  Let  him  number 
the  papers  which  contain  these  seeds,  and  drive  stakes  with 
corrisponding  numbers  by  each  kind,  when  sown,  that  he  may 
be  at  no  loss  to  know  them :  Putting  the  papers  as  is  usual,  in  a 
split  stick  by  them,  is  apt  to  be  lost;  or  so  defaced  by  the  weather 
as  to  become,  after  a  while,  unintelligable ;  and  then  the  name 
will  be  forgotten :  by  the  method  I  have  proposed  this  cannot 
happen;  On  the  papers  too  may  be  noted  the  places  where  they 
are  sown.  I  remain  etc. 
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To  THE  SENATE  AND 
THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

United  States,  February  19, 1794. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives :  I  lay  before  you  the  copy  of  a  Letter  which  I  have  received 
from  the  Chief  Justice  and  associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,92  and  their  desire,  the  representa- 
tion mentioned  in  the  said  Letter,  pointing  out  certain  defects 
in  the  judiciary  system.93 

*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  February  22, 1794. 

Mr.  Pearce :  Your  letter  of  the  15th  instt  and  the  reports,  have 
come  to  hand  as  usual. 

I  was  affraid  the  open  weather  we  have  had,  with  frost, 
would  have  injured  the  Wheat.  A  short  crop  of  this  article  two 
years  running,  wod  fall  heavy  upon  me;  as  it  seems  to  be  the 
only  thing,  to  any  sort  of  amount,  from  which  the  means  is 
derived,  by  which  the  various,  and  heavy  expences  of  my  estate, 
is  borne.  If  the  Wheat  is  thrown  much  out  of  the  ground,  and 
the  roots  exposed,  try  the  roller  thereon,  repeatedly,  as  soon 
as  the  earth  is  a  little  settled,  and  the  roller  will  pass  over  it  with- 
out its  sticking  thereto;  over  the  parts  I  mean  (of  the  fields) 
that  are  injured.  I  tried  this  method  one  year  with  very  good 
success;  and  it  is  a  practice  strongly  recommended  by  all  the 
Books  on  farming.   I  have,  myself,  seen  bunches  of  Wheat 

82Dated  Feb.  18,  1794,  and  signed  by  Jay,  Cushing,  Wilson,  Blair,  and  Paterson, 
inclosing  a  representation,  addressed  to  Congress,  and  signed  by  the  justices.  Neither 
this  letter  nor  the  representation  are  now  found  in  the  Washington  Papers,  but  the 
text  of  both  is  printed  in  American  State  Papers  (Miscellaneous),  vol.  1,  p.  77. 

'"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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the  roots  of  which  have  been  entirely  out  of  the  ground,  take 
again  by  the  Roller's  compressing  them  to  the  earth:  and  the 
chance  of  doing  it  is  well  worth  the  expence  and  time  which  is 
required  by  the  Roller,  drawn  with  Oxen. 

Put  such  part  of  the  field  (intended  to  be  enclosed)  at  the 
Mansion  house,  into  Corn,  or  other  things,  as  you  shall  judge 
best;  regarding  however,  what  I  have  repeatedly  mentioned, 
that  profit  from  any  thing  that  can  be  raised  there  (at  the  Man- 
sion house  I  mean)  is  not  so  much  an  object  with  me,  as  clean- 
ing the  ground;  beautifying  it  with  trees;  and  laying  it  to  grass. 
I  had  no  idea  of  there  being  70  Acres  within  the  bounds  you 
have  described;  nor  do  I  perfectly  comprehend  your  descrip- 
tion of  them;  or  rather,  the  length  of  each  line  is  greater  than 
I  had  any  conception  of.  For  in  the  first  place,  I  had  no  idea  of 
its  measuring  80  perches  from  the  black  gate  (in  the  hollow) 
to  the  turn  of  the  road  by  the  corner  of  the  clover  lot;  or,  that 
from  thence  to  the  declivity  of  the  hill,  towards  the  Creek,  could 
be  87  more.  I  do  not  mean  that  the  fence  from  thence,  slid, 
descend  the  hill  lower  than  merely  to  hide  it  from  the  house, 
and  from  the  road  going  up  to  the  house.  To  what  part  of  the 
outer  fence  you  propose  to  join  the  last  mentioned  course,  I 
know  not;  and  therefore  cannot  judge  so  well  of  the  distance. 

I  am  a  little  at  a  loss  for  an  answer  to  Mr.  Thos.  Ringgolds 
request,  respecting  the  Jack.  I  should  have  no  objection  to  let- 
ting one  of  my  Jacks  stand  on  the  Eastern  shore,  if  entire  con- 
fidence could  be  placed  in  the  person  to  whose  care  he  was 
entrusted;  but  from  the  loose,  and  dissipated  character  of  the 
above  named  Gentleman  so  far  as  I  have  heard  it  spoken  of,  I 
have  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  committing  one  of  them  to  his 
management :  and  besides,  it  is  almost,  if  not  quite  too  late  now, 
to  negotiate  this  matter  with  him,  or  any  other  at  a  distance;  as 
the  Season  would  be  too  far  advanced  before  the  removal  could 
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be  made,  and  sufficient  notice  thereof  given.94  A  year  or  two 
ago  I  was  offered  by  a  Connecticut  man  (who  could,  and  would 
have  given  good  security  for  the  performance  of  the  agreement) 
Five  hundred  guineas  for  four  (or  five)  years  service  (I  am  not 
certain  which)  of  the  Maltese  Jack;  although  he  would  (for  he 
went  to  Mount  Vernon  to  see  them)  have  preferred  the  one 
which  I  think  is  named  Compound.  And  if  I  ever  part  with 
another,  it  shall  be  in  that  way;  in  order  that  I  may  know  cer- 
tainly what  I  am  to  receive.  Letting  one  on  shares  I  never  will; 
for  in  that  case  expences  are  trumped  up;  one  may  be  told  of 
difficulties  in  collecting  money;  and  many  other  things,  when 
accounts  come  to  be  settled,  with  a  view  of  staving  of?  paymt. 
which,  if  they  do  not  breed  disputes,  are  at  least  unpleasant 
things  and  ought  to  be  avoided.  The  Connecticut  man  whom 
I  have  before  mentioned,  would  have  paid  the  money  down, 
and  run  the  risk  of  the  Jack's  living.  The  advantage  of  which 
was  very  considerable;  as  it  was  the  best  security  possible  for  his 
care  of  the  Animal. 

If  you,  who  ought  to  know  Mr.  Ringgold  as  well  as  any  body 
does,  should  be  of  opinion  that  he  would  pay  five  hundred 
guineas  down,  or  give  security  for  his  doing  it  within  a  year; 
and  should  moreover  thk.  that  his  care  of  the  Animal  might  be 
depended  on,  you  might  write  him  word  that  upon  these  con- 
ditions, he  might  have  either  of  the  Covering  Jacks  for  four 
years;  at  the  expiration  of  which  he  is  to  be  returned  in  good 
condition,  if  living.  As  there  is  a  young  Jack  from  Royal  Gift 
;oming  on,  I  believe  it  would  be  best  to  part  with  Compound, 
but  it  is  not,  to  me,  very  material  which  of  them  is  disposed  of,  on 
the  terms  before  mentioned;  as  I  do  not  know  to  which  of  their 
colts  to  give  the  preference  from  any  knowledge  I  have  of  them. 

The  text  in  M.  D.  Conway's  George  Washington  and  Mount  Vernon  adds  at  this 
point  "for  Mares  to  be  brot.  to  his  stand." 
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If  you  should  write  to  Mr.  Ringgold,  and  he  should  accede  to 
the  terms  here  mentioned,  the  agreement  must  be  drawn  up  in 
writing,  by  a  professional  man  (that  is  by  a  lawyer,  Mr.  Chs. 
Lee  for  instance)  and  all  the  objects  of  it  clearly  expressed. 

Mr  Pearse  Bailey  may  be  informed  that  I  never  lower  my 
price  of  land;  it  is  infinately  more  likely  that  it  will  be  en- 
creased,  than  to  stand  at  even  what  it  has  been  offered  for.  This 
he  might  reasonably  expect,  as  landed  property  is  rising  fast  in 
value  every  where;  from  the  number  of  emigrants,  and  others 
who  are  wanting  to  vest  their  money  in  that  species  of  property. 

I  am  sorry  my  letter  was  so  long  getting  to  the  hands  of  my 
Nephew  Colo.  Washington;95  for  if  I  have  not  formed  a  very 
erroneous,  and  unjust  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  my  Negro  Car- 
penters, there  is  not  to  be  found  so  idle  a  set  of  Rascals.  In 
short  it  appears  to  me,  that  to  make  even  a  chicken  coob,  would 
employ  all  of  them  a  week;  buildings  that  are  run  up  here  in 
two  or  three  days  (with  not  more  hands)  employ  them  a 
month,  or  more. 

I  will  cause  enquiry  to  be  made  here,  into  the  price  of  Ozna- 
brigs,  but  have  little  expectation  that  it  can  be  bought  on  better 
terms  in  this  City,  than  in  Alexandria,  for  every  thing  is 
amazingly  dear  here. 

By  the  Trial,  Captn.  Hand  (I  believe  the  Masters  name  is)  I 
have  shipped  three  bushels  of  Clover  seed;  two  bushels  of  honey 
locust  seed,  and  a  keg  of  scaley  bark  hiccory  nuts:  the  two  last 
are  in  one  Cask;  the  high  price  of  clover  seed  prevented  me 
from  sending  more;  what  goes  in  fresh  and  good.  Tell  the 
Gardener  he  must  plant  the  hiccory  nuts  in  drills;  as  the  Illinois 
nuts  herewith  sent,  must  also  be:  and  they  may  be  put  near 
together  in  the  drills,  as  they  will  be  to  be  transplanted  when 
they  get  to  a  proper  size. 

"'William  Augustine  Washington,  of  Westmoreland  County,  Va. 
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Have  your  ground  for  the  honey  locust  seed  in  readiness 
against  the  arrival  of  the  Vessel,  which  will  leave  this,  it  is  said, 
tomorrow;  or  as  soon  [as]  the  floating  Ice  in  the  river  will  per- 
mit her  to  go  down.  The  sooner  the  locust  seeds  are  in  the 
ground  the  better.  I  do  not  care  where  you  put  them,  so  they 
are  under  a  secure  fence;  at  the  Mansion  house,  or  at  any  of 
the  farms  where  they  will  be  attended  to  will  be  equally  con- 
venient96 I  am  etc.97 

*  To  BUSHROD  WASHINGTON 

Philadelphia,  February  23, 1794. 

Dear  Bushrod :  Your  letter  of  the  13th.  instt.  with  the  enclo- 
sures, came  duly  to  hand.  I  thank  you  for  draughting  the 
answer  which  I  have  put  my  signature  to;  and  with  the  Bill, 
now  return  it  to  you. 

If  I  mistake  not,  my  renunciation  of  the  executorship  of  Colo. 
Fairfax's  Will  already  stands  on  record  in  the  Genl.  Court,  on 
some  former  occasion;  be  this  however  as  it  may,  I  have  always 
refused  and  never  intended,  directly  nor  indirectly  to  have  any 
agency  in  the  Administration  of  the  affairs  of  that  Estate. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  hear,  through  a  variety  of 
Channels,  that  you  are  becoming  eminent,  and  respectable  in 
the  Law.  In  this,  and  every  transaction  of  your  life,  let  honor 
and  probity  be  your  polar  star.  Your  Aunt  and  all  here  join  me 
in  best  regards  for  you  and  Nancy  and  be  assured  of  the  Affecte. 
regard  and  friendship  of 

MAt  this  point  the  text,  as  printed  by  Conway,  adds  "and  agreeable  to  me." 
97  The  first  page  of  this  letter  press  copy  is  not  now  found  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
The  text  inclosed  in  brackets  is  from  M.  D.  Conway's  George  Washington  and  Mount 
Vernon. 

Under  date  of  February  22  the  following  note  is  found  in  the  Journal  of  Proceed- 
ings of  the  President  in  the  Washington  Papers:  "Mr.  Fouchet  [Jean  Antoine  Joseph, 
Baron  Fauchet]  being  introduced  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  producing  his  creden- 
tials, was  acknowledged  as  Minister  plenipoty  of  the  French  republic." 
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*To  THOMAS  JOHNSON 

Philadelphia,  February  23, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  6th.  instant  came  Safe,  but  not 
until  after  it  had  lain  many  days  in  the  Post  Office  in  Frederick 
Town,  by  the  mark  thereon. 

Your  consenting  to  remain  longer  in  the  Commission  of  the 
Federal  District  gave  me  much  pleasure;  for  although  I  have 
no  doubt  with  respect  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  law  (estab- 
lishing the  permanent  residence  of  Congress),  nor  of  the  exe- 
cution of  the  plan  of  the  City;  yet  a  great  and  sudden  change 
of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  conduct  this  business  is  not 
likely,  in  my  opinion,  to  produce  good,  but  on  the  contrary,  evil 
consequences.  I  am  unwilling  therefore  to  hazard  any  thing 
that  can  be  avoided  on  this  occasion;  especially  at  a  time  when 
matters  appear  to  be  progressing  fast  to  a  favorable  result. 

Notwithstanding  you  have  agreed  to  act  longer  under  the 
Commission,  than  you  had  intended,  there  will,  nevertheless 
be  a  vacancy;  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Doctr.  Stuart; 
from  whose  last  letters  I  have  no  expectation  of  his  remaining 
in  Office  after  your  next  meeting.  With  much  esteem  and  re- 
gard lam  etc.  [  n.  y.  p.  l.  ] 

*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  February  24,  1794. 

Mr.  Pearce :  Your  letter  of  the  17th.  instant  came  safe.  Meet- 
ing your  children  at  Baltimore  is  certainly  necessary,  and  there- 
fore I  can  have  no  objection  to  it. 

My  last  letter  being  full,  respecting  the  repairs  of  my  house 
in  Alexandria,  I  shall  add  nothing  on  that  subject  in  this;  and 
as  Mr.  Stuart  has  not,  according  to  his  declaration;  received 
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any  money  from  Mr.  Whiting,  let  him  be  paid  with  the  deduc- 
tion only  of  that  which  he  has  reed  from  Mr.  Lewis,  or  from 
yourself. 

In  my  last,  I  omitted,  through  mistake,  the  Seed  which  is 
now  sent :  let  it  be  given  to  the  Gardener  as  part  of  that  parcel ; 
some  early  Colliflower  Seed  was  sent  to  him  by  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton (by  a  Gentleman  of  Alexandria  of  the  name  of  Turner) 
wch.  I  hope  you  will  have  got. 

I  hope  the  Posts  and  rails  you  are  now  getting,  will  not  be  so 
unsubstantial  as  to  be  blown  down  by  every  puff  of  wind  as 
the  last  are;  and  I  am  sorry  that  the  springeness  of  the  ground, 
where  you  are  digging  the  new  race,  does  not  admit  that  work 
to  go  on  to  advantage,  as  it  is  essential  it  should  be  compleated 
before  the  water  begins  to  fail;  but  notwithstanding  this,  I 
would  not  have  it  proceed  to  a  disadvantage,  whilst  the  hands 
can  be  more  benificially  occupied  in  other  things :  more  force 
must  be  employed  when  the  ground  is  in  order,  and  this  will 
be  between  the  present  wet,  and  the  drought  which  generally 
succeeds;  and  by  which  the  soil  binds,  and  becomes  very  hard. 
The  Miller  had  the  mode  of  sloping  the  race  particularly  ex- 
plained to  him  both  by  the  Gentleman  who  laid  it  off  and  my- 
self; his  directions  therefore  in  this  case,  is  to  be  observed  and 
followed. 

By  the  next  Post,  I  will  send  you  the  copy  of  an  Advertise- 
ment of  the  terms  on  which  the  Jacks  and  Stud  horse  is  to  cover. 
In  the  mean  while,  it  may  be  said,  the  former  will  cover  at  Four 
pounds  each;  and  the  horse  at  40/,  Pasturage,  Groom,  &ca.  as 
usual. 

After  culling  my  Sheep  at  Shearing  time  last  year;  and  going 
over  them  a  second  time  in  the  Summer;  the  loss  at  Union  farm 
(near,  or  quite  twenty  since  Autumn)  seems  to  be  very  extraor- 
dinary; and  I  fear  it  is  too  strong  an  evidence  of  Crows  inatten- 
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tion  to  my  Stock;  as  had  been  intimated  to  me  before  I  left 
Mount  Vernon  in  October. 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  the  Gardener  has  saved  so  much 
of  the  St.  foin  seed,  and  that  of  the  India  Hemp.  Make  the  most 
you  can  of  both,  by  sowing  them  again  in  drills.  Where  to  sow 
die  first  I  am  a  little  at  a  loss  (as  Hares  are  very  destructive  to 
it)  but  think,  as  the  Lucern  which  was  sown  broad  in  the  Inclo- 
sure  by  the  Spring,  has  come  to  nothing;  as  the  ground  is  good ; 
and  probably  as  free  from  Hares  as  any  other  place,  it  might  as 
well  be  put  there;  as  I  am  very  desirous  of  getting  into  a  full 
stock  of  seed  as  soon  as  possible.  Let  the  ground  be  well  pre- 
pared, and  the  Seed  (St.  foin)  be  sown  in  April.  The  Hemp 
may  be  sown  any  where. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  three  Bank  notes  for  one  hundred 
dollars  each;  out  of  which  pay  the  Revd.  Mr.  Muir98  of  Alex- 
andria Fifty  pounds,  and  take  his  signature  to  the  enclosed 
receipt;99  and  Mr.  Hartshorne  of  the  same  place  ;£  33.6.8.  being 
the  dividend  of  my  five  shares  in  the  Potomack  Company. 
Give  me  credit  for  these  three  hundred  dollars,  and  cha:  my 
Account  with  the  above  payments. 

Never  Suffer  a  Mare  to  be  taken  from  the  Jacks,  or  Horse, 
when  they  are  once  admitted  to  Pasture,  until  the  whole  that  is 
due  for  them  be  paid;  for  it  has  been  found  that  after  the  Mares 
are  gone,  I  have  more  trouble  in  collecting  the  money  than  it  is 
worth.  I  am  etc. 

*ToBURGESBALL 

Philadelphia,  February  24,  1794. 
Dear  Sir :  I  am  glad  to  find  by  your  letter  of  the  13th.  instant 
that  the  bracelets  were  received,1  and  pleased. 

88  Rev.  James  Muir,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Alexandria,  Va. 
The  £  50  was  Washington's  annual  subscription  to  the  Alexandria  Academy. 
Made  and  sent  to  Mrs.  Ball  as  a  present  from  Mrs.  Martha  Washington. 
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The  chocolate  shells 2  which  you  request  shall  be  procured 
and  sent  when  the  Clover  Seed  goes,  which  I  hope  will  now 
soon  happen,  as  the  navigation  is  once  more  just  opened;  and 
because  it  is  high  time  that  both  you  and  my  Manager  had  re- 
ceived the  latter;  that  is  the  clover  Seed.  No  Vessel  is  yet  up  for 
Alexandria,  but  I  am  told  two  or  three  will  soon  Advertise 
for  freight. 

We  all  join  in  best  regards  for  Mrs.  Ball,  yourself  and  Milly 
(if  with  you)  and  with  very  great  esteem  I  am  etc.3 

To  CHARLES  SIMMS 

Philadelphia,  February  24, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  Near  a  month  ago,  I  wrote  you  to  this  effect  "that 
the  letter  therein  enclosed  to  Mr.  Keidi  furnished  the  means  of 
discharging  your  claim  upon  me  as  Executor  of  Col.  Colvill's 
will,  requesting  you  to  deliver,  or  send  it  by  a  safe  hand  to 
him."  The  letter  for  Mr.  Keith  contain'd  a  request  of  some 
papers  to  be  forwarded  to  me,  which  I  then  was,  and  still  am 
in  want  of. 

Since  writing  these  letters  I  have  heard  from  neither  of  you. 
My  Letter  to  Mr.  Keith  contained  bank  notes,  and  half  a  guinea 
to  the  exact  amount  of  your  account.  No  accident  has  hap- 
pened to  any  of  the  mails  since  that  period;  delay  therefore 
cannot  be  ascrib'd  to  that  cause,  and  without  it  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
account  for  his  silence,  and  would  thank  you  for  information. 
I  am  etc.4 


"Ball  had  written  (February  13):  "I  wd.  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  you'll  be 
so  good  as  to  procure  and  send  me  2  or  3  Bush:  of  the  Chocolate  Shells  such  as  we're 
frequently  drank  Chocolate  of  at  Mt.  Vernon,  as  my  Wife  thinks  it  agreed  with  her 
better  than  any  other  Breakfast."  Ball's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

*From  the  Ball  Deposit  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

4 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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To  THE  SENATE  AND 
THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

United  States,  February  24, 1794. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives: the  extracts,  which  I  now  lay  before  you,5  from  a  letter  of 
our  Minister  at  London,  are  supplementary  to  some  of  my  past 
communications,  and  will  appear  to  be  of  a  confidential  nature. 

I  also  transmit  to  you,  copies  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  the  Minister  peniy.  of  his  britannic  majesty,  and  of 
the  answer  thereto,  upon  the  subject  of  the  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain;  together  with  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Messrs.  Carmichael  and  Short,  relative  to  our  affairs 
with  Spain;  which  letter  is  connected  with  a  former  confiden- 
tial message.6 

*To  REVEREND  JAMES  MUIR 

Philadelphia,  February  24, 1794. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12  inst:,  and  will  direct 
my  manager  Mr.  Pearce  to  pay  my  annual  donation  for  the  ed- 
ucation of  Orphan  Children,  or  the  children  of  indigent  par- 
ents, who  are  unable  to  be  at  the  expence  themselves. 

I  had  pleasure  in  appropriating  this  money  to  such  uses,  as  I 
always  shall  in  that  of  paying  it.  I  confess,  however,  I  should 
derive  satisfaction  from  knowing  what  children  have  hereto- 
fore received  the  benefit  of  it,  and  who  now  are  in  the  enjoy- 
ment thereof. 

Never,  since  the  commencement  of  this  institution,  have  I 
received  the  least  information  (except  in  a  single  instance,  on 

5  The  letter  from  Thomas  Pinckney  of  Nov.  25,  1793,  and  the  other  letters  men- 
tioned in  this  message,  are  printed  in  American  State  Papers,  Foreign  Relations, 
1,  325-326. 

"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 


282  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [Feb. 

this  head) ;  although  application  for  it  to  individuals  has  been 
frequently  made.  As  you,  Sir,  appear  to  be  in  the  exercise  of 
this  trust,  let  me  pray  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  gratify  this 
wish  of  mine.7  With  respect,  I  am  etc.8 

To  THE  SENATE 

United  States,  February  26, 1794. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate :  I  have  caused  the  correspondence, 
which  is  the  subject  of  your  resolution  of  the  24  day  of  Jany. 
last,  to  be  laid  before  me.  After  an  examination  of  it,  I  directed 
[copies]  and  translations  to  be  made;  except  in  those  particu- 
lars, which,  in  my  judgment,  for  public  considerations,  ought 
not  to  be  communicated. 

These  copies  and  translations  are  now  transmitted  to  the 
Senate;  but  the  nature  of  them  manifests  the  propriety  of  their 
being  received  as  confidential.8 

7Muir,  in  answer  (March  3),  stated  that  "J[ohn]  Wiley  went  from  this  School, 
whose  improvement  has  been  such  that  Dr.  D.  Stewart  I  am  told  has  employed  him 
as  a  Tutor  to  his  Children.  Thomas  Sanford,  Son  of  a  widow  in  Town  has  fin- 
ished his  education  here  with  much  applause.  At  present  the  School  consists  of 
1  John  Smith,  of  indigent  parents,  who  is  attentive,  and  makes  progress.  2  Thomas 
Lowe,  an  Orphan,  who  improves.  3  Samuel  Benton,  his  mother  a  widow,  an  in- 
digent, his  dilegence  is  commendable.  4.  John  Carey  an  orphan.  5  Henry  Mars, 
an  Orphan.  These  two  have  attended  111  during  the  winter,  being  badly  Clothed. 

6  James  Grimes,  of  indigent  Parents,  he  is  regular  in  his  attendance  and  studious. 

7  Thomas  Pindal,  his  father  dead,  has  fallen  from  easy  to  needy  circumstances.  8 
John  [and]  9  Mary  Farmer  a  widow's  Children.  Both  have  made  great  progress  in 
reading,  writing  and  Ciphering,  and  are  very  deserving.  10  Mary  Stewart  daughter  of 
an  Indigent  widow,  her  progress  is  considerable.  11  William  [and]  14  John  Moore 
children  of  a  widow  beginning  Spelling  only  and  their  letters.  13  William  [and]  14 
Benjamin  Moxley,  their  mother  a  widow,  a  few  miles  from  Town,  the  children 
attend  well,  and  begin  to  learn."  Muir's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

8 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

"E.  Randolph  has  the  honor  of  informing  the  President,  that  the  message  of  to-day, 
appears  to  have  given  general  satisfaction.  Mr.  M — d — n  in  particular  thinks  it  will 
have  a  good  effect.  He  asked  me,  whether  an  extract  could  not  have  been  given  from 
Mr.  Morris's  letter;  upon  my  answering,  that  there  were  some  things  interwoven  with 
the  main  subject,  which  ought  not  to  be  promulgated,  he  admitted,  that  the  discre- 
tion of  the  President  was  always  to  be  the  guide." — Randolph  to  Washington,  Feb. 
24,  1794.  Randolph's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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To  ANGELL  &  SULLIVAN9  AND  SAMUEL  HANSON10 

Philadelphia,  February  26, 1794. 

By  direction  of  the  President  of  the  Ud.  States,  I  transmit  you 
an  advertisement  of  his  Jack's  and  Stud-horse;  with  a  request 
from  him,  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  insert  it  in  your  paper 
during  four  weeks,  omitting  it  one  week  and  inserting  it  an- 
other alternately. 

The  cost  attending  the  above  will  be  paid,  as  soon  as  made 
known  by  you.  I  am  etc.11 

To  THE  ARTILLERY  COMPANY  OF  THE  TOWN 
OF  NEWPORT,  RHODE  ISLAND 

[February,  1794.] 
Gentlemen :  For  your  kind  congratulations  on  the  anniver- 
sary of  my  birthday,  and  the  other  obliging  expressions  of  your 
Address  I  pray  you  to  accept  my  grateful  thanks.12 

To  cherish  those  principles  which  effected  the  revolution, 
and  laid  the  foundation  of  our  free  and  happy  Government, 
does  honor  to  your  patriotism;  as  do  the  sentiments  of  com- 
miseration for  the  sufferings  of  the  unfortunate,  and  die  good 
wishes  for  the  happiness  of  the  great  family  of  mankind,  to 
your  philanthropy. 

Your  prayer  for  me,  is  reciprocated  by  the  best  vows  I  can 
offer  for  your  welfare. 

"James  Angell  and  Paul  James  Sullivan.  They  were  publishers  of  The  Maryland 
Journal  and  Baltimore  Advertiser. 

10 Publisher  of  The  Columbian  Chronicle,  Georgetown,  D.  C. 

"This  letter  is  signed  "Bw.  Dandridge"  in  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Wash- 
ington Papers. 

"The  address  of  the  artillery  company  is  dated  Feb.  22,  1794,  and  it  and  this  an- 
swer are  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers.  The  date  of  the 
answer  is,  of  course,  tentative. 
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*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  March  2, 1794. 

Mr.  Pearce :  Your  letter  of  the  25th.  Ulto.,  and  Reports  of  the 
preceeding  week,  came  to  hand  this  day. 

Enclosed,  agreeably  to  the  promise  contained  in  my  last,  I 
send  you  the  copy  of  an  Advertisement  which  the  Printers  of 
Baltimore  and  George  Town  have  been  directed  to  publish 
four  times;  in  each  of  their  Gazettes;  alternate  weeks;  that  is, 
to  insert  it  one  Week  and  leave  it  out  the  next,  until  it  has  been 
four  times  published.  The  same  you  may  cause  to  be  done  in 
Alexandria  and  where  else  shall  be  thought  proper:  among 
these  Port  Tobacco  may  be  a  good  place.  To  Leesburgh  (to  the 
care  of  Colo.  Ball)  I  will  have  one  sent. 

I  recommend  particular  care  of  the  youngest  Jack,  that  he 
may  be  made  to  grow  large.  I  do  the  same  of  the  Mules  (which 
Peter  knows)  allotted  for  my  own  driving.  Do  not  stint  them 
in  their  feed  to  accomplish  these  purposes. 

Let  there  be  an  exact  account  kept  of  all  the  Mares  and 
Jenneys  that  go  to  the  Jacks ;  and  to  which,  as  well  those  be- 
longing to  myself,  as  others :  the  same  with  respect  to  the  horse; 
but  suffer  no  Mares  to  be  taken  away  before  the  money  is  paid, 
unless  by  those  who  live  near  you  and  from  whom  you  can 
receive  it  at  any  time.  A  Mr.  Prescot  of  Loudoun  (or  Fauquier) 
owes  yet  for  last  year,  so  does  some  others;  and  as  no  regular 
accts.  were  kept  of  these  things,  the  money  will  be  lost;  for 
which  reason,  except  as  above,  let  no  Mares  or  Jennies  be  taken 
away  without  payment.  After  knowing  these  to  be  the  terms 
on  which  the  Jacks  and  horse  cover,  those  who  do  not  comply 
with  them,  mean  not  to  pay  at  all,  unless  compelled:  and  to 
bring  suits  will  not  be  agreeable. 
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You  would  do  well  to  shew  the  horse  at  Public  places.  April 
Court  at  Alexandria  would  be  a  proper  time  and  place,  as  it 
happens  on  Easter  Monday,  when,  probably,  many  people  will 
be  there. 

I  find  by  Mr.  Lewis's  account,  that  the  new  Visto  is  opened 
much  farther  than  I  had  the  least  intention  to  do.  I  had  no  idea 
of  extending  it  farther  than  the  other  was;  at  no  rate  beyond 
Muddy  hole  Branch.  Cease  opening  it  any  further  until  I  can 
see  it,  and  let  me  know  how  far  it  is  got,  and  what  has  been 
done  with  the  Wood  that  was  cut  down  in  its  course  ? 

Buy  as  much  good  Oznabrigs  in  Alexandria  as  will  enable 
the  Gardeners  wife  to  proceed  in  making  linen  clothes  for  the 
Negros;  and  let  me  know  on  what  terms  you  can  get  a  full  sup- 
ply, that  I  may  judge  whether  it  would  be  best  to  get  the  whole 
quantity  there,  or  send  it  from  hence.  To  know  the  width  of 
the  linnen,  and  if  possible  to  obtain  a  sample  of  it,  would  enable 
me  to  decide  with  more  accuracy. 

The  price  of  Midlings  and  Ship  stuff  in  Alexandria  is  greatly 
below  the  selling  price  in  this  market;  especially  the  first,  which 
is  5V2  dollars  the  barrel  of  190  lbs.,  and  the  latter,  from  a  dollar 
and  half  to  two  dollars  pr.  hundred,  but  as  these  articles  never 
are  as  high  there  as  here,  you  must  enquire  the  most  favorable 
season  to  dispose  of  them,  and  do  it  to  the  best  advantage. 
Keep  me  informed  from  time  to  time  of  the  prices  of  Superfine 
and  fine  flour,  that  I  may  know  when  to  strike  for  mine;  and 
ask  the  Miller  why  he  does  not,  as  usual,  note  in  his  weekly 
returns  the  number  of  barrels  he  has  packed  of  all  the  different 
kinds. 

I  forgot  to  observe  to  you  in  time,  that  if  all  the  fields,  in- 
tended for  Crops  this  year  could  not  be  flushed  up  in  due  sea- 
son, to  let  those  intended  for  Corn  be  left  to  the  last  and  listed 
only,  rather  than  the  work  of  the  spring  should  be  retarded, 
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and  the  Crops  put  in  late,  in  order  to  flush  up  the  whole.  You 
must  act  in  this  respect  now  from  circumstances,  and  your  own 
view  of  things.  Had  the  ground  been  broke  up  in  the  fall,  the 
amelioration  it  would  have  received  from  the  frosts  of  the  win- 
ter would  have  been  of  infinite  service.  Now,  except  the  work 
is  forwarded  by  it,  I  do  not  believe  the  Corn  will  receive  any 
benefit  from  a  flush  plowing.  I  wish  you  well  and  am  etc. 
PS.  How  does  the  drilled  Wheat  look  ? 

To  THE  SENATE  AND 
THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

United  States,  March  5, 1794. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives :  The  Secretary  of  State  having  reported  to  me  upon  the 
several  complaints  which  have  been  lodged  in  his  office,  against 
the  vexations  and  spoliations  on  our  commerce  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  European  war;  I  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of 
his  statement,  together  with  the  documents  upon  which  it  is 
founded.13 

*To  CHARLES  THOMSON 

Philadelphia,  March  5, 1794. 
Dear  Sir:  Weeks  have  passed  since  I  finished  reading  the 
first  part  of  your  translation  of  the  Septuagent;  but  having 

On  March  3  Washington  acknowledged  to  Nathaniel  Pendleton,  chairman  of  a 
meeting  of  Savannah  citizens,  the  receipt  of  a  commendatory  address  from  the  citi- 
zens, dated  Jan.  8,  1794.  Both  the  address  and  answer  are  entered  in  the  "Letter 
Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

On  this  same  day  (March  3)  Washington  also  gave  a  certificate  to  John  Jay  and 
Rufus  King  "as  an  evidence  that  they  were  not  the  authors  of  the  report  that  Mr. 
Genet  had  declared  he  would  appeal  from  the  President  to  the  People."  This  cer- 
tificate was  given  to  J.  K.  Paulding  by  Jared  Sparks,  and  sold  at  auction  in  March, 
1 93 1.  Reference  to  this  matter  is  in  the  letter  from  Alexander  J.  Dallas  to  Thomas 
Jefferson,  Dec.  3,  1793,  in  the  Jefferson  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 


1794]  BARN  AT  DOGUE  RUN  287 

neglected  (when  I  had  the  pleasure  to  see  you  last)  to  ascertain 
the  medium  through  which  I  was  to  return  it,  and  being  unwil- 
ling to  hazard  the  production  to  an  uncertain  conveyance, 
I  give  this  letter  to  the  Post  Office  in  hopes  of  its  reaching  you, 
and  of  my  receiving  the  information  above. 
'Tis  unnecessary  to  add  that  with  much  truth  I  am  etc. 

[H.S.P.] 

*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  March  9, 1794. 

Mr.  Pearce :  Your  letter  of  the  3d.  instt.  is  this  moment  re- 
ceived. The  badness  of  the  roads  has  occasioned  irregularity  in 
the  Post. 

I  approve  your  repairing  my  house  in  Alexandria  with  my 
own  People  (preparing  everything  that  can  be,  at  home) ;  and 
also  of  your  doing  it  in  the  manner  proposed;  that  is,  to  board 
between  the  houses  in  a  neat  and  workman  like  manner  and  to 
enclose  the  other  three  sides  of  the  lot  with  White  Oak  Posts 
and  Rails  well  executed.  Do  not  let  the  Posts  be  too  far  distant 
from  each  other;  when  this  is  the  case  the  rails  are  apt  to  warp 
and  the  fence  is  weakened  by  it. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  Green  has,  at  length,  put  a  finish  to 
the  Barn  at  Dogue  run  farm.  I  always  supposed  that  shutters 
would  be  necessary  to  keep  the  weather  from  the  floors  in  driv- 
ing Rains  or  Snow;  and  for  comfort  when  working  there  when 
it  is  very  cold;  but  these  are  soon  done,  and  should  be  made  to 
hang  on  substantial  iron  hooks,  that  when  light,  or  air  is  want- 
ing they  may  be  raised  up,  and  hung  to  the  foot  of  the  rafters. 
If  the  windows  below  want  shutters,  the  same  may  be  done  and 
hung  to  the  joice.  But  shoveling  the  grain  as  it  falls  from  the 
treading  floor  into  the  middle  or  octagon  part  of  the  building 
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will  always  preserve  it  from  the  weather.  I  want  much  to  know 
how  this  mode  of  treading  wheat  answers. 

If  you  conceive  the  Lucern  in  the  Spring  lot  will  come  to 
anything  I  am  well  content  that  it  should  remain  as  it  is,  with 
the  dressing  you  propose  to  give  it.  I  directed  seed  shd.  be  saved 
last  year  from  that  which  grew  in  the  Inclosure  opposite  to  it, 
but  whether  it  was  done,  or  not,  I  am  unable  to  say;  if  not,  I 
will  send  you  two  or  three  pounds  to  sprinkle  over  the  ground. 
Running  a  harrow  over  the  lot,  backwards  and  forwards,  and 
every  way  in  short  will  do  no  injury  to  the  Lucern  as  it  has  a 
long  tap  root,  but  may  tare  weeds  and  grass  up,  and  prepare  it 
better  for  fresh  Seed.  The  St.  foin  and  India  hemp  may  be 
sown  in  the  lot  which  you  have  mentioned,  as  more  secure 
perhaps  than  the  other,  against  Hares;  but  how  they  will  be 
annoyed  by  fowls  you  can  judge  better  of  than  I.  I  wish  to  have 
the  most  that  can  be  made  of  them. 

It  is  very  unlucky  that  the  state  of  the  Navigation  has  been 
such  as  to  prevent  my  sending  you  the  Clover  and  other  Seeds; 
a  vessel  is  now  up,  and  talks  of  sailing  this  week  for  Alexandria 
by  which  the  things  shall  be  sent,  I  hope  what  clover  seed  you 
had  (as  you  have  pronounced  it  good)  has  already  been  sown 
on  the  grain,  as  far  as  it  would  go,  as  was  directed.  I  am  etc. 

ToJOHNCOWPER 

Philadelphia,  March  9, 1794. 
Sir:  After  waiting  several  months  from  the  time  your  bond, 
dated  the  18  of  May  1791,  for  ^146.13.4.  became  due,  to  see  if 
(without  reminding  you  thereof)  you  would  make  payment, 
I  hardly  expected,  when  application  was  made,  to  learn  that  I 
was  yet  to  wait  many  months  more  for  the  money.  As  this, 
however,  is  the  case, and  you  ask,"  whether  I  chuse  the  payment 
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to  be  made  in  Philadelphia,  should  you  be  as  late  as  the  last  of 
June  next  in  making  it,"  my  answer,  and  wish  is,  that  this  may 
be  the  case,  unless  you  have  other  advice  from  me  in  the 
meanwhile. 

I  never  heard,  before  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  of  the  claim 
of  Jethro  Ballard  Esq:  to  any  part  of  the  land14  which  was 
bought  of  Mr.  Marmaduke  Norfleet;  nor  can  I  easily  conceive 
that  such  a  claim  is  founded  in  equity.  For  I  recollect  well  that 
all  the  disputable  part  of  it,  which  was  known  to  him,  was 
given  up.  My  opinion  therefore  is,  that  before  any  more  of  it  is 
relinquished,  he,  or  his  heirs  ought  to  be  consulted;  as  they  are 
certainly  liable  for  any  loss  that  may  be  sustained. 

It  appears  a  little  extraordinary,  that  a  claim  of  this  sort  should 
not  have  been  known  by  Mr.  Norfleet;  nor  by  Colo.  Lewis  and 
myself,  whilst  we  had  possession  of  the  plantation,  was  shewn, 
and  always  viewed  the  contested  spot  as  part  of  the  premises,  if 
Mr.  Ballard  was  the  proprietor  thereof  in  virtue  of  an  elder  pat- 
ent, especially  as  I  am  very  confident  the  lines  and  corners  com- 
prehending it,  were  ascertained  to  us  by  Mr.  Norfleet  at  the 
moment  he  announced  a  dispute  in  another  part,  which,  as  I 
have  before  mentioned,  was  given  up  with  his  consent,  rather 
than  embark  in  a  contest. 

It  is,  however,  the  business  of  Mr.  Jno.  Lewis  (from  whom 
you  purchased  the  land  or  rather  with  whom  you  made  the 
agreement)  to  examine  into  this  matter;  for  I  have  not  time, 
nor  will  my  situation  allow  me  to  do  it,  and  further  because 
the  land  was  disposed  of  contrary  to  my  judgment,  and  given 
into,  merely  to  accommodate  the  demands  on  his  father's  Es- 
tate. I  am  etc.15 


'In  Dismal  Swamp. 

5 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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*To  JOHN  FRANCIS  MERCER 

Philadelphia,  March  10, 1794. 

Sir:  I  have  lately  received  from  Mr.  Gwinn  Clerk  of  the  Genl. 
Court  at  Annapolis  a  Deed  which  has  been  enrolled  in  that 
Office  from  yourself  and  Lady,  Doctr.  Stuart  and  Lady  and 
Miss  Sprigg,  to  me. 

As  this  is  not  the  deed  which  you  and  Mrs.  Mercer  executed 
in  Philadelphia,  and  nearly  a  year  posterior  in  date,  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  acct.  for  these  changes;  and  should  be  glad  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  reasons  which  have  induced  them.  Whether  the 
present  differs  materially,  or  in  any  thing  from  the  former,  I 
am  unable  to  decide;  not  having  the  means  of  comparing  them. 
In  date  they  do  essentially. 

No  record  of  the  Survey  is  annexed  to  the  deed,  which  (a 
reference  being  made  to  it)  induces  me  to  believe  is  imperfect, 
without;  especially  as  the  division  of  the  Manor  may  be  more 
of  a  private,  than  public  act.  On  this  subject,  however,  I  shall 
write  to  Mr.  Gwinn. 

Your  draught  in  favor  of  Dr.  Stuart  was  paid  at  sight. 
I  am  etc. 

*To  WILLIAM  HERBERT 

Philadelphia,  March  10, 1794. 
Dear  Sir :  The  only  unsettled  matter  in  my  Administration  of 
the  estate  of  Colo.  Thos.  Colvill,  is  a  bond  of  one  Sidney  George, 
of  Maryland.  A  Mr.  Chalmers  (now  of  London)  who  was 
directed  to  institute  a  suit  in  chancery  in  this  case,  and  who  has 
been  written  to  on  the  subject,  thinks,  as  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
corrisponding  with  Colo.  Carlyle  about  that  time  (1774)  there 
may  be  found  some  letter  of  his,  or  account,  relative  to  the  pay- 
ment of  ;£ioo  to  Mr.  Jno.  West  in  part  of  this  Bond. 
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You  would  oblige  me  very  much  by  examining,  and  giving 
me  information  on  this  head  as  soon  as  it  is  convenient  to  you, 
as  I  am  now  about  to  decide  something  with  Mr.  George  re- 
specting this  bond.  With  great  esteem  and  regd.  I  am  etc. 

*ToJOHNGWINN 

Philadelphia,  March  10, 1794. 

Sir:  In  due  course  of  Post  I  was  favoured  with  your  letter  of 
the  25th.  Jany.,  with  the  deed  which  it  enclosed  from  Colo. 
Mercer  and  others,  to  me.  This  deed  refers  to  a  Survey  of  the 
Manor  of  Woodstock  (in  the  year  1782)  and  to  a  division 
thereof  made  by  Hezekiah  Veatch,  assistant  surveyor  of  Mont- 
gomery County,  on  the  2d.  day  of  January  1793. 

The  latter  (in  the  body  of  the  deed)  is  said  to  be  recorded.  It 
is  essentially  necessary  indeed  that  it  should  be  so.  But  neither 
the  original,  nor  a  copy  thereof  was  forwarded  to  me.  This  in- 
duces me  to  give  you  the  trouble  of  informing  me,  whether  the 
above  Survey  of  Mr.  Veatch  is  admitted  to  record;  and,  in  that 
case,  that  you  would  be  so  good  as  to  furnish  me  with,  either 
the  original,  or  an  attested  copy  thereof  from  your  Office.  I  am 

etc.  [N.Y.P.L.3 

*  To  ROBERT  TOWNSEND  HOOE 

Philadelphia,  March  10, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  when  you  paid  me 
for  my  flour  of  last  year,  you  asked  the  refusal  of  it  this  year. 

By  the  report  from  my  Mill,  I  perceive  about  3,000  bushels  of 
Wheat  has  been  manufactured;  but  how  much  flour  it  has 
made,  and  of  what  sort,  I  am  yet  to  learn.  If  you  incline  to  pur- 
chase what  there  is,  let  me  know  the  best  price  you  will  give; 
or  to  make  the  matter  short,  and  to  save  time,  you  may  have  the 
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Superfine  (if  any  is  made  )and  fine  flour  at  what  they  sell  for 
in  this  market  with  a  deduction  of  the  usual  freight  pr.  barrl. 
from  Alexandria  to  this  place.  The  cash  price  in  this  City  Su- 
perfine 50/.  common  47/6.  Two  or  three  months  credit  I  should 
not  object  to.  Your  answer,  as  soon  as  it  is  convenient  to  you, 
will  oblige  Dear  Sir  etc. 
PS.  I  have  more  than  what  is  mentd.  above  to  grind,  [n.y.p.l.] 

*To  WILLIAM  TILGHMAN 

Philadelphia,  March  10, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  1st.  instt.  with  it's  enclosures,  I 
have  duly  received. 

I  shall,  by  this  days  Post,  write  to  the  representative  of  Colo. 
Carlyle  (agreeably  to  the  suggestion  in  Mr.  Chalmers's  letter) 
to  know  if  he  (Mr.  Herbert)  can  throw  any  light  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  ^100  which  Mr.  Chalmers  conceives  he  must  have 
made  on  acct.  of  Mr.  Sidney  George's  Bond.  When  I  receive 
the  answer  it  shall  be  forwarded  to  you.  'Till  then  the  draught 
on  Mr.  Chalmers  may  be  suspended. 

I  have  no  other  object  in  this  business  than  to  bring  every 
thing  which  relates  to  it  to  a  speedy  and  equitable  close  so  far 
as  it  respects  the  parties  interested,  and  to  a  justifiable  one  as 
it  concerns  myself.  On  these  principals  I  should  hope  Mr. 
George  would  not  require  (having  an  attested  copy  of  it)  the 
original  bond  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Chalmers;  especially  as 
the  receipt  for  the  money  might  recite  a  statement  of  the  fact, 
for  his  indemnification. 

It  is  of  moment,  however,  to  me,  to  have  it  ascertained 
whether  the  sum  of  ^100  reed,  by  Mr.  Chalmers,  and  the  bond 
due  from  Mr.  George  for  the  payment  of  ^90  ought  not  to  be 
discharged  with  interest.  The  Administration  accts.  which 
have  been  settled  will  shew  that  interest  has  been  paid  by  the 
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estate  of  Colo.  Colvill  (Miss  Andersons  is  an  instance  of  it)  and 
judgments  in  behalf  of  the  estate  have  been  obtained,  in  Vir- 
ginia, with  interest.  To  act  safely  is  all  I  aim  at,  for  I  neither 
gain  or  lose  by  the  transaction.  I  am  etc.  [n.y.p.l.] 

*To  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE 
DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

(Private) 

Philadelphia,  March  14, 1794. 

Gentlemen:  My  object  in  giving  you  a  sight  of  the  enclosed 
letters  from  Mr.  Ellicott,  is  merely  to  let  you  see  the  temper, 
and  tendency  of  his  views;  and  what  may  be  expected  from  his 
representations  to  others.  After  reading  the  letters,  be  so  good 
as  to  return  them  to  me. 

In  September  last,  after  having  purchased  four  lots  in  Car- 
rollsburgh  (the  doing  of  which  was  more  the  result  of  incident 
than  premeditation) ;  and  being  unwilling  from  that  circum- 
stance, it  should  be  believed  that  I  had  a  greater  predilection  to 
the  southern,  than  I  had  to  the  Northern  part  of  the  city,  I  pro- 
posed next  day  (the  sale  being  continued)  to  buy  a  like  num- 
ber of  lots  in  Hamburgh,  and  accordingly  designated  the  spot; 
but  as  little  notice  was  taken  of  it  then,  and  none  since,  that  I 
have  heard;  and  as  the  sale  to  Greenleaf  and  others  may  have 
thrown  impediments  in  the  way,  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
what  my  prospect  is;  adding,  that  I  am  as  ready  to  relinquish, 
as  I  was  to  imbibe  the  idea,  of  this  purchase. 

I  had  no  desire  at  that  time,  nor  have  I  any  now,  to  stand  on 
a  different  footing  from  every  other  purchaser.  It  was,  and  cer- 
tainly would  be  convenient  for  me  to  know  if  there  is  a  proba- 
bility of  my  being  accomodated  agreeably  to  the  enclosed  from 
Mr.  Blodget;  first,  because  the  means  of  payment  are  to  be  pro- 
vided, and  secondly,  because  my  object  in  fixing  on  the  spot 
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there  mentioned  is  to  build  thereon  when  I  can  make  it  con- 
venient; provided  the  area  described  by  him  can  be  obtained: 
for  less  would  not  subserve  my  purpose. 

Whenever  deeds  to  others  issue,  be  so  good  as  to  direct  those 
for  the  lots  which  I  have  bought  on  the  Eastern  branch,  to  be 
forwarded  to  me.  With  great  esteem  and  regard  I  am  etc.16 

*To  ALEXANDER  SPOTSWOOD 

Philadelphia,  March  15, 1794. 

Dear  Sir :  Your  letter  of  the  9th.  instt.  is  at  hand.  Notwith- 
standing I  have  the  best  disposition  to  oblige  you,  and  to  pro- 
mote the  interest  of  your  son  John,  yet  it  is  impossible  he  can 
be  contemplated  by  me  as  commander  of  one  of  the  Frigates 
(should  the  Bill  now  pending  in  Congress  pass  into  a  Law)  be- 
cause a  number  of  the  old  Officers  who  served  with  great  repu- 
tation through  the  whole  of  last  war,  thereby  acquiring  much 
experience,  are  tendering  their  services;  and  grounding  their 
pretensions  upon  merit  and  the  losses  they  have  sustained. 

The  most  that  can  be  done  for  your  Son,  would  be  to  make 
him  a  second  or  third  Lieutt.;  and  even  here  I  would  not,  at 
this  time,  be  under  any  engagement  until  the  matter  is  more 
unfolded  than  it  is  at  present. 

Mr.  Brooke,  your  Son  in  law,  being  one,  among  a  great  many 
others,  who  recommended  in  very  strong  terms  Mr.  Lawrence 
Muse  as  Successor  to  Hudson  Muse,  it  was  thought  best  to 
appoint  him  to  the  Collectorship  of  Rappahannock. 

My  love  in  which  Mrs.  Washington  unites  is  off ered  to  Mrs. 
Spotswood  and  the  family.  I  am  etc.  [ h.  s.  p.  ] 

16From  Letters  of  the  Presidents  of  the  United  States  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Under  date  of  Mar.  14,  1794,  in  the  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  President, 
is  the  following  entry:  "Signed  Letters  patent  of  this  date,  granted  to  Eli  Whitney, 
of  Massachusetts,  for  an  improvement  in  the  mode  of  ginning  Cotton." 
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To  ROBERT  LEWIS 

Philadelphia,  March  16,  1794. 

Dear  Sir:  You  have  not  informed  me  yet,  in  what  condition, 
or  under  what  circumstances  you  found  my  Lots  in  the  Towns 
of  Winchester  and  Bath,  and  my  land  above  the  latter;  or 
whether  you  have  visited  all,  or  any  of  them  since  I  saw  you  last. 

I  wish  also  to  be  informed  how  your  collection  stands,  that  I 
may  direct  the  application  of  the  money;  and  request  you  will 
furnish  me  with  a  corect  list  of  all  my  tenants  entrusted  to  you, 
the  amount  of  their  rents  and  arrearages  of  them,  if  any,  that  I 
may  have  a  more  precise  knowledge  of  this  business,  than  I  am 
possessed  of  at  present. 

I  request  you  to  have  copies  taken  of  the  enclosed  Advertise- 
ment and  set  up  at  a  few  of  the  most  public  places  in  the  part  of 
the  Country  where  you  live.  Among  these,  let  Leesburgh  and 
Fauquier  Court  House  be  two  of  them. 

Mr.  Prescoat  (unless  he  has  paid  lately,  which  I  believe  is  not 
the  case)  owes  for  the  last  year,  and  for  a  considerable  length  of 
pasturage.  Whether  he  had  more  than  one  mare  to  the  Jack  or 
not,  I  am  unable  to  say,  I  presume  he  can  tell,  receive  the  money 
and  place  it  among  your  other  collections,  drawing  a  commis- 
sion thereon.  Your  Aunt  and  the  family  (who  are  all  well) 
join  me  in  best  wishes  for  you  and  Mrs.  Lewis,  and  I  am  etc.17 

*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  March  16  [-17],  1794. 

Mr.  Pearce:  Your  letter  of  the  nth.  with  its  enclosures  came 

to  hand  at  the  usual  time;  but  not  so  as  that,  enquiry  cod.  be 

made  into  the  prices  of  linnen,  and  you  to  be  informed,  by  the 

Post  of  tomorrow  (this  day  being  Sunday).  Go  on  therefore, 

"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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until  you  hear  further  from  me,  to  get  linnen  as  fast  as  it  can  be 
worked  up.  The  ii^d  linen  is  as  good  as  any  for  the  boys,  girls 
and  small  people,  who  do  little  or  no  work. 

I  was  afraid  to  make  the  interstices  between  the  pieces  of  the 
treading  floor  of  the  new  barn  at  Dogue  run  too  open,  lest 
the  straw  should  work  into  them  and  choke  the  passage  of  the 
grain  to  the  lower  floor;  or  to  emit  so  much  straw  between 
them,  to  that  floor,  as  to  make  the  difficulty  of  cleaning  the 
grain  much  greater.  Avoiding  these  two  evils,  the  floor  cannot 
be  too  open  provided  the  horses  feet  or  legs  are  not  endan- 
gered; and  this  is  not  likely  to  happen  unless  the  pieces  were  so 
far  apart  as  for  the  hoof  to  pass  through  or  turn.  If  the  section, 
or  part  of  a  section  which  you  have  left  an  inch  apart,  is  not  apt 
to  choke  or  pass  too  much  straw  through  try  another  section  at 
an  inch  and  a  half  and  so  on,  section  after  section,  until  you  hit 
the  mark  exactly ;  and  then  regulate  all  the  sections  accordingly. 
This  had  better  be  done  whilst  you  have  Wheat  with  wch,  to 
make  the  experiment :  and  without  loss  of  time,  as  not  only  an 
immediate  advantage  is  to  be  derived  from  the  best  distance 
the  pieces  can  be  placed  asunder,  but  that  I  may  know  better 
how  to  order  another. 

Let  the  drilled  wheat  have  all  the  cultivation  you  can  give  it, 
with  convenience,  that  the  most  that  can,  may  be  made  of  it. 

The  Clover  Seed,  Furze  and  other  articles,  are  on  board  the 
Sally  Captn.  for  Alexandria,  the  first  Vessel  that  has 

offered  since  the  breaking  up  of  the  frost.  It  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  the  delay  has  been  so  great,  but  it  was  impossible 
to  avoid  it. 

I  would  not,  by  any  means,  have  you  sow  the  Eastern  shore 
Oats,  if  these  are  what  you  depend  upon  Colo.  Gilpin  to  get; 
because  these,  besides  being  almost  as  light  as  bran,  are  rarely, 
if  ever,  free  from  the  Onion  or  wild  garlick;  with  which  my 
fields  abound  too  much  already,  from  this  very  cause.  I  had 
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rather  the  ground  intended  for  this  Crop  should  receive  Buck 
wheat,  or  any  thing  else;  or  indeed  nothing;  rather  than  be 
sown  with  such  Oats  as  are  generally  brought  to  Alexandria 
from  the  Eastern  shore  of  Virginia.  It  is  possible  you  may  get 
some  Oats  from  Notley  Young  Esqr.  near  George  Town.  These 
will  be  good. 

I  send  you  a  few  seeds  of  the  Nankeen  Cotton,  let  them  be 
planted  the  first  day  of  May  in  light  and  rich  ground,  well 
prepared.  Put  four  seeds  in  a  hill.  I  am  etc. 

PS.  I  have  wrote  Colo.  Ball,  and  my  Nephew  Mr.  Robert 
Lewis,  that  they  are  welcome  to  send  a  Mare  or  two  each  to 
either  of  the  Jacks  or  the  Horse. 

March  17. 

PS.  The  Vessel  is  not  yet  gone  which  has  my  seeds  &ca.  on 
board;  and  as  she  has  been  going  every  day  for  ten  days  past 
there  is  no  saying  when  she  will  go;  the  Captn.  now  says  to- 
morrow. He  has  promised  to  land  them,  if  he  can,  as  he  passes 
Mount  Vernon;  if  not  they  are  to  be  landed  at  Colo.  Gilpins 
Warehouse,  the  Captn.  has  one  Bill  of  Lading  and  another 
goes  by  this  days  Post  to  Colo.  Gilpin.  The  two  small  Kegs 
contain  the  French  furse  seeds,  Nuts  and  Garden  Seeds;  the 
two  last  may  be  given  to  the  Gardener;  the  other  you  and 
Butler  will  manage  as  you  shall  judge  best. 

One  of  the  Casks  contains  five  bushls.  of  Plaster  of  Paris, 
which  try  on  some  of  the  clover,  to  see  the  effect,  at  the  rate  of 
about  5  bushls  to  the  acre,  spread  a  breadth  and  leave  a  breadth 
alternately  to  shew  more  clearly,  if  any,  what  effect  it  will  have. 

*To  EDMUND  PENDLETON 

Philadelphia,  March  17,  1794. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  5th.  instt.  came  duly  to  hand.  I 
know  not  from  what  source  a  report  that,  the  next  associate 
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judge  was  to  be  taken  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  could  have 
been  derived.  Nothing  from  me,  I  can  venture  to  say,  gave  rise 
to  it ;  first,  because  there  is  no  vacancy  on  that  bench  at  present. 
2d.  because,  whenever  one  does  happen,  it  is  highly  probable 
that  a  geographical  arrangement  will  have  some  attention  paid 
to  it;  And  (although  I  do,  at  all  times,  make  the  best  enquiries 
my  opportunities  afford,  to  come  at  the  fittest  characters  for 
offices,  where  my  own  knowledge  does  not  give  a  decided  pref- 
erence) because,  3dly.,  no  one  knows  my  ultimate  determina- 
tion until  the  moment  arrives  when  the  nomination  is  to  be 
laid  before  the  Senate. 

My  resolution,  not  to  create  an  expectation,  which  thereafter 
might  embarrass  my  own  conduct  (by  such  a  commitment  to 
any  one  as  might  subject  me  to  the  charge  of  deception)  is  co- 
eval with  my  inauguration;  and  in  no  instance  have  I  departed 
from  it.  The  truth  is,  I  never  reply  to  any  applications  for  of- 
fices by  letter;  nor  verbally,  unless  to  express  the  foregoing  sen- 
timents; lest  something  might  be  drawn  from  a  civil  answer, 
that  was  not  intended. 

A  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance  has  presented  me  with  a 
little  of  the  Nankeen  cotton  with  the  Seed  in  it;  half,  or  more, 
I  enclose  to  you;  and  it  might  have  been  better,  perhaps,  if  I 
had  sent  you  the  other  half  also;  as  the  climate  and  soil  at  Mt. 
Vernon  is  too  cold,  I  conceive,  for  this  plant;  but  it  is  due  to 
the  donor,  that  I  should  make  an  experiment.  With  very 
great  esteem  and  regard  I  am  etc.  [ms.h.s.] 

To  GEORGE  GILPIN 

Philadelphia,  March  17, 1794. 
Sir:  The  President  has  directed  me  to  transmit  to  you  the 
enclosed  bill  of  lading,  and  to  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  receive 
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from  Captain  Denike,  when  he  arrives  at  Alexandria,  the  arti- 
cles mentioned  in  the  bill.  Two  of  the  barrels,  Nos.  i  and  5 
belong  to  Colo.  B.  Ball,  who  is  informed  that  they  will  be  con- 
signed to  your  care.  These  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  retain, 
'till  a  safe  conveyance  for  them  can  be  had  to  Colo.  Ball.  All 
the  others  are  to  go  to  Mount  Vernon,  and  Mr.  Pearce,  the 
manager  there,  is  directed  where  to  call  for  them.  The  Cap- 
tain has  indeed  promised,  if  possible  to  put  them  on  shore  at 
Mt.  Vernon;  but  it  is  very  uncertain  whether  he  will  or  not. 
I  am  etc.18 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

United  States,  March  21, 1794. 
Pay  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  pro- 
viding for  the  relief  of  such  of  the  Inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo, 
resident  within  the  U.  S.  as  may  be  found  in  want  of  support, 
two  thousand  dollars;  to  be  by  him  remitted  to  the  Committee 
at  Baltimore,  appointed  to  superintend  the  unfortunate  people 
of  the  above  description  at  that  place.19 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

City  of  Philadelphia,  March  22, 1794. 
For  carrying  into  execution  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the 
twentieth  day  of  this  present  month,  whereby  the  President  of 
the  United  States  is  authorised  and  empowered  to  borrow  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States.20 

"Signed  "Bw.  Dandridge"  in  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

20 The  act  of  March  20  authorizing  the  loan  provided  that  it  was  to  be  repaid  out 
of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  to  the  end  of  the  present  year.  The  money  was 
to  be  applied  to  defraying  the  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse. 
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I  do  hereby  authorise  you  the  said  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  the  name  and  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States  to  borrow  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  other  body  or  bodies 
politic,  person  or  persons  whomsoever  a  Sum  not  exceeding 
One  million  of  dollars,  at  any  interest  not  exceeding  five  per 
centum  per  annum;  and  to  enter  into  such  agreements  for  the 
reimbursement  thereof  as  shall  be  needful  and  proper;  hereby 
promising  to  ratify  whatever  you  shall  lawfully  do  in  the 
premises.21 

*ToBURGESBALL 

Philadelphia,  March  23, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  By  a  letter  I  have  just  received  from  my  Manager 
Mr.  Pearce,  dated  the  18th  instt.  I  find  he  had  received  no  more 
at  that  time,  than  131  bushls.  of  the  Buck  Wheat  you  were  to 
procure  for  me.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  disappointment  of  the 
remainder.  It  would  fall  hard  upon  me,  as  I  have  not  the  quan- 
tity of  seed  Oats  necessary  to  carry  my  plan  into  effect  this  year, 
a  failure  of  both  would  leave  my  grounds  unoccupied. 

My  love,  in  which  Mrs.  Washington  and  the  family  unite  is 
tendered  to  Mrs.  Ball  and  yours.  I  am  etc.  ln.y.p.l.] 

*To  JAMES  DUANE 
(Private) 

Philadelphia,  March  23, 1794. 

Dear  Sir :  I  have  been  duly  favored  with  your  letter  of  the 
10th.  instant,  from  New  York. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  by  it,  that  it  no  longer  comports  with  your 
convenience  to  remain  judge  of  that  district;  and  am  concerned 
that  ill-health  should  be  the  cause  of  your  resigning  an  Office, 

21  From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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the  duties  of  wch.  I  am  sensible  require  a  residence  in,  or  a  very 
constant  attendance  at,  the  City  of  New  York. 

For  the  flattering  expressions  of  your  letter,  and  the  kind 
sentiments  contained  in  it,  I  pray  you  to  accept  my  best  thanks. 
I  wish,  sincerely,  that  relaxtion  from  business,  in  ease  and  re- 
tirement, may  have  the  effect  you  hope.  With  great  esteem  etc. 

[N.Y.H.S.] 

*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  March  23, 1794. 

Mr.  Pearce :  The  weekly  reports  and  your  letter  of  the  18th. 
instant,  came  regularly  to  hand. 

The  insufferable  neglects  of  my  Overseers  in  not  plowing  as 
they  ought  to  have  done,  in  the  Fall,  begins  now  to  be  manifest, 
for  I  perceive  by  the  account  given  of  the  plowing,  that  I  am 
driven  to  the  alternative  of  putting  my  Oats  into  the  ground 
not  half  plowed  and  prepared,  and  thereby  little  to  expect  from 
it;  or,  in  order  to  do  this,  be  so  late  in  sowing  as  to  hazard  an 
entire  loss  of  the  Crop,  if  the  Spring  is  not  very  moist  and  drip- 
ping; for  I  have  seldom  succeeded  with  Oats  unless  they  were 
sown  before  the  middle  of  March. 

It  did  not  occur  to  me  in  time,  to  advise  running  the  rollers 
over  your  grass  grounds,  and  even  the  wheat,  after  the  frosts 
had  come  fairly  out  of  the  earth;  nothing  would  have  recov- 
ered both  more.  The  roots  (even  of  that  which  had  been 
thrown  entirely  out)  would  have  been  pressed  in  such  a  man- 
ner to  the  earth  as  to  have  shot  forth  fibres  to  restore  the  plant. 
Now,  I  presume  it  is  too  late. 

I  do  not,  in  the  first  place  believe  Spring  Barley  is  to  be  had 
in  that  part  of  the  Country,  as  little  of  it  is  grown  there;  and  in 
the  next  place,  it  is  not  likely  it  would  succeed,  as  I  tried  it  two 
or  three  years  unsuccessfully.  If  it  is  to  be  had  at  all,  it  is  most 
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likely  to  come  from  Wayles  the  Brewer  in  Alexandria;  and 
you  might,  as  Oats  are  scarce,  make  another  experiment,  if 
Seed  is  to  be  had.  How  does  the  Winter  Barley  look  ? 

I  am  sorry  to  find  Colo.  Ball  is  so  tardy  in  forwarding  the 
B.  Wheat,  I  shall  remind  him  of  it  by  tomorrow's  Post.  What 
quantity  of  Wheat  is  supposed  to  be  in  the  Straw  at  the  several 
farms  ?  Before  it  is  all  out  at  Dogue  run,  take  up  one  section 
after  another  and  new  lay  it,  'till  you  are  able  to  ascertain  the 
true  distance  the  pieces  ought  to  be  assunder;  for  the  reasons 
mentioned  to  you  in  a  former  letter;  attending  particularly  to 
the  circumstance  I  mentioned,  and  am  apprehensive  of,  viz. 
that  of  the  straw  working  between  and  choaking. 

Mr.  Smith  has,  I  believe,  been  furnished  with  fish  from  my 
landing,  and  if  he  will  give  as  much  as  another,  ought  to 
have  the  preference ;  but  before  you  positively  engage,  enquire 
what  the  other  fisheries  are  disposed  to  sell  at.  4/.  pr.  thousand 
for  Herrings,  and  10/.  pr.  hundred  for  shad,  is  very  low.  I  am,  at 
this  moment,  paying  6/.  a  piece  for  every  shad  I  buy.  I  am 
entirely  against  any  Waggons  coming  to  my  landing;  but  there 
is  one  thing  which  Mr.  Smith,  or  any  other  with  whom  you 
engage,  must  perfectly  understand,  if  they  agree  to  take  all 
(over  what  I  want  for  my  own  use)  that  is,  when  the  glut  of 
the  fish  runs,  he  must  be  provided  to  take  every  one  I  do  not 
want,  or  have  them  thrown  on  his  hands :  the  truth  of  the  case 
is,  that  in  the  height  of  the  fishery,  they  are  not  prepared  to 
cure,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  them,  as  fast  as  they  could  be 
caught;  of  course  the  Seins  slacken  in  their  work,  or  the  fish 
lye  and  spoil,  when  that  is  the  only  time  I  can  make  anything 
by  the  Sein;  for  small  hauls  will  hardly  pay  the  ware  and  tare 
of  the  Sein  and  the  hire  of  the  hands ;  your  account  of  the  defi- 
ciency of  Sein  rope  would  have  surprized  me  if  it  had  not  been 
of  piece  with  the  rest  of  the  conduct  which  has  waisted  every 
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thing  I  had,  almost:  whatever  is  necessary  must  be  got,  and  I 
shall  Depend  upon  your  care  and  attention,  now  to  guard  me 
against  destruction  of  my  property,  while  it  is  entrusted  to 
your  management. 

Secure  a  sufficiency  of  fish  for  the  use  of  my  own  people  from 
the  first  that  comes,  otherwise  they  may  be  left  in  the  lurch, 
as  has  been  the  case  heretofore,  by  depending  on  what  is  called 
the  glut. 

What  quantity  of  Wheat  have  you  yet  in  the  straw,  accord- 
ing to  the  conjectures  of  the  Overseers,  at  whose  farms  it  is  ? 
If  you  can  get  Six  dollars  a  barrel  for  the  superfine,  and  thirty 
four  shilgs.  for  the  common  flour,  in  good  hands,  let  it  go,  at 
Sixty  days  credit. 

I  have  25  Hds.  of  Tobacco  in  the  Ware  houses  in  Alexandria; 
examine  what  condition  they  lye  in,  and  see  that  they  are  safe. 
Not  having  been  able  to  obtain  the  price  I  set  upon  them  they 
have  lain  there  five  or  six  years,  at  least.  I  have  held  these  at  a 
guinea  a  hundred,  and  would  take  it. 

Is  your  family  arrived  at  Mount  Vernon?  you  have  said 
nothing  about  them  in  your  last  letters. 

The  Vessel  with  the  Clover  Seed  &ca.  left  this  City  on  Tues- 
day last,  and  is,  I  hope,  with  you  before  this.  Another  goes  to- 
morrow, on  board  which  I  send  you  (directed  to  the  care  of 
Colo.  Gilpin)  nine  bolts  of  Oznabrigs,  finding  it  cheaper  to 
buy  here  than  in  Alexandria. 

Enclosed  you  have  a  bond  of  Colo  Lyles,  who  lives  on  Broad 
Creek  (between  you  and  Alexandria) ;  receive  the  amount  with 
interest  to  the  day  of  payment,  and  place  it  to  my  credit.  If  the 
money  is  wanting  for  paying  the  Overseers,  or  for  other  pur- 
poses, it  may  be  applied  accordingly;  otherwise, when  more  can 
be  added  to  it,  I  will  direct  the  application  another  way.  Re- 
member it  is  Virginia  money  you  are  to  receive,  that  is  dollars 
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at  Six  Shillings.  The  readiest  way  of  getting  to  Colo.  Lyles 
is  in  your  own  Boat;  and  by  so  doing  you  can  touch  at  the 
fishing  landings  between,  and  learn  their  expectations  with 
respect  to  the  prices  of  fish. 

I  send  you  3  lbs  of  Lucern  Seed  to  sprinkle  over  the  Spring 
lot,  where  the  former  grew.  The  ground  ought  to  be  well  torn 
with  a  sharp  toothed  harrow,  in  order  to  prepare  it  for  the 
Seed,  otherwise  much  of  it  will  miss. 

With  Colo.  Lyles  bond  I  send  you  a  letter  to  him,  which  seal 
before  delivery;  you  have  also  a  statement  of  the  account,  as 
far  as  I  have  any  knowledge  of  it.22  Receive  nothing  short  of 
the  whole  sum  which  is  due;  unless  you  have  no  other  means 
of  discharging  any  demands  upon  me,  for  receiving  a  bond  in 
driblets,  is,  in  a  manner,  sinking  it;  and  the  amount  of  this 
bond,  if  it  can  be  spared  from  other  uses,  I  want  to  apply  in 
discharge  of  another  bond,  which  is  also  carrying  interest. 
I  am  etc. 

PROCLAMATION 

City  of  Philadelphia,  March  24, 1794. 

Whereas  I  have  received  information  that  certain  persons,  in 
violation  of  the  laws,  have  presumed,  under  color  of  a  foreign 
authority,  to  enlist  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  others 
within  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  have  there  assembled  an 
armed  force  for  the  purpose  of  invading  and  plundering  the 
territories  of  a  nation  at  peace  with  the  said  United  States;  and 

Whereas  such  unwarrantable  measures,  being  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  nations  and  to  the  duties  incumbent  on  every  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  tend  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the 
same,  and  to  involve  them  in  the  calamities  of  war;  and 

22 A  press  copy  of  this  letter  to  William  Lyles,  dated  Mar.  24,  1794,  together  with 
the  statement,  is  in  the  Washington  Papers.  By  it  the  bond  was  dated  Sept.  19,  1789, 
and  was  for  ^495:15:4,  and  showed  a  balance  due  of  £  334: 7: 5. 
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Whereas  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  take  care  that  such 
criminal  proceedings  should  be  suppressed,  the  offenders 
brought  to  justice,  and  all  good  citizens  cautioned  against 
measures  likely  to  prove  so  pernicious  to  their  country  and 
themselves,  should  they  be  seduced  into  similar  infractions  of 
the  laws: 

I  have  therefore  thought  proper  to  issue  this  proclamation, 
hereby  solemnly  warning  every  person,  not  authorized  by  the 
laws,  against  enlisting  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  levying  troops,  or  assembling  any  persons  within  the 
United  States  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  or  proceeding  in  any 
manner  to  the  execution  thereof,  as  they  will  answer  for  the 
same  at  their  peril;  and  I  do  also  admonish  and  require  all 
citizens  to  refrain  from  enlisting,  enrolling,  or  assembling 
themselves  for  such  unlawful  purposes  and  from  being  in  any- 
wise concerned,  aiding,  or  abetting  therein,  as  they  tender  their 
own  welfare,  inasmuch  as  all  lawful  means  will  be  strictly  put 
in  execution  for  securing  obedience  to  the  laws  and  for  punish- 
ing such  dangerous  and  daring  violations  thereof. 

And  I  do  moreover  charge  and  require  all  courts,  magistrates, 
and  other  officers  whom  it  may  concern,  according  to  their 
respective  duties,  to  exert  the  powers  in  them  severally  vested 
to  prevent  and  suppress  all  such  unlawful  assemblages  and  pro- 
ceedings, and  to  bring  to  condign  punishment  those  v/ho  may 
have  been  guilty  thereof,  as  they  regard  the  due  authority  of 
Government  and  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  United  States.23 

23  From  the  printed  text  in  Richardson's  Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents. 

A  brief  note  from  Bartholomew  Dandridge  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  forwarded 
the  draft  of  this  Proclamation,  February  21,  for  copying,  "after  which  the  President 
wishes  the  draft  to  be  returned  to  him."  This  note  is  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book," 
but  the  draft  is  not  now  found  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

In  the  "Letter  Book"  is  the  following  entry,  Mar.  24,  1794:  "E.  Randolph  has 
the  honor  of  inclosing  to  the  President  the  fair  copy,  as  well  as  the  rough  draft  of  the 
Proclamation.  It  was  transcribed  upon  the  supposition,  that  the  President  would 
direct  it  to  issue  in  the  form,  which  the  three  other  gentlemen  had  approved;  and 
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To  THE  SENATE  AND 
THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

United  States,  March  28, 1794. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives: In  the  execution  of  the  resolution  of  Congress,  bearing 
date  the  26th  of  March  1794,  and  imposing  an  Embargo,24  I 
have  requested  the  Governors  of  the  several  States,  to  call  forth 
the  force  of  their  militia,  if  it  should  be  necessary  for  the  deten- 
tion of  Vessels.  This  power  is  conceived  to  be  incidental  to  an 
embargo. 

It  also  deserves  the  attention  of  Congress,  how  far  the  clear- 
ances from  one  District  to  another,  under  the  law  as  it  now 
stands,  may  give  rise  to  evasions  of  the  Embargo.  As  one  secu- 
rity, the  Collectors  have  been  instructed  to  refuse  to  receive  the 
surrender  of  coasting  licences  for  the  purpose  of  taking  out 
registers,  and  to  require  bond  from  registered  vessels,  bound 
from  one  District  to  another,  for  the  delivery  of  the  Cargo 
within  the  United  States. 

It  is  not  understood,  that  the  resolution  applies  to  fishing 
vessels;  altho'  their  occupations  lie,  generally,  in  parts  beyond 
the  United  States.  But  without  further  restrictions  there  is  an 


the  rough  is  sent;  in  order  that  the  President  may  decide,  whether  there  be  any  pro- 
priety in  the  two  amendments,  which  have  been  suggested." 

From  the  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  President  is  the  following:  "Signed  a 
Proclamation,  dated  this  24  inst.  offering  a  reward  of  200  Dollars  for  apprehendg. 
certain  unknown  persons  who  violently  entered  the  office  of  the  Collector  of  revenue 
for  the  Counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Fayette  in  Pennsylvania,  and  forced  from  him 
his  Commission  &c."  No  copy  or  draft  of  this  proclamation  is  now  found  in  the 
Washington  Papers,  nor  has  the  editor  been  able  to  discover  a  publication  of  the  text. 

MFor  the  term  of  30  days  on  all  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  bound  to 
any  foreign  place  or  port.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Cabinet,  March  26  it  was  "advised 
unanimously,  that  the  governors  of  the  several  States  ought  to  be  called  upon,  to  en- 
force the  said  embargo  by  the  militia,  whensoever  it  may  be  necessary  to  appeal  to 
force."  This  opinion,  signed  by  Randolph,  Hamilton,  Knox,  and  Attorney  General 
William  Bradford,  is  in  the  Washington  Papers.  No  copy  or  draft  of  the  request  to 
the  Governors  of  die  States  is  now  found  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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opportunity  of  their  priviledges  being  used  as  means  of  eluding 
the  embargo. 

All  armed  vessels  possessing  public  Commissions  from  any 
foreign  power  (letters  of  Marque  excepted)  are  considered  as 
not  liable  to  the  embargo. 

These  circumstances  are  transmitted  to  Congress  for  their 
consideration.25 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Philadelphia,  March  29,  1794. 

Sir:  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Snow  Camilla  had  not  got 
off  before  she  was  arrested  by  the  Revenue  officer.  To  permit 
it  now,  as  she  is  a  loaded  vessel,  might  be  a  delicate  if  not 
an  unjustifiable  measure,  under  the  Act  of  Congress  laying  an 
Embargo. 

Whether  the  representation  of  the  French  Minister  in  his 
second  application  is  of  weight  sufficient  to  induce  a  departure 
from  the  obvious  meaning  of  the  Embargo,  is  worthy  of  con- 
sideration under  the  peculiar  circumstances  which  are  related. 

I  am  well  disposed,  and  think  we  ought  to  comply  with  Mr. 
Fauchet's  request,26  if  it  can  be  done  without  involving  unpleas- 
ant consequences.  I  am  etc.25 

*  To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Philadelphia,  March  30,  1794. 
Sir :  The  Letters  to  the  Minister  of  the  French  Republic,  ap- 
pear proper.  The  propriety  of  laying  those  from  him,  before 
Congress,  I  will  converse  with  you  upon  tomorrow  morning 
at  Eight  o'Clock. 

20 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
2,5 For  a  passport  for  a  vessel  in  ballast. 
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By  whom  is  the  request  made  for  a  passport  for  a  vessel 
belonging  to  Mr.  Jno.  Brown  to  go  to  St.  Domingo  ?  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  measure,  if  such  cases  are  within  the  contem- 
plation of  the  resolution  laying  the  Embargo,  but  great  care 
should  be  used,  or  a  vessel  may,  I  conceive,  clear  in  ballast,  and 
meet  a  load  or  part  of  one,  below  the  custom  House. 

As  one  passport  has  already  been  granted  to  carry  Mr. 
Hammonds  letter  to  Jamaica,  I  do  not  think  the  revenue  Cut- 
ter from  Baltimore  ought  to  be  sent.  If  the  one  belonging  to 
this  port  was  in  condition  to  proceed  from  Charleston  thither, 
it  would  have  met  my  approbation,  because  a  double  purpose 
would  have  been  answered,  and  I  confess  I  see  no  cause  why 
a  vessel  capable  of  the  voyage  to  the  latter  place,  might  not  be 
adequate  to  the  other  also.  I  am  etc.27 

*  To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  March  30, 1794. 

Mr.  Pearce :  The  Reports,  and  your  letter  of  the  25th.  instt. 
have  been  duly  reed. 

If  you  are  satisfied  from  repeated  trials,  that  the  pieces  of  the 
treading  floor  at  Dogue  run  Farm,  are  well  placed  at  an  inch 
and  half  a  part,  it  would  be  well  to  lay  them  all  at  that  dis- 
tance; that  you  may  derive  as  much  benefit  as  you  can  from  it 
in  the  present  Crop,  and  that  it  may  be  ready  against  the  next 
year. 

The  Oats  might  also  be  tread  out  on  the  same  floor;  and  the 
sooner  the  better,  as  you  will  then  know  precisely  the  quantity 
which  you  will  have  to  depend  upon,  and  when  known,  in- 
form me  thereof.  I  have  three  and  half  bushls.  of  a  peculiar 
kind  of  Oats  which  I  will  send  by  the  first  Vessel  bound  to 

From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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Alexandria :  unfortunately  they  came  to  my  hands  too  late  for 
the  Vessels  which  have  lately  departed  from  hence  for  that 
Port;  but  I  would  have  you  reserve  and  keep  about  two  acres 
of  ground  in  a  good  state  of  preparation  for  sowing  the  mo- 
ment the  seed  shall  reach  you. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  your  drilled  and  other  Wheat,  makes  but 
an  indifferent  appearance.  I  was  in  hopes  such  extreame  fine 
weather  as  we  have  had  during  the  whole  month  of  March 
would  have  occasioned  a  pleasing  change  in  both.  As  grain 
puts  on  different  looks  at  this  season,  according  as  the  weather, 
while  growing,  happens  to  be,  let  me  know  from  time  to  time 
how  mine  comes  on.  If  it  stands  thick  enough  on  the  ground, 
such  uncommon  mildness  and  warmth  as  we  have  had  since 
February,  must  have  recovered  that  Crop  greatly,  as  well  as 
the  Winter  Barley. 

I  doubted  the  Gardeners  information  at  first,  when  you  re- 
ported a  pottle  of  St.  foin  seed;  because  the  few  plants  could 
not  bare  so  much;  and  next,  because  he  did  not  take  care  in 
time  to  save  what  they  did  bare.  Be  the  qty.  little  or  much, 
make  the  most  of  them  and  of  the  Hemp,  and  the  other  seed 
he  took  for  St  foin  that  you  are  able. 

Let  Abram  get  his  deserts  when  taken,  by  way  of  example; 
but  do  not  trust  to  Crow  to  give  it  him;  for  I  have  reason  to 
believe  he  is  swayed  more  by  passion  than  judgment  in  all  his 
corrections. 

All  the  labour  that  can  be  spared  from  more  pressing  and 
important  work  should  be  employed  on  the  Mill  Race;  other- 
wise when  the  springs  get  low  you  will  have  no  water  for 
grinding;  it  being  but  a  poor  stream  at  best,  and  many  leaks  in 
the  old  part  which  will  be  avoided  by  the  new,  whilst  those 
in  other  parts  of  the  race  should  be  carefully  sought  after,  and 
effectually  stopped. 
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If  my  Sister  Lewis  of  Fredericksburgh  should  send  for  it,  let 
her  have  one  of  the  unbroke  Mules  of  midling  quality  and  size. 
I  am  etc. 

To  GOVERNOR  GEORGE  CLINTON 

(Private) 

Philadelphia,  March  31, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  20th.  instt.  with  its  enclosures, 
came  duly  to  hand;  and  for  which  you  have  my  particular 
thanks.  As  there  are  those  who  affect  to  believe  that  Great 
Britain  has  no  hostile  intention  towards  this  Country,  it  is  not 
surprizing  that  there  should  be  found  among  them  characters 
who  pronounce  the  Speech  of  Lord  Dorchester  to  the  Indians 
to  be  spurious.  No  doubt  however  remains  in  my  mind  of  its 
authenticity:  but  as  it  is  important  to  be  satisfied  (as  far  as  the 
nature  of  the  thing  will  admit)  of  the  fact,  I  would  thank  you 
for  such  information  as  you  are  enabled  to  give,  respecting  this 
matter.28 

How  far  the  disappointments,  experienced  by  the  combined 
powers  in  Europe,  may  have  wrought  a  change  in  the  political 
conduct  of  G.  Britain  towards  this  Country,  I  shall  not  take 
upon  me  to  decide.  That  it  has  worn  a  very  hostile  appearance 
latterly,  if  it  has  not  been  so  uniformly,  no  one,  I  conceive,  will 
be  hardy  enough  to  deny :  and  that  Lord  Dorchester  has  spoken 
the  Sentimts.  of  the  British  Cabinet  at  the  period  he  was  in- 
structed I  am  as  ready  to  believe.  But,  foiled  as  that  Ministry 
has  been,  whether  it  may  not  have  changed  its  tone,  as  it  re- 
spects us,  is  problamatical.  This,  however,  ought  not  to  relax 
such  enquiries  on  our  part  into  the  existing  state  of  things,  as 

^Clinton's  answer  (April  7)  is  in  the  Washington  Papers.  He  had  no  doubt  of  the 
authendcity  of  Dorchester's  speech. 
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might  enable  us,  if  matters  should  come  to  extremities,  to  act 
promptly,  and  with  vigour. 

Among  these  enquiries,  it  appears  important  to  me  to  know 
the  present  state  of  things  in  upper  and  lower  Canada;  that 
is  the  composition  of  the  Inhabitants  (especially  in  upper  Can- 
ada); how  they  stand  affected  to  their  Government;  What 
part  they  would  be  disposed  to  act  if  a  rupture  between  this 
Country  and  G.  Britain  should  take  place,  &ca.  The  proximity 
of  our  settlements  from  the  Northwestern  to  the  North  Eastern 
parts  of  the  State  of  New  York  with  the  Lake  Ontario  and  the 
River  St.  Lawrence;  the  strength  thereof;  and  of  their  neigh- 
bors on  the  other  side  of  the  line,  Regulars  and  Militia,  espe- 
cially about  Niagara,  and  Oswego. 

As  you  have,  I  am  certain,  a  pretty  accurate  knowledge  of 
many  of  these  matters  yourself;  and  have  the  means  from  your 
acquaintance  with  characters  (on  whose  adroitness  and  integ- 
rity you  can  rely)  bordering  on  the  British  Settlements,  to 
obtain  information  from  others,  you  would  oblige  me  very 
much  by  such  communications  as  relate  to  the  above,  or  any 
other  points  that  you  may  conceive  worthy  of  attention.  With 
great  esteem  &c.  [  n.  y.  h.  s.  ] 

*  To  WILLIAM  TILGHMAN 

Philadelphia,  March  31, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  23d.  instt.  came  duly  to  hand. 

The  laws,  in  the  cases  of  both  Mr.  George  and  Mr.  Chalmers, 
must  regulate  my  conduct.  To  do  all  that  these  will  permit,  is 
enough  for  my  justification,  more  I  shall  not  covet.  If,  how- 
ever, as  I  conceive  the  fact  assuredly  is,  the  latter  Gentleman 
has  actually  received,  and  did  not  pay  a  hundred  pounds  which 
was  put  into  his  hands  as  part  of  a  Bond  due  to  the  estate  of 
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Colvill  (and  was  then  bearing  interest)  it  would  seem  but 
justice  that  he  should  allow  interest  for  that  sum  when  ap- 
plied to  his  own  use;  but  if  there  is  a  principle  arising  from 
analogy  or  reciprocity  opposed  thereto  I  must  be  content  with 
what  Mr.  Chalmers  will  pay,  and  this  I  am  disposed  to  in 
order  that  my  Administration  of  the  estate  of  Colo.  Colvill  may 
be  finally  closed. 

With  respect  to  Mr.  George,  I  had  rather  his  acct.  should  be 
settled  and  a  new  bond  taken  for  the  whole  balance  payable  at 
a  given  time  (when  he  will  be  punctual,  and  by  which  the 
money  can  be  drawn  from  Mr.  Chalmers)  than  to  receive  part 
this  spring  and  the  residue  in  the  Fall;  because  the  demands 
upon  Colvills  estate  (except  the  residuary  legacy)  have  all  been 
discharged;  and  because  the  money  that  is  due  had  better  re- 
main at  interest  than  lye  dead  in  my  hands  or  subject  me  per- 
haps to  the  payment  of  it. 

If  the  law  of  Maryland  has  stopped  interest  during  a  certain 
period  of  the  War,  the  estate  of  course  must  (as  I  have  observed 
before)  lose  it.  The  case  however,  was  otherwise  in  Virginia 
for  there  I  have  lately  recovered  a  pretty  heavy  debt  with  inter- 
est from  the  date  of  the  bond  which  was  taken  before  the  war. 

With  very  great  esteem  I  am  etc. 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Tuesday,  April  i,  1794. 
Sir :  I  think  the  United  States  will  be  benefited  by  granting 
the  request  of  Louis  Osmont,  but  as  applications  have,  and 
probably  will  be  frequent,  I  conceive  it  will  be  adviseable  to 
ascertain  as  nearly  as  may  be  the  precise  objects  of  the  Em- 
bargo, and  having  so  done  to  establish  rules  or  principles  that 
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will  meet  cases  as  they  shall  occur,  which  will  save  trouble  at 
the  sametime  that  it  will  be  a  mean  of  facilitating  business. 
Your  etc.29 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JAMES  WILKINSON 

United  States,  April  2, 1794. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  addressed  to  me, 
accompanied  by  a  new  map  of  the  present  theatre  of  war,  north 
west  of  the  Ohio;  which  I  consider  as  the  best  description  ex- 
tant of  the  Country  to  which  it  relates. 

The  value  of  the  object  is  greatly  enhanced  in  my  estimation 
by  its  being  the  production  of  the  officer  second  in  command 
of  the  American  Legion. 

This  desire  of  being  useful  in  the  highest  degree  to  the  serv- 
ice, in  which  you  are  employed,  affords  me  great  satisfaction. 
Nothing  should  have  prevented  my  having  it  published,  but 
an  apprehension  that  an  improper  use  may  be  made  of  the 
information  it  contains  in  this  apparently  eventful  moment. 
This  apprehension  however  may  be  obviated  at  a  future  period. 
I  am  etc.30 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

Philadelphia,  April  4, 1794. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  this  date,  enclosg.  one  from  Captain  Wil- 
liamson,31 is  reed.  I  have  never  entertained  any  doubts  myself 
of  the  genuineness  of  the  Speech  wch.  is  published  as  Lord  Dor- 
chesters,  nor  of  the  intentions  of  the  B  Government  to  keep 
this  Country  in  a  state  of  disquietude  with  the  Indian  Nations 

20 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
m  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  a  War  Department  clerk. 
■"  Captain  Williamson  lived  in  the  Genesee  country. 
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and  also  to  alter  the  Boundary  between  them  and  us,  if,  by  any 
means  they  can  effect  it.  For  this  reason  I  repeat  in  this  man- 
ner, what  I  have  two  or  three  times  done  before  verbally,  that 
Genl.  Chapin32  should  be  instructed  to  leave  no  means  unes- 
sayed  to  keep  the  Six  Nations  well  disposed  towards  the  U. 

States,  and  to  buy  Captn.  B 133  off  at  almost  any  price. 

Capt.  Williamson  affords,  I  presume,  a  safe  conveyance  to  him. 
I  am  etc. 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

Saturday,  April  5,  1794. 

Dr.  Sir:  The  Letter34  appears  to  me  to  be  very  proper,  but 

Genl.  Chapins  negotiations  with  the  Six  Nations  ought  to  be 

apart  from  British  Agents  or  Spies.  I  mean  with  the  Chiefs, 

otherwise  they  can  come  to  nothing.  Yrs.  etc.  lms.h.s.] 

*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  April  6, 1794. 

Mr.  Pearce:  Your  letter  and  Reports  of  the  1st.  instant  I  have 
received,  and  am  glad  to  find  by  the  first  that  you  have  got  your 
family  safe  to  Mount  Vernon;  as,  unquestionably,  it  will  be  a 
satisfaction  to  you  to  have  them  along  with  you.  Change  of  Air 
may,  and  I  hope  will,  restore  your  eldest  daughter  to  health 
again. 

I  had  no  doubt  but  that  the  late  capture  of  our  Vessels  by  the 
British  Cruisers,  followed  by  the  Embargo  which  has  been  laid 
on  the  Shipping  in  our  Ports,  wd.  naturally  occasion  a  tempo- 
rary fall  in  the  article  of  provisions ;  yet,  as  there  are  the  same 
mouths  to  feed  as  before;  as  the  demand,  consequently,  will  be 
as  great;  and  as  the  Crops  in  other  parts  of  the  world  will  not 

82  Gen.  Israel  Chapin. 

Joseph  Brant.  Knox  suggested  offering  him  an  annuity  of  $1,000  to  $1,500. 
8  Knox's  letter  to  Chapin,  authorizing  offering  the  annuity  to  Brant. 
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be  increased  by  these  means  I  have  no  doubt  at  all,  but  that,  as 
soon  as  the  present  impediments  are  removed  the  prices  of  flour 
will  rise  to  what  it  has  been  (at  least)  for  which  reason  hold 
mine  up  to  the  prices  mentioned  in  my  last;  and  if  they  are  of- 
fered, make  a  provisory  agreement,  to  be  ratified,  or  not,  by 
me;  an  answer  to  which  can  be  obtained  in  a  week.  With  re- 
spect to  the  Wheat  on  hand,  you  must  (if  you  hear  nothing  to 
the  contrary  from  me)  be  governed  by  circumstances  and  your 
own  judgment,  in  getting  it  out  of  the  Straw;  but,  at  any  rate, 
remove  it  into  the  Barns  for  the  purpose  of  threshing  in  weather 
when  the  people  cannot  work  out. 

When  salt,  or  any  other  article  of  which  you  are  in  want,  gets 
to  a  high  price,  provide  for  the  present  occasion  only  unless 
there  is  a  moral  certainty  of  their  rising  still  higher;  in  that  case 
prudence  would  direct  otherwise. 

It  was  not  my  expectation  that  either  grass  or  grain  could  be 
rolled  at  the  expence  of  stopping  the  Ploughs;  consequently,  if 
the  Oxen  were  not  in  a  condition  for  the  accomplishment  of 
this  work  the  execution  of  it  was  not  to  be  expected:  but  is 
not  this  an  instance  among  a  variety  of  others,  of  the  impolicy 
of  not  breaking  a  great  number  of  Steers  at  each  of  the  Farms  ? 
which  would  prevent  the  few  that  are  broke  from  being  re- 
duced too  low  for  the  services  thereof.  Twenty  Oxen  are  not 
more  expensive  than  ten  broke,  and  ten  unbroke  Steers,  be- 
cause you  feed  them  as  Oxen  only  when  they  are  worked;  and 
unbroke  Steers  must  be  fed  as  well  as  Oxen  (though  not  in  the 
same  manner)  at  other  times.  By  this  means  there  never  would 
be  a  want  of  draught  Cattle  for  Cart,  Harrow  or  Roller. 

How  does  the  young  grass  which  was  sown  in  the  new  mead- 
ows, last  fall,  and  the  Clover  come  on  ?  Was  the  latter  injured 
much  by  the  Winter  ? 

Besides  the  number  of  Stacks  which  are  yet  in  Wheat,  I 
wanted  to  know  what  those  stacks  are  supposed  to  contain;  and 
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this  the  Overseers,  by  comparing  the  size  of  them  with  those 
which  have  been  tread  out,  may  certainly  give  a  pretty  near 
guess  at. 

The  three  bushels  and  half  of  Oats,  mentioned  to  you  in  my 
last,  are  not  of  such  superior  quality  as  I  had  been  led  to  expect 
from  the  account  given  of  them;  yet,  notwithstanding,  ground 
may  be  kept  sometime  longer  for  them,  or  until  you  hear  fur- 
ther from  me,  on  this  head. 

The  imposition  with  respect  to  the  Garden  seeds,  is  very 
unjustifiable;  'tis  infinately  worse  than  simple  robbery,  for 
there  you  loose  your  money  only,  but  when  it  is  given  for  bad 
seed  you  lose  your  money,  your  labour  in  preparing  for  the 
reception  of  them,  and  a  whole  season. 

Cloaths  must  be  provided  for  the  Young  Gardener  at  Alex- 
andria. Those  for  work  to  be  strong,  and  substantial.  Sunday, 
or  holiday  Cloaths  to  be  decent,  and  such  as  may  please  with- 
out going  to  more  expence  than  is  necessary :  but  of  the  latter 
class  I  should  conceive  he  can  be  in  no  want  now,  unless  he  has 
made  an  improper  use  of  a  whole  suit  (of  very  good  Cloaths) 
which  were  given  to  him  the  latter  end  of  October  last. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  that  my  chance  for  Lambs  this  year,  is  so 
bad.  It  does  not  appear  to  me  by  the  Reports  that  I  shall  have 
more  than  a  third  of  what  I  had  last  year:  what  this  can  be 
ascribed  to  is  beyond  my  comprehension,  unless  it  be  for  want 
of  Rams,  or  bad  Rams.  Let  therefore,  at  Shearing  time,  a  selec- 
tion of  the  best  formed,  and  otherwise  promising  ram  lambs  be 
set  apart  (in  sufficient  numbers)  to  breed  from;  and  when  they 
are  fit  for  it,  cut  the  old  ones  and  turn  them  aside,  to  be  dis- 
posed of. 

At  Shearing  time  also,  let  there  be  a  thorough  culling  out,  of 
all  the  old,  and  indifferent  sheep  from  the  flocks  that  they  may 
be  disposed  of,  and  thereby  save  me  the  mortification  of  hear- 
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ing  every  week  of  their  death!  which  is  the  more  vexatious  as  I 
was  taught  to  believe  that  every  indifferent  sheep  was  drawn 
for  this  purpose  last  Spring,  notwithstanding  the  loss  of  them 
which  has  been  sustained  the  past  winter;  and  indeed  unto  the 
present  moment. 

When  you  go  next  to  Alexandria  take  the  exact  dimensions 
of  the  rooms  in  my  house  at  that  place,  that  I  may  send  paper 
for  them.  Give  the  length  and  breadth  of  each,  and  height 
from  the  wash  board  to  the  Chair  board  (as  they  are  commonly 
called)  and  thence  to  the  Cornish,  if  any,  with  the  doors  and 
windows,  and  size  of  them,  in  each  room  or  passage.  If  there 
is  occasion  to  make  good  the  plastering  in  any  of  the  rooms,  no 
white  wash  is  to  be  put  thereon;  because  it  is  improper  for 
paper.  Thomas  Davis  must  paint  the  outsides  of  both  houses 
there;  the  lower  part  of  a  stone  colour,  and  the  roofs  red.  The 
Inside  of  the  dwelling  house  is  also  to  be  painted.  The  whole 
in  short  is  to  be  put  in  very  good  and  decent  condition.  If  the 
planking  between  the  two  houses  is  plained,  this  also  should  be 
painted.  I  am  etc. 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

Philadelphia,  April  7, 1794. 
Sir :  If  the  number  of  recruits  in  the  Atlantic  States,  can  af- 
ford a  detachment  of  fifty  men  to  the  southward,  without  too 
great  an  exposure  of  more  important  objects,  it  will  accord 
with  my  opinion  that  that  number  shou'd  be  sent  thither.85 
And  they  may  be  designated  for  Charleston  or  Savannah,  as 
shall  appear  most  eligible  to  you  from  the  information  that  is 
to  be  obtained.  Your's  etc.38 


25 Knox's  letter  to  Washington  (April  7)  states  that  these  recruits  were  sent  "in 
order  to  guard  the  batteries,  for  the  present,  which  are  to  be  erected  upon  the  Sea- 
coast  of  those  States."  Knox's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

30 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Bartholomew  Dandridgc. 
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To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

United  States,  April  8, 1794. 

Sir:  I  cannot  charge  my  memory  with  all  the  particulars 
which  have  passed  between  us,  relative  to  the  disposition  of  the 
money  borrowed.  Your  letters,  however,  and  my  answers, 
which  you  refer  to  in  the  foregoing  statement,  and  have  lately 
reminded  me  of,  speak  for  themselves,  and  stand  in  need  of  no 
explanation. 

As  to  verbal  communications,  I  am  satisfied,  that  many  were 
made  by  you  to  me  on  this  subject;  and  from  my  general  recol- 
lection of  the  course  of  proceedings,  I  do  not  doubt,  that  it  was 
substantially  as  you  have  stated  it  in  the  annexed  paper,  that  I 
have  approved  of  the  measures,  which  you,  from  time  to  time, 
proposed  to  me  for  disposing  of  the  Loans,  upon  the  condition, 
that  what  was  to  be  done  by  you,  should  be  agreeable  to  the 
Laws.87 

To  JAMES  McHENRY 
(Private) 

Philadelphia,  April  8, 1794. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  private  Letters  of  the  31st  of  March  and  3d 
instant,88  have  been  duly  received.  Altho'  it  is  a  rare,  if  not  an 

3'From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers.  This  letter  was  an- 
nexed by  Washington  to  Hamilton's  statement  of  "Principles  and  course  of  proceed- 
ing, with  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  monies  borrowed  abroad  by  virtue  of  the 
Acts  of  the  4  and  12  of  August  1790,  as  to  the  point  of  authority,"  which  Hamilton 
communicated  to  the  Committee  of  Congress  on  the  state  of  the  Treasury  Department. 
This  statement  is  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

In  the  Hamilton  Papers,  in  the  Library  of  Congress,  is  Washington's  brief  note  to 
Hamilton  of  April  8,  forwarding  the  above  certificate.  A  printed  copy  is  in  the  Jeffer- 
son Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

^McHenry's  letter  applied  for  an  appointment  as  a  commissioner  to  effect  the  re- 
lease of  Lafayette.  This  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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entire  new  thing  with  me,  to  answer  letters  applying  for  ap- 
pointments; yet  from  motives  of  esteem  and  regard,  and  our 
former  connexion  in  public  life,  I  shall  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  yours  on  this  head;  altho'  I  can  say  nothing  more  on 
the  subject,  than  to  explain  the  motives,  which  have  imposed 
silence  upon  me  on  these  occasions.  They  are : 

i st.  because  letters  of  this  sort  are  so  numerous,  that  to  give 
them  civil  answers  would  employ  too  much  of  my  time. 

2d.  because  civil  answers  might  be  construed  to  mean  more 
than  was  intended;  and 

3d.  because  coeval  with  my  inauguration,  I  resolved  firmly, 
that  no  man  shou'd  ever  charge  me  justly  with  deception.  Abun- 
dant reason  I  have  had  to  rejoice  at  this  determination ;  for  I 
have  experienced  the  necessity  in  a  variety  of  instances,  of  hard- 
ening my  heart  against  indulgences  of  my  warmest  inclination 
and  friendship;  and  from  a  combination  of  causes,  as  well  as 
more  fitness  of  character,  to  depart  from  first  impressions  and 
first  intentions  with  regard  to  nominations;  which  has  proved 
most  unequivocally,  the  propriety  of  the  maxim  I  had  adopted, 
of  never  committing  myself,  until  the  moment  the  appoint- 
ment is  to  be  made;  when  from  the  best  information  I  can  ob- 
tain, and  a  full  view  of  circumstances,  my  judgment  is  formed. 

With  respect  to  your  second  letter  of  the  3d.  of  April,  I  have 
only  to  add,  and  this  in  confidence,  that  every  thing  which 
friendship  requires  and  which  I  could  do  without  committing 
my  public  character,  or  involving  this  Country  in  embarrass- 
ment, is,  and  has  been  for  some  time  in  train,  tho'  the  result 
is  as  yet  unknown.  I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  of  your  bad  state  of 
health,  but  hope  the  approaching  pleasant  season  will  restore 
you.  With  very  great  esteem  I  am  &c.39 

39 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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*To  JAMES  MONROE40 

Philadelphia,  April  9, 1794. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  I  can  assure  you, 
with  Jie  utmost  truth,  that  I  have  no  other  object  in  nominat- 
ing men  to  offices  than  to  fill  them  with  such  characters  as  in 
my  judgment,  or  (when  they  are  unknown  to  me)  from  such 
information  as  I  can  obtain  from  others,  are  best  qualified  to 
answer  the  purposes  of  their  appointment.41 

Having  given  you  this  assurance,  I  request,  if  you  are  pos- 
sessed of  any  facts  or  information,  which  would  disqualify 
Colo.  Hamilton  for  the  mission  to  which  you  refer,42  that  you 
would  be  so  obliging  as  to  communicate  them  to  me  in  writ- 
ing.43 I  pledge  myself,  that  they  shall  meet  the  most  deliberate, 
impartial  and  candid  consideration  I  am  able  to  give  them. 

Colo.  Hamilton  and  others  have  been  mentioned,  and  have 
occurred  to  me  as  an  Envoy  for  endeavouring  by  negotiation, 
to  avert  the  horrors  of  War.  No  one  (if  the  measure  should  be 
adopted)  is  yet  absolutely  decided  on  in  my  mind;  but  as  much 
will  depend,  among  other  things,  upon  the  abilities  of  the 

^Senator  from  Virginia. 

"Monroe's  letter  of  April  8,  expressing  his  opinion  that  such  an  appointment  would 
be  "not  only  injurious  to  the  public  interest,  but  also  especially  so  to  your  own,"  is 
represented  in  the  Washington  Papers  by  a  copy  in  the  writing  of  William  B.  Sprague, 
the  original  having  been  abstracted  by  him  previous  to  those  papers  coming  into 
possession  of  the  Government. 

Previous  to  writing  this  letter  to  Monroe,  Washington  consulted  Edmund  Randolph, 
who  advised  that  the  Secretary  of  State  "inform  Colo.  M.  verbally,  that  his  station 
entitles  his  communications  to  attention.  That  it  is  presumed,  that  he  has  consid- 
ered and  made  up  his  mind,  as  to  the  kind  of  interference,  which  a  senator  ought  to 
make  in  a  nomination  beforehand:  that  upon  this  idea,  the  President  will  be  ready 
to  afford  an  interview  at  a  given  time.  It  may  be  added  in  the  course  of  conversation, 
as  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary,  that  facts  are  the  principal  things  to  be  consulted." 
Randolph's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers  under  date  of  Apr.  9,  1794. 

"Envoy  extraordinary  to  Great  Britain. 

"Monroe's  letter  to  the  President,  in  reply  to  this  letter,  is  in  the  Historical  Society 
of  Pennsylvania.   A  photostat  copy  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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person  sent,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  this  Coun- 
try, and  as  I  alone  am  responsible  for  a  proper  nomination, 
it  certainly  behoves  me  to  name  such  an  one  as  in  my  judg- 
ment combines  the  requisites  for  a  mission  so  peculiarly  inter- 
esting to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  this  country.  With  great 
esteem  &c.44 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

April  9, 1794. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  I  observe,  that  to 
fortify  Annapolis  is,  in  my  judgment,  a  very  proper  measure. 
But  I  do  not  see  that  the  Executive  of  the  U.  States  can  take 
any  steps  towards  it  until  the  result  of  the  motion,  now  pend- 
ing in  the  House  of  Representatives,  be  known. 

It  is  my  desire  that  you  would  examine  carefully  the  Speeches 
which  have  been  made  in  this  City,  and  elsewhere,  to  the 
Tribes  of  Indians  now  in  amity  with  us  that  unfulfilled  prom- 
ises (if  any)  may  be  complied  with. 

I  desire  also,  that  the  requisites  of  such  laws  as  have  passed 
this  Session  (not  already  in  execution)  within  the  purview  of 
the  Department  of  War,  may  be  reported  to  me,  that  directions 
may  issue  accordingly.45 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Friday,  April  11, 1794. 
Sir:  The  first  fruit  of  the  Democratic  Society  begins,  more 
and  more,  to  unfold  itself.  You  will  report  what  is  necessary 

44  From  the  Monroe  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

^This  letter  is  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  as  of  date  of  April  10.  Knox's  an- 
swer, under  date  of  April  10,  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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to  be  done  with  the  specimen  of  it  which  I  herewith  send,46  as 
it  is  not  only  addressed  to  the  Executive,  but  the  Legislature 
also.47  Your's  etc.48 

*To  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE 
DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

Philadelphia,  April  n,  1794. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  Ulto.  came  duly  to  hand, 
but  as  you  did  not  expect  to  meet  again  until  the  12th.  instt.  I 
have,  accordingly,  postponed  my  reply  to  the  contents  of  it  'till 
now. 

I  am  sensible  that  the  No  East  quartr.  of  square  Number  21,*9 
is  subject  to  the  disadvantage  of  a  North  and  East  front  (not 
desirable  I  confess)  but  these  are  more  than  counterpoised  in 
my  estimation  by  the  formation  of  the  ground,  which,  though 
expensive  to  improve,  on  account  of  a  steep  declevity  on  the 
other  two  sides,  can  never  (if  a  quarter  of  the  square  is  taken, 
and  improved)  have  the  view  from  it  obscured  by  buildings  on 
the  adjoining  lots.  I  was  on  the  ground,  and  examined  it  in 
company  with  Mr.  Blodget  during  the  Sale  in  September  last; 
and  after  comparing  the  advantages  and  disadvantages,  re- 
solved to  fix  on  that  spot  if  a  quarter  of  the  square  could  be  ob- 
tained, and  the  price  not  run  upon  me,  beyond  the  usual  Sales; 
for  doing  which  there  could  be  no  just  cause;  for,  as  I  have  ob- 
served before,  it  is  not  less  than  the  area  mentioned  that  would 
secure  my  object;  and  to  improve  it  would  be  expensive,  from 
the  shape  of  the  ground.  If,  after  this  explanation,  I  can  be 

"This  "specimen"  is  not  now  found  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

47 Randolph  replied  (April  12)  by  sending  the  opinions  of  the  cabinet  "on  the 
Address  from  the  Democratic  Society  in  Washington."  Randolph's  letter  is  entered 
in  the  "Letter  Book";  but  the  Cabinet  opinions  arc  not  now  found  in  the  Washington 
Papers. 

48 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

40  In  Hamburg. 
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accomodated  without  involving  inconveniences,  I  would  rather 
the  matter  should  be  fixed  now  than  delayed  to  a  future  period, 
first,  because  I  had  rather  be  upon  a  certainty  (one  way  or 
other)  than  remain  in  doubt;  and  2dly.  because  it  would  be 
convenient  to  me  to  know,  whether  there  would  be  a  call  (for 
some  money  which  I  expect  to  receive  in  a  few  days)  for  that 
purpose,  or  that  I  might  apply  it  to  some  other. 

I  was  not  unmindful  of  your  communication  respecting  Ma- 
jor Rivardy ; 50  but,  unluckily,  the  Secretary  of  State  mistook  (as 
I  have  lately  discovered)  the  purport  of  my  direction  to  him  on 
this  head.  It  was,  that  your  employing  the  Major  for  the  pur- 
poses designated,  wd.  be  perfectly  agreeable  to  me  if  you  were 
satisfied  with  his  character,  and  that  he  had  abilities  adequate 
to  the  undertaking;  that  he  was  an  entire  stranger  to  me;  and 
that  I  had  rather  you  should  pursue  your  own  judgment  in,  than 
be  prompted  to,  a  choice  by  me.  He  understood  these  senti- 
ments as  applying  to  the  measure  (of  the  utility  and  indd.  ne- 
cessity of  which  I  had  no  doubt)  and  not  to  the  man.  Hence  the 
mistake  has  happened,  nor  should  I  have  discovered  it,  had  not 
our  late  enquiry  for  Engineers  brought  to  view  that  nothing  had 
been  concluded  between  you  and  Majr.  Rivardy.  The  employ- 
ment as  Engineer  may  occupy  him  three  or  four  months.  The 
fortifications  at  Baltimore,  Alexandria  and  Norfolk  were  as- 
signed to  him  that  you  might  be  enabled  to  judge  whether 
under  these  circumstances  it  would  be  best  to  adhere  to  the 
Major,  or  employ  Mr.  Vermanet,  or  any  other.  Your  more  per- 
fect knowledge  of  the  business,  and  of  the  situation  of  things 
than  I  possess,  will  direct  you  better  than  any  advice  I  could 
give;  for  in  truth  I  have  little  knowledge  of  characters  proper 
for  such  Surveying,  levelling  &ca.  as  the  City  requires;  and  be- 
sides, I  have  been  unfortunate  hitherto  in  those  whom  I  have 

"Maj.  John  Jacob  Ulrick  Rivardy,  of  the  United  States  Engineers. 
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been  instrumental  in  bringing  forward  for  the  subordinate 
Offices  in  the  City. 

Mr.  Greenleaf  is  here,  and  told  me  on  tuesday  last  that  he 
should  set  out  for  George  town  as  [sic]  yesterday  or  today,  but 
if  he  does  not  call  upon  me  before  eleven  oclock  (Post  hour) 
this  letter  will  go  by  the  Mail.  With  very  great  esteem  etc.51 

*To  RICHARD  PETERS 

Saturday,  April  12, 179U]. 

Dear  Sir:  If  you  are  done  with  the  Pamphlets  and  Papers 
which  I  put  into  your  hands,  be  so  good  as  to  return  them,  as 
the  Gentleman  from  whom  they  were  taken,  when  sent  to 
you,  has  had  no  opportunity  yet  of  forming  an  opinion  on 
them. 

Such  observations  as  you  have  made  I  would  thank  you  for. 
Yours  etc.  [h.s.p.] 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

Philadelphia,  April  12, 1794. 
Sir:  Your  report,  dated  the  nth.  instt.  respecting  the  defence 
of  Mero  district 52  is  approved,  and  the  Governor  of  the  South 
Western  Territory  may  be  authorized  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  April  13, 1794. 
Mr.  Pearce:  By  your  letter  of  the  9th.  instt.  (which  with  the 
weekly  reports)  have  been  duly  received,  I  find  you  wish  to  open 
a  communication  between  the  lower  rooms,  in  what  is  called 

"From  Letters  of  the  Presidents  of  the  United  States  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
62  This  report  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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the  Servants  Hall,  and  to  make  a  closet  therein:  against  the  lat- 
ter I  have  no  objection  at  all,  nor  against  the  first  provided 
the  doing  it  does  not  cut  away  a  brace,  and  thereby  weaken  the 
house.  If  the  chimneys  project  into  the  rooms  (as  I  think  they 
do)  a  closet  may  be  conveniently  made  in  one  of  the  recesses, 
between  the  jamb  and  the  side  of  the  house;  and  if  two  closets 
are  not  made,  the  one  that  is  put  up,  would  look  better,  and  be 
more  out  of  the  way,  in  the  back  side,  than  front  of  the  room. 
However,  unless  I  was  to  examine  it  with  a  particular  eye  to 
this  measure,  I  may  be  mistaken  in  my  judgment  of  it;  and 
therefore  leave  it  to  you  to  fix  it  where  it  shall  be  found  most 
convenient. 

As  I  have  mentioned  in  one  of  my  former  letters  to  you,  so 
now  I  repeat,  that  it  is  not  my  wish  that  more  important  work, 
that  is,  work  which  cannot  be  delayed  without  producing  in- 
jurious consequences,  should  be  put  aside  or  neglected  on  ac- 
count of  the  Mill  Race.  The  completion  of  the  latter,  though 
very  desirable  had  better  be  postponed  than  many  other  things 
which  might  involve  the  loss,  or  diminution  of  the  ensuing 
Crop.  I  expected,  and  believe  I  mentioned  in  one  of  my  letters 
to  you,  that  the  digging  of  this  Race  would  prove  laborious 
after  the  wet  of  the  winter  should  have  passed  away.  Much  of 
my  land  has  that  hard  bottom  to  it,  wch.  is  the  cause  of  its  being 
so  wet  in  winter  and  hard  in  summer. 

Does  it  appear  to  you  that  the  grain  can  be  tread  out  much 
faster  upon  the  open  floor  in  the  New  Barn  at  Dogue  run,  than 
it  can  be  in  the  usual  way  on  the  ground  ?  What  are  the  advan- 
tages and  disadvantages,  if  any,  of  treading  the  grain  out  in  this 
manner  ?  It  wd.  be  well  to  examine  them  closely,  that  I  may 
not  only  be  able  to  decide  on  the  utility  of  the  plan,  but  to  im- 
prove on  the  good  parts  and  avoid  the  bad  ones,  if  there  be 
such,  in  future. 
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Unless  the  weather  grows  warmer,  your  fishing,  this  season, 
will,  I  fear,  prove  unproductive;  for  it  has  always  been  ob- 
served, that  in  cold  and  windy  weather  the  fish  keep  in  deep 
water,  and  are  never  caught  in  numbers,  especially  at  shallow 
landings. 

In  a  letter  which  I  have  lately  received  from  Colo.  Ball,  he 
informs  me  that  he  had,  at  that  time,  sent  off  (in  the  whole) 
454%  bushls.  of  Buckwheat  for  Mount  Vernon;  and  that  the 
remainder  of  the  500  bushls.  viz,  44%  should  be  sent  to  you  dur- 
ing the  fishing  season;  and,  that  he  had  written  to  you,  he 
should  want  a  quantity  of  fish  for  his  own  use.  How  far  your 
engagement  with  Mr.  Smith,  or  any  other,  will  enable  you  to 
comply  with  his  request  remains  for  yourself  to  decide.  If  the 
doing  of  it  would  interfere  with  no  contract  I  could  wish  to 
oblige  him;  but  contracts  must  always  be  fulfilled. 

Whenever  a  field,  a  lot,  or  any  spot  of  ground  is  sown  with 
either  grain  or  grass,  let  the  time  when  finshed,  and  the  quan- 
tity of  Seed  sown  therein,  be  entered  in  the  Weekly  report  of 
the  place  where  it  happens;  for,  as  these  reports  are  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  record,  of  the  occurrances  on  each  farm,  to  be  resorted 
to  at  any  time  hereafter,  it  will  be  very  satisfactory  to  know 
when  the  fields,  the  meadows,  Lots,  or  other  ground  were 
sown;  with  what;  and  the  quantity  of  seed  bestowed  thereon. 

I  have  a  tract  of  Woodland  of  1200  acres  about  4  miles  from 
Alexandria,  on  the  great  Road  to  Leesburgh,  whose  principal 
value  is  on  acct.  of  the  Timber,  wood  and  Hoop  poles,  and  of 
all  these,  I  am  informed  it  has  been  most  shamefully  pillaged. 
I  have  by  this  days  Post,  by  the  advice  of,  and  under  cover  to, 
Doctr.  Stuart,  wrote  to  a  Gentleman  of  the  name  of  Minor 53 
(who  lives  near  to  it  requesting  the  favor  of  him  to  have  an  eye 
to  the  land.  Whenever  you  may  see  Mr.  Minor  (wch.  may  be 

13  George  Minor. 
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at  the  Courts  in  Alexa.)  spk.  to,  and  concert  measures  with  him, 
for  putting  a  stop  to  the  continual  depredations  which  I  am 
told  a  parcel  of  trespassers  are  making  on  the  land,  by  absolute 
Sales  of  the  articles  beforementioned,  to  the  very  great  injury 
of  the  property.  I  remain,  etc. 

*To  GEORGE  MINOR 

Philadelphia,  April  13, 1794. 

Sir:  From  a  letter  which  I  have  lately  received  from  Doctr. 
Stuart,  I  learn  that  depredations  continue  to  be  made  upon  my 
land  on  four  mile  run,  in  the  County  of  Fairfax;  and  that  you 
were  so  obliging  as  to  inform  him,  that  you  would  use  your 
endeavours  to  rescue  it  from  further  injury  if  I  should  request  it. 

The  offer  is  kind,  and  I  thank  you  for  having  had  the  good- 
ness to  make  it;  and  do  hereby  vest  you  with  power  to  watch- 
over,  and  punish  in  any  manner  the  laws  will  authorise,  any, 
and  every  person  whatsoever  who  shall  be  found  trespassing 
thereon. 

The  growth  on  the  land,  I  always  considered  as  the  most 
valuable  part  of  the  property;  stripped  of  this,  as  there  appears 
to  be  a  strong  disposition  to  do  by  lawless  people,  and  the  value 
of  it  is  reduced  in  the  ratio  of  the  Trespasses. 

Sometime  since,  perhaps  two  or  three  years,  I  desired  my 
Nephew  Mr.  Bushrod  Washington  to  bring  suits  against  those 
who  had  been  detected  in  taking  off  Wood,  Hoop  poles  &ca., 
but  what,  or  whether  anything  resulted  from  it,  is  unknown  to 
me  at  this  moment.  Nothing  short  of  vigorous  measures,  I  am 
now  persuaded,  will  stop  the  injustice  I  am  sustaining,  and 
these  I  am  resolved  to  pursue,  any  reasonable  expence  there- 
fore which  may  be  incurred  in  carrying  this  resolution  into 
effect,  and  for  your  trouble,  will  be  cheerfully  paid  by  Sir  etc. 
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PS.  I  have  directed  Mr.  Wm.  Pearce  my  Manager  to  converse 
with  you  on  this  business  when  he  shall  see  you  in  Alexandria. 

*To  DAVID  STUART 

Philadelphia,  April  13, 1794. 

Dear  sir:  I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  4th. 
instt.,  and  thank  you  for  the  information  respecting  the  depre- 
dations on  my  land,  lying  on  four  miles  run.  Mr.  Bushrod 
Washington  a  year  or  two  ago,  was  desired  to  commence  a  suit 
or  suits  against  some  of  the  Trespassers;  but  whether  he  did,  or 
not,  or  what  the  result  was,  I  do  not  recollect  ever  to  have 
heard.  The  growth  of  the  land,  is  more  valuable  than  the  land 
itself;  to  protect  it  therefore,  is  important. 

Not  knowing  the  christian  name  of  Mr.  Minor,  or  whether 
there  may  not  be  more  than  one  of  that  name  I  am  at  a  loss  how 
to  direct  to  him;  and  indeed  for  a  safe  mode  of  conveying  a 
letter  to  him;  and  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  putting  the  en- 
closed under  cover  to  you,  with  a  request  (after  putting  a  wafer 
in  it)  that  you  would  be  so  good  as  to  have  it  safely  conveyed  to 
the  right  person. 

The  accounts  which  I  receive  from  Mount  Vernon,  respect- 
ing my  Wheat,  are  very  unfavorable.  They  could  not,  indeed, 
be  otherwise,  after  the  effect,  occasioned  by  the  drought  in  the 
fall  had  become  apparent,  which  was  the  case  before  I  left 
home  in  the  latter  part  of  October. 

The  appointment  of  a  Martial,  for  the  District  of  Georgia, 
had  taken  place  before  your  letter  came  to  my  hands :  but  if  the 
case  had  been  otherwise,  Mr.  McCrea,  however  well  known  in 
Virginia,  was  too  new  a  settler,  and  too  little  known  in  Georgia 
to  have  become  an  exceptable  man  for  that  office  when  half  the 
State  (in  a  manner)  was  in  hot  pursuit  of  it.  and  many  of 
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die  ancient  inhabitants  and  respectable  characters  were  press- 
ing forward  by  themselves,  and  friends,  on  this  occasion. 

My  best  wishes  attend  Mrs.  Stuart  and  the  rest  of  the  family, 
and  with  very  great  esteem  etc.54 

*  To  THE  CHIEF  JUSTICE55 

Tuesday  Morng.,  April  15, 1794. 
Dear  Sir:  At  as  early  an  hour  this  morning,  as  you  can  make 
convenient  to  yourself,  I  should  be  glad  to  see  you.  At  eight 
o'clock  we  breakfast.  Then,  or  after,  as  suits  you  best,  I  will 
expect  to  have  the  satisfaction  of  conversing  with  you  on  an 
interesting  subject.  Yours  etc. 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Tuesday  Morning,  April  15, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  Let  me  know  whether  the  message  (which  in  the 
evening  of  yesterday)  I  requested  you  to  draw,  will  be  ready  by 
n.  o'Clock  this  forenoon?  If  you  answer  in  the  affirmative,  I 
shall  require  the  gentlemen,  with  whom  I  usually  advise  on 
these  occasions,  to  attend  me  at  that  hour;  for  I  consider  that 
message,  (both  as  to  matter  and  form,)  of  such  importance  as 
to  make  it  necessary,  that  every  word  of  it  should  undergo  due 
consideration.56 

My  objects  are,  to  prevent  a  war,  if  justice  can  be  obtained  by 
fair  and  strong  representations  (to  be  made  by  a  special  Envoy) 
of  the  injuries  which  this  Country  has  sustained  from  G:B.  in 
various  ways;  to  put  it  into  a  complete  state  of  military  defence, 

51  From  a  photograph  of  the  original  kindly  furnished  by  Alwin  J.  Scheuer,  of  New 
York  City. 

55  John  Jay. 

56  See  Washington's  message  to  the  Senate,  Apr.  16,  1794,  post. 
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and  to  provide  eventually,  such  measures,  as  seem  to  be  now 
pending  in  Congress,  for  execution,  if  negotiation  in  a  reason- 
able time  proves  unsuccessful. 

Such  is  the  train  of  my  thoughts;  but  how  far  all,  or  any  of 
them,  except  the  first,  ought  to  be  introduced  into  the  message, 
in  the  present  stage  of  the  business  in  Congress,  deserves,  as  I 
have  said  before,  due  consideration.  Yours,  &c.57 

To  THE  SENATE  AND 
THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

United  States,  April  15, 1794. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives: I  lay  before  you  a  letter  from  the  Minister  plenipotenti- 
ary B8  of  his  britannic  Majesty  to  the  Secretary  of  State;  a  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  territory  South  of  the  river  Ohio, 
enclosing  an  ordinance  and  Proclamation  of  the  Governor 
thereof;  the  translation  of  so  much  of  a  petition  of  the  Inhabit- 
ants of  post  Vincennes,  addressed  to  the  President,  as  relates  to 
Congress;  and  certain  dispatches  lately  received  from  our  Com- 
missioners at  Madrid.59  These  dispatches  from  Madrid  being 
a  part  of  a  business,  which  has  been  hitherto  deemed  confi- 
dential, they  are  forwarded  under  that  view.57 

*To  RICHARD  HENRY  LEE 

Philadelphia,  April  15, 1794. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  8th.  of 
March  from  Chantilly.60  It  did  not,  however,  (by  the  Office 

87 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

68  See  message  to  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives,  May  12,  1794,  post, 
on  the  letter  from  the  British  Minister. 

69  The  Madrid  dispatches  related  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi. 
80  This  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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mark  thereon)  leave  Westmoreland  Court  House  until  the 
16th.  of  that  month.  Previously  to  the  receipt  of  it,  the  nomi- 
nation of  Mr.  Lawrence  Muse  to  the  Collectorship  of  Rappa- 
hannock had  been  made,  consequent  of  strong  testimonials  in 
his  favor. 

The  manners  of  Mr.  Fauchet,  and  of  Mr.  Genet,  the  present 
and  former  Ministers  from  France,  appear  to  have  been  cast  in 
very  different  moulds.  The  former  has  been  temperate,  and 
placid  in  all  his  movements,  hitherto;  the  latter  was  the  reverse 
of  it  in  all  respects.  The  declarations  made  by  the  former,  of 
the  friendly  dispositions  of  his  Nation  towards  this  Country, 
and  of  his  own  inclinations  to  carry  them  into  effect,  are 
strong  and  apparently  sincere.  The  conduct  of  the  latter  is 
disapproved  in  toto,  by  the  Government  of  both,  yet,  it  is  time 
only,  that  will  enable  us  to  form  a  decisive  judgment  of  each; 
and  of  the  objects  of  their  pursuits. 

The  British  Ministry  (as  you  will  have  perceived  by  Mr. 
Pinckneys  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  has  been  pub- 
lished) disclaim  any  hostile  intentions  towards  this  Country, 
in  the  agency  they  had  in  bringing  about  the  truce  between 
Portugal  and  Algiers;  yet,  the  tenour  of  their  conduct  in  this 
business  has  been  such,  added  to  their  manoeuvres  with  our 
Indian  neighbours;  but  more  especially  with  respect  to  the  late 
orders  of  the  King  in  council,  as  to  leave  very  unfavorable  im- 
pressions of  their  friendship,  and  little  to  expect  from  their 
justice;  whatever  may  result  from  that  of  the  interest  of 
their  Nation. 

The  debates,  on  what  are  commonly  called  Mr.  Madison's 
resolutions,61  which  no  doubt  you  have  seen  (having  been  pub- 
lished in  all  the  Gazettes)  will  give  you  the  pro  and  con  of  that 
business  more  in  detail  than  I  could  do  if  my  leisure  were 

"These  resolutions  on  commerce  were  introduced  Jan.  3,  1794. 
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greater  than  it  is;  but  these  resolutions,  like  many  other  mat- 
ters, are  slumbering  in  Congress;  and  what  may  be  the  final 
result  of  them  no  mortal,  I  believe  can  tell. 

I  learn  with  regret  that  your  health  has  continued  bad  ever 
since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  Shuters  hill.  Warm 
weather  I  hope  will  restore  it:  if  my  wishes  could  be  of  any 
avail,  you  assuredly  would  have  them.  With  best  respects  to 
Mrs.  Lee  and  the  rest  of  your  family,  in  which  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton unites,  I  am  etc.62 

To  THE  SENATE 

United  States,  April  16, 1794. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate:  The  communications,  which  I  have 
made  to  you  during  your  present  session,  from  the  dispatches 
of  our  Minister  in  London,  contain  a  serious  aspect  of  our 
affairs  with  Great  Britain.  But  as  peace  ought  to  be  pursued 
with  unremitted  zeal,  before  the  last  resource,  which  has  so 
often  been  the  scourge  of  nations,  and  cannot  fail  to  check  the 
advanced  prosperity  of  the  United  States,  is  contemplated;  I 
have  thought  proper  to  nominate,  and  do  hereby  nominate. 

John  Jay,  as  Envoy  extraordinary  of  the  United  States,  to  his 
britannic  majesty.63 

My  confidence  in  our  Minister  plenipotentiary  in  London 
continues  undiminished.  But  a  mission,  like  this,  while  it  cor- 
responds with  the  solemnity  of  the  occasion,  will  announce  to 
the  world  a  solicitude  for  a  friendly  adjustment  of  our  com- 
plaints, and  a  reluctance  to  hostility.  Going  immediately  from 
the  United  States,  such  an  envoy  will  carry  with  him  a  full 

62  From  a  photostat  of  the  original  through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  A.  S.  W.  Rosenbach, 
of  New  York  City. 

63  Jay's  original  commission  and  copies  of  his  letters  of  credential  are  in  the  Public 
Record  Office  of  Great  Britain  (F.  O.  95:512,  fols.  10-27).  Photostat  copies  of 
these  are  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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knowledge  of  the  existing  temper  and  sensibility  of  our  Coun- 
try; and  will  thus  be  taught  to  vindicate  our  rights  with  firm- 
ness, and  to  cultivate  peace  with  sincerity.64 

#To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

Philadelphia,  April  16, 1794. 

Sir:  I  have  considered  your  report  of  the  15th.  instt.  relatively 
to  the  Frigates  which  are  to  be  built;  and  as  soon  as  the  im- 
portant points  on  which  the  master  builders  have  differed,  is 
settled  by  the  expedient  you  have  had  recourse  to;  and  you  can 
obtain  the  means  for  carrying  the  law  into  effect,  it  is  my  desire 
that  the  work  may  (be  entered  upon)  without  delay;  in  the 
manner,  and  at  the  places  which  you  have  suggested;  with  this 
alteration  however,  that  if  Baltimore  does  not  possess  advan- 
tages which  Norfolk  has  not,  that  the  44  gunship  shall  be  built 
at  the  latter,  and  the  one  of  36  guns  at  the  former.  The  wealth, 
and  populousness  of  the  two  states  will  not  only  warrant,  but 
require  this  change,  if  there  is  an  equality  in  other  respects. 

PS.  At  nine  oclock  tomorrow,  I  shall  want  to  converse  with 
you  on  your  other  report  of  the  10th.  instt.65 

*  To  JAMES  MADISON 

April  16, 1794. 
Dear  Sir:  Not  'till  yesterday  did  I  receive  the  Agricultural 
Pamphlets  from  Mr.  Peters.  Knowing  that  you  had  not  fin- 
ished the  perusal  you  intended  to  give  them,  I  return  them  to 
you  for  that  purpose.  After  you  have  examined  them  at  your 
leizure  I  wd.  thank  you  for  such  remarks  as  shall  have  occurred 

"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

65  On  the  act  of  Congress  for  the  defense  of  certain  ports  and  harbors. 
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to  you  on  the  occasion  for  I  have  yet  to  acknowledge  Sir  Jno. 
Sinclairs  politeness  in  sending  them  to  Your  Affecte^-etc 

[M.H.S.] 

*  To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  April  20,  1794. 

Mr.  Pearce:  Your  letter  of  the  15th.,  with  the  weekly  reports, 
came  to  hand  as  usual,  yesterday.  I  was  sorry  to  learn  by  the 
first  diat  you  had  been  unwell. 

It  is  almost  impossible  for  me  to  say,  with  exactness,  what 
I  owe  the  Estate  of  Mr.  Anthony  Whitting,  because  his  ac- 
counts do  not  appear  to  have  been  regularly  kept,  but  rather 
in  detached  Memms.  More  than  his  wages  from  the  first  of 
Jany.  until  the  day  of  his  death  (which  I  think  was  about  the 
middle  of  June)  at  the  rate  of  One  hundd.  pounds  Virga. 
Curry,  pr.  annum,  I  cannot  owe  him;  because  my  Nephew66 
when  his  health  obliged  him  in  November  1792  to  spend  the 
Winter  with  his  father  in  law  Colo.  Bassett,  paid  Mr.  Whitting, 
and  all  the  under  Overseers  (as  he  did  not  expect  to  be  back 
again  if  ever  in  less  than  Six  months)  their  full  wages  for  the 
year,  ending  the  last  of  December,  more  therefore  than  from 
the  close  of  that  year,  until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  the  succeed- 
ing one,  cannot  as  I  have  observed  before,  be  due  to  the  Estate ; 
and  this,  rather  than  do  it  a  possible  injury,  you  may  pay  his 
Exrs  or  Admrs;  although  (as  he  always  had  money  of  mine  in 
his  hands)  it  is  probable  he  might,  as  it  became  due  to  him, 
have  applied  part  to  his  own  use. 

On  April  16  Washington  wrote  to  Hamilton  that  he  had  appointed  Nathaniel 
Cabot  Higginson  of  Philadelphia,  United  States  agent  to  the  British  West  Indies,  for 
"certain  purposes  relating  to  the  Ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  which  have 
been,  or  may  be  seized  and  sent  into  the  ports  of  any  of  those  Islands  by  british  cruiz- 
ers,  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  war  between  great  britain  and  France," 
and  directing  an  advance  of  $5,000  to  Higginson  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Government.   This  letter  is  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

"George  Augustine  Washington. 
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With  respect  to  the  Bond  which  you  say  his  Exrs.  are  enquir- 
ing after,  I  never  saw,  or  heard  of  such  an  one;  except  whilst  I 
was  in  Virginia  last;  when  I  was  told  by  some  one,  what  you 
have  mentioned  in  your  letter.  Mr.  Lear  (who  at  that  time 
was  my  Secretary)  being  called  to  the  Federal  City  on  business, 
and  hearing  that  Mr.  Whiting  was  dead,  or  at  the  point  of 
death  (I  am  not  sure  which)  and  knowing  that  my  affairs  at 
Mount  Vernon  would,  by  this  event,  be  thrown  into  great  dis- 
order, went  down  there  (which  he  had  not  intended  to  do  when 
he  left  Phila.)  and  remained  there  until  I  got  home;  at  which 
time  he  gave  me  all  the  Papers  he  had  found  belonging  to  Mr. 
Whitting.  The  private  papers  in  one  bundle,  and  those  which 
concerned  my  business  in  another.  In  neither  of  these  was  there 
any  bond,  nor  did  I  ever  hear  the  circumstance  mentioned,  un- 
til I  went  to  Virginia  last  Fall.  If  such  a  bond  did  exist,  it  cer- 
tainly can  be  no  difficult  matter  to  learn  from  whom  it  was 
obtained;  and  whether  it  has  been  discharged,  or  not;  if  dis- 
charged, the  person  paying  it  will  know  to  whom;  without 
which  the  bond  will  be  of  no  use  to  any  one.  All  Whittings 
private  papers  were,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  turned 
over  to  Mr.  Ring;  who,  by  a  non-cupitive  Will,  was  made  his 
heir. 

I  am  glad  to  find  you  are  upon  the  point  of  sowing  Buck 
Wheat  at  all  the  Farms.  It  is  essential  it  should  be  in  the  ground 
without  delay,  if  two  Crops  are  to  be  plowed  in,  before  the 
Wheat  is  sown  thereon.  Does  the  Oats  which  you  have  sown, 
and  the  grass-seeds,  come  up  well  ?  and  how  are  your  seasons,  and 
the  temper  of  the  ground  ?  By  the  last  Reports  you  appear  to 
have  had  rain  twice  during  the  week  they  were  made.  In  this 
neighbourhood  the  earth  is  dry,  and  rain  wanting.  Did  you 
allow  a  plenty  of  seed  to  the  ground  that  was  resown  with  grass, 
as  well  as  the  other,  for  the  first  time. 


336  WRITINGS  OF   WASHINGTON  [April 

As  the  Embargo  is  continued  until  the  25th.  of  next  month, 
I  think  you  had  better  grind  no  more  Wheat  until  you  hear  fur- 
ther from  me;  and  let  that  which  is  in  the  straw,  remain  there; 
as  the  safest  mode  of  keeping  it;  unless  you  should  discover  an 
appearance  of  the  fly  about  the  stacks;  in  that  case,  it  might  be 
proper  to  get  it  out,  and  grind  it  as  speedily  as  possible. 

I  do  not  know  how  much  ground  you  have  sown  with  flax; 
but  as  there  is  no  foreseeing  what  our  disputes  may  end  in,  it  is 
my  wish  that  you  would  add  a  good  deal  more  (if  not  too  late) 
to  what  you  have  already  sown;  that,  let  what  will  happen,  I 
may  make  a  shift  to  cloath  my  Negros.  This  makes  it  pecu- 
liarly necessary  also  to  be  extremely  attentive  to  the  Wool;  for 
I  am  satisfied  that  a  tenth  part  of  what  is  sheared,  in  bringing  it 
home,  and  after  it  is  in  the  usual  place,  where  it  is  kept,  is  stolen 
from  me.  To  guard  against  both  these  modes  of  pilf erring,  will 
require  much  caution,  and  a  strict  watch.  Has  there  been  many 
Mares,  or  Jennies,  sent  yet  to  the  Jacks  or  Horse  ?  or  have  you 
reason  to  expect  that  many  Will  be  sent  this  Season,  besides  my 
own? 

Enclosed  you  will  find  a  letter  of  complaint.  Butler  against 
Crow.  I  do  not  see  that  it  is  in  my  power,  or  yours,  to  interfere 
in  the  matter  otherwise  than  in  an  amicable  manner.  If  this 
fails,  the  Courts  of  Justice  are  equally  open  to  both,  and  that 
must  be  the  resort  of  the  injured  party.  If  however,  Butler  is 
acquainted  with  any  mal-conduct  in  Crow,  and  is  able  to  prove 
it,  he  ought,  as  an  honest  man,  to  come  forward  with  it;  but  he 
should  take  care  to  advance  nothing  that  he  is  unable  to  support, 
lest  it  should  recoil  upon  himself.  When  I  was  last  at  Mount 
Vernon,  I  received  numerous  complaints  from  my  Negros 
of  their  not  having  been  supplied  as  usual  with  Fish,  and 
strong  insinuations  were  held  out  that  breaking  open  the  house, 
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in  which  they  were  deposited,  was  no  other  than  a  pretence  to 
cover  a  more  nefarious  mode  of  disposing  of  them.  In  short  it 
was  hinted  that  Crow  had  sold  them,  but  as  there  did  not  appear 
any  proof  of  the  fact,  I  set  on  foot  no  enquiry,  but  resolved  to 
lay  in  a  sufficiency  for  my  people  this  year;  secure  them  well; 
and  let  only  one  person  have  access  to  them  for  delivery,  and  to 
be  responsible.  The  Key  to  be  locked  up  with  others  at  the 
mansion  Ho.,  and  a  periodical  time  for  issuing  a  certain  num- 
ber to  each  farm,  to  be  distributed  by  the  Overseers  in  certain 
proportions  to  the  old  and  young  thereon. 

I  hope,  as  the  weather  seems  to  be  turning  warm,  that  the 
fish  will  run  more  abundantly.  Keep  a  regular  acct.  of  this 
business,  that,  when  it  is  closed  and  everything  charged,  and 
everything  credited  that  appertains  to  it  the  profit  or  loss  may 
be  ascertained.  I  wish  you  well  and  am  your  etc. 

PS.  Since  writing  the  foregoing  letter  I  have  received  one 
from  Mr.  Lear  (now  in  London)  containing  the  following 
paragraph. 

I  have  engaged  5000  of  the  white  thorn  plants  which  will  be  put  on 
board  the  Ship  Peggy  bound  to  George  Town,  she  will  sail  by  or  before 
the  10th.  of  February  and  is  addressed  to  Colo.  Deakins. 

Make  diligent  enquiry  for  the  Vessel  if  she  is  not  already 
arrived,  as  the  Season  is  advanced  and  the  plants  will  be  much 
injured,  if  not  lost,  if  not  soon  got  into  the  ground.  I  conceive 
they  had  better  be  placed  at  once  where  they  are  finally  to 
remain,  and  as  many  may  die,  plant  them  thicker  on  that 
account.  You  may  have  the  ground  prepared  against  the  plants 
arrive  that  not  a  moment  may  be  lost  that  can  be  avoided; 
plant  them  where,  in  your  own  opinion,  they  will  answer  best; 
Or  if  Butler,  who  ought  to  understd.  this  business  thinks  they 
had  better  go  into  a  nursery  in  the  first  instance,  let  it  be  so. 
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To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Philadelphia,  April  22,  1794. 
Sir :  Upon  examining  my  letter  to  you  of  the  27  June  '93,  and 
my  two  powers  of  the  8th  of  August  1793,  the  one  for  making 
a  loan  of  one  million  of  florins,  and  the  other  for  making  a 
loan  of  1,515,98  dols.  and  11  Cents,  I  wish  to  have  some  expla- 
nation upon  the  subject  of  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date.67  The 
questions  which  arise  are  these :  whether  the  million  of  Florins, 
to  be  borrowed  for  the  instalment,  payable  to  Holland  in 
June  next,  be  not  already  appropriated  for  that  purpose;  and 
whether  the  appropriation  now  proposed  of  the  three  millions 
of  florins  will  not  in  some  measure  be  contrary  to  the  appro- 
priation contained  in  my  power  of  the  8th  of  August  1793. 
For  it  appears  to  me,  that  I  have  directed  the  money  to  be 
borrowed  under  that  power,  to  be  applied  to  the  purchases  of 
the  public  debt.68 

*  To  THOMAS  JEFFERSON 

Philadelphia,  April  24,  1794. 

Dear  Sir :  The  letter  herewith  enclosed,  came  under  cover  to 
me  in  a  packet  from  Mr.  Lear,  accompanied  with  the  follow- 
ing extract  of  a  letter,  dated,  London,  February  12th.  1794. 

A  Mr.  Bartrand,  a  famous  Agriculturalist  belonging  to  Flanders,  put 
into  my  hands  a  few  days  ago  several  papers  for  Mr.  Jefferson  on  the 
Subject  of  Manuring  and  vegitation,  requesting  that  I  would  forward 
them  to  him  by  some  vessel  going  to  America;  being  uncertain  whether 
Mr.  Jefferson  is  in  Philada.  or  Virginia,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of 
putting  them  under  cover  to  you. 

07 Hamilton's  answer  (April  23)  is  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington 
Papers. 

88 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers, 
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Nothing,  is  more  wanting  in  this  Country,  than  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  first;  by  which  the  usual,  and  inadequate 
modes  practiced  by  us  may  be  aided.  Let  me  hope  then,  if  any 
striking  improvements  are  communicated  by  Mr.  Bartraud  on 
the  above  important  Subjects  that  you  will  suffer  your  friends 
to  participate  in  the  knowledge  which  is  to  be  derived  from 
his  instructions. 

We  are  going  on  in  the  old  way  "  Slow"  I  hope  events  will 
justify  me  in  adding  "and  sure"  that  the  proverb  may  be  ful- 
filled. "  Slow  and  Sure."  With  very  great  esteem  etc.69 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Philadelphia,  April  24, 1794. 
Sir:  It  appears  to  me  that  my  instructions  on  the  8  of  August 
1793  have  fixed  the  appropriation  of  the  money  to  the  sinking 
fund;  and  I  have  considerable  difficulty  in  being  convinced 
of  my  power  to  change  it  at  this  time.  However,  as  I  wish  to 
see  the  whole  subject  together,  it  may  be  well  for  you  to  state 
to  me  what  the  embarrassments  are  which  you  suppose  will 
arise  from  confining  the  money  borrowed  to  the  purchase  of  the 
public  debt,  which  I  own  I  am  very  desirous  of  seeing  effected 
as  fast  as  it  can  be  done  advantageously  for  the  public.70 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Philadelphia,  April  26, 1794. 
Sir:  Herewith  you  will  receive  two  resolves,  one  of  the  Sen- 
ate, dated  the  24th.,  the  other  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

""From  the  Jefferson  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

TOFrom  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers.  Hamilton's  answer  to 
this  (April  25)  is  also  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers.  (See 
Washington's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Apr.  27,  1794,  post.) 
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dated  the  25  instant,  accompanying  a  letter  from  the  Comittee 
of  Public  Safety  of  the  French  Republic  to  Congress,  request- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the  same  to  be 
answered,  on  their  behalf.71 

This  answer  you  will  prepare  accordingly,  in  terms  expres- 
sive of  their  desires.72 

To  JOHN  FITZGERALD 

Philadelphia,  April  27, 1794. 

Dear  Sir :  Your  letter  of  the  14th.  instant  came  to  hand  in  due 
course  of  post,  and  would  have  received  an  earlier  acknowl- 
edgement had  I  not  been  pressed  with  other  business. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Digges  towards  the  United  States  during  the  War  (in 
which  they  were  engaged  with  Great  Britain)  and  since  as  far 
as  the  same  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  has  not  been  only 
friendly,  but  I  might  add  zealous.73 

When  I  conversed  with  you  on  this  subject  in  Alexandria,  I 
thought  I  recollected  a  special  and  pointed  instance  of  beneficial 
service  he  had  rendered  this  Country  in  sending  me  beween 
the  leather  and  pasteboard  cover  of  a  book,  some  important 
intelligence;  but  upon  reflecting  more  maturely  on  the  matter 
since,  I  am  unable  to  decide  positively  whether  it  was  from  him, 
or  another  gentleman 7i  this  expedient  was  adopted  to  elude  the 
consequences  of  a  search.  Be  this  however  as  it  may,  it  is  in  my 
recollection  that  various  verbal  communications  came  to  me,  as 

"The  Senate  and  House  resolves  directed  in  varying  language  that  the  reply  to  the 
letter  from  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  of  France  express  the  friendship  and  good 
will  of  the  United  States  for  France. 

T2From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
The  difficulty  was  that  some  individuals  were  trying  "to  enrich  themselves  in 
this  summary  way"  by  attempting  to  bring  the  estate  of  Digges  under  the  confisca- 
tion law. 

"Ford  notes  that  this  gentleman  was  Arthur  Lee. 
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from  him,  by  our  Captives,  who  had  escaped  from  confinement 
in  England;  and  I  think  I  have  reed,  written  ones  also:  but  the 
latter  (if  at  all)  must  have  been  rare  on  account  of  the  extreme 
hazard  of  discovery,  and  the  consequences  which  would  follow, 
both  to  the  writer  and  bearer  of  such  corrispondences. 

Since  the  War,  abundant  evidence  might  be  adduced  of  his 
activity  and  zeal  (with  considerable  risque)  in  sending  artizans 
and  machines  of  public  utility  to  this  Country  I  mean  by  en- 
couraging and  facilitating  their  transportation  as  also  of  useful 
information  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  put  him  on  his  guard 
against  nefarious  attempts  to  make  Paper,  &ca.  for  the  purpose 
of  counterfeiting  our  money.  Until  you  mentioned  the  doubts 
which  were  entertained  of  Mr.  Digges'  attachment  to  this  coun- 
try, I  had  no  idea  of  its  being  questioned.  With  esteem,  &c. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  foregoing  letter,  I  have  seen  and  con- 
versed with  Mr.  John  Trumbull  respecting  Mr.  T.  Digges.  The 
former,  before  he  was  committed  to  the  Tower  of  London,  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  latter  in  England,  and  much  in  his 
company.  To  him  Mr.  Digges  always  appeared  well  attached  to 
the  rights  and  interests  of  the  United  States.  Knows  that  he  was 
active  in  aiding  our  citizens  to  escape  from  their  confinement 
in  England;  and  believes  he  was  employed  to  do  so  by  Doctr. 
Franklin.  Mr.  Trumbull  has  never  seen  Mr.  Digges  since  he 
left  the  Tower,  but  has  heard  that  a  difference  arose  between 
him  and  the  Doctr.  not  from  any  distrust  entertained  by  the 
latter  of  disaffection  in  the  former;  but  on  the  settlement  of 
their  accounts. 

The  preceding  statement  is  made  from  the  best  recollection  I 
have  of  the  subject.  The  expression  might  (if  I  had  had  more  lei- 
sure) be  more  correct,  but  not  more  consonant  with  truth.  Such 
as  it  is  you  are  welcome  to  make  what  use  you  please  of  it.75 

,3From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Philadelphia,  April  27, 1794. 

Sir :  I  cannot,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  satisfy 
myself,  that  I  am  at  liberty  to  go  contrary  to  my  last  instruc- 
tions; and  that  I  have  authority  to  direct  the  money,  which  I 
have  expressly  directed  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  to  be  applied  to  any  other  object. 

Still,  however,  I  am  willing  that  the  embarassments,  which 
you  consider  as  probable,  shall  be  communicated  to  Congress; 
and  I  have  no  objection  to  recommend  to  them  to  order  the 
money  to  be  reserved  for  the  exigencies  which  you  point  out.78 

*To  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE 
DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

Philadelphia,  April  27, 1794. 

Gentlemen :  The  Post  of  yesterday  brought  me  your  favor  of 
the  23d.  instant. 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  early  attention  which  you  have 
given  to  the  request  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  nth.  preceed- 
ing,  and  I  am  perfectly  well  satisfied  with  the  price  which  you 
have  affixed  on  the  lot,  I  have  obtained. 

If  it  be  necessary  for  me  to  decide  at  this  moment,  whether  I 
will  avail  myself  of  the  offer  you  have  made  me  of  the  No.  West 
quarter  of  the  same  square,  I  shall  answer  in  the  affirmative; 
but  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  me  (if  no  inconvenience 
would  result  from  delay)  to  suspend  my  determination  until  I 
could  examine,  and  form  my  plan  on  the  spot;  for  as  it  is  for 
the  purpose  of  improvement  I  fix  on  that  site,  whensoever  my 

76  This  letter  is  a  verbatim  copy  of  the  recommendation  of  Secretary  of  State  Ran- 
dolph, in  his  letter  to  the  President  of  April  27,  which  is  entered  in  the  "Letter 
Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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finances  will  enable  me,  I  should  like  to  see  in  what  manner 
this  can  be  done  most  advantageously.  Had  the  So.  East,  in- 
stead of  the  No.  West  quarter  of  this  square  fallen  to  the  public, 
I  should  have  embraced  your  offer  with  avidity;  not  that  I 
think  it  of  more  intrinsic  value  than  the  other  (if  I  recollect  the 
ground  rightly)  but  because  the  hill  declining  that  way  also,  it 
would  have  laid  me  entirely  open  to  the  South,  and  have  given 
a  fine  exposure  for  a  Garden. 

As  soon  after  the  rising  of  Congress  as  the  business  of  the 
public  will  allow,  I  intend  a  visit  to  Mount  Vernon  for  a  few 
days;  and  if  I  knew  the  time  appointed  for  your  next  meeting 
at  George  Town,  a  few  days  delay  on  my  part,  in  order  to  meet 
you  there,  would  be  attended  with  no  inconvenience  to  me. 

Your  letter  to  Messrs.  Harrison  and  Tayler  was  sent  to  them 
as  soon  as  I  had  read  it.  I  sincerely  wish  you  were  rid  of  that 
business  to  your  intire  satisfaction.  I  fear,  however,  you  will 
have  some  trouble  in  it  before  this  happens. 

I  shall  not,  at  this  time,  enter  upon  the  subject  of  the  letter 
written  to  me  by  Mr.  Johnson  and  Doctr.  Stuart,  further  than 
to  express  my  wish  that  they  would  remain  in  Office  until 
August,  if  it  can  be  made  to  comport  with  their  convenience. 
The  reasons  for  this  shall  be  assigned  when  we  meet,  or  in  an- 
other letter,  if  this  is  not  likely  to  happen  soon.  With  very  great 


esteem  etc.77 


*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 


Philadelphia,  April  27, 1794. 

Mr.  Pearce :  Your  letter  of  the  22d.  instant  with  its  enclosures 
came  duly  to  hand. 

Thomas  Green's  account  of  the  dimensions  of  the  Rooms  in 
my  house  in  Alexandria  is  so  confused  and  perplexed,  that  I 

From  Letters  of  the  Presidents  of  the  United  States  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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can  make  neither  head  nor  tail  of  it.  The  length,  breadth  and 
height  of  each,  with  the  distance  from  the  washboard  to  the 
Chair  board,  and  the  number  of  doors  and  windows  in  each 
room,  was  all  I  wanted;  instead  of  these  he  has  attempted  to 
draw  a  plan  which  no  one  can  understand,  and  has  given  an 
explanation  of  it  that  is  still  more  incomprehensible. 

I  am  very  glad  to  find  that  you  have  caused  so  much  flax  seed 
to  be  sown,  as  appears  from  the  Memorandum  sent  to  me;  but 
have  you  not  departed  from  the  plan  which  was  to  regulate  the 
grass  lots  at  Dogue  run  Farm?  As  well  as  I  recollect,  these 
were  to  succeed  each  other  in  Potatoes,  and  one  after  another 
to  be  sown  with  Oats  and  Clover;  and  this  rotine  was  to  be  per- 
severed in.  As  the  case  now  is,  neither  the  lot  East  of  the  New 
Barn,  nor  that  in  number  3,  can  be  touched  next  year;  and 
neither  of  them,  I  fear,  will  be  in  condition  to  yield  much  clover. 
My  intention  with  respect  to  these  lots  was,  by  soiling  the  Plow 
horses  with  the  Clover,  cut  green,  to  save  the  great  expense  of 
grain.  By  having  one  of  them  therefore  in  Potatoes;  another  in 
Oats  sown  also  with  Clover;  and  the  third  in  Clover,  there 
would  always  have  been  one  (which  is  sufficient  for  this  pur- 
pose) handy  to  the  Stable;  more  would  be  unnecessary,  as 
there  will  be  such  a  quantity  of  mowing  ground  on  the  Farm, 
for  the  support  of  the  Stock,  the  Mansion  house  and  for  Sale. 

Particular  attention  will  be  paid  I  hope  to  penning  of  the 
stock,  and  shifting  the  Pens,  nothing  has  been  more  neglected, 
general  as  neglects  have  hitherto  been  on  my  estate,  than  the 
latter,  merely  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  removing  the  Posts. 

How  does  the  White  thorn,  and  the  cuttings  of  the  Willow 
and  other  sets  which  have  been  put  out  this  Spring,  look  ?  and 
appear  to  have  taken,  and  to  be  in  a  thriving  condition  ? 

I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  last  that  5000  plants  of  the  White 
thorn  was  to  be  sent  to  me,  by  Mr.  Lear  in  the  Ship  Peggy,  from 
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London  to  George  Town.  I  have  advice  of  the  Sailing  of  the 
Ship,  and  hope  it  is  arrived.  No  time  should  be  lost  in  getting 
the  Plants  home  (to  Mt.  Vernon)  as  every  day's  delay  will  put 
them  more  and  more  in  jeopardy.  Mr.  Lear  in  his  last  letter 
informs  me  that  he  had  by  the  same  Vessel,  sent  some  fruit 
trees  for  his  own  use,  wch.  he  requests  my  care  of:  let  these  also 
be  taken  to  Mount  Vernon  and  put  into  a  nursery  for  his  use; 
and  the  Gardener's  particular  care  of  them  is  required.  I  am  etc. 
PS.  With  this  letter  you  will  receive  a  paper  of  Lima  beans, 
which  the  Gardener  will  plant  the  first  of  May,  seperate  from 
any  others;  and  be  particularly  careful  of  them.78 

*To  JOHN  JAY 

(Secret  and  confidential) 

Philadelphia,  April  29, 1794. 

My  dear  Sir :  Receive  I  pray  you  the  suggestion  I  am  going 
to  impart  with  the  friendship  and  caution  the  delicacy  of  it 
requires. 

You  are  already  informed,  that  I  am  under  the  necessity  of 
recalling  Mr.  Gouvr.  Morris  from  France;  and  you  can  read- 
ily conceive  the  difficulty  which  occurs  in  finding  a  successor 
that  would  be  agreeable  to  that  Nation,  and  who,  at  the  same- 
time,  would  meet  the  approbation  of  the  friends  of  that  Coun- 
try in  this. 

These  considerations,  have  induced  me  to  ask  you,  if  it  could 
be  made  to  comport  with  your  inclination  after  you  shall  have 
finished  yr.  business  as  Envoy  and  not  before  to  become  the 
Resident  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  London,  that  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney,  by  that  means,  might  be  sent  to  Paris  ?  I  mean  no  more 
than  simply  to  ask  the  question,  not  intending  (although  the 

78 From  a  press  copy.  The  P.  S.  is  supplied  from  the  printed  text  in  George  Wash- 
ington and  Mount  Vernon,  Long  Island  Historical  Society  Memoirs  (vol.  4). 
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measure  would  remove  the  above  difficulty)  to  press  it  in 
the  smallest  degree. 

If  you  answer  in  the  affirmative  be  so  good  as  to  return  the 
enclosed  letter 79  to  me,  and  corrispondt.  arrangemts.  shall  be 
made.  If  in  the  negative,80  I  pray  you  to  forward  it  through 
the  Penny  Post,  or  otherwise  accordg.  to  circumstances  to  the 
Gentleman  to  whom  it  is  directed  without  delay;  and  in  either 
case  to  let  the  transaction  be  confined  entirely  to  ourselves. 
With  much  truth  and  regard  I  am  etc. 

To  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON 
(Private) 

Philadelphia  April  29  1794. 

Dear  Sir :  Circumstances  have  rendered  it  expedient  to  recall 
Mr.  Gouvr.  Morris  from  his  Mission  to  the  Republic  of  France. 
Woulditbeconvenientandagreeabletoyoutosupplyhisplace?81 

An  affirmative  answer,  would  induce  an  immediate  nomi- 
nation of  you,  for  this  appointment  to  the  Senate;  and  the  sig- 
nification of  your  sentiments  relative  thereto,  as  soon  as  your 
determination  is  formed,  would  oblige  me  particularly,  as  it  is 
not  expected  that  that  body  remain  much  longer  in  session. 
With  very  great  esteem  &c.82 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Philadelphia,  April  29, 1794. 
Sir:  I  have  read  the  draught  of  your  letter  intended  as  an  an- 
swer to  the  British  minister's  reply  to  Mr.  Pinckney's  Memorial, 

"See  Washington's  letter  to  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Apr.  29,  1794,  post. 
Jay  declined  the  permanent  appointment,  April  30,  and  returned  Washington's 
letter,  which  was  probably  destroyed. 
81  Livingston  declined  the  appointment. 
2From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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on  the  Instructions  of  the  8th.  of  June  1793.  Those  of  the  6th. 
of  Novem:  following  stand  unconnected  with  the  subject. 

It  is  essential  that  all  the  cited  cases  should  be  correct;  and 
that  the  general  statement  should  be  placed  on  uncontrovert- 
ible ground;  otherwise  the  argument  will  recoil  with  redou- 
bled force. 

Close  attention  being  given  to  these  matters,  and  the  ideas 
expressed  without  warmth  or  asperity,  if  upon  a  revision  such 
should  be  found  to  have  intermingled,  I  see  no  objection  to  the 
particular  answer  which  is  prepared.83  I  am  &c.84 

To  BUSHROD  WASHINGTON 

Philadelphia,  April  30,  1794. 

Dear  Bushrod :  Your  Letter  of  the  22d.  instant  came  to  my 
hands  yesterday  afternoon.  I  thank  you  for  the  information 
contained  in  it  and  for  your  kindness  in  offering  to  draw  my 
answer  to  Henshaw's  bill,  now  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery, 
before  whom  it  seems  I  am  to  appear. 

It  is  really  hard  that  I  am  so  often  called  before  Courts  in 
matters  in  which  I  have  no  interest;  but  am  continually  sad- 
dled with  the  expense  of  defence. 

To  the  interrogatories  of  the  bill,  I  answer  from  my  best 
recollection,  having  no  papers  by  me  to  resort  to. 

That  John  Tayloe,  George  Mason  and  myself  were  appointed 
Attornies  by  George  Mercer,  and  others,  in  England,  to  whom 

83 Randolph's  draft  of  an  answer  had  been  submitted  to  Hamilton,  who  had  noticed 
a  "tartness  of  language"  that  was  not  thought  advisable.  "Before  I  began  to  write, 
I  asked  Mr.  Jay,  whether  he  would  prefer,  that  the  subject  should  be  left,  as  it  is,  or 
taken  up  by  me  in  the  way  of  refutation.  He  thought,  that  it  was  better  to  enter 
upon  a  refutation  of  Mr.  Hammond's  memorial.  Mr.  Jay  will  otherwise  be  obliged  to 
do  the  same  thing  himself.  And  I  cannot  conceive,  that  a  foreign  Minister  ought  to 
press  upon  the  Secretary  of  State  doctrines,  of  great  prejudice  to  the  U.  S.;  and  that 
the  Secretary  should  remain  silent,  as  if  he  were  afraid,  or  could  not  answer  them." 
Randolph's  letter  of  Apr.  28,  1794,  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

81  From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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he  had  mortgaged  his  estate  in  Virginia,  or  part  thereof,  with 
directions  to  sell  the  same : 

That  John  Tayloe  and  myself  accepted  the  trust,  but  Mason 
declined  doing  it. 

That  a  dispute  with  respect  to  the  priority  of  the  mortgage 
under  which  we  were  to  sell;  and  one  given  by  the  former 
attorney  of  George  Mercer,  in  Virginia,  ensued,  was  carried 
into  the  high  Court  of  Chancery  in  that  State,  and  an  inter- 
locutory decree  obtained. 

That  pursuant  to  the  said  decretal  order  Tayloe  and  myself 
(or  rather  myself  alone,  for  I  had  the  whole  trouble  of  it)  sold 
the  mortgaged  estate  in  November  1774;  and  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  on  the  terms  and  in  the  manner  set  forth  in  the 
bill.  The  money  when  received  to  be  subject  to  the  future 
order  of  the  Court. 

That  in  the  month  of  May  following  I  attended  the  Con- 
gress which  sat  in  Philadelphia.  In  June  of  the  same  year  was 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  American  army,  then  assem- 
bled at  Cambridge;  and  remained  with  it,  in  its  different 
movements,  for  several  years  before  I  returned  to  Virginia. 

That  finding,  about  the  time  the  bonds  had  become  due, 
there  was  no  prospect  of  my  returning  to  Virginia  in  any  short 
time,  or  having  it  in  my  power  to  render  any  further  service 
in  discharge  of  the  trust  which  had  been  committed  to  us, 
I  informed  Tayloe  thereof,  requested  him  to  place  the  bonds 
in  the  hands  of  a  proper  person  to  collect,  and  to  take  the  whole 
matter  on  himself;  for  as  I  was  unable  to  render  any  further 
assistance,  I  should  no  longer  consider  myself  responsible  for 
anything  which  might  happen  thereafter. 

Thus  stood  the  matter  about  the  period  when  the  bonds  be- 
came due.  After  the  death  of  Tayloe,  and  my  continually 
refusing  any  agency  in  the  business,  further  than  to  report  what 
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had  been  done  by  myself,  and  which  no  other  was  competent 
to  in  a  legal  sense,  it  was,  by  a  decree  of  the  high  Court  of 
Chancery  in  Virginia,  put  into  the  hands  of  John  Francis 
Mercer,  for  purposes  mentioned  therein,  and  by  him  were  the 
bonds  put  in  suit  thereafter. 

That  Henshaw  may  have  become  a  purchaser  at  the  sale  in 
1774  on  the  terms,  and  to  the  amount  set  forth  in  the  bill,  is 
highly  probable.  But  I  have  no  recollection  of  his  ever  having 
made  a  tender  of  payment  to  me  at  Cambridge,  or  of  the  con- 
versation which  he  has  stated;  and  conceive,  if  application  had 
been  made  to  me  for  the  purpose  mentioned,  he  would  have 
received  an  answer  to  the  effect  I  have  here  mentioned. 

If  I  am  not  mistaken  the  Bill  of  Henshaw,  which  you  have 
now  sent,  or  one  similar  to  it,  has  been  before  me  once  or  twice 
already;  and  my  answer  obtained  through  Mr.  John  Mercer, 
to  whom,  when  served  with  the  summons,  I  sent  it,  and  by 
whom  it  was  drawn.  I  pray  you  if  it  be  practicable  in  time,  to 
enquire  into  the  matter.  There  must  be  neglect  somewhere, 
if  it  is  not  to  be  produced.  With  much  truth,  I  am  etc.85 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

Philadelphia,  May  1, 1794. 

Sir:  The  letter  from  General  Wayne  to  you,  of  the  10th  of 
March,  I  have  perused. 

The  Contractors  who  supplied  the  articles  of  Hats  and  Shoes 
to  the  Army,  which  he  complains  of,  or  the  person  who  in- 
spected them,  or  both,  ought  to  be  called  to  a  severe  account 
for  such  abuse  of  public  confidence. 

The  ideas  communicated  in  the  above  letter,  relatively  to 
long  and  Short  Coats  are  not,  I  conceive,  bad. 

85  From  the  "  Letter  Book  "  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 


350  WRITINGS   OF   WASHINGTON  [May 

Giving  leave  of  absence  to  so  many  Officers  as  Genl.  Wayne 
does,  is  in  my  opinion,  reprehensible,  particularly  at  a  time 
when  active  Service  may  be  expected;  and  when  his  complaints 
of  their  deficiency  are  reiterated  in  almost  every  one  of  his 
letters. 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Philadelphia,  May  2, 1794. 

Sir :  I  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  give  you  the  trouble  of 
writing  a  formal  answer,  and  therefore  I  desired  the  Secretary 
of  State,  who  was  with  me  on  business,  if  he  had  an  opportu- 
nity, to  ask  an  explanation  of  the  last  clause  in  your  letter  of  the 
30th.  ulto.  He  has  just  informed  me,  that  you  state  that  there 
is  money  in  your  hands,  applicable  to  the  French  debt;  and 
upon  the  whole,  I  do  not  see  any  objection  to  your  making  the 
payments  to  Mr.  Fauchet,  which  you  mention  in  that  letter. 

I  return  the  passports  signed;  and  I  am  so  fully  impressed 
with  the  necessity  of  discontinuing  the  issuing  of  them  without 
some  restrictions,  that  I  request  you  to  be  careful  in  charging 
the  Collectors,  not  to  suffer  any  of  vessels  for  which  they  are 
given,  to  depart  without  complying  with  the  conditions  ex- 
pressed in  your  letter  of  this  date.86 

*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  May  4, 1794. 

Mr.  Pearce:  Your  letter  of  the  29th.  ulto.  and  the  reports 
which  were  enclosed  came  duly  to  hand. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  by  the  first  that  the  Ship  Peggy  had  not 
then  arrived  at  George  Town  from  London.  I  fear  the  White 

89 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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thorn  Plants  (5,000  in  number)  which  I  have  on  board,  together 
with  Mr.  Lears  fruit  Trees,  will  suffer  very  much,  if  they  are 
not  entirely  destroyed,  by  the  advanced  season.  Let  the  ground 
(wherever  the  first  are  to  go)  be  prepared  for  their  reception, 
that  no  time  which  can  be  avoided  may  be  lost  in  getting  them 
into  it.  as  to  the  latter,  that  is  the  fruit  trees,  there  cannot  be 
many  of  them,  consequently  no  previous  preparation  is  neces- 
sary for  their  deposit. 

I  wish  you  had  discharged  Green  without  any  ceremony 
when  you  found  him  drinking  and  idling  his  time  away;  as  to 
any  reliance,  on  his  promise  to  amend  there  can  be  no  sort  of 
dependance:  for  it  has  been  found  that  he  is  growing  worse 
and  worse  the  consequence  of  which  is  that  he  dare  not  find 
fault  with  those  who  are  entrusted  to  his  care  lest  they  shd. 
retort  and  disclose  his  rascally  conduct;  by  which  means  work 
that  the  same  number  of  hands  would  perform  in  a  week, 
takes  mine  a  month.  Nothing  but  compasion  for  his  helpless 
family,  has  hitherto  induced  me  to  keep  him  a  moment  in  my 
service  (so  bad  is  the  example  he  sets) ;  but  if  he  has  no  regard 
for  them  himself,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  I  am  to  be  a  con- 
tinual sufferer  on  this  acct.  for  his  misconduct. 

I  never  could  get  an  account  of  the  Corn  made  on  my  Estate 
last  year,  consequently  can  form  no  idea  of  the  quantity  now 
on  hand  and  the  prospect  there  is  of  its  carrying  me  through 
the  year.  At  any  rate  it  should  be  used  with  great  care,  but  if  it 
is  likely  to  run  short,  as  much  parsimony  should  be  observed  as 
can  comport  with  the  absolute  calls  for  it,  on  the  farms,  as  I 
know  not  where  to  get  more;  and  should  find  it  inconvenient 
to  pay  for  it  if  I  did. 

Does  the  first  sown  Buck  Wheat  come  up  well  ?  as  soon  as 
any  field  or  lot  is  planted  with  Potatoes  let  the  quantity  which 
has  been  used  therefor  be  noted  in  the  Farm  Report  of  the  place 
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where  they  have  been  used.  To  plant  the  Potatoes  whole  is 
best,  where  there  is  enough  of  them;  when  there  is  not  cutting 
becomes  necessary  and  should  then  be  adopted. 

In  the  Gardeners  report  is  a  query,  if  Apricots  will  be  wanting 
to  preserve.  I  answer  No.  for  the  situation  of  public  business 
now  is,  and  likely  to  remain  such,  that  my  family  will  not  be 
able  to  spend  any  time  at  Mount  Vernon  this  Summer,  that  is, 
I  cannot  do  it,  and  Mrs.  Washington  would  not  chuse  to  be 
there  without  me.  My  present  intention  is,  if  public  business 
will  permit,  to  make  a  flying  trip  there  soon  after  the  rising  of 
Congress;  but  when  that  will  be  is  more  than  I  [am]  able  to 
decide,  at  present. 

It  is  not  usual,  nor  is  there  any  occasion,  for  Papering  the 
ceiling  of  the  Room,  or  rooms  (if  more  than  one  should  be 
papered)  in  the  House,  in  Alexandria.  I  am  &ct. 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

(Private) 

May  6, 1794. 

Dear  Sir :  In  answering  your  note  of  yesterday  respecting  M. 
Talleyrand  de  Perigord,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  declare,  that  I  find 
it  difficult  to  hit  upon  a  line  of  conduct  towards  characters, 
under  the  description  that  Gentleman  is.  Emigrants,  that  is 
satisfactory  to  my  own  mind;  or  more  properly,  that  is  free 
from  exception,  by  avoiding  what  might  seem  to  be  incivility 
on  one  hand,  or  unpleasant  political  consequences  on  the  other. 
I  can  perceive  very  clearly,  that  the  consequences  of  receiving 
these  characters  into  the  public  rooms  will  be  driving  of  the 
French  Minister  from  them.  His  visits  are  much  less  frequent 
than  they  were;  and  an  occurrence  on  tuesday  last  (which  shall 
be  mentioned  when  you  call  here)  has  left  no  doubt  as  to  the 
cause. 
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A  particular  introduction  of  these  characters  (out  of  the 
usual  course)  would,  I  presume,  be  more  noticed  than  the  re- 
ception of  them  in  public.  It  has  become  expedient,  therefore, 
in  my  opinion,  that  principles  should  be  adopted  in  these  cases 
(not  only  for  the  conduct  of  the  President,  but  the  Executive 
officers  also)  by  which  evils  may  be  avoided,  and  uniformity 
observed.  "What  these  had  best  be,  deserves  consideration. 

My  wish  is,  and  it  is  not  less  my  duty,  as  an  officer  of  the 
Republic,  to  avoid  offence  to  powers  with  which  we  are  in 
friendship,  by  conduct  towards  their  proscribed  citizens  which 
would  be  disagreeable  to  them;  whilst,  at  the  same  time,  these 
emigrants,  if  people  of  good  character,  ought  to  understand 
that  they  will  be  protected  in  their  persons  and  property,  and 
will  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  our  laws,  for  the  rest,  they 
must  depend  upon  their  own  behaviour  and  the  civilities  of  the 
citizens  at  large,  who  are  less  restrained  by  political  considera- 
tions, than  the  officers  of  government  must  be.  Yours  always.87 

*To  TOBIAS  LEAR 

Philadelphia,  May  6, 1794. 

My  dear  Sir :  Your  letter  of  the  26th.  of  Jany.  with  a  Postcript 
of  the  30th.  of  the  same  month,  by  Captn.  Truxton,88  and  an- 
other of  the  12th.  of  Feby.  by  a  Vessel  to  New  York,  I  have 
safely  received.  But  neither  the  one  from  Glasgow  (with  the 
box)  nor  the  other  by  the  Peggy,  referred  to  in  the  above  letters, 
are  yet  come  to  hand. 

The  Watch,  and  Portrait  of  the  Earl  of  Buchan,  were  received 
in  very  good  order.  The  first  pleases,  and  for  your  attention 
to  it  Mrs.  Washington  prays  you  to  accept  her  thanks.  The 

srFrom  an  attested  copy  by  Octavius  Pickering  in  the  Hamilton  Papers  in  the 
Library  of  Congress.  (See  Washington's  letter  to  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  Aug. 
30,  1794,  post.) 

88 Capt.  Thomas  Truxtun  (Truxton). 
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extra :  cost,  together  with  the  prices  of  the  other  articles  from 
Glasgow  and  London  shall  be  paid  so  soon  as  I  can  find  a  person 
disposed  to  receive  the  amount;  and  this  I  shall  know,  prob- 
ably, when  I  converse  with  Mr.  Dalton ; 89  who,  I  believe  is  on  a 
visit  to  the  Federal  City,  as  he  proposed  to  set  out  for  it  on 
Monday  last. 

The  reception  you  met  with  from  the  Earl  of  Buchan  and 
Sir  John  Sinclair,  gives  me  sincere  pleasure,  and  I  am  glad  to 
find  they  have  introduced  you  to  characters  which  may  not 
only  contribute  to  your  present  gratifications,  but  which,  in  the 
revolution  of  events,  may  be  of  service  in  a  future  walk  of  life; 
without  a  possible  disservice  that  results  not  from  imprudence; 
against  which  your  own  good  sense  will  always  secure  you. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  several  communications  in 
your  letters  which  have  come  to  hand.  I  place  great  reliance  on 
them.  The  opportunity  you  derive  from  mixing  with  people 
in  different  walks,  high  and  low,  of  different  descriptions,  and 
of  different  political  sentiments,  much  have  afforded  you  an 
extensive  range  for  observation  and  comparison:  more  so,  by 
far,  than  could  fall  to  the  lot  of  a  Stationary  character,  who  is 
always  revolving  in  a  particular  circle. 

I  am  equally  well  pleased  to  hear  that  the  concerns  in  which 
you  are  more  immediately  interested,  are  in  as  promising  a  state 
as  the  peculiarly  disturbed  state  of  matters  in  Europe  would 
allow  you  to  expect.  I  hope  they  will  continue,  and  that  your 
plans  may  be  accomplished  to  the  fullest  extent  of  your  wishes. 

Mr.  Pearce,  my  present  Manager  at  Mount  Vernon,  has  been 
directed  to  send  for  your  fruit  Trees  the  moment  he  hears  of 
the  Peggy's  arrival  at  George  Town;  and  my  Gardener  is  in- 
structed to  take  particular  care  of  them  until  they  are  otherwise 
disposed  of  by  you;  but  as  the  Vessel  had  not  arrived  the  29th. 
Ulto.  (when  I  heard  from  Mr.  Pearce)  there  is  too  much  reason 

9Tristam  Dalton.  Later  (1801)  he  was  appointed  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  by  President  Adams. 
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to  fear  they  will  come  too  late,  as  a  mild  and  placid  March  and 
pleasant  April  (except  the  first  days  of  it)  has  caused  a  most 
luxurient  vegatation  this  Spring,  with  us,  from  North  to  South. 

Not  knowing  where  you  may  be  when  this  letter  shall  have 
reached  London,  nor  the  hazard  it  might  run  in  following  of 
you  if  you  should  have  left  that  metropolis,  I  shall  do  little  more 
than  touch  political  Subjects. 

To  tell  you  that  the  order  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  in  Council 
of  the  8th.  of  June  last,  respecting  Neutral  Vessels  had  given 
much  discontent  in  the  United  States,  and,  that  that  of  the  6th. 
of  November,  and  its  results  had  thrown  them  into  a  flame, 
will  hardly  be  News  to  you  when  you  shall  have  received  this 
letter.  The  subsequent  order  of  the  8th.  of  Januy.  has,  in  a 
degree,  allayed  the  violence  of  the  heat;  but  will  by  no  means 
satisfy  them  without  reparation  for  the  Spoliations  on  our 
Trade,  and  the  injuries  we  sustain  from  the  non-performance 
of  the  Treaty  of  Peace.  To  effect  these,  if  possible,  by  temper- 
ate means,  by  fair,  and  firm  negotiation,  an  Envoy  extraor- 
dinary is  appointed,  and  will,  I  expect,  sail  in  a  few  days.  Mr. 
Jay  is  chosen  for  this  trust.90  Mr.  John  Trumbull  goes  as  his 
private  Secretary. 

90 Randolph  wrote  to  Washington  (May  6):  "The  secretaries  of  the  treasury  and 
war  department  being  of  opinion,  that  it  is  constitutional  and  expedient  to  impower 
Mr.  Jay  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  the  powers  are  drawn, 
conformably  with  those  ideas.  But  as  they  entertain  sentiments,  different  from  mine, 
and  have  committed  them  to  paper,  permit  me  to  assign  a  few  of  the  most  operative 
reasons  on  my  mind. 

"  i .  To  permit  such  a  treaty  to  be  signed  by  Mr.  Jay,  and  transmitted  for  ratifica- 
tion, is  to  abridge  the  power  of  the  senate  to  judge  of  its  merits.  For  according  to  the 
rules  of  good  faith,  a  treaty,  which  is  stipulated  to  be  ratified,  ought  to  be  so,  unless 
the  conduct  of  the  minister  be  disavowed  and  punished. 

"2.  If  he  be  permitted  to  sign  a  treaty  of  commerce,  No  form  of  expression  can 
be  devised  to  be  inserted  in  it,  which  will  not  be  tentamount  to  a  stipulation  to 
ratify,  or  leave  the  matter  as  much  at  large;  as  if  he  had  no  such  power. 

"3.  Tho'  I  believe,  that  the  people  of  the  U.  S.  desire  a  proper  treaty  of  commerce 
with  G.  Britain;  and  we  could  enumerate  so  many  articles,  as  to  insure  their  appro- 
bation; yet  am  I  persuaded,  that  no  man  can  undertake  to  say,  that  they  would  be 
contented  with  one  or  two  articles  only;  as  is  proposed  by  the  gentlemen."  This 
letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers.  The  written  opinions  of  the  other  gentlemen  of 
the  Cabinet  are  not  now  found  in  those  Papers. 
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Many  measures  have  been  moved  in  Congress  in  consequence 
of  the  aforementioned  orders  of  the  British  Cabinet.  Some  have 
passed  into  Acts,  and  others  are  yet  pending.  Those  which 
have  become  Laws  are;  one  for  fortifying  our  principal  Sea- 
ports (which  is  now  in  vigorous  execution)  and  for  raising 
an  additional  Corps  of  800  Artillerymen  for  the  defence  of 
them,  and  for  other  purposes.  The  Bills  which  are  pending 
are  to  complete  our  present  military  establishment.  To  raise 
an  Army  of  25,000  in  addition  thereto,  and  to  organize,  put  in 
training,  and  to  hold  in  readiness  at  a  minute's  warning,  a 
select  Corps  of  80,000  Militia.  Of  the  passing  of  the  first  and 
last  of  these,  no  doubt  seems  to  be  entertained  on  either  side 
of  the  House;  but  those  who  are  fearful  of  what  they  call  a 
standing  Army,  will  give  all  the  opposition  they  can  to  the 
other.  The  result  therefore  none  will  predict  in  the  present 
stage  of  the  business. 

Besides  these,  a  Bill  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  by 
a  large  Majority,  founded  on  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution. 

Whereas,  the  injuries  which  have  been  suffered,  and  may  be  suffered 
by  the  United  States,  from  violations  committed  by  Great  Britain,  on 
their  neutral  rights  and  commercial  interests,  as  well  as  from  her  failure 
to  execute  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  render  it  expedient 
for  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  that  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  two  Countries  should  not  continue  to  be  carried  on  in  the 
extent  at  present  allowed: 

Resolved,  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  November  next,  all  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  Citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  any 
other  nation,  so  far  as  the  same  respects  articles  of  the  growth  or  manu- 
facture of  G:  Britain  or  Ireland,  shall  be  prohibited. 

This  measure  was  arrested  in  the  Senate,  at  the  third  reading, 
by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Vice-President;  not,  as  it  is  said,  and 
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generally  believed,  from  a  disinclination  to  the  ulterior  expe- 
diency of  the  measure,  but  from  a  desire  to  try  the  effect  of 
Negotiation  previous  thereto.  Sequestration  of  British  prop- 
erty (exclusive  of  that  in  the  funds)  and  other  expedients  of  a 
similar  kind,  have  been  agitated  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives; but  seem  I  think  to  be  talked  off  the  Stage. 

The  Packet  from  Mr.  Bartrand  to  Mr.  Jefferson  was  for- 
warded by  the  first  Post  after  it  reached  my  hands.  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son resigned  the  Office  of  Secretary  of  State  the  first  of  January, 
and  was  succeeded  by  the  late  Attorney  General  Mr.  Randolph 
whose  place  of  Attorney  General  is  filled  by  Judge  Bradford  of 
this  State  (Pennsyla.). 

Enclosed  I  give  you  the  trouble  of  receiving  the  copy  of  a 
letter  which  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Arthur  Young,  by  Mr.  Willm.  Mor- 
ris, on  the  12th.  of  december  last.  At  the  time  that  letter  was 
written  I  had  no  knowledge  of  Mr.  Youngs  late  appointment, 
as  Secretary  of  the  National  board  of  Agriculture,  nor  of  the 
change  of  his  political  sentiments.  It  is  not  improbable  but 
that  he  has,  already,  or  will,  make  you  acquainted  with  the 
purport  of  the  above  letter.  Be  this  however,  as  it  may,  my 
inducement  to  send  you  a  copy  of  it,  is,  that  if  the  case  should 
be  otherwise,  if  there  appears  to  be  any  dereliction  on  his  part 
to  comply  with  my  wishes,  and  a  fair  occasion  should  occur  of 
mentioning  the  matter  in  the  course  of  your  peregrinations 
through  England,  Scotland  or  elsewhere  and  you  see  no  im- 
propriety from  circumstances,  or  your  views  of  the  subject  at 
the  moment  I  should  be  glad  if  you  were  to  do  it.  My  wish 
further  is,  to  dispose  of  the  lands  I  have  had  restored  to  me  by 
Mr.  De  Barth,  and  in  short  my  settled  lands  in  the  Western 
parts  of  this  State,  in  the  Counties  of  Fayette  and  Washington. 
I  have  raised  the  price  of  my  lands  on  the  Ohio  and  great 
Kanhawa  to  twenty  shillings  Virga.  currency  pr.  Acre;  the 
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tract  in  Fayette  (about  1700  acres)  to  forty,  and  that  in  Wash- 
ington to  thirty  shillgs.  pr.  Acre  Pennsylvania  Curry. 

I  have  no  scruple  to  disclose  to  you,  that  my  motives  to  these 
sales  (as  hath  been,  in  part,  expressed  to  Mr.  Young)  are  to 
reduce  my  income,  be  it  more  or  less,  to  specialties,  that  the 
remainder  of  my  days  may,  thereby,  be  more  tranquil  and 
freer  from  cares;  and  that  I  may  be  enabled  (knowing  precisely 
my  dependence)  to  do  as  much  good  with  it  as  the  resource 
will  admit;  for  although,  in  the  estimation  of  the  world  I  pos- 
sess a  good,  and  clear  estate,  yet,  so  unproductive  is  it,  that  I  am 
oftentimes  ashamed  to  refuse  aids  which  I  cannot  afford  unless 
I  was  to  sell  part  of  it  to  answer  the  purpose.  (Private)  Besides 
these,  I  have  another  motive  which  makes  me  earnestly  wish 
for  the  accomplishment  of  these  things,  it  is  indeed  more  pow- 
erful than  all  the  rest,  namely  to  liberate  a  certain  species  of 
property  which  I  possess,  very  repugnantly  to  my  own  feelings; 
but  which  imperious  necessity  compels;  and  until  I  can  substi- 
tute some  other  expedient,  by  which  expences  not  in  my  power 
to  avoid  (however  well  disposed  I  may  be  to  do  it)  can  be 
defrayed 91  You  are  so  well  acquainted  with  the  situation  and 
quality  of  the  lands  which  are  here  mentioned  for  Sale,  that  it 
is  almost  unnecessary  to  go  more  into  detail  respecting  them, 
with  you.  Those  however  on  the  Ohio,  between  the  Mouths 
of  the  little  and  Great  Kanhawa,  are  in  three  tracts;  first  con- 
taining 2314  Acres,  laying  on  the  Banks  of  the  River  abt.  12 
Miles  below  Mariatte,92  the  2d.  2448.  acres,  still  lower  down 
(being  the  4th.  large  bottom  on  the  east  side  of  the  River),  and 
the  3d.  on  the  same  side  opposite  to  the  Great  Bend  in  the 
River,  containing  4395  acres,  all  of  which  are  of  the  first  qual- 
ity.   The  Lands  on  the  Great  Kanhawa  are  in  no  respect 

"This  "Private"  paragraph  is  supplied  from  the  facsimile  in  Bixby's  Letters  from 
Washington  to  Lear  (New  York:  1905).  The  "certain  species  of  property"  was  slaves. 
82 Marietta,  Ohio. 
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inferior.  They  are  contained  in  four  Patents,  the  first,  beginning 
within  two  miles  of  the  mouth  of  that  river,  and  contains  10990 
Acres  of  the  richest  bottom;  stretching  17.  or  18  Miles  along  the 
river.  The  next  of  7276  Acres  is  a  little  above  the  last,  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  River,  and  the  other  two  are  still  higher  up, 
at  the  Mouth  of,  and  on  Coal  River,  both  of  the  first  quality 
and  containing  about  5,000  Acres. 

Although  it  is  my  wish  to  convert  these  lands  into  Cash  on 
the  terms,  and  for  the  purposes  mentioned,  yet,  for  reasons 
which  will  readily  occur  to  you,  I  would  not  hawk  them  about 
as  some  do  if  they  were  never  to  be  sold. 

I  wish  most  sincerely  that  some  inducement  could  be  offered 
Professor  Anderson93  which  would  bring  him  to  this  Coun- 
try. His  labours  are  certainly  ingenious  and  worthy  of  en- 
couragement; but  I  fear  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  avail 
these  States  of  them.  His  communications  however  are  under 
consideration. 

Often  through  the  medium  of  Mr.  Langdon,94  we  hear  of 
your  son  Lincoln,  and  with  pleasure  that  he  continues  to  be  the 
healthy  and  sprightly  child  he  always  was.  He  declared  if  his 
Ticket  should  turn  up  a  prize  he  would  go  and  live  in  the  Fed- 
eral City.  He  did  not  consider,  poor  little  fellow,  that  some  of 
the  prizes  would  hardly  build  him  a  Baby  house,  nor  foresee 
that  one  of  these  was  to  fall  to  his  lot.  Having  drawn  ten  dol- 
lars only.  Mr.  Bl — ts 95  Agency  in  this  lottery  will,  it  is  feared, 
be  more  productive  of  thorns  than  roses;  the  matter  is  not  yet 
wound  up,  and  the  Commissioners  appear  to  be  uneasy.  In  all 
others  respects,  matters,  as  far  as  the  acct.  of  them  have  come  to 
my  knowledge  are  going  on  well. 

MJohn  Anderson.  He  was  professor  of  mathematics  and  natural  philosophy,  Uni- 
versity of  Glasgow. 
94  John  Langdon. 
03  Samuel  Blodget. 


360  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [May 

My  public  avocations  will  not,  at  any  rate,  admit  of  more 
than  a  flying  trip  to  Mount  Vernon  for  a  few  days  this  Sum- 
mer; this  not  suiting  Mrs.  Washington  I  have  taken  a  house  in 
Germantown  to  avoid  the  heat  of  this  City  in  the  months  of 
July  and  August.  She,  Nelly  and  the  rest  of  the  family,  unite 
with  me  in  every  good  wish  for  your  health,  prosperity  and  safe 
return;  than  whom  none,  you  may  be  assured,  offers  them  with 
more  sincerity.  With  Affection  and  regard  I  am  and  always 
shall  be,  Yours. 

*To  JOHN  JAY 

Philadelphia,  May  7, 1794. 

My  dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  Sunday  came  to  my  hands  yester- 
day,90 and  for  the  Pamphlet  enclosed,  I  thank  you.97 

The  purport  of  my  last  to  you,  with  the  enclosure,  are  incon- 
trovertible evidences  that  no  offer  had  been,  or  could  be  made 
to  the  Gentleman  you  mention,98  until  you  had  decided  on  the 
proposition  which  was  made  to  yourself.  The  report  therefore, 
of  its  having  been  so  made,  could  be  no  other  than  mere  con- 
jecture. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with  a  packet  for  Mr.  Lear. 
Where  he  may  be  when  you  shall  have  got  to  London,  is  more 
than  I  can  say ;  but  to  your  care  I  comit  the  letter.  I  do,  most  sin- 
cerely wish  you  a  safe  and  pleasant  passage,  a  fortunate  result  to 
the  business  entrusted  to  you,  and  a  speedy  return  to  your  fam- 
ily and  friends,  being  with  the  most  Affecte.  regard  Yours  etc. 

90  Jay's  letter  of  May  4  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

97 The  pamphlet  was  by  Noah  Webster,  jr.  The  title  of  it  was  not  mentioned  by  Jay, 
but  it  probably  was  Webster's  French  Revolution. 

Jay's  letter  of  May  4  also  stated  that  the  news  of  the  offer  to  Livingston  had 
somehow  leaked  out  and  was  being  discussed  before  Livingston  received  Washing- 
ton's letter  of  April  29  q.  v. 

On  May  9  Washington  wrote  to  Webster,  thanking  him  for  the  copy  of  the  pam- 
phlet which  Webster  had  sent.  This  letter  is  in  the  New  York  Public  Library;  but 
no  letter  from  Webster  to  Washington  inclosing  a  pamphlet  is  now  found  in  the 
Washington  Papers,  and  the  title  of  the  pamphlet  is  not  mentioned  by  Washington. 
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*To  REVEREND  JEREMY  BELKNAP 

Philadelphia,  May  9, 1794. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  14th.  Ulto.  and  the  first  Vol.  of  an 
American  Biography,  came  safe  to  my  hands.  For  both  I  pray 
you  to  accept  my  thanks;  and  to  consider  me  as  a  subscriber  for 
the  latter. 

I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  afford  you  any  aid  in  the  prose- 
cution of  so  desireable  a  work.  But  I  do  not  see  wherein  I  can; 
and  if  I  did,  my  avocations  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  allow  me 
no  time  to  profit  by  the  means.  My  good  wishes  therefore  seems 
to  be  all  that  is  left  me,  on  this  occasion.  These,  with  great  sin- 
cerity I  offer  you,  with  assurances  of  being,  Sir  etc.     [n.y.p.l.] 

*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  May  11, 1794. 

Mr.  Pearce:  The  Weekly  reports  enclosed  in  your  letter  of 
the  6th.  instant,  have  been  duly  received. 

By  the  first  Vessel  bound  to  Alexandria  from  hence,  I  will 
send  Paper  for  the  two  lower  Rooms  in  my  house  in  that  place; 
but  if  it  has  been  newly  plastered,  as  would  appear  to  be  the 
case  (in  part  at  least)  by  Green's  acct.  it  ought  not  to  be  put  on 
until  it  is  thoroughly  dry;  or  the  Paper  will  be  lost. 

The  Sheriffs  and  Clerks  notes  are  returned,  and  must  be  paid. 
Two  of  them  however  belong  properly  to  Mrs.  F.  Washington ; 
and  some  of  the  rest  not  more  to  me  than  others;  but  I  find  it  is 
a  uniform  practice  to  saddle  me  with  the  whole  expence  of  suits 
wherein  I  am  only  a  part  concerned  as  Trustee,  Attorney,  &ca. 

It  has  often  been  in  my  mind,  and  I  have  as  often  forgot  it, 

On  May  9  Washington  sent  to  the  Senate  for  confirmation  a  long  list  of  names  of 
officers  for  promotion  and  appointment  in  the  Legion  of  the  United  States,  as  also 
in  the  Cavalry  and  Artillery.  This  message  is  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the 
Washington  Papers.  The  names  are  printed  in  the  Executive  Journal. 
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when  I  was  writing  to  you,  to  request  that  you  would  look  for- 
ward to,  and  so  arrange  matters  as  not  to  suffer  the  Hay  and 
Grain  Harvests  to  interfere;  or  either  to  suffer  for  want  of  being 
cut  in  time.  For  want  of  a  little  foresight  of  this  kind,  I  have, 
hitherto,  had  one  or  the  other,  and  oftentimes  both,  suffer  by 
not  being  cut  in  due  season;  especially  the  Hay,  which  has 
often  been  spoiled  by  letting  it  stand  until  the  Grain  Harvest  is 
entirely  finished :  whereas,  if  the  forward  grass  was  cut  before, 
the  latter  grass  might  remain  without  much,  if  any  injury,  un- 
til the  Grain  was  secured.  I  am  a  great  friend  to  cutting  Grain 
soon,  and  I  request  it  may  be  the  practice  this  year.  When  it  is 
cut  early,  it  must  not  be  stacked,  or  even  put  into  large  shocks, 
until  the  straw  is  a  little  cured.  But  the  grain  is  better  for  it,  and 
loss  by  shattering,  or  beating  rains  the  latter  part  of  Harvest,  not 
half  as  great. 

Be  very  attentive  to  the  drilled  Wheat.  Get  it  out  as  soon  as 
possible  after  harvest;  and  secure  it  in  the  Seed  loft  at  Mansion 
house;  without  making  any  previous  mention  of  the  intention: 
otherwise  there  will  be  pilfering;  and  a  disposition  of  it,  of 
which  you  may  have  no  notice.  It  cost  me  10/.  pr.  Bushl.  be- 
sides the  stage  price  of  transportation  from  Fredericksburgh  to 
Mount  Vernon. 

I  approve  of  your  sowing  the  first  lot  in  the  Mill  Swamp  (or 
more  properly  the  second,  as  there  is  one  between  it  and  the 
Mill)  with  Buck  Wheat  and  Timothy;  and  should  be  extremely 
glad  if  the  one  above  (now  in  Corn)  could  be  got  in  order  for 
grass  also.  Leave  no  unreclaimed,  nor  if  possible  any  unculti- 
vated spots  in  those  lots ;  for  they  are  not  only  eye  sores  in  Mead- 
ows, but  are  of  real  detriment;  as  they  are  continually  eating 
into,  and  fouling  other  parts  of  the  ground.  Quite  down  to  the 
water's  edge,  and  quite  up  to  the  fences  therefore,  ought  always 
to  be  perfectly  cleared. 
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I  fear,  from  your  complaint  of  bad  pastures,  that  the  weather 
has  not  been  seasonable  with  you.  This  question  I  have  asked 
in  some  of  my  late  letters,  but  no  other  answer  has  been  given 
than  what  appears  by  the  Meteorological  account  of  it ;  and  that 
conveys  no  precise  ideas  of  the  state,  or  condition  in  which  the 
fields  are,  for  moisture;  as  good  rains,  heavy  rains,  slight  rains, 
and  rains  of  every  other  sort,  go  under  that  general  description 
in  the  report.  If  the  Pastures  are  bad,  I  wish  I  may  not  hear  also, 
that  your  Oats  and  Buck  Wheat  puts  on  but  an  indifferent 
appearance. 

I  hope  you  have  made  all  the  Overseers  produce  the  Wool  of 
the  Sheep  which  have  died  on  the  farms,  under  their  respective 
managements;  the  qty.,  from  the  number  of  Sheep  which  have 
been  lost,  ought  to  be  pretty  considerable.  I  wish  you  well,  and 
am  etc. 

PS.  Does  the  Corn  come  up  well,  and  stand  well  ?  and  how 
does  the  Oats  Buck  Wheat  and  Clover  come  on  ? 

I  do  not  recollect  whether  that  part  of  the  ground  in  the 
lower  Meadow  lot,  at  the  Mill,  which  lays  between  the  old  bed 
of  the  run,  and  the  race,  has  ever  been  prepared  for  Grass.  It 
ought  to  have  been,  to  compleat  the  lot. 

To  THE  SENATE  AND 
THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

United  States,  May  12, 1794. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives :  As  the  letter  which  I  forwarded  to  Congress  the  15  day 
of  April  last,  from  the  Minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  britannic 
majesty  to  the  Secy,  of  State,  in  answer  to  a  Memorial  of  our 
Minister  in  London,"  related  to,  a  very  interesting  subject,  I 

90  Thomas  Pinckney. 
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thought  it  proper  not  to  delay  its  communication.  But  since 
that  time  the  memorial  itself  has  been  received  in  a  letter  from 
our  Minister,  and  a  reply  has  been  made  to  that  answer  by 
the  Secretary  of  State.  Copies  of  them  are,  therefore,  now 
transmitted. 

I  also  send  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Rhode 
Island,  enclosing  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  em- 
powering the  United  States  to  hold  lands  within  the  same  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  fortifications;  and  certain  papers,  con- 
cerning patents  for  the  donation  lands  to  the  ancient  settlers  of 
Vincennes  upon  the  Wabash.1 

To  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON 

Philadelphia,  May  14, 1794. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  10th.  instant,  which  came  to  hand 
yesterday,  appears  to  place  your  reluctance  to  accept  the  ap- 
pointment to  France,  upon  the  difficulty  of  making  immediate 
arrangements  for  a  permanent  residence  abroad.2 

1  have  already  communicated  to  you  my  wish,  that  you 
should  enter  upon  the  mission:  and  am  desirous  of  accommo- 
dating you  in  point  of  time,  as  far  as  the  public  service  will 
permit. 

If  therefore  such  an  accommodation  will  remove  your  objec- 
tions; I  shall  be  glad  to  be  informed  on  the  return  of  the  Mail 
what  will  be  the  shortest  possible  time  necessary  for  your 
preparation.  Your  answer  will  immediately  decide  me.  With 
very  great  esteem  etc.1 

1From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

2  Livingston  maintained  his  opposition,  and  on  May  27  Washington  nominated  to 
the  Senate  fames  Monroe,  to  be  United  States  Minister  to  France;  and  William  Short 
to  be  Minister  to  Spain,  Carmichael  being  recalled.  The  Senate  confirmed  these 
appointments,  May  28. 
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*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  May  18, 1794. 

Mr.  Pearce:  I  am  sorry  to  find  by  your  letter  of  the  nth. 
Instt.  that  the  Crops  and  every  thing  else  were  suffering  from 
a  drought,  yet,  by  the  weekly  report  which  accompanied  the 
letter,  it  appears  that  rain  had  fallen  on  the  6th,  only  five  days 
before,  but  I  suppose  this  must  have  been  a  slight  one. 

It  is  not  only  unlucky,  but  unaccountable,  that  the  Oats 
should  not  have  been  received  with  the  other  things.  Mr. 
Dandridge  says  they  were  put  on  board  at  the  sametime,  and 
are  included  in  the  Bill  of  lading  with  the  other  things.  A 
strange  fatality  has  accompanied  them  throughout:  the  delay 
in  getting  them  to  this  City  occasioned  their  missing  a  passage  in 
due  season;  and  if  you  have  not  recovered  them  before  this,  it 
would  be  throwing  them  away  to  put  them  in  the  ground  now. 

I  send  you  four  small  papers  of  Seeds  which  have  been  sent 
me  by  a  curious  gentlemen  in  Europe.  Whether  they  are  sound 
and  good,  and  are  of  any  real  utility;  I  know  not;  but  let  the 
Gardener  pay  particular  attention  to  them;  endeavouring  to 
raise  seed  therefrom.  He  should  set  boards  by  them,  with  in- 
scriptions thereon,  similar  to  those  which  are  written  on  the 
papers,  containing  the  respective  Seeds. 

Whether  you  will  depend  upon  the  first,  or  second  Crop  of 
Clover  for  Seed,  will  be  left  to  yourself;  but  I  desire  (if  it  be 
practicable)  that  of  this,  of  Buck  Wheat,  Timothy,  and  in  short 
of  every  other  Seed  wch.  you  may  have  occasion  for  next  year, 
may  be  saved;  as  the  cost  of  these  things  in  the  markets  of  this 
City  falls  too  heavy  upon  me  besides  being  bad  very  often.  I 
also  request  you  will  be  particularly  careful  in  saving  Seeds 
from  the  several  kinds  of  Grass,  which,  from  time  to  time,  have 
been  sown  in  (what  is  called)  the  Vineyard;  and  other  places, 


366  WRITINGS  OF   WASHINGTON  [May 

for  the  purpose  of  experiments;  or  because  they  were  given  to 
me  as  curiosities,  or  for  the  real  value  of  them.  And  I  hope  you 
have  been,  and  will  be  attentive  to  such  as  I  have  sent  you  my- 
self. Is  that  which  I  forwarded  to  you  sometime  ago  (directing 
it  to  be  sown  in  some  part  of  one  of  the  Meadows)  come  up 
well  ?  It  was  given  to  me  for  a  grass  of  more  value  than  Tim- 
othy. If  so,  all  the  seed  that  can,  ought  to  be  raised  from  it ;  the 
same  of  St  foin;  which  my  Gardener  neglected  last  year  until 
the  seed  was  almost  lost.  If  Cattle  or  Horses  will  eat  the  fancy 
grass  either  in  its  green  state,  or  made  into  Hay,  it  certainly 
must  be  very  valuable,  as  it  grows  rank,  stands  thick  on  the 
ground,  does  not  require  strong  land,  and  will  remain  forever 
on  it.  Save  what  seed  you  can  from  this,  some  grows  in  the 
Vineyard  Inclosure,  and  some  I  believe  in  the  little  Garden  by 
the  Salt  House.  Several  other  grasses,  of  valuable  sorts,  which 
had  been  given  to  me,  were  sown  in  this  place  and  the  Vine- 
yard; but  like  most  other  things  on  my  Estate,  have  been  lost 
for  want  of  attention,  hitherto,  but  I  hope  your  care  will  guard 
me  against  such  neglects  in  future. 

I  presume  you  are  well  enough  acquainted  with  Clover  to 
know  How  it  is  to  be  managed;  both  for  seed  and  Hay.  Last 
year,  none  of  the  first  (or  very  little)  was  saved;  and  of  the  lat- 
ter, that  is  Hay,  none  was  made  good,  and  a  great  deal  of  it  was 
entirely  spoiled.  It  ought  to  be  well  cured  before  stacking,  but 
not  much  stirred;  especially  in  the  Sun;  or  it  will  lose  the  leaf. 
Let  there  be  a  hollow  in  the  middle  of  each  stack  (by  way  of 
ventulater)  occasioned  by  Drawing  a  basket,  or  stuffed  bag 
through  the  middle,  whilst  the  stack  is  making. 

As  Crow  has  no  Clover,  with  which  he  can  Soil  his  work 
horses  and  Oxen,  he  can  be  supplied  from  Dogue  run  until  his 
own  lots  are  in  a  condition  to  furnish  him;  wch.  ought  to  be 
assisted  as  much  as  possible  to  hurry  them  forward. 
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If  you  have,  or  can  procure  Turnip  Seed,  it  might  be  well  to 
sow  a  good  deal  of  it  at  all  the  Farms;  as  both  Cattle  and  Sheep 
would  derive  benefit  from  them. 

In  what  state  of  forwardness  is  the  drilled  Wheat,  when  com- 
pared with  the  common  wheat?  from  the  character  and  de- 
scription of  it,  it  ought  to  be  ripe  for  cutting  by  the  8th.  or 
ioth.  of  June.  You  will  have  been  told,  or  will  have  discovered, 
that  there  are  two  kinds  of  Wheat  in  drills,  at  the  Union  farm, 
one  is  a  double  headed  sort,  whether  of  much  value,  or  not, 
I  am  unable  to  say;  nor  do  I  know  whether  it  ripens  sooner  or 
later  than  the  common  kind.  Take  care  of  the  Seeds  of  both, 
and  cautiously  guard  against  their  mixing  in  the  Seed  loft.  As 
there  will  not  be  much  of  the  dble.  headed  Wheat,  it  might  be 
well  (in  order  to  prevent  this)  to  put  it  into  tight  casks,  and 
head  it  up  securely.  The  early  Wheat  I  set  great  value  on,  as 
it  is  an  acquisition,  in  the  farming  line,  of  great  magnitude  in 
many  points  of  view. 

What  have  you  done  with  the  Plaster  of  Paris  I  sent  from 
this  City  sometime  ago  ?  I  have  not  seen  (that  I  recollect)  any 
account  of  its  being  spread.  The  hides  of  the  dead  cattle 
(though  not  good)  should  be  Tanned  by  the  old  man  Jack, 
who  usually  attends  to  this  business;  the  leather  may  serve  for 
inner  Soals  and  repairing  Shoes,  and  something  ought  also  to 
be  done  with  the  skins  of  the  Sheep  wch.  have  died. 

Mulatto  Will  should  be  kept  close  to  making  Shoes,  that 
they  may  be  in  readiness  by  the  time  they  are  wanted.  He  is 
slow,  and  sickness,  or  other  interruption  may  throw  his  busi- 
ness behind. 

I  presume  the  lot  in  Alexandria  will  have  been  inclosed  by 
the  Post  and  Rail  fence,  intended  for  it;  and  the  house,  inside 
and  out,  painted,  before  the  workmen  were  withdrawn  from 
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thence.  It  ought  to  be  left  in  charge  of  some  person  who  will 
attend  to  it,  until  Mrs.  F.  Washington  takes  possession  thereof. 

Whether,  if  the  four  missing  Hhds.  of  my  Tobacco  are  not 
to  be  found,  the  Inspectors,  after  its  having  lain  over  a  year, 
or  sometime  fixed  by  Law,  are  liable  for  it,  or  not,  I  am  unable 
to  advise  you,  and  therefore  would  have  you  consult  those  who 
are,  that  you  may  pursue  such  measures  as  are  proper  to  recover 
the  value  of  what  is  gone,  and  to  secure  the  remainder.  I  have 
been  holding  it  up  for  a  good  price,  but  if  whilst  I  am  waiting 
for  this,  I  am  losing  it  by  the  Hhds,  I  shall  have  brought  it  to  a 
bad  market  indeed.  It  was  but  a  short  time  before  the  death  of 
Mr.  Whiting  that  he  was  directed  to  examine  into  the  condi- 
tion of  this  Tobo;  and  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  he  reported, 
that  it  was  not  only  all  there,  but  that  he  had  stowed  it  securely 
all  together  in  some  part  of  the  Warehouse  where  it  would  not 
be  disturbed  in  searching  for  other  Tobacco.  This  information 
I  am  sure  I  received  from  him,  or  from  my  Nephew,  before  he 
was  advised  to  leave  Mount  Vernon  on  Acct.  of  his  health.  I 
enclose  you  the  Notes  for  this  Tobacco,  that  you  may  be  able 
to  proceed  with  more  regularity  in  this  business. 

It  is  not  a  good  Season  for  surveying,  otherwise  I  would  have 
my  four  mile  run  tract  run  round;  but  this  shall  be  done  in 
the  Fall;  or  even  sooner  if  it  is  found  indispensibly  neces- 
sary: in  the  meanwhile,  if  you,  with  the  aid  of  Mr.  Minor, 
could  prevent  further  depredations  it  would  be  proper,  and 
desirable. 

If  Congress  should  rise  in  the  course  of  this  month,  as  they 
talk  of  doing,  it  is  probable  (though  this  is  more  than  I  can 
with  any  certainty  promise)  be  at  Mount  Vernon,  to  stay  a 
few  days  only,  by  the  ioth.  of  June;  when,  if  you  will  remind 
me  of  it,  I  will  give  you  a  copy  of  the  courses  of  the  four  Mile 
run  tract,  as  they  cannot  be  got  at  unless  I  am  at  home. 
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If  you  can  sell  the  Black  horse  for  a  good  price,  I  mean  full 
to  his  value,  I  wish  you  to  do  so.  But  what  that  ought  to  be, 
will  depend  upon  the  condition  he  is  in,  at  the  time  of  Sale, 
and  upon  the  prizes  of  horses  in  the  part  of  the  Country  where 
he  is;  and  of  these  you  are  a  better  judge  than  I  am.  I  neither 
expect,  nor  desire  more  than  his  value;  and  as  he  is  not  a  neces- 
sary horse,  he  had  better  be  disposed  off. 

I  find  by  the  Reports  that  Sam  is,  in  a  manner,  always  re- 
turned Sick;  Doll  at  the  Ferry,  and  several  of  the  Spinners  very 
frequently  so,  for  a  week  at  a  stretch ;  and  Ditcher  Charles  often 
laid  up  with  a  lameness.  I  never  wish  my  people  to  work 
when  they  are  really  sick,  or  unfit  for  it;  on  the  contrary,  that 
all  necessary  care  should  be  taken  of  them  when  they  are  so; 
but  if  you  do  not  examine  into  their  complaints,  they  will 
lay  by  when  no  more  ails  them,  than  ails  those  who  stick  to 
their  business,  and  are  not  complaining,  from  the  fatigue  and 
drowsiness  which  they  feel  as  the  effect  of  night  walking, 
and  other  practices  which  unfit  them  for  the  duties  of  the  day. 

If  the  Peggy  is  not  yet  arrived  it  is  to  be  feared  that  my  White 
thorn  plants,  and  Mr.  Lear's  fruit  trees,  must  all  have  perished. 
Try  them  however,  so  soon  as  they  are  to  be  had. 

As  Congress  have  determined  that  the  Embargo  shall  not 
be  renewed,  I  expect  the  price  of  flour  will  be  at  least  as  high 
as  it  has  been,  in  Alexandria.  In  this  City  it  has  already  risen 
to  50/.  for  Superfine  and  47/6.  for  fine;  but  as  the  warm  season 
is  coming  on,  if  you  can  obtain  Six  dollars  for  the  first  and 
thirty  four  shillings  for  the  other  in  good  hands  payable  in 
sixty  days  I  am  more  inclined  to  take  it  than  to  hazard  the 
keeping  it  much  longer,  but  do  not  make  a  conclusive  sale  of 
it  until  you  shall  hear  from  me  again  and  this  you  may  expect 
to  do  by  Wednesday's  Post,  wch.  will  arrive  in  Alexandria  on 
friday  evening  next.  I  am  etc. 
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*To  ROBERT  LEWIS 

Philadelphia,  May  18, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  7th.  instt.  came  duly  to  hand, 
with  the  Rental  enclosed. 

As  there  are  no  houses,  or  anything  standing  on  my  lots  in 
the  Town  and  Common  of  Winchester,  it  is  of  no  great  mo- 
ment what  is  done  with  them.  I  am  not  disposed  to  sell  them, 
nor  to  part  with  them  on  lease  for  a  long  term;  but  if  you  could 
obtain  an  annual  Rent  for  either,  or  both,  without  running  me 
to  any  expence,  it  would,  however  small,  be  clear.  With  re- 
spect to  my  lots  in  Bath,  something  ought  to  be  done  with  them. 
The  Buildings  thereon,  together  with  the  lots,  stand  me  in  at 
least  ^200:  but  whether  common  interest  can  be  obtained  in  a 
rent  for  them,  you,  who  know  the  state  of  things  in  that  quarter 
can  judge  better  of  than  I  am  able  to  do;  and  therefore  I  leave  it 
to  you,  to  act  for  me  as  you  would  for  yourself.  If  they  were 
even  let  to  some  one  who  would  keep  the  buildings  in  repair  it 
would  be  more  desirable  by  far  than,  without  a  tenant,  or  some 
person  to  take  care  of  them,  to  suffer  them  to  fall  to  ruin. 

I  do  not  know  whether  I  clearly  understand  your  proposition 
of  an  exchange  of  the  Land  on  Potomac  for  a  Lot  in  Berkeley 
County.  The  first  contains  240  acres  instead  of  140,  as  men- 
tioned in  your  letter;  200  of  which  is  rich  River  bottom,  which 
must,  as  the  Navigation  of  the  River  improves,  become  ex- 
tremely valuable  from  the  produce  it  is  capable  of;  besides  the 
fine  black  Walnuts  which  grow  thereon,  and  would  fetch  a 
good  sum  at  the  Federal  City;  if  others  can  be  restrained  from 
pilfering  them.  On  the  other  hand,  I  know  of  no  land  I  hold  at 
the  mouth  of  Bullskin,  nor  any  lease  that  was  ever  given  to  a 
person  of  the  name  of  Dimmett.  No  such  name  I  am  pretty 
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sure,  is  to  be  found  in  the  original  list  of  my  Tenants,  and 
equally  sure  I  am  no  Leases  have  been  given  of  late  years  (with 
my  consent)  for  three  lives.  When  you  explain  this  matter 
more  fully,  it  will  be  more  in  my  power  than  it  is  at  present  to 
speak  to  you  on  this  particular  point.  Speaking  of  Leases  for 
lives,  I  am  led  to  observe  to  you,  that  the  lives  will  never  de- 
crease, nor  the  leases  fall  in,  unless  the  Occupants,  where  they 
are  not  the  Lessees,  are  put  to  the  proof  of  the  existence  of  those 
who  were  originally  inserted.  I  do  not  recollect  any  instance  of 
my  changing  names  where  the  leases  have  been  transferred, 
and  but  few  of  my  consenting  to  transfers;  which  makes  me 
more  desirous  of  knowing  how  a  Person  of  the  name  of  Dem- 
mitt  (which  I  do  not  recollect  at  all)  should  be  possessed  of  a 
lease,  for  three  lives.  I  hope  Muse  has  not  abused  my  confi- 
dence in  putting  blank  leases  into  his  hands,  signed,  in  order 
to  be  filled  up  thereafter  by,  doing  it  improperly. 

Although  I  can  very  illy  spare  the  money  arising  from  the 
Rents  you  have  collected;  yet,  if  the  Lots  are  susceptible  of  such 
augmentation  in  the  annual  income,  by  purchasing  in  the 
Leases  as  you  think  of  I  consent  to  your  applying  the  money  in 
your  hands  to  this  purpose,  in  cases  where  there  is  a  moral 
certainty  of  a  considerable  increase  of  Rent;  and,  that  the  pur- 
chases are  made  by  the  first  of  next  November.  You  will  ascer- 
tain precisely  before  you  attempt  these  purchases,  ist.  what 
lives  are  certainly  existing  in  them;  and  2dly.  whether  the  Cov- 
enants in  them,  have  been  complied  with  on  the  part  of  the 
Tenants,  for  in  the  first  case  I  may  be  purchasing  that  which 
belongs  to  me  of  right,  and  in  the  second  case,  that  which  they 
have  forfeited  by  a  non-compliance  with  the  conditions  on 
which  the  leases  were  granted.  You  will  recollect  also,  that  by 
the  terms  of  all,  or  most  of  the  leases,  the  Tenant  is  not  at  lib- 
erty to  sell  to  any  one  without  my  consent. 
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I  am  sorry  you  should  meet  with  any  difficulty  about  the  land 
I  gave  you,  near  the  Accoceek  old  Iron  works.3  I  am  not  pos- 
sessed of  any  Papers  belonging  to  it,  nor  is  it  in  my  power  to 
point  you  to  any  Office  where  they  are  to  be  found;  but  I  should 
conceive  that  the  tract  is  so  well  known  that  all  the  adjoining 
landholders  are  able  to  shew  you  the  bounds  of  it.  There  was 
one  John  Honey  that  knew  it  well;  and  I  believe  Colo.  Charles 
Carter  of  Ludlow  has  some  knowledge  of  it.  I  have  been  told, 
that  some  person  in  Falmouth  (whose  name  I  do  not  recollect) 
had  pillaged  the  Land  of  the  most  valuable  Pines  thereon;  and 
that  either  he,  or  some  other,  talked  of  escheating  it;  but  I  never 
supposed  injustice  would  prompt  any  one  to  such  a  measure. 
Perhaps  this,  or  some  such  mode  might  be  advisable  for  you,  as 
the  title  Papers  are  not  to  be  found,  nor  the  manner  in  which 
my  Mother  came  by  it,  to  be  traced  with  precision.  By  Will  (I 
have  understood)  it  was  left  to  her  by  her  Father  (Ball)4  but 
what  his  Christian  name  was  I  am  not  able  to  tell  you;  nor  the 
County  he  lived  in  with  certainty,  but  presume  it  was  Lancas- 
ter. This  Will  seems  to  me  to  be  the  only  clue  by  which  the 
title  can  be  traced;  the  bequest,  probably,  may  as  usual  contain 
some  description  of  the  Land. 

Your  Aunt  and  the  family  join  me  in  best  regards  for  Mrs. 
Lewis.  lam &c.  [n.y.p.l.] 

To  THE  SENATE  AND 
THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

United  States,  May  20, 1794. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives: In  the  communications,  which  I  have  made  to  Congress 
during  the  present  session,  relative  to  foreign  nations,  I  have 

3An  account  of  the  Accokeek  lands  is  in  Worthington  C.  Ford's  Wills  of  George 
Washington  and  His  Immediate  Ancestors,  1891. 

*  Joseph.  He  was  second  son  of  William  Ball,  of  "Epping  Forest,"  Lancaster 
County,  Va. 
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omitted  no  opportunity  of  testifying  my  anxiety  to  preserve 
the  United  States  in  peace.  It  is  peculiarly  therefore  my  duty 
at  this  time  to  lay  before  you  the  present  state  of  certain  hostile 
threats  against  the  territories  of  Spain,  in  our  neighbourhood.5 

The  documents,  which  accompany  this  message,  develope 
the  measures,  which  I  have  taken  to  suppress  them,  and  the 
intelligence,  which  has  been  lately  received. 

It  will  be  seen  from  thence,  that  the  subject  has  not  been 
neglected;  that  every  power,  vested  in  the  executive,  on  such 
occasions,  has  been  exerted;  and  that  there  was  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  enterprize  projected  against  the  Spanish  was 
relinquished. 

But  it  appears  to  have  been  revived  upon  principles,  which 
set  public  order  at  defiance,  and  place  the  peace  of  the  United 
States  in  die  discretion  of  unauthorised  individuals.  The  means, 
already  deposited  in  the  different  departments  of  Government, 
are  shewn  by  experience,  not  to  be  adequate  to  these  high  exi- 
gencies, although  such  of  them  as  are  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
the  executive,  shall  continue  to  be  used  with  promptness,  en- 
ergy and  decision  proportioned  to  the  case.  But  I  am  impelled 
by  the  position  of  our  public  affairs  to  recommend  that  provi- 
sion be  made  for  a  stronger  and  more  vigorous  opposition,  than 
can  be  given  to  such  hostile  movements  under  the  laws  as  they 
now  stand.6 

*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  May  21, 1794. 
Mr.  Pearce :  Agreeably  to  what  I  promised  in  my  letter  of  the 
19th,  I  now  write  to  you  further,  on  the  subject  of  my  Flour. 

8The  revived  expeditions  of  unauthorized  persons  against  the  Spanish  dominions 
centered  in  Georgia;  the  former  ones  had  come  from  Kentucky.  The  documents  ac- 
companying this  message  are  printed  in  American  State  Papers,  Foreign  Relations, 
vol.  1. 

8From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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Although  I  think  the  probability  is,  that  flour  will  rather  rise 
than  fall,  yet,  as  the  warm  Season  is  coming  on,  and  I  had  rather 
be  upon  a  certainty  with  respect  to  the  Sale  of  mine  than  to 
hold  it  up  for  a  higher  price,  by  which  I  may  be  disappointed. 
It  is  my  desire,  if  what  I  mentioned  in  my  last,  of  the  day  before 
yesterday;  viz,  Six  dollars  pr.  Barl.  for  Superfine,  and  five 
dollars  and  two  thirds  for  the  fine,  can  be  had,  on  sixty  days 
credit  in  good  hands,  that  you  would  make  the  bargain  final; 
and  deliver  the  flour  as  soon  as  possible,  as  it  is  from  thence  the 
purchaser  (unless  you  agree  otherwise)  will  count  the  days. 

Colo.  Hooe  bought  from  me  last  year;  but  sell  to  any  other 
good  hand,  if  more  can  be  obtained.  I  am  etc. 

To  THE  SENATE  AND 
THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

United  States,  May  21, 1794. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives :  I  lay  before  you,  in  confidence,  sundry  papers,  by  which 
you  will  perceive  the  state  of  affairs  between  us  and  the  six 
nations,  and  the  probable  cause  to  which  it  is  owing.  And  also 
certain  information  whereby  it  would  appear  that  some  en- 
croachment was  about  to  be  made  on  our  territory,  by  an  officer 
and  party  of  british  troops.  Proceeding  upon  a  supposition  of 
the  authenticity  of  this  information,  although  of  a  private 
nature,  I  have  caused  the  representation  to  be  made  to  the 
british  Minister,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this  message. 

It  cannot  be  necessary  to  comment  upon  the  very  serious 
nature  of  such  an  encroachment,  nor  to  urge  that  this  new  state 
of  things  suggests  the  propriety  of  placing  the  United  States  in 
a  posture  of  effectual  preparation  for  an  event  which  notwith- 
standing the  endeavours  making  to  avert  it,  may  by  circum- 
stances beyond  our  controul,  be  forced  upon  us.7 

From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Philadelphia,  May  24, 1794. 
The  Secretary  of  State  informs  me,  that  as  the  intercourse 
with  Europe  will  be  opened  on  Monday  it  is  expedient  that  an 
arrangement  should  be  made  concerning  the  million  of  dollars 
directed  to  be  borrowed  for  foreign  purposes.  I  wish  therefore 
to  know,  whether  any  steps  have  been  taken  upon  the  subject, 
and  if  not,  that  the  loan  should  be  set  on  foot  in  order  that  a 
proper  disposition  may  be  made  of  the  money.8 

*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  May  25, 1794. 

Mr.  Pearce :  I  learn  with  concern  from  your  letter  of  the  18th. 
instant,  that  your  crops  were  still  labouring  under  a  drought, 
and  most  of  them  very  much  injured.  At  disappointments  and 
losses  which  are  the  effects  of  Providential  acts,  I  never  repine; 
because  I  am  sure  the  alwise  disposer  of  events  knows  better 
than  we  do,  what  is  best  for  us,  or  what  we  deserve.  Two  or 
three  fine  rains  have  fallen  here  in  the  course  of  the  past  week; 
some  of  which  I  hope  (though  I  fear  the  showers  were  partial) 
may  have  extended  to  Mount  Vernon. 

I  am  quite  astonished  as  well  as  concerned,  to  hear  so  un- 
favorable an  acct.  of  the  drilled  Wheat.  What  can  be  the  cause 
of  it  ?  Not  by  working  of  it  I  hope  ?  for  by  that  means  it  was,  I 
expected  to  have  augmented  the  crop  considerably. 

The  great  change  for  the  worse  in  my  Sheep,  since  I  left  home 
about  five  years  ago  is  as  much  to  be  regretted  as  the  constant 
decrease  of  their  numbers.  At  that  time,  the  fleeces  through 

8 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  "Washington  Papers. 
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my  flock,  averaged  upwards  of  five  pounds,  now,  I  perceive  by 
the  last  reports  they  are  but  little  over  two  pounds. 

From  the  letters  I  have  received  by  the  Peggy,  she  must  have 
arrived  at  George  Town,  I  hope  you  have  got  my  thorn  pits, 
and  Mr.  Lears  fruit  Trees  to  Mount  Vernon.  Enclosed  is  a  copy 
of  the  list  of  the  latter,  which  desire  the  Gardener  to  be  partic- 
ularly attentive  to. 

It  was  always  intended  that  the  Negro  quarters  at  Union 
farm  should  range  with  the  lane  fence,  or  nearly  so ;  but  then 
the  fence  of  No.  5,  and  the  great  Meadow  was  to  have  been 
moved  forward,  with  a  view  to  narrow  the  lane,  and  to  throw 
the  Barn  in  the  middle  of  it.  So  wide  a  lane  as  the  present 
never  was  intended  to  remain,  but  matters  may  rest  as  they  are 
until  I  come  home,  or  until  you  shall  hear  from  me  again.  The 
first  will  not  be,  I  fear,  so  soon  as  I  expected;  as  is  is  very  ques- 
tionable whether  Congress  will  be  up  next  week;  and  I  may 
have  business  afterwards  to  detain  me  here  a  few  days  which 
does  not  occur  to  me  at  this  moment.  In  my  next  (this  day 
week)  I  may  probably  speak  with  more  certainty  on  this  point. 

I  wish  you  well  and  am  etc. 

PS.  Have  you  heard  of  the  Oats  yet  which  I  sent  from  hence  ? 
A  vessel  is  now  up  for  Alexandria,  by  which  I  shall  send  Paper 
for  my  House  in  that  place. 

*  LAND  MEMORANDUM 9 

Philadelphia,  May  25,  1794. 
Land  belonging  to  the  subscriber:  West  of  the  Alligany 
Mountain,  and  in  the  Great  dismal  Swamp  in  Virginia,  which 
he  would  dispose  of  at  the  prices  thereunto  annexed. 

9 Indorsed  by  Washington:  "Terms  On  which  the  within  Lands  were  offered  to 
Robert  Morris  Esq  May,  1794."  (See  Washington's  letter  to  Robert  Morris,  May  26, 
1794,  post.) 
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Upon  the  River  Ohio — East  side 
Acres 
In  3  seperate  tracts — ac- 
cording to  the  Surveys 
thereof  for  2,314.2,  448 
and  4,395 
Round  bottom (1) . .       587 


9>i57 


9>  744- 
On  the  great  Kanhawa. 

In  4  tracts,  viz,  10,990 — I 

7,276  2,000  and  2,950 .  .  I     23, 216 

together  i 


32, 960. .  a  20/  V:  Cy.  (2)  ^32, 960- 
25  pr.  Ct.  diffe.  Exch.      8, 240 
West  of  the  Ohio. 
In  3  tracts,  on  the  little  Miami,  viz, 
first,  near  the  mouth,] 

within  a  mile  of  the  | 839 

Ohio                               I 
2d.  Seven  miles  up  the  Mi- 
ami         977 

3d.  ten  miles  up  the  same ...   1, 235 


3,051..  a 7/6.... (3).  1,144.   2-6 

In  Kentucky 

In  two  Surveys 5, 000 .  . .  3/9  ....  (4)  .  937. 10.  o 

In  the  state  of  Pennsa. 

Washington  Cty.  by  Patent 2,  813 .  .  .30/    ....  (5) .  4, 219. 10.  o 

Fayette Ditto  by  Do 1,  644 .  .  .40/  (6)  .  3,  288 — 

Westmoreld . Do  Great  Meadows.      234%. 25/    ....(7).  293.   2.6 

Great  dismal  Swamp 

A  full  share  V%\  part ....  about ....  4,  000 .  .  .  25/V.Cy.(8)  .  5,  000 

diffe. Excha 1, 250 


57,332.   5.0 


The  above  land,  in  my  opinion,  is  richly  worth  the  sum 
annexed  to  each  parcel,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  fetching  it, 
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or  more,  at  the  present  moment,  if  I  was  in  the  habit,  or  in  the 
way  of  disposing  of  the  land;  but  as  neither  of  these  is  the  case, 
and  as  I  prefer  present  convenience  to  future  gain,  I  will  let 
them  go  to  one  person,  or  to  an  association  of  persons,  for  the 
round  sum  of  fifty  thousand  pounds;  estimating  dollars  at 
Seven  shillings  and  six  pence,  and  other  gold  and  silver  coin, 
currt.  in  the  country,  at  that  rate;  and  if  the  interest  is  secured 
to  me  in  any  of  the  Banks,  or  in  any  other  manner  so  as  to 
render  the  receipt  certain,  when  paymt.  becomes  due,  I  will 
wait  a  term  (to  be  agreed  upon)  for  the  principl. 

The  notes  on  the  other  side,  relatively  to  some  of  the  tracts, 
may  be  as  satisfactory  as  they  are  useful. 

Note  (i).  This  tract  for  its  size,  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most 
valuable  on  the  Ohio  River.  It  is  in  the  shape  of  a  horse  shoe, 
with  an  elivated  situation  at  the  upper  end  for  a  house,  on  the 
bank  of  the  River.  It  lies  on  the  nearest  and  most  direct  road 
from  the  Settlements  on  the  Monongalia  to  Detroit;  about  15 
miles  below  Wheeling  (where  there  is  a  thick  and  respectible 
settlement)  and  about  75  miles  above  Mariatte. 

(2)  The  price  at  which  they  were  offered  to  Mr.  Greenleaf . 

(3)  These  tracts  adjoin  Judge  Symes  purchase  and  settle- 
ments, on  the  opposite  side  of  the  little  Miami  and  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fort  Washington.  They  were  obtained  for  me, 
under  the  auspices  of  Colo  Thos.  Marshall  of  Kentucky;  and 
by  a  verbal  conversation  which  I  have  had  with  the  person  who 
Surveyed  them  I  am  more  impressed  with  the  value  of  the 
land  than  I  am  by  the  official  report;  but  it  is  on  the  latter 
I  rest  the  character  of  it. 

(4)  I  have  neither  the  Surveys  nor  the  Patents  of  these  lands 
by  me;  both  however  are  at  Mt.  Vernon.  They  were  purchased 
from  Governor  Lee  of  Virga.,  who  has  assured  me,  that  they 
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were  of  the  first  quality  in  that  Country.  They  cost  me  ^500 
Virga.  My.  several  years  ago. 

(5)  By  an  actual  Survey  (since  the  patent  issued  for  this 
land)  it  has  been  found  to  measure  upwards  of  3000  acres.  It 
lies  not  more  than  15  or  16  miles  from  Pittsburgh,  less  from 
the  County  town;  and  contains  12  or  15  good  and  well  im- 
proved farms,  for  that  part  of  the  Ctry. 

(6)  This  tract  is  composed  of  five  original  Surveys,  com- 
pactly joined,  with  an  allowance  of  6  pr.  Ct.  (according  to  the 
custom  of  the  land  office  of  Pennsylvania)  at  the  time  it  was 
granted.  These  Surveys  are  among  the  first  that  were  made 
in  that  country  and  the  goodness  of  the  land  is  not  exceeded 
by  any  therein.  It  lies  on  the  great  Road  from  Fort  Cumber- 
land to  Pittsburgh,  distant  from  the  latter  40  miles.  It  has 
one  large  and  several  smaller  farms  on  it.  A  Mill  which  cost 
(15  or  18  years  ago)  between  a  thousand  and  twelve  hundred 
pounds,  and  lately  by  an  allowance  to  the  tenant  has  under- 
gone a  repair.  Within  30  feet  of  the  Mill  house  is  a  great  shew 
of  Iron  Ore. 

(7)  This  tract  consists  chiefly  of  Meadow,  and  is  very  val- 
uable though  unimproved.  It  is  situated  about  half  way  be- 
tween Fort  Cumberland  and  Pittsburgh.  Braddock  Road  passes 
through  it;  which,  and  the  advantages  of  so  much  meadow 
fit  for  the  Scythe,  makes  it  an  excellent  stand  for  a  Publican. 

(8)  This  quantity  is  about  the  amount  of  the  share  I  hold  in 
the  great  dismal  Swamp.  And  of  all  the  speculations  in  the 
United  States,  of  which  I  have  any  conception  this,  for  the  mag- 
nitude of  it,  is,  in  my  opinion  the  most  promising.  The  com- 
pany of  which  I  am  one,  holds  40,000  acres  of  Patented  land 
therein;  in  which  there  is  no  dispute;  and  they  have  a  just  right 
to  a  good  deal  more  which  has  been  taken  from  them  (ille- 
gally, and  not  past  recovery)  through  their  own  inattention. 
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Independant  of  the  40,000  acres,  of  which  mine  is  a  part,  there 
is  a  large  plantation  of  reclaimed  land  on  which  the  Com- 
pany worked  a  number  of  hands  many  years ;  Part  of  whom, 
I  believe  are  continued  thereon  to  this  day.  My  share  of  the 
Plantation  and  Negros  shall  be  included  in  the  sum  annexed 
to  the  Land.  The  40,000  acres  is  the  richest  part  of  the  whole 
swamp,  and  indeed  it  is  scarcely  possible  for  soil  to  be  richer. 
The  unreclaimed  rice  Swamps  of  So.  Carolina  which  are  in  no 
respect  better  and  few  of  them  so  advantageously  situated  sell 
from  ten  to  ^15  sterg.  an  acre,  and  when  reclaimed  at  from  25 
to  ^50  pr.  Acre.  The  Canal  which  is  now  opening  from 
Elizabeth  River  to  Albemarle  sound  passes  through  it,  and 
will  contribute  much  to  the  draining  thereof;  and  in  other  re- 
spects will  add  immensely  to  the  value  of  the  property.  Rice, 
Tobacco,  Indian  Corn,  Oats  and  other  articles  have  been  raised 
most  luxuriantly  by  the  Companies  hands,  on  their  plantation 
in  this  swamp.  The  value  of  so  much  land,  of  this  quality 
within  a  few  miles  of  Norfolk,  Suffolk  and  Portsmouth;  and 
along  side  of  Nansemond  River  (at  a  very  small  distance  there- 
from), cultivated  in  these  articles  or  laid  to  grass  for  mowing 
or  grazing  is  almost  incalculable. 

*To  ROBERT  MORRIS 

Philadelphia,  May  26, 1794. 
Dear  Sir :  As  I  have  other  unproductive  landed  property  in 
the  Western  Country  besides  that  which  you  seem  disposed  to 
become  the  purchaser  of;  and  some  also  in  Virginia  which,  in 
my  opinion  promises  the  richest  future  harvest  of  any  thing  of 
the  kind  I  have  contemplated.  I  ofler  the  whole  to  you  upon  the 
terms  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  paper. 
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Were  my  prospects  different  from  what  they  really  are,  not 
the  sum  there  mentioned,  or  any  thing  like  it,  would  alien- 
ate the  property  from  me.  But,  as  the  case  is,  I  prefer  present 
convenience  to  future  advantages;  and  therefore,  in  my  own 
days,  which  cannot  be  many,  am  disposed  to  turn  my  unpro- 
ductive lands  into  cash,  that  I  may  enjoy  the  comforts  which 
may  result  from  the  interest  thereof. 

Mr.  Casenave  (through  the  medium  of  Govr.  Lee  of  Vir- 
ginia) made  overtures  to  me  for  my  interest  in  the  Great 
Dismal  Swamp.  The  answer  to  these  you  will  find  enclosed. 
He  scarcely,  as  I  understood  from  the  Govr.,  knew  whether  to 
say  yea,  or  nay,  to  my  offer;  and  being  timid,  and  wishing  first 
to  know  if  he  could  secure  the  other  there,  the  matter  stopped, 
and  so  it  has  remained.  Mr.  Casenave  expected,  probably  on 
good  ground,  that  a  purchase  from  others  might  be  made 
on  lower  terms  than  I  had  affixed  to  mine. 

The  plat  of  this  land;  that  of  the  round  bottom;  and  of 
those  tracts  on  the  little  Miami;  a  sketch  of  the  Town  of 
Mount  Pleasant  at  the  confluence  of  the  Ohio  and  Great  Kan- 
hawa;  with  some  other  Papers,  are  enclosed.  They  may  be 
returned  with  such  as  you  have,  belonging  to  me,  or  retained 
to  be  added  to,  according  to  your  decision. 

It  may  be  desirable  on  Mr.  Casenaves  acct.,  to  make  no  men- 
tion of  his  views,  if  you  do  not  incline  to  embark  in  the  measure 
yourself,  [illegible]  I  do  not  know  what  steps  he  proposed  to 
take,  or  has  taken  in  the  business. 

I  have  made  you  the  offer  wch.  is  enclosed,  and  given  the  best 
view  I  am  able  of  facts,  because  I  understood  from  you  that  Mr. 
Greenleaf  is  to  be  concerned  with  you  in  purchases  of  this  kind, 
and  is  expected  in  this  City.  With  very  great  esteem  etc. 

[CH.H.S.] 
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ToEARLOFBUCHAN 

Philadelphia,  May  26, 1794. 

My  Lord :  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  attempt,  by  excuses, 
to  atone  for  acts  of  omission ;  and  frequently  too  at  the  expense 
of  as  much  time  as  (seasonable  employed)  would  have  super- 
ceded the  occasion  of  their  presentment.  Sensible  as  I  am  of 
this,  and  ashamed  as  I  am  of  resorting  to  an  apology  so  com- 
mon; yet  I  feel  so  forcibly  the  necessity  of  making  one  for 
suffering  your  Lordship's  very  polite  and  obliging  favor  of  the 
30  of  last  June,  to  remain  so  long  unacknowledged,  that  I  cannot 
avoid  falling  into  the  error  I  am  reprobating. 

The  truth  is,  the  malignant  fever  which  raged  in  this  City 
during  the  months  of  August,  September  and  October  of  last 
year  (of  which  at  least  5,000  of  its  inhabitants  were  swept  off) 
occasioned  my  retreat  therefrom  on  the  10th  of  September,  and 
prevented  my  returning  until  sometime  in  November ;  between 
which  and  the  meeting  of  Congress  (the  first  Monday  in  De- 
cember) I  had  hardly  time  to  prepare  for  the  session.  The 
session  has  been  long  and  interesting,  and  is  not  yet  closed. 
Little  leisure  therefore  have  I  had,  during  the  period  of  its 
continuance,  for  the  indulgence  of  private  correspondences. 

I  did  however,  from  Germantown  in  the  early  part  of  Novem- 
ber, give  your  lordship  the  trouble  of  receiving  a  few  lines  from 
me  introductory  of  my  friend  Mr.  Lear;  and  am  exceedingly 
flattered  by  the  polite  attention  with  which  he  was  honored,  on 
my  account,  by  your  Lordship  and  the  Countess  of  Buchan. 
He  speaks  of  it  (in  a  letter  I  have  lately  received  from  him  in 
London)  in  the  highest  terms  of  respect  and  gratitude. 

The  sentiments  which  are  expressed  in  your  lordship's  letter 
of  the  30th  of  June,  do  honor  to  the  goodness  of  your  heart,  and 
ought  to  be  engraved  on  every  man's  heart.  And  if,  instead  of 
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the  provocations  to  war,  bloodshed  and  desolation,  (oftentimes 
unjustly  given)  the  strife  of  nations,  and  of  individuals,  was  to 
excel  each  other  in  acts  of  philanthropy,  industry  and  cecon- 
omy;  in  encouraging  useful  arts  and  manufactures,  promoting 
thereby  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  our  fellow  men,  and  in 
exchanging  on  liberal  terms  the  products  of  one  Country  and 
clime,  for  those  of  another,  how  much  happier  would  man- 
kind be. 

But  providence,  for  purposes  beyond  the  reach  of  mortal 
scan,  has  suffered  the  restless  and  malignant  passions  of  man, 
the  ambitious  and  sordid  views  of  those  who  direct  them,  to 
keep  the  affairs  of  this  world  in  a  continual  state  of  disquietude ; 
and  will,  it  is  to  be  feared,  place  the  prospects  of  peace  too  far 
off,  and  the  promised  millenium  at  an  awful  distance  from 
our  day. 

In  the  disturbed  state  at  which  most  nations  seem  to  have 
arrived,  and  from  which  it  is  my  earnest  wish  to  keep  this 
Country  free  (if  it  can  be  done  consistently  with  honor,  and  the 
respect  which  every  nation  owes  to  itself  as  well  as  to  others) 
I  shall  avoid  all  details  on  political  subjects,  and  having  no  other 
at  present  worthy  attention,  I  shall  conclude  with  asking  your 
lordship's  forgiveness  for  the  liberty  I  have  taken  in  putting  the 
packet  for  Dr.  Anderson,  under  cover  of  this  letter  to  you,  di- 
rected to  the  care  of  the  American  minister  in  London:  assur- 
ing you  at  the  same  time  of  the  sentiments  of  high  respect  and 
esteem  with  which  I  have  the  honor  etc.10 


"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

On  May  25  Washington  wrote  to  Thomas  Pinckney,  consigning  this  letter  to  his 
care  "It  is  my  wish  that  it  should  go  safe,  without  much  loss  of  time;  but  I  am 
not  willing  to  saddle  his  lordship  with  the  Postage  of  it,  from  an  opinion  that  he  can 
receive  it  as  well  without  this  expence  as  with  it;  of  this  however  you  will  be  the  best 
judge."  The  draft  of  this  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers.  The  "Letter  Book" 
copy  is  dated  May  26. 
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*To  DOCTOR  JAMES  ANDERSON 

Philadelphia,  May  26, 1794. 

Sir:  The  letter  with  which  you  were  pleased  to  favor  me, 
dated  the  15th.  of  August  last  year,  accompanying  sevl.  pam- 
phlets on  interesting  subjects,  came  safe;  though  long  after  its 
date,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  note  from  a  Mr. 
Callender;  which  serves  as  a  wrapper  of  six  guineas  which  I 
sent  for  the  vols,  of  the  Bee  (15  in  number)  which  have  come 
to  my  hands.  As  you  have  never  authorised  any  one  to  call 
upon  me  for  the  cost,  I  am  uncertain  as  to  the  amount.  If  the 
sum  herewith  sent  is  short  of  it,  I  will  pay  the  balance  at  any- 
time, to  your  order;  if  over,  it  may  remain  in  your  hands  for  the 
succeeding  numbers,  as  they  shall  be  published. 

I  thank  you  as  well  for  the  Seeds  as  for  the  Pamphlets  which 
you  had  the  goodness  to  send  me.  The  artificial  preparation  of 
Hemp,  from  Silesia,  is  really  a  curiosity;  and  I  shall  think  my- 
self much  favored  in  the  continuance  of  your  corrispondence. 
When  I  have  more  leizure  than  at  present,  (just  at  the  winding 
up  of  a  long,  laborious  and  interesting  Session  of  Congress)  I 
may  write  you  more  fully  than  it  is  in  my  power  to  do  under 
such  circumstances,  relatively  to  the  subjects  you  have  touched 
upon. 

This  letter,  and  another  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of 
putting  under  cover  to  the  Earl  of  Buchan,  is  directed  to  the 
particular  care  of  the  American  Minister  in  London.  I  wish 
them  safe  to  hand,  and  that  you  wd.  do  me  the  justice  to  be 
assured  of  the  esteem  with  which  I  am  etc.11 


11  From  a  photostat  of  the  original  through  the  kindness  of  Judge  E.  A.  Armstrong, 
of  Princeton,  N.  J. 


1794]  ALGERIAN  APPROPRIATION  385 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Philadelphia,  May  29, 1794. 

Sir:  My  private  business  requires  that  I  should  make  a  jour- 
ney to  Virginia,  as  soon  as  Congress  shall  have  closed  their  pres- 
ent Session,  and  if  public  duties  will  permit,  I  shall  perform  it 
accordingly.  The  purposes  for  which  I  go,  cannot  well  be  an- 
swered in  a  shorter  absence  than  Eighteen  days,  from  the  Seat 
of  Government. 

It  is  my  desire  therefore  that  you  would  examine  all  the 
Laws  which  have  passed  this  Session  (the  immediate  execu- 
tion of  which  depends  upon  your  Department)  on  which  my 
opinions,  or  direction  of  mine  is  necessary,  and  report  the  same, 
together  with  such  other  matters  as  shall  occur  to  you,  requir- 
ing my  agency;  that  I  may  leave  nothing  unattended  to  before 
I  go,  or  which  may  experience  any  inconvenience  from  my 
absence.12 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Philadelphia,  May  29, 1794. 
Sir :  As  the  million  of  dollars,  granted  by  the  Act  of  the  20th 
of  March,  last,  was  certainly  for  the  objects  in  Algiers,  I  was 
anxious  that  some  steps  should  be  taken  concerning  the  money. 
But  as  you  represent  in  your  letter  of  the  27th  instant,  that  this 
cannot  be  done  yet,  you  will  inform  me  when  you  shall  find 
that  it  can  be  done;  and  in  the  mean  time,  I  wish  to  know, 


"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

An  undated  letter  from  President  Washington  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the 
French  Republic,  announcing  the  appointment  of  James  Monroe,  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary to  France,  in  place  of  Gouverneur  Morris,  recalled,  is  printed  in  the  pamphlet, 
"Thomas  Paine's  Letter  to  the  late  General  George  Washington  .  .  .  Paris  June  30, 
1795."  It  is  hardly  more  than  a  signed  form  letter  of  the  Department  of  State,  and 
should  probably  bear  the  date  of  May  28,  1794.  No  copy  of  it  is  now  found  in  the 
Washington  Papers. 
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whether  some  provisions  could  not  be  made  for  borrowing  it  if 
an  opening  should  hereafter  appear  for  a  treaty  with  Algiers, 
and  for  the  redemption  of  our  unhappy  fellow  citizens  there.13 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Philadelphia,  May  29, 1794. 

Sir:  The  communication  which  you  made  to  me  some  time 
ago,  of  your  intention  to  resign,  and  to  which  you  refer  in  your 
letter  of  the  27  instant  (received  yesterday  afternoon)14 1  always 
considered  as  depending  upon  events. 

Of  course  nothing  has  been  done  by  me  to  render  your  con- 
tinuance in  office  inconvenient  or  ineligible.  On  the  contrary 
I  am  pleased  that  you  have  determined  to  remain  at  your  post 
until  the  clouds  over  our  affairs  which  have  come  on  so  fast  of 
late,  shall  be  dispersed.13 

*To  CHARLES  CARTER 

Philadelphia,  May  29, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  14th.  instant. 

The  inclosed  to  Mr.  John  Lewis,  left  open  for  your  perusal, 
will  shew  what  I  require  for  myself,  and  am  willing  to  do  for 
others.  Do  you  and  he  therefore,  after  full  enquiry  into  facts 
point  out  what  this  ought  to  be,  and  no  delay  shall  be  experi- 
enced from  me. 

The  two  hundred  pounds  for  which  you  endorsed  an  order 
upon  a  Merchant  of  this  place,  has  been  duly  paid.  The  remain- 
der of  the  money  due  me  for  the  purchase  of  the  lots  (amount- 

13 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
Hamilton's  letter,  to  which  this  is  an  answer,  is  not  now  found  in  the  Washing- 
ton Papers.  Sparks  prints  it  as  a  footnote.  The  rough  draft,  in  Hamilton's  writing,  is 
in  the  Hamilton  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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ing  to  about  two  hundred  pounds  more)  I  give,  as  I  desired  Mr. 
Howell  Lewis  to  inform  you,  to  my  niece  Mrs.  Carter.15  And 
by  these  presents  I  confirm  the  gift.  Give  my  love  to  her.  With 
great  esteem  and  regard.  I  am  etc.  [n.y.p.l.] 

*To  JOHN  LEWIS 

Philadelphia,  May  29, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  The  letter  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  renders 
further  explanation  on  my  part  in  a  manner  unnecessary.  I 
must  beg  leave  notwithstanding  to  add  that  when  mistakes 
happen  the  sooner  they  can  be  rectified  the  better. 

All  I  recollect  of  this  matter  (and  that  but  imperfectly)  is, 
that  Colo.  Lewis  (your  father)  purchased  from  a  Michael  Rob- 
inson for,  and  on  my  account,  the  lots  in  Fredericksburgh  on 
which  my  mother  lived.  Robinson  (I  believe)  bought  them  of 
him;  and  no  Deeds  having  been  made  for  them,  he  to  avoid 
trouble,  and  the  expence  of  double  transfers,  conveyed  them 
tome. 

If  this  was  done  by  wrong  numbers  it  is  incumbent  on  you  as 
heir  at  law,  to  correct  the  error;  and  it  may  be  necessary  that  I 
should,  for  the  same  reason,  convey  the  lots  in  and  113  to  the 
rightful  owner  of  them. 

I  wish  that  you  and  Mr.  Carter  wd.  examine  into  this  matter 
thoroughly,  and  whatever  is  proper  to  be  done  on  my  part,  shall 
be  executed  without  delay.  I  am  etc.  [n.y.p.l.] 

To  DOCTOR  JAMES  MEASE 

Philadelphia,  May  29,  1794. 
Sir:  The  President  of  the  U  States  has  reed,  your  Letter 
together  with  a  copy  of  your  essay  on  the  disease  produced  by 

15 Elizabeth  (Lewis)  Carter.  She  was  a  daughter  of  "Betty"  (Washington)  Lewis. 
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the  bite  of  a  mad-dog.  The  President  has  directed  me  to  assure 
you  that  his  sincere  wishes  are  offered  for  the  useful  effects  of 
a  work  calculated  to  throw  light  on  a  subject  so  interesting; 
and  to  make  his  acknowledgements  for  your  politeness  in  pre- 
senting it  to  him.  I  am  etc.18 

To  WILLIAM  DEAKINS,  JUNIOR 

Philadelphia,  June  i,  1794. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  23d.  ulto.  I  have  reed,  and 
thank  you  for  your  kind  attention  to  the  trees  which  were  im- 
ported for  my  use  in  the  Peggy,  particularly  for  your  having 
sent  them  to  Mount  Vernon,  altho'  I  fear  the  season  was  too 
far  advanced  to  entertain  much  hope  of  their  living. 

The  purport  of  the  enclosed,  which  I  pray  you  to  forward 
by  a  safe  conveyance,  is  to  ask  the  favor  of  your  brother  to  take 
charge  of  my  moiety  of  the  manor  of  Woodstock.  With  esteem 
and  regard,  I  am  etc.17 

To  FRANCIS  DEAKINS 

Philadelphia,  June  1,  1794. 

Sir:  The  north  part  of  Woodstock  manor  in  Montgomery 
County  (lately  the  property  of  Richd.  Sprigg  Esqr.)  has  fallen 
to  my  lot  by  the  division  thereof  which  was  made  by  you  and 
Mr.  Jones. 

Colo.  Wm.  Deakins,  at  your  request  and  for  which  I  thank 
you,  has  informed  me  that  the  tenants  are  committing  tres- 
passes thereon.  Will  you  permit  me  therefore  to  request  the 
favor  of  you  to  cause,  on  my  behalf,  a  stop  to  be  put  to  them. 
You  would  oblige  me  also  by  furnishing  me  with  the  names  of 

"Signed  "Bw.  Dandridge"  in  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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the  tenants  who  live  on  my  part  of  the  manor;  what  rents  they 
pay ;  what  kind  of  tenements  they  occupy,  and  the  order  they  are 
kept  in.  In  a  word,  I  wou'd  thank  you  for  paying  some  atten- 
tion to  my  interest  therein.  With  esteem  etc.18 

*To  JAMES  GERMAIN 

Philadelphia,  June  i,  1794. 

Mr.  Germain:  An  honest  man,  a  man  attentive  to  his  duty, 
and  one  who  discharges  the  trust  reposed  in  him  with  activ- 
ity, zeal  and  integrity  fears  neither  the  inspecting  eye,  nor  the 
chiding  remarks  of  his  Employer;  because  he  feels  something 
within  him,  that  tells  him,  that  the  first  measure  is  dictated  by 
that  prudence  wch.  ought  to  govern  all  men  who  commits  a 
trust  to  another,  and  that  such  a  conduct  as  I  have  described 
above  will  be  an  effectual  shield  against  the  latter. 

On  the  other  hand 
a  dishonest  man,  one  who  is  indolent,  inattentive  and  careless; 
fond  of  company,  pleasure  and  perhaps  liquor,  is  always  un- 
easy under  restraints,  and  averse  to  all  checks;  and  for  the  best 
reason  (as  it  respects  himself)  in  the  world,  for  checks  and  en- 
quiries will  discover,  if  it  does  not  prevent  his  knavery,  and 
show  how  unworthy  he  is  to  be  entrusted. 

There  are  some  men  not  intentionally  dishonest,  who,  not 
withstanding,  do  as  much  injury  to  those  who  employ  them 
as  if  they  were  really  rogues,  and  in  several  ways,  such  for  in- 
stance, as  entrusting  that  to  others  which  was  intended  for 
themselves  only  to  perform,  thereby  affording  opportunities 
to  persons  in  whom  no  confidence  is  placed,  and  where  there 
is  no  responsibility,  to  help  themselves  to  wh[at]ever  they  can 
filch  with  impunity  and  c[ar]ry  off  without  detection. 

"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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2d.  By  inattention  and  carelessness  in  suffering  things  to  be 
wasted  and  destroyed  in  the  family  which  might,  and  ought  to 
have  been  prevented. 

3d.  By  providing  more  for  the  use  of  that  family  (especially 
in  the  article  of  provisions)  than  is  really  necessary  f  [or]  the 
purposes  for  which  they  are  designe[d],  and  particularly  from 
not  seeing  tha[t]  that  which  is  provided,  be  set  of,  and  turned 
to  the  greatest  advantage,  and  not  suffered  to  spoil,  be  misap 
plied,  or  taken  away  by  the  Servants  without  leave. 

4th.  By  not  seeing  that  the  Servants  are  always  in  their  places, 
that  they  are  sober,  and  attentive  to  the  duties  which  are 
assigned  to  them ;  and  by  not  preventing,  as  much  as  possible, 
the  breakage  of  China,  glass  and  other  brittle  wares;  the 
bruising,  and  other  abuses  of  the  Silver  and  other  things  of 
a  similar  kind  though  of  lesser  value  and  by  hiring  jobbers,  too 
frequently,  to  do  things  which  might  well  be  done  without. 

5th.  By  not  being  sufficiently  impressed  with  the  magnitude 
of  an  evil  which  is  not  less  pernicious  because  it  is  a  common 
one,  and  that  is,  not  attending  to  small  as  well  as  to  greater 
matters.  There  is  an  old  Scotch  adage,  than  which  none  in 
the  whole  catalogue  of  them  is  more  true  or  more  worthy  of 
being  held  in  remembrance,  viz,  "that  many  mickles  make  a 
muckle"  indicating  that  however  trifling  a  thing  may  be  in 
itself,  when  it  stands  alone,  yet,  when  they  come  to  be  multi- 
plyed  they  mount  high  which  serves  to  prove,  that  nothing, 
however  trifling,  ought  to  be  wasted  that  can  be  saved,  nor 
bought  if  you  can  do  well  without  it. 

Having  expressed  these  general  ideas  to  you,  it  remains  for 
me  to  add,  in  a  more  particular  manner,  what  it  is  that  I  expect 
from  your  Stewardship. 

In  the  first  place  I  am  to  inform  you,  that  all  the  Liquors,  the 
groceries,  and  other  shop  articles  of  consequence,  will  be  laid 
in  by  my  Secretary. 
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Trifling  articles,  which  are  only  wanted  occasionally,  will 
be  provided  by  yourself.  Provisions  and  other  articles  of  daily 
consumption,  which  are  purchased  in  the  common  markets 
you  are  to  provide  on  Market  days,  or  at  such  other  times 
and  places  as  occasion  may  require,  and  that  you  may  be  en- 
abled to  do  it  on  the  best  terms,  find  out  the  most  respectable 
characters  in  the  different  lines  that  supply  them  and  let  these 
be  the  persons  with  whom  you  deal  principally,  taking  care 
always  that  you  receive  full  weight,  full  measure,  or  full  count 
of  all  that  you  pay  for  and  that  it  is  brought  home  without 
diminution. 

From  Mr.  Dandridge  you  will  obtain  the  money  to  defray  my 
expenses,  and  with  him  you  are  to  settle  your  account,  weekly, 
enumerating  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  the  purpose  the  species 
and  quantity  (with  the  price  paid  for  it)  of  every  article  that  is 
bought,  and  the  day  it  was  bought,  and  where  receipts  can  be 
taken,  to  lay  them  before  him.  Ready  money  is  to  be  paid  for 
everything  you  purchase.  I  want  no  credit  and  am  adverse  to 
after  reckonings. 

The  multiplicity  of  my  public  duties  leaves  me  but  little  lei- 
sure to  suggest  domestic  arrangements,  to  look  into  [the]  neces- 
sities of  the  family  or  to  inspect  the  articles  which  are  provided 
for  its  support.  For  this  reason  I  require  that  [you]  would  ad- 
vise with  Mrs.  Washington  on  the  several  points  and  be  gov- 
erned by  her  directions.  My  general  [ideas]  on  this  subject 
[are]  shortly  these:  ist.  that  my  table  [be]  handsomely  but  not 
extravagantly  [furnish] ed  on  the  days  that  company  [are] 
entertained.  2d.  that  a  decent  and  economical  board  be  spread 
at  other  times.  And  3d.  that  my  domestics  should  be  plenti- 
fully fed  at  all  times  with  what  is  wholesome  and  proper  be- 
[yond]  which  [nei]ther  in  quantity  nor  quality  you  are  not  to 
go;  nor  suffer  them  to  carry  anything  away  from  the  h[ous]e 
unless  they  have  permission  so  to  do.  Whatever  remains  after 
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these  purposes  are  served,  and  is  not  necessary  for  another  day, 
I  would  have  given  to  the  poor  and  needy  housekeepers  in  the 
neighborhood  who  may  want  and  would  [not  apply]  for  it. 

As  we  never  have  suppers  nor  sudden  calls  for  extra  dinners; 
it  should  not  be  a  difficult  matter  to  ascertain  with  certainty  to 
what  my  expences  (agreeably  to  the  p[revail]ing  mode  of  liv- 
ing) may  be  reduced;  and  as  it  is  essential  I  should  know  it  that 
I  may  govern  myself  accordingly  my  desire  is  that  precise  and 
particular  pains  be  taken  to  accomplish  this. 

The  morning  is  the  proper  season  for  marketing.  Let  it  be  a 
rule  therefore  to  go  thither  early  and  knowing  your  wants,  pro- 
vide accordingly  every  article  of  which,  and  all  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  day  are  to  be  entered  in  a  book  as  before  directed; 
which  book  is,  the  succeeding  morning,  immediately  after  I 
rise  from  Breakfast  (and  before  the  Officers  of  Government  are 
coming  in)  to  be  laid  before  me  that  I  may  see  what  the  ex- 
pences of  the  preceeding  day  has  been.  The  weekly  account  as 
you  have  been  informed  before,  is  to  be  settled  at  the  end  of  it, 
with  my  Secretary,  Mr.  Dandridge.  And  as  the  Provisions  for 
the  day  will  be  brought  in  before  Breakfast,  they  may,  when 
Mrs.  Washington  rises  from  it,  be  shewn  to  her. 

Let  the  Cellars,  and  other  places  of  deposit  be  cleaned  out, 
and  put  in  proper  order  for  the  reception  and  safe  keeping  of 
the  Provisions  of  every  species  which  are  laid  in  and  the  keys 
thereof  kept  by  you,  or  the  Housekeeper  and  not  a  single  article 
delivered  thence  but  by  one  or  the  other  and  the  purpose  known. 

To  prevent  clashing,  in  any  of  the  duties  which  are  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  Steward  and  Housekeeper,  it  will  be  proper  for 
you  and  Mrs.  Emmerson  to  arrange  them  between  you,  and  aid 
(rather  than  counteract  or  thwart)  each  other  in  the  duties  of 
your  respective  functions. 

To  add  that  the  yards,  around  the  Houses,  the  Corners  in 
which  dirt  collects,  &ca.  should  be  kept  clean,  can  scarcely  be 
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necessary,  because  health  as  well  as  decency  requires  this.  N[or] 
can  it  be  necessary  I  hope  to  guard  you  against  a  practice  which 
not  only  adds  to  the  expence  but  is  productive  of  other  evils;  I 
mean  introducing  company  to  your  tables. 

I  mean  to  be  thus  particular  and  exact  (and  you  are  informed 
of  [it]  beforehand)  because  my  household  expences  hitherto, 
have  run  so  much  beyond  all  calculation  that  I  am  resolved  to 
discover  the  cause,  which  according  to  my  conception,  must 
proceed  from  one  or  other  of  the  following:  either  that  I  am 
charged  for  things  that  have  never  been  got,  at  least  to  the 
amounts;  or  if  got,  from  their  not  having  been  applied  to  ad- 
vantage. Or  lastly,  from  waste,  or  being  borne  off  again  after 
they  have  been  brought  into  the  house;  which  is  not  unlikely, 
as  every  one  seems  to  have  access  to  them.  The  first  (if  it  has 
been  practiced)  is  nothing  short  of  shere  roguery,  and  the  others, 
disreputable  to  any  one  who  is  entrusted  with  the  managemt. 
of  the  concerns  of  another;  being  equally  injurious;  for  it  is  of 
little  signification  to  the  sufferer,  whether  he  is  cheated  by  the 
person  or  persons  in  whom  he  places  a  confidence,  or  by  others 
through  their  inattention,  and  want  of  care.  Nor  in  my  opin- 
ion is  there  any  difference  in  the  criminality,  as  it  respects 
themselves;  the  trust  being  equally  violated;  as  the  damage 
which  they  are  employed  to  guard  against  is  the  same. 

In  consequence  of  your  performing  these  services ;  and  in  full 
expectation  of  your  paying  particular  attention  to  the  Cookery 
seeing  that  every  thing  appertaining  to  it  is  conducted  in  a 
handsome  style,  but  without  waste  or  extravagence  I  agree  to 
allow  you  fifty  guineas  a  year;  and  if  I  find  myself  much  bene- 
fited by  your  skill,  attention  and  ceconomy,  it  may  be  an  induce- 
ment to  me  to  add  something  more  to  it  after  sufficient  and 
satisfactory  proofs  shall  have  appeared  of  these  facts.19 

"The  bracketed  letters  have  been  supplied  where  the  press  copy  is  illegible. 
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*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  June  i,  1794. 

Mr.  Pearce :  I  am  glad  to  find  by  your  letter  of  the  27th  ulto 
that  you  had  had  some  good  rains,  previous  to  the  date  of  it. 
Those  rains,  with  such  as  have  followed  since,  may  give  a  very 
different  appearance  both  to  your  Oats  and  flax;  and  may  en- 
liven, and  push  forward  the  Corn  and  B.  Wheat;  but  I  fear 
much  for  any  grass  that  may  have  been  cut,  there  having  been 
no  weather  to  cure  it  (in  this  part  of  the  Country  at  least)  these 
ten  days. 

I  am  sorry  to  perceive,  that  amongst  all  your  other  unfavour- 
able prospects,  that  little  is  to  be  expected  from  the  White  bent 
grass,  the  seeds  of  which  I  sent  you  last  Spring.  Endeavor, 
however,  to  save  all  the  Seed  you  can  from  it,  in  like  manner  as 
you  were  requested  with  the  other  experimental  grasses,  in  the 
Vineyard,  my  little  garden,  &ca. 

If  the  drilled  wheat  is  not  much  forwarder  than  the  common 
wheat,  there  must  have  been  an  imposition  in  the  Seed;  for  the 
ripening  of  it  three  weeks  before  the  common  sort,  is  a  fact  that 
is  well  ascertained. 

The  deception  with  respect  to  the  Potatoes  (210  instead  of 
418  bushls.)  is  of  a  piece  with  other  practices  of  a  similar  kind, 
by  which  I  have  suffered  hitherto ;  and  may  serve  to  evince  to 
you,  in  strong  colours,  first  how  little  confidence  can  be  placed 
in  any  one  around  you;  and  secondly  the  necessity  of  an  accu- 
rate inspection  into  these  things  yourself,  for  to  be  plain,  Alex- 
andria is  such  a  recepticle  for  every  thing  that  can  be  filched 
from  the  right  owners,  by  either  blacks  or  whites;  and  I  have 
such  an  opinion  of  my  Negros  (two  or  three  only  excepted) : 
and  not  much  better  of  some  of  the  Whites,  that  I  am  perfectly 
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sure  not  a  single  thing  that  can  be  disposed  of  at  any  price,  at 
that  place,  that  will  not,  and  is  not,  stolen,  where  it  is  possible ; 
and  carried  thither  to  some  of  the  underling  shop  keepers,  who 
support  themselves  by  this  kind  of  traffick. 

I  am  really  concerned  that  the  Potatoes  have  fallen  so  much 
short  of  expectation;  and  if  I  could  have  had  any  fore  knowl- 
edge of  it,  instead  of  disposing  of  what  there  was,  in  Corn  grd, 
I  should  have  given  them  to  the  lots  wch.  were  intended  for 
clover;  as  I  conceive  nothing  is  a  better  preparative  for  this 
crop,  than  Potatoes.  As  you  have  them  not,  and  know  the  object 
for  which  these  lots  are  designed,  I  leave  it  to  you  to  manage 
them  as  shall  seem  best  in  your  own  judgment,  to  effect  [the] 
end  in  view. 

It  is  not  longer  ago  than  last  year  (if  my  memory  has  not 
greatly  failed  me)  that  I  paid,  in  this  City,  40  or  50/  for  the 
Turnip  seed  I  sent  to  Mount  Vernon,  and  to  have  no  seed  there 
now  is,  too  be  sure,  extraordinary;  but  as  these  things  serve  to 
shew  you  how  I  have  been  imposed  upon,  and  to  what  expences 
I  have  been  run  for  want  of  common  care  and  attention,  so  I 
persuade  myself  they  will  induce  your  exertions  to  avoid  the 
like  in  the  future. 

If  you  can  get  the  price  mentd.  in  your  letter  for  the  mid- 
lings  and  Ship  stuff  take  it.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Douglass  is  a  person  I  am  not  acquainted  with.  He 
may  be  as  able  to  fulfil  a  contract  as  any  in  Alexandria  for 
ought  I  know  to  the  contrary;  but  prudent  precaution  to  have 
the  money  secured,  and  at  the  time  it  is  engaged  is  not  amiss. 

When  I  wrote  you  last,  I  had  expectation  of  being  at  Mount 
Vernon  by  the  10th.  of  this  month;  but  now  I  have  not  nor  can 
I  with  certainty  say  when  it  will  be.  probably  not  before  the 
last  of  the  Month. 


396  WRITINGS   OF   WASHINGTON  [June 


*To  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE 
DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

Philadelphia,  June  i,  1794. 

Gentlemen:  I  had  hopes,  and  at  one  time  strong  expectation, 
that  Congress  would  have  closed  their  Session  before  this ;  and 
that  other  matters  would  have  permitted  my  proposed  visit  to 
Mount  Vernon  about  the  time  of  your  meeting  in  the  Federal 
City;  which  (by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Carroll),  I  understood  was 
appointed  to  be  on  the  5th.  of  this  month. 

In  this  expectation  I  have  been  disappointed.  Congress  are 
still  in  Session  and  it  is  not  clear  to  me  that  they  will  rise  this 
week.  After  which  business  of  a  public  nature  may,  and  prob- 
ably v/ill  detain  me  in  this  City  some  days.  This  being  the  case, 
I  decide  now,  to  take  the  No.  West  quarter  of  square  21  (offered 
to  me  in  your  letter  of  the  23d.  of  April) ;  and  presuming  it  was 
meant  I  should  pay  the  same  for  this,  as  for  the  No.  Et.  quarter 
I  enclose  266  2/3  dollars;  being  the  amount  of  the  first  payment 
for  both. 

For  the  reasons  mentioned  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  27th. 
of  April,  I  should  have  been  better  pleased  if  I  could  have  got 
the  So.  East  in  place  of  the  No.  West  quarter  of  this  square;  and 
if  you  could,  conveniently,  and  with  propriety  (for  I  do  not 
know  to  whom  it  belongs,  or  under  what  circumstances  it  is), 
make  the  exchange,  or  obtain  it  by  purchase  (at  or  about  the 
price  of  the  others,  it  would  oblige  me.  If  by  purchase,  I  mean 
notwithstanding,  to  retain  the  No.  West  quarter  also.  In  short, 
it  being  my  purpose  to  build  on  this  sqr.  if  by  some  arrange- 
ments which  I  have  in  contemplation,  I  can  obtain  the  means, 
I  should  have  no  objection,  but  on  the  contrary  would  wish,  to 
possess  myself  of  the  whole  square,  that  I  might  have  space 
enough  for  my  plan,  be  the  design  of  it  what  it  may. 
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Not  being  without  hope  that  I  may  yet  see  you  before  August, 
I  shall  not  in  this  letter,  more  than  in  my  former  of  the  27th. 
of  April,  touch  the  subject  which  was  then  postponed.  With 
esteem  etc.20 

To  THE  SENATE  AND 
THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

United  States,  June  2, 1794. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives :  I  send  you  certain  communications  recently  from  Georgia, 
which  materially  change  the  prospect  of  affairs  in  that  quarter, 
and  seem  to  render  a  war  with  the  Creek  Nations,  more  prob- 
able than  it  has  been  at  any  antecedent  period.  While  the 
attention  of  Congress  will  be  directed  to  the  consideration  of 
measures  suited  to  the  exigency,  it  cannot  escape  their  observa- 
tion, that  this  intelligence  brings  a  fresh  proof  of  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  existing  provisions  of  the  laws  towards  the  effectual 
cultivation  and  preservation  of  peace  with  our  Indian  neigh- 
bours.21 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Philadelphia,  June  7, 1794. 
Sir :  I  approve  of  the  plan  proposed  in  your  letter  of  the  4  inst. 
namely,  that  a  power  for  making  a  loan  of  800,000  dollars  be 
lodged  in  Holland,  to  be  used  at  the  time  specified  in  that  let- 
ter. When  the  business  of  Algiers  is  arranged,  it  will  be  seen, 
whether  it  be  proper  to  give  the  premium  of  two  per  cent  for 
an  engagement  to  have  the  loan  ready  when  it  is  wanted.  The 
remaining  200,000  dollars  may  be  reserved  for  the  other  pur- 
poses of  foreign  intercourse. 

"'From  District  of  Columbia  Letters  and  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
21  From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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I  presume  that  the  power,  which  you  design  for  Mr.  Adams,22 
will  be  of  the  same  kind  with  that  formerly  given  to  his  prede- 
cessor Mr.  Short.  I  wish  you  to  have  the  two  powers  prepared 
in  conformity  with  this  letter.23 

*  To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  June  8,  1794. 

Mr.  Pearce :  Your  letters  of  the  4th.  instt.  accompanying  the 
reports,  came  duly  to  hand ;  and  by  the  Post  of  tomorrow  I  was 
in  hopes  I  should  have  been  able  to  inform  you  of  the  day  I 
should  leave  this  for  Mount  Vernon,  but  the  case  is  otherwise. 
Congress  are  yet  in  Session,  and  although  they  talk  of  rising 
tomorrow,  this  may  not  be  the  case,  and  if  it  were  other  business 
will  claim  my  attention  for  some  days  after  the  adjournment. 
You  will  continue  therefore  to  write,  and  send  the  weekly  re- 
ports to  me  as  usual. 

If  Lambs  of  any  \ind,  have  been  sold  from  my  flocks  of 
Sheep,  it  has  not  only  been  done  without  my  consent,  but  ex- 
pressly contrary  to  my  orders.  And  sure  I  am,  the  money  for 
which  they  were  sold  never  found  its  way  into  my  pockets;  nor 
is  there  credit  for  it  in  any  accounts  I  have  seen.  So  far  has  it 
been  from  my  practice,  or  policy  to  sell  off  the  forward  ewe 
lambs,  that,  in  order  to  prevent  it,  I  v/ould  not  suffer  any  lambs 
to  be  disposed  of  at  all  unless  it  was  the  very  latter  runts.  My 
plan,  while  it  was  in  my  power  to  attend  to  these  matters 
myself  was,  to  be  sparing  of  the  lambs  even  for  my  own  table 
and  never  to  kill  the  females;  to  keep  the  ewe  lambs  (especially 
the  latter  ones)  from  the  Rams  the  first  year,  to  seperate  the 
Rams  from  the  ewes  at  sharing  time  (to  be  returned  at  a  proper 

22  John  Quincy  Adams.   He  was  United  States  Minister  to  the  Netherlands. 
23 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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season),  and,  at  sharing  time  also,  to  cull  over,  and  remove  to 
a  pasture  by  themselves,  all  the  sheep  above  a  certain  age,  and 
all  such  as  appeared  to  be  upon  the  decline,  that,  after  receiving 
the  summers  run,  and  such  aid  as  could  otherwise  be  afforded 
them,  they  might  be  disposed  of  to  the  Butchers;  reserving 
enough  for  the  use  of  the  family.  If  lambs  have  been  disposed 
of  contrary  to  this  plan,  it  has  been  done  by  the  knavery  of 
those  who  have  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunities  my 
absence  has  afforded  them,  to  do  it.  It  might  be  well  therefore 
for  you  to  enquire  by  whom  lambs  have  been  sold;  and  as  you 
will  see  by  the  written  agreements  with  my  Overseers  that  they 
are  not  allowed  to  sell  even  a  fowl,  to  charge  them  in  explicit 
terms,  not  to  depart  from  it.  The  granting  them  this  indul- 
gence, was  for  their  comfort  on  the  farm;  but  they  have  no 
right  to  raise  anything  thereon,  of  any  sort,  or  kind  whatsoever, 
for  sale.  If  therefore,  as  the  practice  of  this  sort  is  contrary  to 
agreement,  they  presume  to  sell  one  thing  they  may,  and  will 
be  suspected  of  selling  every  thifig  they  can  do  with  impunity. 
This  reminds  me,  of  what  has  often  been  in  my  intention  to 
write  about,  and  that  is  Mr.  Stuarts  selling  Butter.  He  is,  I  well 
remember,  allowed  a  certain  part  of  the  butter  that  is  made  on 
the  farm,  of  course  is  entitled  to  the  butter  or  the  value  of  it; 
but  to  avoid  suspicion,  he  had  better,  both  on  his  own  account 
and  mine,  after  taking  out  what  he  uses  in  his  own  family  (and 
which  he  ought  to  account  for)  send  all  that  is  made,  besides, 
to  the  Mansion  house;  and,  as  it  will  go  from  thence  to  market, 
let  him  be  allowed  for  his  proportion  the  price  it  sells  at.  Be- 
sides avoiding  suspicion  and  evil  reports,  another  good  will  be 
derived  from  this  practice,  and  that  is,  that  it  will  supercede  the 
necessity  of  his  wife's,  or  any  other  person's  running  to  Alex- 
andria to  dispose  of  this  article,  or  to  enquire  into  the  price  of 
it.  That  Mr.  Stuarts  conduct  in  this  business  has  not  escaped 
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censure  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed;  but  as  I  never  entertained 
an  unfavorable  opinion  of  him,  and  always  a  very  bad  one  of 
Green,  I  never  mentioned  the  report  to  the  former  although, 
when  the  latter  gave  the  information,  I  told  him  to  commit 
what  he  had  to  say  to  writing,  charging  him  at  the  same  time 
to  say  nothing  that  he  could  not  prove,  as  he  might  bring  him- 
self into  a  scrape  if  he  did.  I  have  no  doubt  of  Mrs.  Stuarts 
having  furnished  Butter  for  McKnight's  Tavern,  and  if  the 
quantity  bears  any  proportion  to  what  is  asserted  in  the  paper, 
that  it  has  been  fraudulently  done.  The  account,  I  presume,  is 
exagerated,  otherwise  instead  of  being  content  with  one  fourth 
(which  if  my  memory  serves  me,  is  the  part  allowed  him)  he 
must  have  taken  three  fourths  of  it,  at  least.  But  be  the  report 
true  or  false,  it  still  shews  the  necessity  of  the  measure  I  have 
advised,  In  the  first  case,  to  guard  me  against  such  imposi- 
tions; and  in  the  second,  to  secure  his  own  character  against 
suspicion  and  calumny. 

Mrs.  Fanny  Washington  writes  that  the  Cellar  of  my  House 
in  Alexandria  wants  paving,  and  to  be  drained,  as  it  is  very 
damp.  Let  the  first  be  done  at  any  rate,  and  the  latter  if  it  shall 
appear  necessary,  as  I  presume  it  is.  You  had  better  buy  smooth, 
and  well  burnt  bricks  in  Town  than  to  carry  them  up.  This  job 
will  afford  another  week  for  Davis  and  his  attendants;  when 
one  man,  in  this  City,  would  begin  and  finish  it  the  materials 
being  on  the  spot)  in  half  a  day. 

A  Mr.  Oneil  from  Chester  County  in  this  state,  will  be  at 
Mount  Vernon  by  the  time,  or  soon  after  this  letter  will  have 
reached  you.  He  has  a  great  opinion  of  a  freestone  quarry 
near  my  lime  kiln,  but  a  little  up  the  Branch  called  Hell  hole; 
and  I  have  authorised  him  to  open  it  at  his  own  expence;  but 
have  told  him  that  if  you  have  a  hand  or  two  that  could  be 
spared,  and  he  would  allow  the  same  for  them  by  the  day,  or 
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month,  that  he  gives  to  others,  I  had  no  objection  to  your  doing 
it.  I  am  to  be  at  no  expence  or  trouble  with  him,  and  he  has 
assured  me,  that  the  hands  he  takes  from  hence  with  him, 
shall  be  sober,  honest,  and  well  behaved.  If  Tom  Davis  and 
Muclus  could  be  spared  from  necessary  work,  they  had  best  go; 
for  numbers  will  add  nothing  to  the  dispatch  of  my  work 
whilst  it  is  under  the  immediate  inspection  and  direction  of 
Thos.  Green;  who,  it  appears  indispensably  necessary  to  me, 
should  be  superceded  the  moment  you  can  get  a  good  work- 
man in  whom  confidence  can  be  placed,  to  overlook  them; 
for  the  manner  in  which  my  Carpenters  idle  away  their  time, 
is  beyond  all  forbearance.  Twelve  Carpenters  in  this  City, 
would  have  built  every  house  which  is  on  my  lot  in  Alexandria 
(from  the  foundation)  in  less  time  than  mine  were  employed 
in  the  few  repairs  they  received;  but  from  the  habits  of  idleness 
which  they  have  contracted,  and  the  bad  examples  of  Green, 
nothing  better  I  am  sure  is  to  be  expected  from  them  while  they 
are  under  his  management.  I  am  etc. 

To  THE  SECRETARIES  OF 
STATE,  TREASURY,  AND  WAR 

Philadelphia,  June  10, 1794. 
It  is  my  wish  to  set  off  for  Mount  Vernon  on  Monday  next. 
With  some  inconvenience  to  myself,  it  might  be  delayed  until 
Wednesday;  beyond  which  the  purposes  of  my  journey  would, 
in  a  great  measure,  be  defeated  by  further  delay.  I  therefore 
desire  that  everything  which  requires  my  attention  in  your  De- 
partment previous  to  my  absence,  may  be  laid  before  me  with 
as  much  promptitude  as  the  case  will  admit  of.24 

M From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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To  JOHN  FITZGERALD 

Philadelphia,  June  13, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  A  week  rarely  passes  without  bringing  me  a  letter 
of  similar  contents  with  the  enclosed.  As  a  common  centre  I 
am  addressed  by  all  those  who  know  not  where  else  to  apply. 
Altho'  it  is  apart  from  my  public  duties,  and  I  have  very  little 
leisure  for  private  occupations,  yet  I  have  never  failed  (either 
by  myself  or  some  other)  to  make  a  response  to  the  request 
which  has  been  received. 

This  must  be  my  apology  for  asking  your  aid  in  the  present 
case,  of  such  details  as  will  enable  me  to  satisfy  the  enquiries  of 
Mr.  Smith.  These  details,  and  his  letter,25  you  will  be  pleased 
to  forward  at  your  convenience  to  Dear  Sir  etc.26 

*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  June  15, 1794. 
Mr.  Pearce :  Your  letter  of  the  8th.  with  its  enclosures  I  re- 
ceived yesterday.  If  nothing,  unforeseen  by  me  at  present,  inter- 
venes to  prevent  it,  I  shall  leave  this  City  for  Mount  Vernon  the 
day  after  tomorow;  (tuesday)  but  as  the  weather  is  warm,  my 
horses  fat  and  out  of  exercise,  and  I  may  have  occasion  to  stop  a 
day  on  the  road,  it  is  not  probable  I  shall  reach  home  before 
Sunday  or  monday  next.  I  shall  have  two  white  waiters  with 
me,  one  a  hostler,  who  may  sleep  over  the  Store,  in  the  room 

^Fitzgerald's  answer  and  Smith's  letter  are  not  now  found  in  the  Washington 
Papers. 

26 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

"Had  a  meeting  with  the  Chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  Indians,  now  in  Philada.  at  my 
house.  The  Secretaries  of  State,  Treasury  and  War,  and  Colo.  Pickering  were  pres- 
ent, the  great  pipe  was  smoaked  by  all.  delivered  a  speech  to  them  in  writting 
several  of  them  spoke,  and  after  having  eaten  and  drank  plentifully  of  Cake  and 
wine,  they  departed  seemingly  well  pleased;  being  referred  to  Genl.  Knox  for  further 
communications." — Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  President,  June  14,  1794. 
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usually  occupied  by  Mr.  Whiting,  the  other  attends  particu- 
larly on  me,  and  may  have  a  bed  made  for  him  in  the  Garrot 
(South  end)  in  the  room  without  a  fire  place. 

Try  the  Turnip  seed,  in  order  to  prove  its  goodness;  for  it  is 
provoking  to  be  at  the  trouble  and  expence  of  preparing  ground 
for  seed  that  never  vegitates. 

As  I  expect  to  see  you  so  soon,  I  shall  add  nothing  more  at 
this  time  than  that  I  am  etc. 

To  THE  SECRETARIES  OF 
STATE,  TREASURY,  AND  WAR 

Philadelphia,  June  16, 1794. 
Sir:  Tomorrow  I  shall  commence  my  journey  for  Virginia. 
My  absence  from  the  seat  of  Government  will  be  as  short  as  I 
can  make  it,  to  answer  the  purposes  of  my  going.  In  the  interim, 
occurrences  may  happen,  out  of  the  common  rotine  which 
might  suffer  by  delay.  Where  this  is  the  case,  and  the  matter  is 
of  importance,  advise  with  the  other  Secretaries  and  the  Attor- 
ney General,  and  carry  any  unanimous  opinion  into  effect, 
without  suspending  the  execution  for  my  decision  thereon;  but 
advise  me  thereof  by  Post.27 

*To  JAMES  ROSS 

Philadelphia,  June  16, 1794. 
Sir:  I  avail  myself  of  your  obliging  offer,  to  dispose  of  the 
land  I  hold  in  the  Counties  of  Fayette  and  Washington ;  Hereby 
empowering  you  to  sell  the  same  on  the  following  conditions, 
viz,  that  in  the  first  named  County,  at  five  dollars  and  a  third 
pr.  acre;  and  the  other  at  four  dollars  pr.  Acre.  As  you  were  of 

"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Tapers. 
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opinion  when  I  had  the  pleasure  of  conversing  with  you  on  this 
subject,  that  six  dollars  pr.  acre  might  be  had  for  the  first  tract, 
I  hope  the  agregate  of  the  two  will  amount  to  the  sum  I  ask 
for  them. 

If  one  fourth  of  the  money  is  paid  down,  or  within  a  short 
period,  I  would  give  four,  five,  or  six  years  credit  for  the  other 
three  fourths;  provided  the  payment  thereof  is  well  secured, 
agreeably  to  contract;  and  the  interest  in  the  meanwhile  assured 
with  punctuality,  as  it  becomes  due,  in  one  of  the  Banks  of  this 
City;  or  in  either  of  those  of  Baltimore,  George  Town,  or  Alex- 
andria. The  regular  payment  of  which,  at  stated  periods,  being 
a  primary  consideration  with  me. 

The  tract  in  Fayette  County,  contains  1644  acs.,  besides  the 
usual  allowance  of  6  pr.  Ct.  The  other,  by  patent,  is  2813  acres, 
but  by  a  resurvey  was  found  to  measure  more  than  3000  Acs. 
A  description  of  them,  to  you,  would  be  unnecessary;  the  pre- 
sumption being,  that  the  purchaser,  whomsoever  he  may  be, 
will  examine  the  land,  and  judge  for  himself.  It  may  be  amiss 
however,  that  it  should  generally  be  known,  that  both  tracts 
are  improved  and  that  one  of  them  has  a  Mill  thereon,  and  a 
considerable  show  of  Iron  Ore  within  less  than  30  yards  of  the 
mill  house. 

I  have  informed  Colo.  Presly  Neville  (to  whom  I  have  had 
occasion  to  write  on  business)  of  my  having  given  you  power 
to  dispose  of  these  tracts,  and  have  asked  him  (as  he  is  at  the 
mart  of  enquiry  after  Western  lands)  to  recommend  Chapmen 
to  you. 

Having,  from  long  experience,  found  that  landed  property 
at  a  distance  from  the  Proprietor,  is  attended  with  more  plague 
than  profit;  I  have  determined  to  sell  all  the  land  1  hold  on  the 
Ohio  and  Great  Kanhawa  (about  33,000  Acres  in  eight  sur- 
veys) If  I  can  obtain,  by  giving  a  pretty  long  credit,  what  I 
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conceive  it  is  worth.  This  I  have  estimated,  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, to  be  three  dollars  and  a  third  pr.  acre;  and  thought 
the  other  day  I  should  have  parted  with  it  at  that  price  (which 
was  the  reason  I  was  not  more  particular  with  you  when  you 
were  conversing  on  the  subject  of  western  land)  but  as  it  stood 
connected  with  others  still  more  remote  the  result  was  other- 
wise. If  it  should  fall  in  your  way  to  mention  my  intention 
respecting  these  lands  I  would  thank  you.  For  the  reason  al- 
ready mentioned,  a  description  in  detail  of  the  above  land 
would  be  useless.  I  cannot  avoid  adding  however,  that  they  are 
the  cream  of  the  country  in  which  they  lye,  being  the  first 
choice  of  it,  and  all  interval,  and  bounded  by  the  Rivers  on 
which  they  lye  fifty  eight  miles. 

Be  so  good  if  you  should  conclude  a  bargain  for  either  of  the 
tracts  in  this  State,  or  receive  an  offer  for  them,  or  the  lands 
herein  mentioned,  to  give  me  immediate  notice  thereof  to  pre- 
vent any  embarrassment  which  may  arise  from  a  direct  appli- 
cation to  myself.  I  have  a  small  tract  of  234  acs.  comprehending 
the  Great  Meadows  on  Braddock  road,  which  I  would  also 
dispose  of.  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  an  apology  for  this  free- 
dom; but  assure  you  of  the  esteem  with  which  I  am  etc.28 

*To  PRESLEY  NEVILLE 

Philadelphia,  June  16, 1794. 
Sir:  I  should  have  written  you  at  an  earlier  period  but  for  the 
extreme  hurry  into  which  I  was  thrown  at  the  close  of  the  Ses- 
sion of  Congress  (wch.  did  not  terminate  before  monday  last) 
and  from  my  not  having  adverted,  in  time,  to  the  Pittsburg 
Post  day  of  last  week.  This  letter  (as  I  shall  set  out  for  Virginia 
tomorrow)  is  left  to  go  by  next  Saturday's  Mail. 

38 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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Inclosed  is  a  blank  power,29  authorizing  Mr.  Charles  Morgan, 
or  any  other  with  whose  name  you  shall  fill  it,  to  collect  the 
rents  arising  from  my  land  in  Fayette  and  Washington  Coun- 
ties, in  this  State ;  together  with  such  arrearages  as  may  be  due 
for  the  preceding  years,  if  any  there  be.  Another  blank  is  also 
left,  which  I  pray  you  to  fill  up  with  the  pr.  centage  to  be  al- 
lowed as  a  compensation  for  the  trouble  and  expense  of  collec- 
tion. The  inducements  to  this  are,  ist.  because  I  do  not  recollect 
what  Colo.  Cannon  has  been  allowed  for  his  Services,  and, 
2dly.  because  there  is  no  invariable  allowance  established. 
Places  and  circumstances  varying  it. 

A  letter  from  Colo.  Cannon  is  also  inclosed,  requesting  him 
to  give  the  necessary  information  to  his  Successor,  and  to  desire 
that  he  would  discontinue  all  further  agency  in  my  business : 
This  letter  is  left  open,  for  your  insertion  of  the  name  of  his 
Successor.  The  emolument,  arising  from  this  collection,  is  too 
trifling  to  become  an  object  worthy  your  acceptance,  or  I  should 
never  have  inquired  for  another  before  I  had  offered  it  to  you. 

From  the  experience  of  many  years,  I  have  found  distant 
property  in  land  more  pregnant  of  perplexities  than  profit.  I 
have  therefore  resolved  to  sell  all  I  hold  on  the  western  waters, 
if  I  can  obtain  the  prices  which  I  conceive  their  quality,  their 
situation,  and  other  advantages  would  authorise  me  to  expect. 
Conversing  with  Mr.  Ross  (one  of  your  Senators)  on  this  sub- 
ject, a  day  or  two  before  he  left  the  City,  he  gave  it  to  me,  as  his 
opinion  that  the  present  juncture  was  favorable  for  the  sale  of 
my  land  in  this  State,  and  was  so  obliging  as  to  offer  his  services 
to  effect  it.  He  thought  the  quality  of  my  land  in  Fayette 
county,  together  with  the  improvements  and  show  of  Iron  Ore 
within  less  than  30  yards  of  the  Mill  door  ought  on  credit,  to 
command  six  dollars  [an  acre].  The  other  I  have  always  held 

29 Entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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at  four  dollars.  The  first  tract  contains  1644  acres  besides  the 
usual  allowance  of  Six  pr  Ct.  The  latter,  2813  acres  by  the  pat- 
ent, but  it  measures  more  than  3000  acs.  by  a  Subsequent  Survey. 

If,  Sir,  as  you  live  at  Pittsburgh  (the  probable  mart  of  enquiry 
after  land  in  that  country)  you  should  find  it  convenient,  and 
not  militating  against  any  plans  of  your  own,  to  make  mention 
of  mine,  and  to  aid  Mr.  Ross  in  the  sale  of  these  tracts,  it  would 
oblige  me. 

If  a  fourth  of  the  purchase  money  is  paid  at  the  time  of 
conveyance,  a  credit  of  four,  five,  or  six  years  might  be  allowed 
for  the  remainder;  provided  it  is  fully  secured;  and  the  interest 
thereon  regularly  paid  at  one  of  the  Banks  in  this  State,  Balti- 
more, George  Town,  or  Alexandria.  To  receive  this  without 
trouble,  and  with  punctuality,  as  it  becomes  due,  will  be  in- 
sisted upon. 

My  land  on  the  Ohio  and  Great  Kanhawa  Rivers,  amount- 
ing to  32,373  As 30  was  once  sold  for  Sixty  five  thousand  French 
Crowns,  to  a  French  Gentleman,31  who  was  very  competent 
to  the  payment,  at  the  time  the  contract  was  made;  but,  get- 
ting a  little  embarrassed  in  his  finances  by  the  Revolution  in 
his  Country,  by  mutual  agreement  the  bargain  was  canceled. 
Lately,  I  have  been  in  treaty  for  the  same  land,  at  three  dollars 
and  a  third  pr.  acre,  for  the  whole  quantity;  but  it  being  con- 
nected with  other  mfatters]  is  not  likely  to  result  in  a  bargain 
as  I  once  expected,  and  therefore  I  am  at  liberty  to  seek  another 
market. 

To  give  a  further  description  of  these  lands  than  to  say  they  are 
the  cream  of  the  Country  in  which  they  are;  that  they  were  the 
first  choice  of  it;  and  that  the  whole  is  on  the  margin  of  the  Riv- 
ers and  bounded  thereby  for  58  miles,  would  be  unnecessary 

30  Acres. 
"DeBarth. 
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to  you  who  must  have  a  pretty  accurate  idea  of  them  and 
their  value.  But  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  add  for  the  information 
of  others  that  the  quantity  before  mentioned  is  contained  in 
Seven  Surveys,  to  wit :  three  on  the  Ohio  East  Side,  between 
the  mouths  of  the  little  and  Great  Kanhawa.  The  first,  is  the 
first  large  bottom  below  the  mouth  of  the  little  [Kanhaw]a 
containing  2314  acres,  and  is  bounded  by  the  river  ^  miles. 
The  2d.  is  the  4th  large  bottom,  on  the  same  side  of  the  River, 
about  16  miles  lower  down,  containing  2448  acs.  bounded  by 
the  River  3  miles.  The  3d.  is  the  next  large  bottom,  3%  miles 
below,  and  opposite,  nearly  to  the  great  bend  containing  4395 
acs.  with  a  margin  on  the  river  of  5  miles.  The  other  four 
tracts  are  on  the  Great  Kanhawa.  the  first  of  them  contains 
10990  acrs.  on  the  west  side  and  begins  with  two  or  three 
miles  of  the  mouth  of  it  and  bound  thereby  for  more  than 
17  miles.  The  2d.  is  on  the  East  side  of  the  River  a  little  higher 
up,  containing  7276  acs.  and  bounded  by  the  River  13  miles. 
The  other  two  are  at  the  mouth  of  Cole  River,  on  both  sides 
and  in  the  fork  thereof  containing  together  4950  acs.,  and  like 
the  others  are  all  interval  land  having  a  front  upon  the  water 
of  twelve  miles. 

Besides  these,  I  have  the  round  bottom,  opposite  to  Pipe 
Creek,  about  15  miles  below  Wheeling;  which  contains  587 
acs.  with  2^4  miles  front  on  the  River,  and  of  quality  inferior 
to  none  thereon.  And  234 J4  acs.  at  the  Great  Meadows  on 
Braddocks  Road  with  the  allowances. 

For  the  whole  of  these  tracts  taken  together,  I  would  allow 
seven  years  credit,  without  requiring  a  fourth  of  the  pur- 
chase money  to  be  paid  down,  provided  the  principal  is  amply 
secured,  and  the  interest  also  in  the  manner  before  mentioned, 
for  to  have  no  disappointment  or  trouble  in  the  receipt  of  this 
must  be  a  Sine  qua  non.  If  the  tracts  are  sold  separately,  I 
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should  expect  a  fourth  of  the  purchase  to  be  paid  down  and 
more  than  3!/4  dollars  pr.  Acre  for  the  round  bottom,  and  the 
tract  of  10990  Acs.  on  the  Great  Kanhawa  know[ing]  from 
my  own  view  the  extraordinary  value  of  these  tracts.  With 
very  great  esteem  etc. 

To  JOHN  CANNON 

Philadelphia,  June  16,  1794. 

Sir:  The  continual  disappointments  I  meet  with  in  the  re- 
ceipt of  my  rents  under  your  collection,  in  the  Counties  of 
Fayette  and  Washington,  lays  me  under  the  painful  necessity 
of  placing  this  business  in  other  hands. 

Accordingly  it  is  entrusted  to  32 ;  to  whom  I  request  you 

will  give  a  list  of  the  Tenants  on  both  tracts;  the  amount  of 
their  respective  rents;  and  what  is  due  from  each  farm;  in  so 
doing  you  will  oblige,  Sir,  Your  etc.33 

*To  GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS 
(Private) 

Baltimore,  June  19, 1794. 
My  dear  Sir:  The  difficulty  (under  existing  circumstances) 
of  knowing  what  to  write  to  you,  had  determined  me  to  write 
nothing,  but  to  let  the  matter  rest  altogether  upon  the  public 
communications  from  The  Secretary  of  State.  Coming  to  this 
place,  however,  (on  a  flying  trip  to  Mount  Vernon)  and  find- 
ing the  Vessel  in  which  Mr.  Monroe  is  on  board,  had  not  left 
the  River,  I  have  so  far  departed  from  my  determination  as  to 


^Left  blank  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
33 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
On  June  17  Washington  left  Philadelphia  for  Mount  Vernon. 
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be  seated  in  order  to  assure  you  that  my  confidence  in,  and 
friendship  and  regard  for  you,  remains  undiminished.  To 
time,  and  your  own  observations,  if  you  should  return  imme- 
diately to  this  country,  I  commit  the  rest;  and  It  will  be  noth- 
ing new  to  assure  you  that  I  am  always  and  very  sincerely 
Yours  etc. 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Baltimore,  June  19, 1794. 

Sir:  At  five  o'Clock  this  afternoon,  I  reached  this  place,  and 
shall  proceed  on  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  Adams'  Commission,  as  Minister  resident  to  the  United 
Netherlands,  was  signed,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  before  I  left 
Philada.  If  his  letters  of  credence  are  forwarded  to  me  by  the 
post,  they  also  shall  be  signed  and  return'd  to  you;  to  supercede 
the  necessity  of  his  waiting  for  them,  in  case  everything  else 
should  be  in  readiness,  before  I  return. 

As  his  duties  at  the  Hague,  will  be  few  and  simple,  chiefly 
of  a  precuniary  sort,  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  detaining 
him  to  obtain  my  approbation  of  his  instructions;  but  I  would 
have  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  consulted  thereon.34 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

(Private) 

Mount  Vernon,  June  25, 1794. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  18th.  instant  came  to  me  by  the 
Post  which  arrived  in  Alexandria  on  Monday  evening.  It  is  not 
more  unusual,  than  it  is  difficult,  to  account  for  the  motives 

34 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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which  induce  Govr.  M  's35  either  to  antidate,  or  to  detain 
after  they  are  written,  the  letters  which  I  receive  from  him. 
That  there  is  design  in  it,  admits  of  little  doubt  in  my  mind. 

The  publication  respecting  Genl.  Wayne,  which  you  will 
find  in  the  enclosed  paper,  taken  from  the  Martinsburgh  Ga- 
zette, is  very  unpleasant;  it  is  said  to  be  the  production  of  one 
Glen,  or  Lynn,3'6  a  resigned  Officer;  but  which,  or  whether 
either,  of  these  is  the  name  Doctr.  Craik,  who  gave  it  to  me, 
was  not  sure.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  decide  what  notice  ought  to  be 
taken  of  such  a  publication,  something,  however,  on  public  and 
private  acct.,  seems  to  require  that  he  should  not  be  left  igno- 
rant of  the  accusations  with  which  he  is  charged.  You  will  con- 
sider the  case  well  and  act  accordingly. 

Going  from  the  Federal  City  (on  Sunday  morning)37  to 
view  the  Locks,  and  Canal  at  the  little  Falls  of  Potomac,  my 
horse,  whose  feet  had  got  very  tender  from  the  journey,  blun- 
dered and  continued  blundering  until  by  violent  exertions  on 
my  part,  to  save  him  and  myself  from  falling  among  the  Rocks, 
I  got  such  a  wrench  in  my  back,  as  to  prevent  me  from  mount- 
ing a  horse  without  pain;  of  course  it  has  deprived  me,  in  a  great 
degree,  of  the  accomplishment  of  the  purpose  of  my  visit  to  this 
place.  Whether  it  will  retard  my  return  a  few  days  longer  than 
I  had  allotted,  is  more  than  I  am  able,  at  this  moment,  to  decide ; 
it  shall  not,  if  I  can  avoid  it  without  injuring  myself.  I  am  etc.38 

*To  JAMES  MONROE 

Mount  Vernon,  June  25, 1794. 
Dear  Sir:  I  expected  to  have  put  the  enclosed39  into  your 
hands  at  Baltimore,  on  my  way  to  this  place;  but  you  had  left 

"Gov.  Thomas  Mifflin,  of  Pennsylvania. 

86 James  Glenn  (Glen).   He  was  a  lieutenant  from  Berkeley  County  and  had  re- 
signed in  March,  1794. 
37  June  22. 

33 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
™  Washington's  letter  to  Gouverneur  Morris,  June  19,  1794,  q.  v. 
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it  in  the  morning  of  the  day  I  got  there.  I  now  beg  leave  to  trou- 
ble you  with  the  delivery,  or  the  forwarding  of  it. 

I  hope  you  and  Mrs.  Monroe  have  had  a  pleasant  passage  and 
are  well.  My  best  respects  attend  her,  and  I  am  etc.40 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
(Private) 

Mount  Vernon,  June  25, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  Monday's  Post  brought  me  your  letter  of  the  18th. 
instant,  with  its  enclosures.  The  Minister  of  his  Britanic  Maj- 
esty,41 seems  more  disposed  to  be  captious  than  conciliatory. 
Whether  it  proceeds  from  his  ideas  of  policy,  the  advice  of  his 
counsellors,  or  a  natural  petulance  of  temper,  remains  to  be 
developed.42 

The  enclosed  letter,  from  Mr.  Reuben  Harvey,43  is  similar  to 
one  I  reed,  from  him  some  time  ago,  and  which  I  either  gave,  or 
intended  to  give,  to  you.  Do,  as  shall  appear  to  you  right  with 
them.  I  shall  endeavor  to  be  back  by  the  time  I  allotted,  before 
I  left  Philadelphia,  if  I  am  able ;  but  an  exertion,  to  save  my  horse 
and  self  from  falling  among  rocks  at  the  lower  Falls  of  the  Po- 
tomac (whither  I  went  on  Sunday  morng.  to  see  the  Canal  and 
Locks)  has  wrenched  my  back  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent 
my  riding;  and,  hitherto,  has  defeated  the  purposes  for  which 
I  came  home.  My  stay  here,  will  only  be  until  I  can  ride  with 
ease  and  safety,  whether  I  accomplish  my  own  business  or  not. 
I  am  &c. 


"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

41  George  Hammond. 

^Secretary  of  State  Randolph  had  written  to  Washington  (June  20)  that  "from  the 
whole  tenor  of  his  [Hammond's]  correspondence,  he  seems  to  be  exceedingly  petulent; 
exposes  many  weak  sides;  does  his  cause  an  injury;  thinks  that  it  is  something  to  say 
the  last  word,  however  unimportant  it  may  be;  and  endeavors  to  keep  up  a  fog,  until 
he  sees  the  course  which  his  court  may  take."  Randolph's  letter  is  entered  in  the 
*  Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

cOf  Cork,  Ireland. 
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*To  GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS 
(Private) 

Mount  Vernon,  June  25, 1794. 

My  dear  Sir:  The  sole  object  of  the  enclosed  letter44  was  to 
evince  to  you,  that  notwithstanding  your  recall,  you  held  the 
same  place  in  my  estimation  that  you  did  before  it  happened. 
I  expected  to  have  got  the  letter  into  Colo.  Monroes  hands  be- 
fore the  Vessel  in  which  he  was,  had  left  Petapsco  River;  but  a 
fresh  and  fair  wind  coming  up,  prevented  its  reaching  him. 

Since  my  arrival  at  this  place  I  have  been  favored  with  your 
private  letter  of  the  12th.  of  March,  enclosing  duplicate  of  the 
5th.  of  Feby.  For  both  I  thank  you.  To  common  accidents,  or 
to  the  interception  of  letters  for  purposes  to  be  guessed,  are  to 
be  ascribed  those  disappointments  of  which  you  complain;  for 
I  am  almost  certain,  information  of  what  was  going  forward  in 
this  country,  was  regularly  transmitted  to  you:  possibly,  and 
probably,  not  by  duplicates,  which  ought  to  have  been  the  case, 
for  the  greater  certainty  of  getting  it  to  you. 

The  uncertainty  (where  letters  are  not  entrusted  to  confiden- 
tial persons,  or  sent  by  special  messengers)  of  their  getting  to 
hand,  will  restrain  me  from  going  into  detail  at  this  time.  I 
shall  only  add  therefore  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt 
of  the  above  letters,  that  I  am  entirely  ignorant  of  the  source 
from  whence,  or  the  foundation  on  which,  Major  Jackson  has 
erected  the  fabrics  of  your  recall,  and  your  successor.  Directly 
nor  indirectly,  could  he  have  derived  them  from  me,  for  the 
best  of  all  reasons,  viz,  that  not  until  some  considerable  time 
after  Mr.  Fauchet  had  arrived  in  this  country,  did  I  entertain  an 
idea  of  the  first;  or  contemplate  the  latter;  for  until  then,  I  had 

**  Washington's  letter  to  Gouverneur  Morris,  June  19,  1794,  q.  v. 
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supposed  you  stood  well  with  the  powers  that  were.  Sure  I  am, 
nothing  short  of  evidence  to  the  contrary  (with  the  request  that 
accompanied  it)  would  have  induced  the  measure.  To  Majr. 
Jackson  I  have  never  written  a  line  since  he  left  this  Country, 
nor  received  one  from  him. 

The  prospective  you  have  drawn  is  not  very  pleasing;  but  it 
serves  to  make  one  more  anxious  for  a  nearer  view. 

The  affairs  of  this  country  cannot  go  amiss.  There  are  so 
many  watchful  guardians  of  them,  and  such  infallible  guides, 
that  one  is  at  no  loss  for  a  director  at  every  turn.  But  of  these 
matters  I  shall  say  little;  if  you  are  disposed  to  return  to  it,  leave 
you  to  judge  of  them  from  your  own  observation.  My  primary 
objects,  and  to  which  I  have  steadily  adhered,  have  been  to 
preserve  the  country  in  peace  if  I  can,  and  to  be  prepared  for 
war  if  I  cannot.  To  effect  the  first  upon  terms  consistent  with 
the  respect  which  is  due  to  ourselves,  and  with  honor,  justice 
and  good  faith  to  all  the  world,  Mr.  Jay  (and  not  Mr.  Jefferson 
as  hath  been  suggested  to  you)  embarked  as  Envoy  extraordi- 
nary for  England,  about  the  middle  of  May.  If  he  succeeds, 
well.  If  he  does  not,  why,  knowing  the  worst,  we  must  take 
measures  accordingly.  I  am  yours  affectionately. 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Mount  Vernon,  June  27, 1794. 

Sir:  I  have  duly  received  your  several  Letters  of  the  20.  21. 
and  22  instant,  with  their  enclosures.  The  only  matter  which 
seems  to  require  my  immediate  attention  is  contained  in  the 
last  of  them. 

I  am  not  disposed,  under  my  present  view  of  the  case,  to 
inform  Mr.  Hammond,  that  our  Envoy  at  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don, shall  be  specially  instructed  on  the  point  of  compensation 
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for  british  vessels  captur'd  by  French  privateers,  contrary  to  the 
rules  which  have  been  established  by  this  Government;  as 
the  general  powers  of  the  sd.  Envoy  extends  to  and  embrace 
this  object.  But  would  it  be  amiss  to  let  him  know  informally 
and  verbally,  that  Mr.  Jay's  powers  go  to  this,  as  well  as  to  other 
cases. 

I  well  remember  the  precaution  I  used  to  prevent  any  further 
commitment  of  the  Executive  on  this  head,  than  a  mere  expres- 
sion of  his  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure.  This 
having  been  complied  with  in  the  communication  to  Congress 
of  the  5  of  December,  the  matter  had  better  remain,  in  my 
opinion,  upon  the  ground  it  now  stands,  until  things  are  a  little 
more  developed.  In  the  mean  time,  some  such  written  official 
answer  as  you  have  suggested  (softened  as  it  can  well  bear) 
might  be  given  to  Mr.  Hammond.45 

*To  THOMAS  JOHNSON 

Mount  Vernon,  June  27, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  I  regret  not  having  met  you  at  the  Federal  City,  on 
my  way  home;  and  was  concerned  for  the  cause  of  the  disap- 
pointment. 

I  have  made  no  choice  yet  of  persons  to  supply  the  places  of 
yourself  and  Doctr.  Stuart,  as  Commissioners;  nor,  in  truth,  do 
I  know  on  whom  to  fix,  for  this  purpose,  at  this  stage  of  the 
business,  and  under  present  circumstances. 

Mr.  Grenleaf  gave  me  some  reasons  to  believe  that  you 
were  about  to  become  a  resident  of  the  Federal  City.  I  was 
pleased  therewith ;  because  it  created  a  hope  (that  if  this  should 
happen)  that  you  might  find  it  convenient  to  remain  in 
your  present  Office;  and  because  experience  has  shewn  the 

"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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expediency  of  the  Commissioners,  or  one  of  them  at  least, 
residing  on  the  spot. 

It  is  too  much,  I  am  satisfied,  to  expect  such  attendance  and 
services  as  they  have  rendered  for  their  present  allowance;  nor 
was  it  ever  intended,  by  me,  to  impose  so  much  on  them  for 
such  compensation.  My  ideas  (as  my  letters  to  all,  or  some  of 
the  Gentlemen  will  prove)  always  were,  that  it  was  the  part 
of  a  Superintendant  to  perform  what  has  been  done  by  the 
Commissioners  themselves.  But  I  see  a  greater  difficulty  since 
the  trials  that  have  been  made  than  I  did  before,  in  getting  a 
man  adequate  to  this  business ;  and  therefore  some  change  in 
the  system  seems  indispensible. 

I  cannot,  however,  think  of  making  any  material  change  in 
it  without  placing  it  at  the  option  of  yourself  and  Doctr.  Stuart 
to  avail  yourselves  thereof  altho'  he  seems  resolved  from  the 
last  conversation  I  had  with  him,  against  continuing  at  any 
rate;  but  suggested  an  idea  which  strikes  me  at  first  sight  favor- 
ably, if  the  Law  (which  I  have  not  by  me  to  consult,  nor  would 
wish  to  bring  before  Congress  for  amendment)  would  justify 
the  measure.  It  is,  that  one  of  the  Commissioners  who  should  be 
obliged  to  reside  in  the  City)  shall  be  the  acting  person;  and 
be  well  paid  for  his  superintendance  and  the  particular  attention 
he  shall  give  to  the  business;  that  at  stated  periods,  or  as  occa- 
sion might  require,  the  other  two,  whether  of  the  City  or  coun- 
try should  attend,  and  be  compensated  by  the  day,  or  otherwise, 
according  to  the  trouble,  or  extent  of  their  services.  In  this  case 
the  funds  might  afford  adequate  compensation  for  actual  serv- 
ices; and  in  this  case  also,  it  would  be  gratifying  to  me,  and  I 
dare  say  to  others,  if  you  would  be  the  resident  Commissioner, 
and  Superintendant. 

I  see  but  one  thing  that  can  be  suggested  as  an  objection  to 
such  a  plan,  and  that  is  blending  the  Offices  of  Commissioner 
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and  Superintendant  in  the  same  person;  but  I  can  see  many 
advantages  that  would  result  from  it  in  the  hands  of  a  compe- 
tent character,  on  the  spot. 

If  this  plan  cannot  be  adopted,  some  other  and  better  allow- 
ance than  the  present  must  be  made  to  the  three;  all  or  some  of 
whom,  must  reside  in  the  City.  But  to  allow  £600  pr.  Annum 
to  each,  is  more,  I  conceive,  than  would  meet  approbation, 
although  it  might  not  be  more  than  they  deserved. 

I  would  thank  you  for  your  full  and  candid  sentiments  upon 
the  several  parts  of  this  letter  and  as  soon  as  convenient.  If  I 
am  able  from  the  wrench  I  got  at  the  lower  Falls  on  Sunday 
last,  to  travel,  I  shall  set  out  for  Philadelphia  on  thursday  next, 
you  will  be  pleased  therefore  to  direct  to  me  here,  or  there 
according  to  the  time  you  may  receive  this  letter.  With  much 
esteem  etc.46 

*To  CHARLES  LEE 

Mount  Vernon,  June  27, 1794. 
Dear  Sir:  If  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  let  me  know  what  I  am 
indebted  to  you  on  acct.  of  Colvills  Estate,  or  any  other,  I  will 
pay  the  money  before  I  return,  or  leave  the  same  for  my  Man- 
ager to  do.  I  am  etc.47 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Mount  Vernon,  June  30, 1794. 
Sir :  Your  Letter  of  the  24  instant,  covering  the  resignation 
of  the  Collector  of  Hampton,  and  a  letter  from  Colo.  Carring- 
ton  recommending  a  successor  to  that  office,  came  to  hand  by 
the  last  post. 

^From  the  original  kindly  loaned  by  J.  Alexis  Shriver,  of  Bel  Air,  Md.,  for  tran- 
scribing. 

*7From  a  photostat  of  the  original  in  the  Delaware  Historical  Society. 
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As  Govr.  Lee  is  (I  believe)  yet  in  Alexandria,  I  will  suspend 
my  choice  in  hopes  of  deriving  some  aid  from  his  information 
on  this  head;  as  he  has  lately  been  a  good  deal  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Hampton.  I  do  it  too  because  I  expect  to  com- 
mence my  journey  for  Philadelphia  on  Thursday  next,  and 
because  I  hope  no  inconvenience  in  the  interim,  will  result 
from  the  delay. 

Further  communications  from  your  department  may  be  sus- 
pended until  my  return  to  Philada.,  especially  as  I  am  not  de- 
termined as  to  my  rout,  wishing  to  travel  the  smoothest  road. 

You  have  said  nothing  respecting  a  Successor  to  the  Col- 
lector of  York.  This  matter,  in  order  that  equal  justice  may  be 
measured  to  all,  is  necessary.48 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

Mount  Vernon,  June  30,  1794. 

Sir :  Your  letter  of  the  25th.  instt,  enclosing  letters  from  Gen- 
erals Wayne  and  Chapin,  and  from  the  Contracter  Williams, 
came  safe  by  Fridays  Post.  On  neither  shall  I  say  anything  at 
present;  because  (if  I  find  myself  able  to  bear  jolting  over  the 
infamous  roads  I  have  to  travel)  I  shall,  on  thursday,  com- 
mence my  journey  for  Philadelphia,  and  proceed  by  easy  stages. 
For  this  reason,  and  because  it  is  probable  (if  upon  enquiry  at 
George  Town,  I  shall  find  the  upper  road  best,  I  may  take  it, 
It  becomes  expedient  to  detain  yr.  further  communications 
until  my  arrival  at  the  seat  of  Government. 

But  once  since  I  came  home,  have  I  attempted  to  mount  a 
horse,  and  then  was  obliged,  very  soon,  to  quit  him.  However, 
as  I  am  mending  fast,  my  absence  from  Philada.  shall  not  be 

From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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delayed  an  hour,  for  any  private  business  of  my  own,  so  soon 
as  I  am  in  a  condition  to  travel. 


To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Mount  Vernon,  June  30, 1794. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  25  instant  enclosing  one  from  Mr.  G. 
Morris  of  the  7  March,  came  duly  to  hand.  The  measures  you 
have  taken  in  consequence  thereof,  appear  to  be  expedient  and 
proper. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  by  his  private  letters  (two  of  which  I  send 
for  your  perusal,  and  to  be  returned)  that  he  and  our  other 
Ministers  abroad,  are  continually  repeating  and  complaining 
of  their  want  of  information  from  the  Department  of  State. 
This,  I  am  sensible,  does  not  apply  to  you,  because,  among 
other  reasons,  there  has  not  been  time  between  your  coming 
into  office  and  the  dates  of  their  letters,  for  ground  of  such 
complaints.  Nor  do  I  think  it  applicable  to  your  predecessor, 
further  than  as  it  may  have  proceeded  from  miscarriages  and 
the  want  of  duplicates.  As,  however,  the  evil  complained  of, 
may  be  attended  with  serious  consequences  if  not  remedied, 
I  am  led  to  take  this  notice  of  it,  in  order  that  duplicates 
always,  and  in  certain  cases  triplicates,  may  be  forwarded  for 
the  information  and  government  of  our  agents  in  foreign 
Countries. 

I  expect  to  leave  this  on  Thursday  for  Philadelphia,  and  if, 
upon  enquiry  at  George  town,  I  should  find  the  upper  road  the 
smoothest  and  best,  I  shall  proceed  by  it,  for  these  reasons  it  is 
adviseable  to  withhold  your  further  communications  until  I 
shall  have  arrived  at  the  seat  of  the  government.49 

"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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To  FRANCIS  DEAKINS 

Mount  Vernon,  July  i,  1794. 

The  letter  with  which  you  were  pleased  to  favor  me  dated 
the  12th  ultimo,  I  received  at  George  Town  on  my  way  to  this 
place. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  ready  compliance  with 
my  request,  and  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  to  examine  into 
the  trespasses  which  have  been  committed  on  my  part  of  Wood- 
stock manor.  The  footing  on  which  you  have  placed  the  col- 
lection and  deposit  of  the  rents,  on  my  behalf,  is  very  agreeable 
to  me;  and  I  thank  you  for  the  assurance  that  you  will  have 
an  eye  to  my  interest  in  your  neighbourhood. 

I  should  greatly  prefer  the  cultivation  of  wheat  to  Tobacco, 
on  those  lands,  and  I  should  have  thought  myself  happy  in 
having  such  a  tenant  as  Mr.  Oneil;  but  it  is  long  since  I  have 
formed  a  fixed  resolution  never  to  let  land  to  any  one  who 
does  not  live  on  it,  but  adjoining  thereto;  because  I  have  found 
from  experience,  in  all  these  cases,  that  my  land  has  always 
been  pressed  hard  to  save  their  own;  and  of  the  improvements 
which  it  ought  to  receive  from  the  stock,  litter  &c,  it  hath 
been  robbed  for  the  benefit  of  the  other.  I  mean  by  no  means 
to  suggest  that  this  would  be  the  case  with  Mr.  Oneil,  but  to 
shew  the  principle  on  which  my  resolution  has  been  founded. 
Besides  it  might  be  inconvenient  perhaps  to  the  tenants  that 
are  on  the  land  to  be  dispossessed.  With  great  esteem  etc.50 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Mount  Vernon,  July  2, 1794. 
Dear  Sir :  Your  private  letter  of  the  22d.  of  June  came  duly  to 
hand,  and  for  the  opinion  contained  in  it,  I  thank  you.  I  always 

^From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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feel  sincere  gratification  from  the  frankness,  and  unreserved 
advice  of  my  friends,  whether  it  coincides  with  my  own  senti- 
ments or  not.51 

As  Congress,  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred,  did  not  (from 
causes  unknown  to  me)  think  proper  to  take  up  the  subject  of 
compensation  for  British  Vessels,  captured  by  the  proscribed 
Privateers  of  France;  and  as  this  is  one  of  the  subjects  commit- 
ted to  Mr.  Jays  negotiation,  or  at  least  within  his  powers,  I  do 


51  Hamilton  had  written  (June  22) :  "The  Secretary  of  State  in  referring  to  you  the 
question  of  the  answer  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Hammond  concerning  compensation  for 
certain  captured  vessels  will  I  presume  transmit  to  you  the  opinions  of  the  other  Gen- 
tlemen as  well  as  his  own.  Besides  the  reasons  hastily  sketched  in  the  memorandums 
given  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  there  is  one  of  a  delicate  nature  which  I  did  not  think 
fit  to  put  on  a  paper  which  might  become  a  public  document  but  which  I  think  ought 
to  be  submitted  to  your  consideration. 

"Though  the  form  of  only  giving  the  opinion  of  the  President  that  it  was  incum- 
bent upon  the  U  States  to  make  compensation  in  the  case  has  been  used,  yet  between 
nation  and  nation  this  is  equivalent  to  a  virtual  engagement  that  compensation  will 
be  made;  and  we  were  all  sensible  in  advising  the  President  to  give  that  opinion 
(which  advice  was  unanimous),  that  a  noncompliance  with  it  would  be  a  serious 
commitment  of  the  character  of  the  Nation,  the  Government  and  the  President. 
Indeed  if  the  Legislature  should  not  do  its  part,  under  such  circumstances,  it  would 
necessarily  give  birth  to  considerations  very  embarrassing  to  the  delicacy  of  the  President. 

"In  such  a  posture  of  things  is  it  not  adviseable  to  narrow  the  obstacles  to  a  right 
issue  of  the  business?  If  Mr.  Jay  is  instructed  to  insert  a  formal  stipulation  in  a  general 
arrangement,  the  senate  only  will  have  to  concur.  If  provision  is  to  be  made  by  law, 
both  houses  must  concur.  The  difference  is  easily  seen.  And  it  is  a  case  where  the 
point  of  honor  is  too  materially  concerned  not  to  dictate  the  expediency  of  leaving  as 
little  hazard  as  possible  upon  the  issue.  It  is  impossible  that  any  questions  can  arise 
about  the  propriety  of  giving  this  course  to  die  business.  When  we  are  demanding 
compensation  for  our  captured  vessels  and  goods  it  is  the  simplest  thing  in  the  world 
to  stipulate  compensation  for  those  of  great  Britain,  which  we  acknowledge  to  have 
been  unlawfully  made  within  our  territory  or  by  the  use  of  our  means.  It  is  also  with 
me  a  material  consideration  that  the  coupling  this  with  die  other  objects  of  Mr.  Jay's 
negotiation  may  tend  to  disembarrass  in  future.  If  the  compensation  we  seek  fails,  it 
may  be  a  good  answer  to  the  claim  on  the  other  side,  that  they  were  endeavored, 
without  success  to  be  made  a  subject  of  reciprocal  stipulation.  I  speak  with  reference 
to  the  Individuals  concerned. 

"I  may  be  perhaps  too  nice.  But  this  is  one  of  those  questions,  in  which  ideas  of 
sincerity  good  faith  and  honor,  in  a  relation  which  must  always  engage  my  particular 
solicitude,  press  my  judgment  to  a  course  of  proceeding  which  is  calculated  to  dispel 
all  doubts."  Hamilton's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

Jay's  powers,  as  noted  in  the  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  President,  as  signed 
on  May  7,  consisted  of  three  separate  points:  "  1  as  to  the  treaty  of  peace;  2.  treaty  of 
Commerce;  3.  Vexations  and  spoliations." 
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not  feel  disposed  to  make  any  further,  or  more  pointed  declara- 
tion to  Mr.  Hammond  on  this  head,  at  this  time. 

My  understanding  of  the  original  communication  of  this 
business  to  that  Gentleman,  differs  very  widely  from  your  in- 
terpretation of  it.  It  is  well  known  to  the  late  Secretary  of  State,52 
that  more  than  once,  I  pointedly  desired  that  the  expression  be 
so  guarded  as  to  convey  nothing  more  than  an  opinion  of  the 
Executive.  This  it  may  be  said  (and  I  think)  ought  to  have 
been,  confirmed  by  the  Legislature ;  but  the  fact  is  otherwise : 
and  although  the  usage  of  other  Nations  may  be  opposed  to  this 
practice,  the  difference  may  result  from  the  difference  between 
their  Constitutions  and  ours,  and  from  the  prerogative  of  their 
Executives. 

The  powers  of  the  Executive  of  the  U.  States  are  more  defi- 
nite, and  better  understood  perhaps  than  those  of  almost  any 
other  Country ;  and  my  aim  has  been,  and  will  continue  to  be, 
neither  to  stretch,  nor  relax  from  them  in  any  instance  what- 
ever, unless  imperious  circumstances  shd.  render  the  measure 
indispensible. 

Under  this  view  of  the  Subject,  unless  the  case  was  more 
urgent  than  I  think  it  the  matter  (as  it  respects  Mr.  Hammond) 
had  better  I  conceive  remain  on  the  footing  it  now  stands ;  al- 
though I  have  no  objection,  as  I  had  written  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  (before  I  had  received  your  private  letter)  that  he  might 
be  informed  informally,  and  verbally,  that  the  negotiation  of 
this,  as  well  as  other  matters  was  transmitted  to  his  own  Court. 
With  sincere  esteem  etc.53 


52  Jefferson. 

53 From  the  Hamilton  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

On  July  2  Washington  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  State  "Tomorrow  I  commence  my 
journey  for  the  seat  of  Governmt."  This  letter  is  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Wash- 
ington Papers.  The  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  President  notes  that  "  the  Presi- 
dent arrived  in  Philada.  from  Virginia  on  Monday  7.  July  about  5  o'Clock  P.  M." 
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To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Philadelphia,  July  9, 1794. 
Sir :  Your  letter  of  yesterday  was  handed  to  me  this  day.  As 
delay  under  present  circumstances  may  attend  the  negotiation 
of  a  Loan  in  Holland  by  our  Minister  Resident  there,  for  the 
purpose  of  the  Algierine  business,  it  appears  to  me  expedient  to 
send  a  power  to  our  Commissioners  at  Amsterdam  for  that 
purpose.54 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

(Private) 

Philadelphia,  July  11, 1794. 

Dear  Sir :  I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  your  little  Son  continues  in- 
disposed, and  wish  you  to  carry  him  into  the  Country  for  a  few 
days,  if  it  is  conceived  that  exercise  and  change  of  Air  will  be  of 
Service  to  him. 

Before  you  go,  or  as  soon  after  as  convenient,  I  should  be  glad 
to  receive  your  opinion  in  writing,  on  the  Kentucky  and  Geor- 
gia business ;  both  of  which  have  been  communicated  to  you  by 
the  Secretaries  of  State  and  of  War,  or  one  of  them,  according 
to  the  information  I  have  received. 

I  sincerely  wish  that  the  excursion  you  propose  may  have 
the  desired  effect.  I  am  etc.55 

PS.  Have  you  draughted  any  answer  yet  to  the  Letter  of  the 
Marquis  of  Lansdown  to  me,  introductory  of  the  Bishop  of 
Autun?58 


MFrom  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

"From  the  Hamilton  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

^Charles  Maurice  de  Talleyrand-Perigord. 

From  the  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  President,  July  n,  1794,  is  the  follow- 
ing: "Met  Piamingo  chief  of  the  Chicasaw  nation,  and  other  chiefs  &c.  of  the  same 
nation,  at  12  o'clock  deliv'd  a  short  speech  to  them;  smoak'd  the  peace-pipe,  eat, 
drank  &c.  and  then  retir'd."  No  copy  of  this  speech,  which  was  drafted  by  Knox,  is 
now  found  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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*To  WILLLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  July  13, 1794. 

Mr.  Pearce :  Your  letter  of  the  9th.,  with  the  reports  of  the 
preceeding  week,  came  to  my  hands  yesterday.  I  arrived  in 
this  City  myself  on  Monday,  made  rather  worse  by  my  journey 
and  a  wetting  I  got  on  the  road  on  Saturday,  having  travelled 
all  day  through  a  constant  rain. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  the  wet  weather  continues  to  throw 
your  work  backward,  especially  ploughing,  as  I  am  sensible 
you  have  much  of  it  to  do,  and  all  of  it  pressing  to  be  done;  for 
if  the  Buck  wheat  is  not  ploughed  in  while  it  is  in  a  green  and 
succulent  state,  to  have  it  on  the  ground  will  prove  an  injury, 
instead  of  a  benefit;  because  it  is  from  the  juices  of  this  plant 
that  the  putrefaction  and  fermentation  proceeds,  and  causes  it 
to  become  a  manure.  If  the  plant  therefore  is  suffered  to  stand 
until  the  straw  gets  dry  and  hard,  it  returns  nothing  to  the 
earth,  but  on  the  contrary  draws  much  from  it.  It  is  high  time 
also  that  the  Buckwheat  intended  for  Seed,  was  in  the  ground, 
as  the  usual  time  of  sowing  it  in  these  parts  for  a  Crop,  is  from 
the  first  to  the  15th.  of  this  month.  These  two  things  in  addi- 
tion to  the  necessary  working  of  the  Corn  for  the  double  pur- 
pose of  keeping  it  clean,  and  preparing  the  ground  for  wheat, 
will  require  all  your  skill  and  exertion ;  and  I  am  well  persuaded 
you  will  use  both  to  the  best  advantage  for  my  interest,  if  all 
cannot,  from  wet  weather,  or  other  causes,  be  accomplished  in 
due  season. 

It  would  be  matter  of  regret  if  the  oats  should  have  sustained 
injury  from  the  weather  we  have  had,  or  may  have ;  as  the  Crop 
looked  very  promising  when  I  left  home.  Begin  to  cut  them 
early;  standing  in  a  few  bundles  or  sheafs  together  will  ripen 
them  without  injury,  if  they  are  not  sufficiently  so  when  cut. 
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The  Grass  too,  will,  by  this  time,  stand  in  need  of  the  Scythes, 
and  I  hope  all  the  Hay  that  can,  will  be  made,  and  all  spots  (in 
the  new  meadows)  not  sufficiently  covered,  will  be  replenished 
abundantly  with  good  seed  and  scratched  in  with  harrows  or 
rakes  with  iron  teeth.  It  is  much  my  wish  to  have  the  meadows 
well  set  with  grass  and  the  sprouts  from  stumps,  weeds  and  all 
other  trash  exterminated.  These  things  cannot,  I  am  sensible, 
be  done  in  a  moment,  nor  perhaps  as  soon  as  I  wish,  or  expect 
them;  but  to  set  about  them  vigorously,  is  the  only  sure  means 
of  accomplishing  them.  So  much  meadow  ground  as  I  have, 
and  can  make,  may,  I  am  certain,  be  turned  to  considerable 
profit.  Captn.  Conway  of  Alexandria,  from  a  small  spot  of 
ground  near  the  Town,  sells  I  am  told  four  hundred  pounds 
worth  of  Hay  annually. 

I  wish  you  not  to  mistake  my  meaning  about  the  Lots  in  the 
Mill  swamp.  Putting  them  in  Corn,  was  not  for  the  sake  of 
the  crop  of  this  article  they  would  bring;  but  for  the  purpose  of 
cleansing  and  preparing  them  for  Grass;  if  therefore  you  repeat 
them  in  the  parts  that  do  not  stand  in  need  of  such  cleansing, 
you  will  exhaust  the  soil  and  render  it  unfit  for  the  primary  ob- 
ject I  have  in  view  for  them,  vizt,  meadow,  which  I  repeat,  and 
am  particular  in  doing  so  that  you  may  have  a  full  and  com- 
prehensive understanding  of  my  plan.  The  low  and  wet 
parts  of  these  Lots  it  is,  that  have  not,  and  I  am  persuaded 
could  not,  last  Spring  be  prepared  for  Corn,  that  I  would  have 
put  into,  and  continued  in  this  Crop  until  it  is  sufficiently  re- 
claimed, and  rendered  fit  for  grass;  whilst  the  older  parts  of 
them  which  do  not  stand  in  need  of  this  cleansing,  may  be 
sowed  with  grass-seeds  as  soon  as  you  have  it  in  your  power  to 
do  it  without  exhausting  it  more  by  tillage.  Some  part  of  the 
present  mowing  ground,  particularly  from  the  bridge  leading 
to  McKoy's  house,  up  to  the  wheat,  enclosure,  ought,  when  the 
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meadows  below,  and  at  Union  Farm  are  in  good  mowing  order, 
and  well  set  with  Grass,  to  be  broke  up  and  put  in  something 
that  will  destroy  the  coarse  and  sour  Grass  which  grows  there- 
on; being  first  sufficiently  drained,  and  all  the  low  part  of  the 
field  above  it,  which  was  in  wheat,  produced  exceeding  fine 
Timothy  before  it  got  foul,  [which  was  the  cause  of  my  putting 
it  in  Corn,]57  and  then  laying  it,  or  intending  to  lay  it  to  grass 
again;  which,  if  not  taken,  as  I  understood  to  be  the  case,  I 
would  have  well  set  with  it  as  soon  as  you  can.  In  a  word,  and 
to  be  short  on  the  article  of  grass-grounds,  my  wish  is,  to  lay  all 
down  to  it,  for  common  meadow,  that  will  produce  Hay  to  any 
advantage  (as  Hay  either  for  feeding  or  selling  is  profitable)  but 
then,  my  wish  also  is,  to  compleat  as  I  go;  by  this  I  mean,  that 
I  had  rather  have  one  lot  or  acre  laid  to  grass  in  perfect  order 
(smooth  for  the  scythe  and  free  from  trash  of  every  kind)  than 
two  lots  or  acres  incommoded  by  stumps,  sprouts  from  stumps, 
Briers,  or  other  things  wch.  serve  to  spoil  the  cutting,  and  to 
injure  the  Hay  when  made;  and  of  course  the  Sale.  Those  parts 
of  the  large  meadow  inclosure  at  Union  farm  which  were  in 
the  drilled  Wheat  have  laid  to  grass  as  soon  as  you  are  able,  that 
there  may  be  no  bald,  or  naked  places  within  it. 

I  am  sensible  that  I  express  my  wishes  faster  than  they  can  be 
accomplished ;  but  by  keeping  them  steadily  in  view  you  will 
fulfill  them  as  fast  as  time  and  seasons  will  permit  and  this  is  all 
I  can  expect  or  do  desire ;  but  in  order  that  my  directions,  when 
given,  may  not  escape  you,  read  my  letters  over  frequently  or 
take  from  them  at  the  time  they  are  received  such  parts  by  way 
of  memorandum  to  refresh  your  memory  occasionally  as  are 
necessary. 

It  is  my  wish  and  desire  that  everything  requisite  for  my 
house  in  Alexandria,  may  be  done  without  delay;  that  Mrs. 

5'  The  portion  in  brackets  is  in  the  writing  of  Bartholomew  Dandridge. 
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Fanny  Washington  may  remove  to  it  as  soon  as  she  pleases. 
Besides  paving  the  Cellars,  and  laying  a  floor  in  one  end  of  the 
Stable  she  proposed  to  have  some  place  railed  up,  or  done  up  in 
some  other  manner,  higher  than  usual,  to  secure  her  Wood 
from  being  pilfered  this  you  may  cause  to  be  done.  The  floors 
want  to  be  smoothed  over  with  a  plane  and  the  painting  made 
good  after  which  I  know  of  nothing  to  hinder  her  going  into 
it  for  it  can  be  papered  as  well  after  as  before  she  goes  into  it. 

I  observed  the  Hearth  below  in  that  House  and  it  might  be 
the  same  above,  was  of  brick  and  badly  laid.  Get  Mr.  Oneill 
to  prepare  slabs  in  one  or  two  pieces,  according  to  the  size  of 
the  stone,  from  the  quarry  he  is  working  at  Mount  Vernon, 
to  replace  the  brick  and  let  them  be  bordered  as  usual  by 
mitreed  pieces  of  Wood  for  the  flooring  Plank  to  butt  against 
instead  of  running  the  ends  of  the  plank  up  to  the  Brick  or 
Stone  as  is  the  case  there  I  perceive. 

If  any  Butter  has  been  made  in  the  Neck  (that  is  at  River 
farm)  or  else  where  to  spare,  let  her  have  it,  or  part  of  it 
when  she  removes;  and  send  her  up  a  boat  load  of  Wood  also 
to  begin  with,  but  this  is  not  to  be  continued  or  to  be  looked 
for  as  a  matter  of  course. 

I  mentioned  to  Mr.  Oneill  and  I  believe  before  you,  that  an 
account  of  all  the  Stone  that  went  from  my  Quarry  was  to  be 
regularly  kept  that  I  might  know  how  to  settle  for  it  here- 
after; and  although  I  have  no  reason  to  suspect  that  he  would 
render  an  unfair,  or  short  account  of  it,  common  prudence 
requires  that  you  should  see  it  measured  before  it  goes  from 
the  Quarry  and  this  is  easily  done  as  it  is  always  perched  for 
this  purpose  desire  him  therefore,  whenever  he  is  about  to  send 
any  away  to  give  you  notice  thereof  that  you  may  step  down, 
measure,  and  charge  it  to  him,  or  the  person  for  whose  use  it 
is  quarried. 
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I  either  misunderstood  Peter,  or  he  told  me  that  several  of 
the  Mules  wch.  are  returned  in  the  Mansion  house  Report,  and 
which  I  did  not  intend  should  be  used  without  previously  com- 
municating the  matter  to  me,  has  actually  been  put  to  the 
Plough;  although  no  longer  ago  than  last  October  I  supplied 
every  Farm  with  a  compleat  set  of  Plow  beasts  (Horses  or 
Mules).  If  the  Mules  are  to  be  taken  in  this  manner  I  shall 
never  raise  them  to  be  of  any  value,  for  to  take  them  at  two  or 
three  years  old  and  work  them  until  they  can  hardly  walk 
alone  is  ruining  of  them  to  all  intents  and  purposes  and  I  desire 
a  stop  may  be  put  to  the  practice.  Especially  as  I  see  no  prospect 
of  keeping  up  my  Stock  of  them,  notwithstanding  the  im- 
mence  expence  I  have  run  myself  to  in  providing  Mares  for 
the  purpose  of  breeding  them.  From  Peter  also  I  was  told  (but 
this  might  be  by  way  of  excuse  for  his  own  neglect  in  not 
attending  properly  to  them  in  the  covering  season)  that  almost 
all  the  Mares  had  slunk  their  foals;  and  mentioned  an  instance 
of  this  happening  to  a  valuable  Mare  sent  from  the  Mansion 
house  to  Dogue  run,  and  rid  by  McKoy  into  the  forest  doing 
it  the  night  he  quitted  her  back.  My  hurry  the  morning  I  left 
home  (for  it  was  just  before  that  I  received  this  information 
upon  enquiring  what  prospect  I  had  for  Colts  this  year)  pre- 
vented my  mentioning  the  matter  to  you.  Night  rides,  and 
treading  Wheat  will  forever  deprive  me  of  Foals.  But  a  few 
years  ago  I  bought,  and  sent  from  Lancaster  and  other  places 
in  this  State  &ca.  27  large  Mares  for  the  sole  purpose  of  breed- 
ing mules;  never  intending  that  one  of  them  should  be  put  to 
work;  having  in  the  year  1789  before  I  left  home  for  New 
York  compleatly  stocked  all  my  farms  [with]  work  horses  and 
left  many  Mares  besides  for  breeding.  Since  that  period  (not 
more  than  five  years)  it  has  taken  all  the  surplus  of  the  old 
stock,  just  mentioned,  the  27  Mares  bought  for  breeding  and 
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for  no  other  purpose  and  all  the  Mules  (for  at  that  time  there 
was  not  one  in  use)  to  supply  the  diflciencies  which  have  been 
occasioned  by  the  rascally  treatment  I  have  experienced  from 
my  Overseers ;  and  the  want  of  attention  in  my  Managers,  dur- 
ing my  absence  from  home  since  the  period  of  1789  above  men- 
tioned. This  I  know,  does  not  apply  to  you  and  it  is  only 
mentioned  to  shew  in  what  manner  I  have  been  abused,  and 
how  necessary  it  is  that  you  should  guard  me  against  the  like 
in  future. 

Unless  you  are  able  to  accomplish  the  business  without, 
Sarah  had  better  I  conceive  (after  your  grain  and  Hay  harvests 
are  over)  be  brought  to  the  House  again,  until  you  see  your 
way  perfectly  clear  to  get  all  the  articles  of  clothing  for  the 
Negroes,  ready  in  due  season. 

Mr.  Lund  Washington's  receipt  for  the  five  hundred  pounds 
came  safe  to  my  hands. 

I  hear  with  concern,  but  not  unexpectedly,  of  the  illness  of 
your  eldest  daughter.  That  she  could  not  without  a  change 
for  the  better  survive  the  indisposition  with  which  she  has  been 
afflicted,  long,  was  the  opinion  of  all  who  saw  her;  and,  in  a 
degree,  I  presume  must  have  been  your  own.  So  far  then  you 
must  be  prepared  for  the  unfortunate  event;  and  tho'  nature, 
at  so  awful  a  trial,  must  shrink  for  a  time,  reason  and  reflection 
will  produce  resignation  to  a  decree  against  which  there  is  no 
controul. 

It  is  but  justice  to  acknowledge  to  you,  that  so  far  as  I  was 
able,  from  the  hurt  which  confined  me  whilst  I  was  at  Mount 
Vernon,58  to  look  into  my  business,  I  was  well  satisfied  with 
your  conduct  and  I  am  persuaded  I  shall  have  no  cause  to 
complain  of  it  in  future.  Good  judgment  and  experimental 
knowledge  properly  exerted  never  can  when  accompanied  with 

58 See  Washington's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  June  25,  1794,  ante. 
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integrity  and  zeal  go  wrong.  These  qualifications  you  have 
the  character  of  possessing,  and  I  place  confidence  therein.  My 
favorite  objects,  as  I  have  often  repeated  to  you,  are  to  recover 
my  land  from  the  gullied  and  exhausted  state  into  which  it  has 
been  unfortunately  thrown  for  some  years  back.  To  lay  down 
all  the  low  and  swampy  lands  to  grass  and  be  it  little  or  much 
to  do  it  well.  To  have  Clover  lots  sufficient  for  Soiling  Work 
horses  and  Cattle  and  for  other  purposes.  To  substitute  as  fast 
as  possible  hedges  and  live  fences  in  place  of  dead  ones,  and  of 
any  thing  that  will  make  them.  To  be  attentive  to  my  stock 
of  all  Species  and  descriptions  taking  care  to  improve  and  in- 
crease them  to  the  full  extent  of  your  pasturage  beyond  which 
although  you  might  raise  food  for  their  winter  support  it 
would  be  folly  to  go;  and  lastly,  to  look  as  much  as  possible 
into  the  little,  as  well  as  the  greater  concerns  of  the  farms ;  for 
more  is  wasted  and  lost  from  an  omission  in  not  doing  the 
first  than  any  one  is  aware  of  when  they  examine  the  agregate 
amount  of  Trifles.  To  improve  also  every  thing  into  manure 
that  will  make  it,  is  among  the  considerations  to  be  attended 
to.  I  remain  etc. 

PS.  Mrs.  Washington  desires  you  will  send  her  by  the  first 
Vessel  to  this  place  one  dozn.  of  the  best  Hams  and  half  a  dozn. 
Midlings  of  Bacon.  Weigh  the  whole  and  send  me  the  Ac- 
count of  it. 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

Philadelphia,  July  14,  1794. 
Sir :  I  have  given  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  Martial  in  the 
case  of  Captn.  Willm.  A.  Lee,59  and  the  Petition  which  accom- 
panied it  to  have  him  restored,  an  attentive  perusal. 

59Capt.  William  Ay  let  Lee,  of  the  United  States  Legion.  He  was  nominated  as  a 
captain  in  the  Artillerists  and  Engineers,  Dec.  29,  1794- 
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The  judgment  of  the  Court  is,  in  my  opinion,  well  supported 
by  evidence  (except  in  the  article  of  nonconformity  with  the 
order  of  arrest)  in  this,  the  explanation  of  an  expression  of 
Captn.  Campbell00  may  have  led  him  into  the  error  he  com- 
mitted; that  it  afforded  the  pretext,  is  obvious. 

On  an  abstract  view  of  this  case,  I  should  feel  no  disposition 
(on  account  of  the  inebrity,  and  the  high  handed  proceeding 
towds.  the  centinal  which  are  proved)  to  alleviate  the  mortifi- 
cation felt  by  Captn.  Lee  on  acct.  of  his  dismission,  by  a  re- 
appointment of  him  in  some  other  Corps.  But  when  I  consider 
his  former  services,  and  the  time  he  has  been  in  the  present 
Army.  The  interest  which  the  Officers  thereof  (who  have  the 
best  means  of  becoming  acquainted  with  his  merits)  have  taken 
in  this  Affair.  That  the  sentence  under  which  he  is  smarting 
may  be  a  warning  to  him  in  future.  And  that  (though  not  alone 
sufficient)  his  connections  are  most  respectable,  and  are  made 
unhappy  by  his  present  disgrace;  these  considerations  com- 
bined, induce  me  to  give  him  the  Company  of  Artillery  become 

vacant  by  the  non-acceptance  of Williamson,61  and  I 

desire  the  Commission  may  be  prepared  accordingly. 

To  BURGES  BALL 

Philadelphia,  July  18,  1794. 
Dear  Sir:  Since  my  last  to  you,  from  Mount  Vernon,  I  have 
seen  and  conversed  with  Mr.  Morris  on  the  subject  of  a  person 
to  manage  a  Tilt-hammer  for  you.  He  says  it  is  difficult  to  get 
one  who  understands  the  business,  and  in  other  respects  is 
worthy  of  confidence.  The  Person  he  had,  he  was  obliged  to 
discharge,  on  account  of  his  inebrity,  and  knows  not  where 

""Capt.  Robert  M.  Campbell,  of  the  United  States  Legion. 

m  Benjamin  Williamson,  of  New  Jeney.  He  had  been  nominated  (May  31)  to  a 
captaincy  in  the  Artillerists  and  Engineers. 
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to  supply  his  place  but  by  importation;  which  is  uncertain,  and 
on  account  of  the  restrictive  regulations  in  Great  Britain,  is 
dangerous. 

I  will  continue  my  enquiries,  but  conceive,  as  I  mentioned,  in 
my  last,  that  your  best  chance  of  getting  one  is  to  consider  well 
the  terms  on  which  you  would  engage ;  advertise  these  in  the 
parts  from  whence  the  artist  is  most  likely  to  be  obtained;  de- 
scribe the  advantages  of  your  situation;  desire  them  to  apply  by 
letter,  or  otherwise,  by  a  certain  day,  and  add  that  none  need 
offer  who  cannot  produce  unquestionable  evidence  of  his  skill, 
his  honesty,  sobriety  and  industry.  Your  prospect  of  getting  a 
good  Tilt  man  unless  some  such  measure  as  this  is  adopted,  I 
think  bad ;  for  those  who  are  in  want  themselves,  are  not  the 
first  who  will  recommend  these  people,  and  being  out  of 
the  line  of  others,  it  is  not  probable,  they  should  do  it. 

Give  my  love  (in  which  Mrs.  Washington  unites)  to  Mrs. 
Ball  and  your  family,  and  with  very  great  esteem  etc.62 

*To  ROBERT  LEWIS 

Philadelphia,  July  18,  1794. 
Dear  Sir:  If  in  a  letter,  not  long  since  written  to  you,  you 
were  authorized  to  rent  the  Small  tract  of  land  I  hold  on  Dim- 
cult  run,  in  Loudoun  County,  I  now  desire  that  you  will  not 
do  it.  I  have  had  some  Overtures  for  the  purchase  of  it;  and 
have  been  offered  five  pounds  an  Acre,  giving  credit,  which  I 
was  willing  to  do;  but  the  thing  that  parted  us  at  that  time,  and 
may  possibly  do  so  forever,  was  interest,  the  person  wanted 
credit  without  paying  this,  to  which  I  would  not  consent.  But 
as  land  thereabouts  is  rising  fast  in  values,  I  have  no  doubt  of 

62 From  the  Ball  Deposit  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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obtaining  the  price  and  terms,  and  even  more,  by  keeping  it  up ; 
provided  it  is  not  incumbered  with  a  Lease. 

I  authorised  you  in  my  last,  to  lay  out  the  money,  collected  on 
my  behalf,  for  Rents  due  me,  in  purchasing  in  the  Leases;  but 
restricted  this  operation,  not  to  exceed  (if  I  recollect  rightly) 
the  first  of  November.  I  now  prolong  it  until  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary (which  closes  the  present  year;)  beyond  which  you  are  not 
at  liberty  to  apply  money  to  this  purpose,  without  further  in- 
structions from  me. 

You  must  be  very  particular  in  examining  into  the  real  state 
and  condition  of  the  Leases;  for  if  the  accounts  of  the  Tenants 
(without  this  enquiry)  is  to  govern;  the  lives  will  never  expire. 
It  is  essential  also  to  know,  if  transfers  have  taken  place,  under 
what  authority  it  has  happened;  as  there  is  a  clause,  or  covenant 
in  the  leases  (if  my  memory  serves  me),  restraining  this,  with- 
out written  permission  of  the  Landlord.  And  if  it  shall  appear, 
by  any  of  the  leases,  that  an  alteration  of  names,  from  the  origi- 
nal instrument,  has  taken  place,  to  learn  with  precision,  by 
what  means  it  has  taken  place.  I  shall  expect  written  evidence 
of  these  facts,  a  verbal  explanation  without,  from  the  Tenants, 
will  not  satisfy  me.  My  love  to  Mrs.  Lewis  in  wch.  your  Aunt 
joins.  With  affecte.  friendship  I  am  etc.  [m.h.s.] 

To  MRS.  MATTHEW  ANDERSON63 

Philadelphia  July  20,  1794. 

Madam:  Not  before  the  8th.  instant  had  I  the  honor  to  re- 
ceive your  favor  of  the  17th.  of  May,  accompanied  with  a  piece 
of  silk  of  your  own  manufacture. 

Contrary  as  it  is  to  an  established  maxim  of  mine,  not  to  ac- 
cept a  Present  from  any  one,  yet,  considering  this  as  a  mark  of 


'Of  Gloucester  County,  Va 
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your  peculiar  attention  to  me  and  as  an  evidence  of  what  our 
climate,  aided  by  industry,  is  capable  of  yielding,  I  receive,  and 
thank  you  for  this  effort  of  your  skill. 

I  shall  have  it  made  up,  and  will  wear  it  as  a  momento  of  your 
politeness,  having  the  honor  to  be,  Yr.  etc.64 

*  To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  July  20,  1794. 

Mr.  Pearce:  Yesterday  brought  me  your  letter,  and  the  Re- 
ports of  the  preceeding  week,  the  first  dated  the  16th.  instt.  and 
the  other  the  12th. 

Frequent  Rains  at  this  season,  if  they  do  not  fall  too  heavily, 
nor  are  of  too  long  a  continuance,  will  be  the  making  of  the 
Corn  and  Buckwheat;  but  if  they  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to 
prevent  plowing  it  will  be  bad;  however,  it  may  so  happen, 
that  if  you  cannot  plow  in  one  place,  you  may,  nevertheless,  do 
it  in  another,  and  so  pressing  as  this  work  is,  it  would  be  better 
to  shift  from  one  field,  or  part  of  a  field  to  another,  than  to  let 
it  be  at  a  stand. 

As  I  do  not  perceive  by  the  Reports  that  any  part  of  the 
Wheat  is  drawn  in,  or  stacked,  let  the  shocks  be  frequently  ex- 
amined to  see  that  no  injury  is  sustained  by  the  sprouting  of 
the  grain  which  (however  well  shocked)  it  is  apt  to  do,  when 
rains  are  more  frequent  than  Sunshine. 

How  does  the  quantity,  and  quality  of  the  Oats  appear  to 
turn  out,  since  harvesting  of  them  ?  And  how  does  the  New 

61  The  letter  to  Mrs.  Anderson  was  inclosed  in  a  brief  note  to  John  Page,  of  Glouces- 
ter County,  dated  July  23,  requesting  him  to  forward  it.  This  note  is  in  die  Histori- 
cal Society  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  July  18  Dandridge  wrote  to  John  Suter,  of  Georgetown,  that  the  President 
would  be  glad  to  employ  a  boy  by  the  name  of  Billy,  whose  term  of  service  with 
Sutcr  had  then  expired.  The  terms  of  employment  were  the  same  "as  those  we  now 
employ,  that  is,  eight  dollars  per  month  and  a  full  suit  of  livery  cloths  annually." 
Dandridge's  letter  is  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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Meadows  look,  and  appear  to  have  been  taken  with  grass, 
since  they  have  been  cut.  I  wish  much  to  have  them  well  cov- 
ered with  Timothy,  or  Timothy  and  clover  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  ground. 

Remember  to  give  John  the  Gardener  a  dollar,  the  last  day 
of  every  Month,  provided  he  behaves  well;  letting  him  know 
that  it  is  on  that  express  condition  he  is  to  receive  it.  and  if 
a  suit  of  Cloaths  of  tolerable  good  cloth  made  to  his  own  taste, 
will  keep  him  in  good  humour  let  him  be  endulged  with  them. 
If  by  his  conduct  he  merits  these  things  I  shall  not  begrudge 
them  to  him. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  your  daughter  is  better.  'Tis  possible  her 
disorder  may  have  come  to  a  crisis,  and  taken  a  favorable  turn ; 
but  it  will  be  best,  notwithstanding,  to  make  up  your  mind  for 
the  worst,  unless  the  appearances  are  unequivocal,  lest  they 
should  prove  delusive,  which  is  not  uncommon  in  a  case  like 
hers. 

What  is  the  matter  with  Betty  Davis,  and  Doll  at  Union 
Farm,  that  they  are,  more  than  half  their  time,  placed  on  the 
sick  list  ? 

I  hope  particular  care  has  been  taken  of  the  Grass  Seeds  in 
the  little  garden  by  the  Salt  house,  and  of  those  also  in  the 
Vineyard,  that  a  fair  experiment  may  be  made  of  the  value  of 
them.  I  am  of  opinion  that05  [the  everlastg.  Pea  wd.  make  a 
good  Hay  also.]  I  remain  etc. 

P.  S.  July  21.  The  writer  of  the  enclosed  note  has  just  been 
with  me,  and  is  to  call  this  Afternoon  with  his  Vouchers,  when 
I  shall  have  further  conversation  with  him.  He  is  a  tolerably 
good  looking  man  and  has  the  appearance  of  an  active  one 

'The  press  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers  ends  at  this  point.  The  phrase  in  brack- 
ets, as  also  the  P.  S.,  is  supplied  from  the  printed  text  in  M.  D.  Conway's  George 
Washington  and  Mount  Vernon,  Long  Island  Historical  Society  Memoirs  (vol.  4). 
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but  how  far  any  man,  unacquainted  with  Negros,  is  capable  of 
managing  of  them,  is  questionable.  But  let  me  know  whether 
you  have  made  any  agreement  yet  with  Crow,  McKoy,  or  But- 
ler or  any  others,  as  Overseers  and  if  not  suspend  doing  it  till 
you  hear  further  from  me,  which  probably  may  be  by  next 
Wednesday's  Post. 

*  To  RICHARD  POTTS 

Philadelphia,  July  20, 1794. 

Sir:  A  person  has  just  called  upon  me  (by  direction  he  says) 
for  an  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  17th.  Instt. 

I  can  do  no  more  than  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  it.  It 
conveys  the  first  information  of  the  death  of  the  late  Collector 
of  the  Port  of  Baltimore;  and  I  never  decide  in  the  first  mo- 
ments of  such  information,  on  a  Successor;  being  desirous  (and 
having  so  determined  from  the  beginning  of  my  administra- 
tion) always,  to  obtain  a  full  knowledge  of  circumstances  be- 
fore I  either  nominate,  or  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  appoint, 
Persons  to  Office,  with  great  esteem,  I  am  etc.66 

*To  SIR  JOHN  SINCLAIR 

Philadelphia,  July  20, 1794. 
Sir:  I  am  indebted  to  you  for  your  several  favors  of  the  15th. 
of  June,  15th  of  August  and  nth  of  September  of  the  last;  and 
for  that  of  the  6th.  of  February  in  the  present  year;  for  which, 
and  the  Pamphlets  accompanying  them  my  thanks  are  partic- 
ularly due.  To  say  this  and  to  have  suffered  them  to  remain  so 
long  unacknowledged,  needs  explanation.  The  truth  is,  they 
came  to  hand,  the  first  of  them,  about  the  opening,  and  the 

^From  a  photostat  of  the  original  in  the  Boston  Public  Library. 
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second  set  towards  the  close  of  a  long  and  interesting  Session  of 
Congress,  during  which  my  time  was  very  much  occupied,  and 
at  the  end  thereof  I  had  a  pressing  call  to  my  estate  in  Virginia 
from  whence  I  have  not  been  returned  more  than  ten  or  twelve 
days. 

I  have  read  with  peculiar  pleasure  and  approbation,  the  work 
you  patronise,  so  much  to  your  own  honor  and  the  utility  of  the 
public.  Such  a  general  view  of  the  Agriculture  in  the  several 
Counties  of  Great  Britain  is  extremely  interesting;  and  cannot 
fail  of  being  very  beneficial  to  the  Agricultural  concerns  of 
your  Country  and  to  those  of  every  other  wherein  they  are  read, 
and  must  entitle  you  to  their  warmest  thanks  for  having  set 
such  a  plan  on  foot,  and  for  prosecuting  it  with  the  zeal  and 
intelligence  you  do.  I  am  so  much  pleased  with  the  plan  and  ex- 
ecution myself,  as  to  pray  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  direct 
your  Book-seller  to  continue  to  forward  them  to  me,  accom- 
panied with  the  cost  which  shall  be  paid  to  his  order  or  remitted 
so  soon  as  the  amount  is  made  known  to  me.  When  the  whole 
are  received  I  will  promote,  as  far  as  in  me  lays,  the  reprinting 
of  them  here. 

I  know  of  no  pursuit  in  which  more  real  and  important  serv- 
ice can  be  rendered  to  any  Country,  than  by  improving  its  agri- 
culture, its  breed  of  useful  animals,  and  other  branches  of  a 
husbandmans  cares;  nor  can  I  conceive  any  plan  more  condu- 
cive to  this  end  than  the  one  you  have  introduced  for  bringing 
to  view  the  actual  state  of  them,  in  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom; 
by  which  good  and  bad  habits  are  exhibited  in  a  manner  too 
plain  to  be  misconceived;  for  the  accounts  given  to  the  British 
board  of  Agriculture,  appear  in  general,  to  be  drawn  up  in  a 
masterly  manner,  so  as  fully  to  answer  the  expectations  formed 
in  the  excellent  plan  wch.  produced  them;  affording  at  the 
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sametime  a  fund  of  information  useful  in  political  oeconomy, 
serviceable  in  all  countries. 

Commons,  Tithes,  Tenantry  (of  which  we  feel  nothing  in 
this  country)  are  in  the  list  of  impediments  I  perceive,  to  per- 
fection in  English  farming,  and  taxes  are  heavy  deductions 
from  the  profit  thereof.  Of  these  we  have  none,  or  so  light  as 
hardly  to  be  felt.  Your  system  of  Agriculture,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed, is  in  a  stile  superior  and  of  course  much  more  expensive 
than  ours,  but  when  the  balance  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  struck, 
by  deducting  the  taxes,  poor  rates,  and  incidental  charges  of 
every  kind,  from  the  produce  of  the  land,  in  the  two  Countries, 
no  doubt  can  remain  in  which  Scale  it  is  to  be  found.  It  will  be 
sometime  I  fear,  before  an  Agricultural  Society  with  Congres- 
sional aids  will  be  established  in  this  Country;  we  must  walk 
as  other  countries  have  done  before  we  can  run,  Smaller  Socie- 
ties must  prepare  the  way  for  greater,  but  with  the  lights  before 
us,  I  hope  we  shall  not  be  so  slow  in  maturation  as  older  nations 
have  been.  An  attempt,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed 
outlines  of  a  plan,  is  making  to  establish  a  State  Society  in  Penn- 
sylvania for  Agricultural  improvements.  If  it  succeeds,  it  will 
be  a  step  in  the  ladder,  at  present  it  is  too  much  in  embryo  to 
decide  on  the  result. 

Our  domestic  animals,  as  well  as  our  Agriculture,  are  inferior 
to  yours  in  point  of  size  but  this  does  not  proceed  from  any  de- 
fect in  the  stamina  of  them,  but  to  deficient  care  in  providing 
for  their  support;  experience  having  abundantly  evinced  that 
where  our  pastures  are  as  well  improved  as  the  soil  and  climate 
will  admit;  where  a  competent  store  of  wholesome  provender 
is  laid  up  and  proper  care  used  in  serving  it,  that  our  horses, 
black  cattle,  Sheep  &ca.  are  not  inferior  to  the  best  of  their  re- 
spective kinds  which  have  been  imported  from  England.  Nor 
is  the  wool  of  our  Sheep  inferior  to  that  of  the  common  sort 
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with  you:  as  a  proof,  after  the  Peace  of  Paris  in  1783,  and  my 
return  to  the  occupations  of  a  farmer,  I  paid  particular  attention 
to  my  breed  of  Sheep  (of  which  I  usually  kept  about  seven  or 
eight  hundred).  By  this  attention,  at  the  shearing  of  1789,  the 
fleeces  yielded  me  the  average  quantity  of  5%  lb  of  wool;  a 
fleece  of  which,  promiscuously  taken,  I  sent  to  Mr.  Arthur 
Young,  who  put  it,  for  examination,  into  the  hands  of  Manu- 
facturers. These  pronounced  it  to  be  equal  in  quality  to  the 
Kentish  Wool.  In  this  same  year,  i.  e.  1789  I  was  again  called 
from  home,  and  have  not  had  it  in  my  power  since  to  pay  any 
attention  to  my  farm.  The  consequence  of  which  is,  that  my 
Sheep,  at  the  last  shearing,  yielded  me  not  more  than  il/2  lbs. 

This  is  not  a  single  instance  of  the  difference  between  care 
and  neglect.  Nor  is  the  difference  between  good  and  bad  man- 
agement confined  to  that  species  of  Stock ;  for  we  find  that  good 
pastures  and  proper  attention,  can  and  does,  fill  our  markets 
with  beef  of  seven,  eight  and  more  hundred  weight  the  four 
quarters;  whereas  from  450  to  500  (especially  in  the  States 
South  of  this  where  less  attention  hitherto  has  been  paid  to 
grass)  may  be  found  about  the  average  weight.  In  this  market, 
some  Bullocks  were  killed  in  the  months  of  March  and  April 
last,  the  weights  of  wch.,  as  taken  from  the  accounts  which 
were  published  at  the  time,  you  will  find  in  a  paper  enclosed. 
These  were  pampered  Steers,  but  from  800  to  a  thousand,  the 
four  quarters,  is  no  uncommon  weight. 

Your  general  history  of  Sheep,  with  observations  thereon, 
and  the  proper  mode  of  managing  them,  will  be  an  interesting 
work  when  compleated;  and  with  the  information,  and  accu- 
racy I  am  persuaded  it  will  be  executed,  under  your  auspices, 
must  be  extremely  desirable.  The  climate  of  this  Country,  par- 
ticularly that  of  the  middle  States  is  congenial  to  this  species  of 
animal ;  but  want  of  attention  to  them  in  most  farmers,  added 
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to  the  obstacles  which  prevent  the  importation  of  a  better  kind, 
by  men  who  would  be  at  the  expence,  contributes  not  a  little  to 
the  present  inferiority  we  experience. 

Mr.  Edwards  would  have  it  as  much  in  his  power  as  most  of 
our  farmers,  to  solve  the  queries  you  propounded  to  him;  In 
addition  to  which  a  gentlemen  of  my  acquaintance  (who  is  also 
among  the  best  farmers  of  this  Country,)  to  whom  I  gave  the 
perusal  of  your  propositions,  has  favored  me  with  some  ideas  on 
the  subject,  as  you  will  find  on  a  paper,  herewith  enclosed. 

The  sample  you  were  so  obliging  as  to  put  into  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Lear,  for  me,  of  a  Scotch  fabric,  is  extremely  elegant,  and  I 
prey  you  to  accept  my  thanks  for  it,  as  I  entreat  you  also  to  do 
for  the  civilities  shewn  to  that  gentlemen,  who  has  a  grateful 
sense  of  them. 

Both  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Jefferson  had  the  perusal  of  the 
papers  which  accompanied  your  note  of  the  nth  of  Sept. 

With  great  respect  etc.67 

*To  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE 
DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

Philadelphia,  July  23, 1794. 
Gentlemen:  I  have  subscribed  to  the  alteration  in  the  seventh 
article  of  the  "Terms  and  conditions  declared  on  the  17th.  day 
of  October  1791  for  regulating  the  materials  and  manner  of  the 
buildings  and  improvements  on  the  lots  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington" and  now  enclose  it  to  you.  I  wish,  however,  you  had 
declared  that  so  much  of  the  stone  walls,  on  which  the  railing 
in  the  Street  is  to  be  placed,  as  shall  appear  above  the  pavement 
(or  surface  of  the  ground  before  it  is  paved)  should  be  of  free- 

From  a  facsimile  in  Letters  on  Agriculture  from  His  Excellency  George  Washing- 
ton to  Arthur  Young  and  Sir  John  Sinclair  (Washington:  1847). 
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stone  hewed.  The  presumption  I  grant  is,  that  no  person  who 
would  go  to  the  expence  of  an  Iron-railing,  on  a  Wall,  would 
fix  it  on  rough  stone;  still,  die  altered  article  does  not  prohibit 
the  measure;  and  as  it  is  better  to  prevent  disputes  than  to  en- 
counter them,  the  insertion  of  a  word  or  two  may  obviate  a  plea 
that  a  good  wall  may  be  composed  of  foundation  stone  equally 
with  any  other  stone. 

As  your  seperate  certificate  of  my  purchase  of  lot  No  4,  is 
comprehended  in  the  last  which  you  sent  me,  with  No.  1. 
I  return  it,  as  useless  to  me,  and  proper  for  you  to  repossess. 

With  great  esteem  etc.68 

*To  THOMAS  SIM  LEE 
(Private) 

Philadelphia,  July  25, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  This  letter  will  accompany  an  official  one  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  written  to  you  by  my  desire.  It  is  unneces- 
sary therefore  for  me  to  repeat  what  is  contained  in  his  letter; 
but  I  shall  express  with  frankness,  a  wish  that  it  may  comport 
with  your  convenience  to  accept  the  proffered  appointment, 
provided  your  health,  inclination  and  habits,  would  enable  you 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  with  activity. 

Experience  has  evinced  the  propriety,  indeed  the  indispensi- 
ble  necessity,  that  the  Commissioners  of  the  Federal  District 
should  reside  within  the  City,  or  so  near  to  it,  as  by  a  daily  at- 
tendance to  see  that  every  thing  moves  with  regularity,  oecon- 
omy  and  dispatch.  The  year  1800  is  approaching  with  hasty 
strides;  equally  so  ought  the  public  buildings  to  advance 

88 From  Letters  of  the  Presidents  of  the  United  States  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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towards  completion.  The  prospect  before  them,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed, is  flattering;  the  crisis,  nevertheless,  is  as  delicate  as  it  is 
important.  The  places  of  those  gentlemen  who  are  retiring 
from  office  must  be  filled  with  others,  of  respectibility  and 
decision. 

For  these,  and  other  reasons,  the  enumeration  of  which  would 
be  more  fit  for  oral  than  written  details,  I  have  contemplated 
you  and  Mr.  Potts  of  Frederic  Town  (to  whom  the  Secretary  of 
State  now  writes)  as  the  successors  of  Mr.  Johnson  and  Doctr. 
Stuart;  and  to  hear  that  the  offer  is  accepted,  would  give  me 
pleasure.  If  this  be  the  case,  I  shall  have  many  opportunities  of 
filling  up  the  out  lines  of  the  communication;  if  it  should  not, 
I  have  said  more  than  is  necessary,  already. 

Candour,  however,  requires  I  slid,  add,  that  the  inducement 
to  giving  Salaries  to  the  Commissioners,  is,  that  they  should 
live  in  the  City  or  the  borders  of  it;  and  by  doing  so,  and  an 
arrangement  among  themselves,  the  necessity,  and  of  course 
the  expence  of  employing  a  general  Superintendant  of  the 
business,  may  be  avoided. 

It  has  been  suggested,  and  I  believe  with  propriety,  that  one 
of  the  Commissioners  ought  to  be  well  read  in  law.  This, 
among  other  inducements,  has  brought  Mr.  Potts  more  immedi- 
ately into  my  view.  The  non-residence  of  the  Commissioners  in 
the  City,  has,  I  am  persuaded,  been  attended  with  many  disad- 
vantages; and  has  been  the  source  of  those  unpleasant  disputes 
between  them  and  the  proprietors;  the  Superintendants;  the 
workmen ;  &ca.  &ca.  Their  periodical  meetings,  and  interme- 
diate calls,  although  extremely  fatieguing,  and  oftentimes  very 
inconvenient,  have  not  answered  all  the  purposes  of  their  ap- 
pointment. A  primary  one  being,  that  of  seeing  their  own 
regulations,  and  orders,  executed  in  the  time,  manner  and 
spirit,  they  were  conceived,  another,  hardly  second  to  the  first, 
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is,  that  by  being  always  on  the  Spot,  they  are  at  hand  to  embrace 
oilers,  and  to  avail  themselves  of  opportunities  which  fre- 
quently present,  but  will  not  wait,  not  only  to  purchase  mate- 
rials and  to  engage  artizans,  but  to  interest  foreigners  and 
strangers  who  may  view  the  City,  in  the  purchase  of  lots ;  but 
who,  otherwise,  know  not  where  to  apply;  and  are  unwilling 
to  remain  until  one  of  the  stated  meetings  shall  revolve;  and 
equally  so  to  call  a  Special  one.  With  very  great  esteem  etc. 

[N.Y.P.L.] 

*ToBURGESBALL 

Philadelphia,  July  27, 1794. 

Dear  Sir :  Eight  or  ten  days  ago  I  wrote  to  you  concerning  a 
Manager  for  the  Tilt  hammer  which  you  contemplated  the 
erection  of;  since  which  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  15th. 
instant;  in  which,  doubts  of  going  on  with  it  are  expressed.  As 
I  am  equally  ignorant  of  the  expence  of  erecting,  and  the  profit 
when  erected,  I  can  say  nothing  encouraging  or  discouraging 
of  the  measure :  but  if  from  an  apprehension  that  the  tract  you 
bought  is  sickly,  or  from  any  other  cause,  you  are  disposed  to 
part  with  it,  it  is  possible  the  United  States  would  become  the 
purchaser,  on  which  to  establish  an  Arsenal.  The  person  who 
was  employed  by  the  War  department,  to  explore  the  water 
conveniences  on  the  Margin  of  the  River,  above  the  Great  Falls, 
(best  calculated  for  diis  work)  seems  to  have  given  a  prefer- 
ence to  yours,  although  others  are  favorably  mentioned. 

With  respect  to  your  enquiries  into  the  character  of  Crow,  as 
an  Overseer,  I  will  relate  what  I  know  of  him,  fully;  but  it 

An  interesting  document  is  in  the  Washington  Papers  under  date  of  July  25,  1794. 
It  is  a  description  of  the  "Uniform  for  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  of  America," 
which  includes  also  that  of  the  Marine  Corps.  This  was  forwarded  to  the  President 
by  Secretary  Knox,  the  War  Department  of  this  date  being  charged  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Navy. 
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ought  to  be  premised,  that  he  became  the  Overlooker  of  my 
Union  farm  after  I  left  home  in  1789,  and  that  my  only  oppor- 
tunities of  forming  an  opinion  of  him,  has  been  from  the  occa- 
sional visits  I  have  made  to  Mount  Vernon  since.  The  ideas  I 
have  formed  of  him  are  these.  That  he  has  good  and  bad  quali- 
ties; but  if  he  is  to  act  under  your  own  eyes,  the  former  would 
preponderate,  if  you  are  strict,  and  will  keep  him  with  your 
people;  and  others  from  his  house.  With  me  (who  could  not 
look  into  my  own  business,  and  his  disregard  of  those  who 
superintended  it)  he  was  too  often  from  home,  and  had  too 
much  company  with  him  when  at  it;  although  rigidly  re- 
stricted from  both,  by  written  articles;  the  consequence  of  wch. 
(supposing  the  negros  had  been  idle  during  his  absence)  was, 
that  he  and  his  charge  were  perpetually  at  varience.  This,  and 
inattention  to  the  Stock,  and  farming  impliments  (not  more 
however  than  usual  with  Men  who  have  these  things  provided 
at  the  expence  of  another)  are  the  exceptionable  parts  of  his 
character.  On  the  other  hand,  he  is  active,  understands  farm- 
ing full  as  well,  perhaps  better,  than  most  of  his  Countrymen 
who  have  not  been  regularly  trained  to  it;  and  possesses  more 
judgment  in  conducting  the  business  of  a  farm  than  you  gener- 
ally meet  with  among  that  class  of  people.  In  a  word,  my  best 
crops  have  been  raised  by  him;  but  from  the  causes  I  have  men- 
tioned (and  possibly  from  a  hasty  temper)  I  had  too  frequent 
complaints  of  ill  treatment,  though  I  must  acknowledge  I  never 
discovered  any  marks  of  abuse,  and  the  whole  may  be  summed 
up  in  this :  if  you  can  keep  him  always  with  your  people  he  will 
make  you  a  good  Overseer;  and  without  it,  neither  he  or  any 
other  man  will.  With  me,  it  is  an  established  maxim,  that 
an  Overseer  shall  never  be  absent  from  his  people  but  at  night, 
and  at  his  meals;  and  if  he  is  intended  to  be  under  your  own 
eye  I  do  not  conceive  it  would  be  any  difficulty  to  accomplish 
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this,  having  it  so  expressed  in  a  written  agreement,  with  a  pen- 
alty annexed. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  getting  much  better,  and  that 
your  family  are  well.  My  love  to  them,  in  wch.  Mrs.  Washing- 
tons  joins.  I  am  etc.69 

*  To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  July  27, 1794. 

Mr.  Pearce:  Your  letter  of  the  23d.  and  the  reports,  have 
been  duly  received. 

The  ideas  which  I  expressed  in  one  of  my  late  letters,  respect- 
ing the  cultivation  (in  Corn)  of  the  lots  in  the  Mill  swamp, 
were  not  intended  to  forbid  the  practice  in  all  parts  where  it 
was  necessary,  to  cleanse  and  prepare  them  for  grass;  but  to 
let  you  see  that  Corn  was  not  so  much  an  object  with  me,  as 
meadow;  and  that  I  did  not  want  the  old  parts  of  those  lots 
so  much  exhausted  by  cultivation,  in  Corn,  as  to  be  made  unfit 
for  the  produce  of  grass,  or  at  least  of  becoming  good  pasture. 
Knowing  this  to  be  my  plan,  and  my  desire,  I  have  no  objection 
to  your  cultivating  any  part,  and  every  part  of  the  lot  which  is 
in  Corn  this  year,  again  in  that  article,  that  may  require  it,  and 
fit  it  better  for  the  purpose  it  is  ultimately  intended.  But  I 
must  again  express  my  desire  that  the  work  be  compleated  as 
you  go;  if  the  Seasons  (which  I  know  are  all  in  all  in  this  busi- 
ness) will  permit  it;  for  to  have  part  of  the  inclosure  in  grass, 
and  part  in  rushes,  alders  and  other  Shrubs,  is  not  only  an  eye 
sore,  but  is  a  real  disadvantage;  as  they  are  continually  en- 
croaching on  the  mowing  ground.  This  is  the  case  in  the  lot 
nearest  the  Mill  Road,  and  in  the  one  next  above,  which  you 
talk  of  laying  to  grass  this  fall.  These  places  (adjoining  the 

60 From  the  Ball  Deposit  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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Mill  race)  more  especially,  it  is,  I  want  to  have  tended  in  Corn, 
until  they  are  perfectly  reclaimed;  that  the  whole  of  the  lots 
may  be  in  good  grass,  and  have  a  uniform  appearance;  even 
the  very  bed  of  the  run  I  could  wish  to  have  cleared  up,  so  as 
to  leave  no  growth  there,  to  extend  its  influence.  After  giving 
you  this  explanation  of  my  wishes,  I  leave  it  altogether  to  your 
own  judgment  what  parts  to  tend  next  year,  and  what  not, 
in  Corn. 

Does  your  Corn  continue  to  grow,  shoot  well,  and  look  prom- 
ising? The  season  is  now  come  when  rain,  or  drought,  is  to 
make  or  mar  the  Crop;  a  drought  even  now,  when  the  Corn 
is  beginning  to  fill,  will  produce  a  very  scanty  crop. 

Let  particular  care  be  taken  of  the  Seed  of  the  rare  ripe  corn 
I  sent  home;  it  will  be  fine  for  the  wet  grounds  which  cannot 
be  planted  early,  next  Spring. 

I  would  not  have  you  forego  engaging  any  Overseer  you 
may  stand  in  need  of,  on  acct.  of  the  farmer  I  mentioned  to 
you  in  my  last.  I  should  be  affraid  to  commit  one  of  the  farms 
to  his  management  without  some  previous  trial ;  and  as  there 
will  be  no  opening  for  him  before  Christmas,  it  could  not  suit 
him  to  wait ;  and  besides,  upon  the  enquiry  I  have  made  into 
his  late  pursuits,  I  find  he  has  been  a  good  deal  of  a  Rover. 
Was  Butler  away,  he  might  suit  the  home  house  very  well,  as 
he  appears  to  be  (though  middle  aged)  an  active  man;  and 
says,  if  he  was  put  on  a  place  he  would  not  stir  from  it  from 
years  end  to  years  end.  He  appears,  from  his  vouchers,  to  have 
been  a  sort  of  household  Steward,  as  well  as  farmer,  and  might 
therefore  be  useful  at  the  mantion  house  if  Butler  was  not 
engaged  at  that  place. 

Was  grass  seed  sown  with  the  Flax  at  Union  farm?  or  do 
you  propose  to  sow  the  whole  of  that  inclosure  at  one  and  the 
sametime  ? 
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How  does  Mr.  McNeil  (Oneil  I  believe  I  should  have  said) 
like  the  appearance  of  the  Quarry  at  Mount  Vernon  as  he 
uncovers  it  ?  and  has  he  begun  yet  to  raise  Stone  ? 

If  you  will  pay  particular  attention  to  the  conduct  of  the  Over- 
seers, or  plowmen,  with  respect  to  the  treatment  of  the  young 
Mules,  I  have  no  objection,  when  there  is  a  real  necessity  for 
it,  to  their  being  used,  gently,  at  three  years  old,  because  they 
ought  to  be  handled  at  that  time,  to  prevent  their  becoming 
obstinate,  and  restive;  but  to  use  them  as  mine  hitherto  have 
been,  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  their  inevitable  destruction. 
A  Mule  does  not  come  to  his  strength  until  he  is  eight  or  nine 
years  old,  nor  said  to  be  in  his  prime  until  he  is  12.  or  15;  to 
put  them  in  the  plough  therefore  when  they  are  rising  three, 
and  work  them  as  my  Overseers  have  done  mine,  as  they  would 
have  done  a  dray  horse  in  his  prime,  is,  in  one  word,  an  infal- 
lible mean  to  prevent  me  from  raising  any  to  be  valuable: 
whereas  with  proper  usage,  and  due  care,  they  v/ould  serve 
well  for  thirty  odd  years. 

Is  there  anything  peculiar  in  the  cases  of  Ruth,  Hannah,  and 
Pegg,  that  they  have  been  returned  sick  for  several  weeks 
together?  Ruth  I  know  is  extremely  deceitful;  she  has  been 
aiming  for  some  time  past  to  get  into  the  house,  exempt  from 
work;  but  if  they  are  not  made  to  do  what  their  age  and 
strength  will  enable  them,  it  will  be  a  very  bad  example  to 
others,  none  of  whom  would  work  if  by  pretexts  they  can 
avoid  it. 

Having  said  nothing  of  your  daughters  health,  in  your  last 
letter,  I  hope  she  is  better.  I  wish  you  both  well,  and  am  etc. 

*To  ISRAEL  SHREVE 

Philadelphia,  July  28, 1794. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  29th.  Ulto.  came  to  my  hands  a  few 
days  ago  only. 
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Mr.  Samuel  Jackson  (if  that  is  the  name  of  the  person  who 
asked  me  sometime  in  the  course  of  last  winter,  if  I  would  dis- 
pose of  my  land  in  Fayette,  and  at  what  price)  must  very  greatly 
have  misunderstood  my  answer  if  he  conceived  thirty  shillings 
an  acre  was  the  value  I  had  set  upon  it. 

The  truth  is,  that  at  no  period  since  I  dissolved  my  partner- 
ship with  Simpson,  and  had  any  idea  of  parting  with  this,  and 
my  other  Lands  West  of  the  Alliganey  Mountains,  did  I  ever 
fix  a  less  value  than  forty  shillings  pr.  Acre  on  the  tract  you  live. 
It  is  not  to  be  presumed  then  that  I  should  lower  my  price  when 
it  was  encreasing  twenty  five,  fifty,  and  even  an  hundred  pr. 
Ct.  in  almost  every  direction. 

Mr.  Jackson  must  have  mistaken  the  tract  in  Washington 
County  for  that  in  Fayette,  from  the  price;  for  thirty  shillings 
pr.  Acre  was  the  value  I  put  on  that.  The  conversation  I  had 
with  that  Gentleman  was  very  short;  for  when  I  found  he  did 
not  mean  to  be  the  purchaser  himself,  but  was  making  en- 
quiries merely  to  satisfy  his  own  curiosity  or  to  gratify  that  of 
others,  I  told  him  I  had  rated  them  at  such  and  such  prices,  40/ 
I  think  for  that  in  Fayette,  and  30/.  for  the  other;  and  being 
asked  if  I  would  allow  any  credit,  he  was  answered  yes;  pro- 
vided a  certain  part  of  the  purchase  was  paid  at  the  time  of 
ensealing  and  delivery;  and  interest  paid  on  the  residue.  But 
he  was  told  at  parting,  that  as  nothing  final  had  taken  place 
between  him  and  me,  he  was  not  to  consider  anything  that 
passed  between  us,  as  binding  upon  me  at  a  future  day. 

Mentioning  this  matter  to  a  Gentleman  well  acquainted 
with  the  value,  and  prices  of  land  in  that  Country,  he  told  me 
he  thought  the  Land  on  wch.  you  live  (the  whole  tract  I  mean) 
would  fetch  Six  dollars  an  Acre:  accordingly,  Mr.  Ross  of 
Washington  (one  of  your  Senators)  has  been  authorised  by  me 
to  sell  both  tracts;  Not  knowing  therefore  what  he  may  have 
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done  in  this  matter,  I  cannot  be  more  precise  with  you,  at  this 
time.  If  the  land  is  not  already  under  engagement,  and  I  do  not 
believe  it  is,  as  it  is  but  lately  the  power  to  dispose  of  it  was 
given;  it  would  give  me  pleasure  that  you  shd.  have  the  prefer- 
ence, if  Mr.  Ross  and  you  can  agree  on  the  price.  And  if  you 
would  pay  a  fourth  of  the  purchase  down,  you  might  have 
credit  for  the  residue  four,  five,  or  even  Six  years,  giving 
the  Land,  and  your  Bond  bearing  interest,  as  security.  With 
esteem  etc.  [  n.  y.  p.  l.  ] 

ToJOHNCOWPER 

Philadelphia,  July  30, 1794. 

Sir:  By  Saturday's  post  I  reed,  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Chris:  Cow- 
per  dated  the  18.  instant,  enclosing  one  from  you  of  the  23d.  of 
June.  The  Letter  alluded  to  in  the  last,  has  been  reed. 

It  is  a  very  singular  occurrence  that  the  Capt. Wag- 
lam,  to  whose  care  ,£140  was  committed  for  my  use,  should 
rather  choose  to  hazard  the  conveyance  of  it  back,  than  deliver 
it  to  my  Secretary;  whom  I  left  in  this  City  to  transact  my  busi- 
ness during  my  absence;  who  pays  and  receives  all  monies  for 
me,  and  who  having  my  books  in  his  possession,  and  knowing 
on  what  acct.  the  money  would  have  been  paid,  would  have 
passed  a  rect.  accordingly.  And  equally  singular  I  thing  is,  that 
now  I  should  be  asked  by  Mr.  C.  Cowper  (who  I  presume,  tho' 
he  does  not  say  so,  writes  by  your  order)  if  I  will  take  a  bill 
drawn  by  Messrs.  Watson  Stott&Co.  at  15  days  sight  on  Messrs. 
Hartshorne  &  Co.  of  Alexandria,  adding,  "should  any  other 
mode  of  payment  be  more  agreeable,  be  pleased  to  point  it  out." 

My  former  Letters  I  conceive  were  pointedly  expressive  of  my 
want  of  the  money,  and  the  bond  would  shew  that  it  ought  to 
have  been  pd.  in  May  1793.  Where  then  is  the  propriety  of  such 
procrastination,  when  the  money  so  idly  and  unaccountably 
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returned  by  Capt.  Waglam  wou'd  at  any  time  purchase  a  bill 
on  this  City  for  the  amt.  without  the  delay  of  writing  to  en- 
quire whether  I  wou'd  accept  a  Dft.  on  a  Gentlen.  living  150 
miles  from  me,  payable  in  15  days  after  sight;  receivg.  my  an- 
swer; forwarding  the  bill  to  this  place;  sendg.  it  back  to  Alex- 
andria; and  finally,  if  accepted,  to  wait  15  days  for  paymt. 
However,  Sir,  if  the  money  cannot  be  pd.  me  without  all  these 
evolutions,  I  will  receive  a  Dft.  on  Messrs.  Hartshorne  &  Co. 
for  whatever  sum  you  are  pleased  to  allow  on  the  bond,  for 
wch.  you  will  be  credited  as  soon  as  the  money  is  pd.  agreeably 
to  the  tenor  of  the  Dft.  I  presume  (for  in  fact  I  know  nothing 
of  the  state  of  this  business)  that  the  discharge  of  the  bond  wch. 
is  assigned  me  f or  £  '  °  compleats  the  last  paymt.  for  the  Land 
you  bot.  of  Mr.  Jno  Lewis;  otherwise  there  cou'd  have  been  no 
pretext  for  withholdg.  any  part  of  the  sum  due  thereon:  but 
havg.  been  led  into  this  correspondence  from  the  assignmt.  of 
the  Bd.  without  the  least  intention  on  my  part  of  medling  at  all 
in  the  business;  I  must  now  once  for  all,  pray  you  to  pay  so 
much  of  the  sd.  bond  as  you  choose;  inform  Mr.  Lewis  of  your 
reasons  for  withholdg.  the  bake.,  and  of  the  disputes  abt.  bound- 
aries. It  was  he  who  sold  the  land  to  you,  much  against  my 
judgmt.  (for  I  thot.  at  the  time  it  was,  in  a  manner  given  away) 
and  without  my  consent.  Be  this  however  as  it  may  and  under 
all  the  disadvantages  attendg.  it,  the  contract  must  be  fulfilled 
with  good  faith  accordg.  to  the  expression  of  the  written  instru- 
ment. This  Mr.  Lewis  has  more  leisure,  and  no  doubt  has  the 
disposition  to  do;  and  what  he  does  respectg.  the  disputed  land, 
or  disputes  of  any  other  kind,  will  meet  my  acquiescence.  I 
am  etc.71 


70  Left  blank  in  the  draft. 
From  a  photostat  of  the  draft  in  the  writing  of  Bartholomew  Dandridge  kindly 
furnished  by  the  Huntington  Library. 
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*To  JAMES  ROSS 

Philadelphia,  August  i,  1794. 

Sir:  As  letters  are  liable  to  accidents,  and  I  have  had  no 
acknowledgment  of  one  I  wrote  you,  on  the  16th.  June,  I  take 
the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with  a  duplicate  thereof. 

A  few  days  ago  I  received  a  letter  from  Colo.  Israel  Shreve 
proposing  to  buy  the  tract  on  which  he  lives,  in  Fayette  Cty. 
He  offered  to  pay  a  third  of  the  price  next  April  (at  which 
time,  he  says  his  lease  expires)  and  interest  on  the  other  two 
thirds,  if  the  credit  could  be  agreed  on;  giving  the  land  and  his 
own  Bond  as  security. 

A  Mr.  Jackson  of  Red-stone,  according  to  his  account,  has 
told  him  that  my  price  was  30/.  an  Acre;  on  what  ground,  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  conjecture;  for  at  no  period  since  the  dissolution  of 
my  concern  with  a  Gilbert  Simpson,  and  intention  to  part  with 
the  Land,  have  I  ever  contemplated  to  take  less  than  forty  shil- 
lings pr.  Acre.  Some  person  in  the  course  of  last  winter  called 
upon,  and  enquired  of  me,  if  I  was  disposed  to  sell  my  lands  in 
the  Western  part  of  this  State,  and  the  value  I  set  upon  them? 
Finding  it  was  not  on  his  own  Acct.  the  enquiries  were  made, 
my  answers  were  short,  and  to  this  effect  that  I  could,  some 
years  ago,  have  got  40/  for  the  tract  in  Fayette,  and  that  I  val- 
ued the  other  at  30/.  He  then  asked  if  credit  would  be  allowed. 
I  replied  if  part  of  the  money  was  paid  down,  Interest  on  the 
remainder,  and  the  whole  well  secured,  credit  might  be  ob- 
tained. Nothing  more  that  I  can  recollect  passed  between  us. 
How  then  he  should  misconceive  what  I  said,  or  Colo.  Shreve 
v/hat  he  said,  is  not  easy  to  account  for. 

I  have  informed  Colo.  Shreve  that  as  you  were  so  obliging 
as  to  offer  to  dispose  of  these  Lands  on  my  behalf  I  could  do  no 
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more  than  refer  him  to  you  lest  a  specific  answer  might  mili- 
tate with  any  negociations  you  might  have  in  hand ;  and  this 
communication  is  to  prepare  you  therefor;  if  the  misconcep- 
tion he  has  been  under  should  not  arrest  any  further  overtures 
from  him,  on  this  Subject.  With  very  great  esteem  I  am  etc. 

*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

German  Town,  August  3, 1794. 

Mr.  Pearce :  I  removed  to  this  place  on  Wednesday  last,72  in 
order  to  avoid  the  heat  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia.  It  is  prob- 
able I  shall  remain  here  until  about  the  middle  of  September, 
but  letters  will  come  to  me  as  regularly  as  if  I  had  resided  in 
the  City. 

Your  letter  of  the  27th.  ulto,  and  the  reports  I  received  yester- 
day as  usual,  and  wish  the  rains  we  have  been  complaining  of 
may  not  be  much  wanted  before  the  end  of  this  month,  as  the 
weather  since  that  fall  has  put  on  the  appearance  of  drought, 
which,  if  it  happens,  will  be  almost  as  injurious  to  the  Corn 
Crop  as  if  those  rains  had  not  fallen. 

If  your  Corn  ground  has  got  foul  by  the  rains  which  have 
fallen,  or  if  they  are  not  perfectly  clean,  I  had  rather,  although 
it  will  inevitably  delay  your  seeding,  put  of?  sowing  Wheat,  or 
any  thing  else  indeed,  until  it  is  clean,  light  and  otherwise  fit 
for  the  reception  of  them :  for  I  have  never  found  anything  but 
disappointed  hopes  from  a  contrary  practice;  which  has  long 
decided  me  in  an  opinion,  that  to  attempt  the  cultivation  of 
more  ground  than  one  can,  under  almost  any  circumstances, 
master,  is  not  the  most  certain  way  to  make  large  fine  Crops, 
but  an  infallible  one  to  exhaust  and  ruin  the  land.  I  am  per- 
fectly persuaded  moreover,  that  if  the  same  labor  and  expence 

"July  30. 
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of  manure,  &ca.  (which  in  the  common  mode  of  management 
in  Virginia)  was  bestowed  on  50  acres  of  land,  that  is  now 
scattered  over  an  100,  that  the  former  would  be  more  produc- 
tive and  profitable  to  the  owner.  What  I  would  be  understood 
to  mean  by  this  is  that  a  field  not  more  than  half  prepared 
for  a  crop,  the  Crop  not  more  than  half  tilled,  and  the  ground 
but  indifferently  manured,  will  not  produce  as  much  as  the 
half  of  it  would  if  these  were  bestowed  in  full  proportion  to 
the  requirements  of  the  land.  If  one's  means  is  equal  to  the 
accomplishment  of  the  whole,  there  can  be  no  doubt  in  that 
case  but  that  the  whole  will  bring  more  than  the  half.  All 
I  mean  to  express  is,  that  whatever  is  attempted  should  be 
well  executed  as  it  respects  Crops  and  as  it  respects  meadows 
and  other  improvements,  to  complete,  and  make  good  as  one 
goes.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  apply  what  I  have  here  said  to 
the  state  in  which  you  have  described  your  Corn  ground 
to  be  under  from  so  much  rain,  or  to  any  particular  case,  but  as 
general  observations  which  I  am  persuaded  will  hold  good  in 
all  cases.  An  essential  object  with  every  farmer  ought  to  be  the 
destruction  of  weeds.  His  arable  and  pasture  grds.  should  pro- 
duce nothing  but  grain,  pulse  if  he  raises  them,  vegitables  of 
different  sorts,  according  to  his  designs,  and  grasses.  Nothing 
then  but  deep  and  frequent  plowing,  hoeing  and  hand  weed- 
ing, can  eradicate  weeds,  and  such  other  trash  as  foul,  and  ex- 
haust the  fields,  and  diminish  the  Crops :  and  these,  neither  in 
season,  in  quantity  or  quality,  can  be  given,  if  more  is  under- 
taken than  the  force  and  means  are  competent  to.  I  am  glad  to 
hear  that  the  young  Timothy  is  beginning  to  shew  itself  in  the 
new  meadows.  It  is  an  ardent  wish  of  mine  to  have  the  whole 
well  covered  with  grass,  free  from  Sprouts  and  weeds,  and 
Smooth  for  the  Scythe.  How  does  the  Clover  which  was  sown 
with  the  Oats  at  Mansion  house  come  on  ?  Does  the  Potatoes 
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at  that  place  look  well  ?  and  what  is  the  general  appearance 
of  them  at  the  Farms  ? 

Crow  has  been  applying  to  Colonel  Ball  (near  Leesburgh  in 
Loudoun  County)  for  a  place;  if  therefore  he  or  McKoy  re- 
mains it  will  only  be  because  (after  enquiry)  they  find  they 
cannot  do  better.  I  would  have  you  therefore,  make  your  agree- 
ments with  whomsoever  you  may  think  will  answer  your  pur- 
poses on  the  Eastern  shore,  or  elsewhere,  conclusive,  otherwise 
you  may  meet  with  some  disappointment,  and  at  a  late  hour 
perhaps,  be  obliged  to  put  up  with  any  you  can  get.  For  your 
own  ease  and  satisfaction,  I  am  persuaded  you  will  endeavor  to 
provide  men  of  good  character;  and  such  as  have  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  industrious,  sober,  and  knowing  in  their  manage- 
ment of  Negros,  and  other  concerns  of  a  farm.  These  things 
being  ascertained  to  your  own  satisfaction,  is  all  I  require,  as 
you  know  what  has  been,  or  ought  to  be  given  for  such  Over- 
lookers as  I  stand  in  need  of. 

It  seems  to  me,  to  be  indispensibly  necessary  that  some  per- 
son should  be  engaged  in  place  of  Thomas  Green,  to  look  after 
my  Carpenters;  for  in  the  manner  they  conduct  under  his  Su- 
perintendancy,  it  would  be  for  my  interest  to  set  them  free, 
rather  than  give  them  their  victuals  and  cloaths.  James,  by 
the  Reports,  has  been  9  days  I  perceive,  in  plaining  the  floors 
of  the  house  in  Town,  Muclus  (besides  what  was  done  to  it 
before)  Six  days  paving,  and  sanding  the  Cellar  which  a  man 
in  Philadelphia  wd.  have  done  in  less  than  as  many  hours. 
Davis  eight  or  nine  days  papering,  and  so  on;  whilst  Green 
himself,  and  the  others,  appear  determined  (as  it  would  seem 
to  me)  to  make  the  new-house  at  Union  farm  a  standing  job 
for  the  Summer;  as  the  Chimney,  and  underpinning  will, 
more  than  probably  be,  for  Davis  the  sametime.  When  this 
last  work  is  done,  that  is,  underpinning  the  house,  it  must  be 
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remembered  that  air  holes  is  left  in  it  to  prevent  the  Sleepers 
from  rotting. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  say  beforehand  that  no  trifling  char- 
acter (unless  he  is  suffered  to  tread  in  the  footsteps  of  Green) 
will  do  for  an  Overlooker  of  diese  workmen.  Besides  the  usual 
requisites  of  skill,  honesty,  sobriety  and  industry,  he  must  be  a 
man  of  temper,  firmness,  and  resolution,  for  it  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  men  who  have  been  in  the  habits  of  such  extreme 
idleness  so  long,  can  be  recovered  from  it  without  prudent 
management,  and  much  resolution,  properly  tempered.  I  do 
not  mean  that  a  person  in  the  place  of  Green  should  be  em- 
ployed before  his  year  is  up  unless  his  conduct,  in  the  mean- 
time should,  in  your  judgment,  indispensibly  require  it. 

I  would  not  have  you  engage  any  person  in  the  room  of 
Butler  yet,  though  it  would  be  but  fair  and  candid  to  let  him 
know,  that  by  his  age,  inactivity,  and  unacquaintedness  with 
the  management  of  Negros  it  would  not  suit  me  to  continue 
him  longer  than  for  the  term  he  stands  engaged,  at  present. 
If  it  suits  him  equally  to  go  away  before  the  expiration  of  that 
term,  I  would,  in  that  case,  write  to  the  farmer  I  have  men- 
tioned to  you  in  my  two  last  letters,  to  see  if  he  is  still  disen- 
gaged, and  would  go  there;  But  unless  Butler's  inclination 
leads  him  to  go,  I  shall  neither  require  it,  nor  write  to  the  other. 

As  soon  as  you  are  able  to  fix  up  on  the  precise  time  at  which 
you  shall  leave  Mount  Vernon  for  the  Eastern  shore  mention  it 
in  a  letter,  and  when  it  is  probable  you  will  be  back  that  I  may 
regulate  my  letters  accordingly. 

The  Bacon  and  other  things  which  you  sent  up  to  Alexan- 
dria are  arrived  in  good  order,  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  add  than  that,  as  this  is  the  critical 
month  for  Corn,  which  is  also  a  plant  that  is  subject  to  great 
and  sudden  changes,  my  desire  is  that  you  will  mention  the 
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appearance  of  it  in  every  letter  you  write.  I  want  also  to  know 
how  the  Buck  Wheat,  sown  for  Seed,  has  come  up  and  looks, 
and  whether  of  that  you  turned  in  as  a  manure  there  was 
seed  enough  ripe  to  stock  the  ground  again  with  this  plant. 
I  am  etc.73 

*To  JAMES  ROSS 

German  Town,  August  6, 1794. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  was  written  agreeably  to  its  date,7*  and 
would  have  been  sent  by  the  Mail  to  Pittsburgh  (under  cover 
to  Colo.  Presley  Nevill)  but  finding  that  conveyance  had  be- 
come unsafe,  I  did  not  incline  to  embrace  it.  It  will,  I  hope 
and  expect,  be  put  into  your  hands  by  Mr.  Bradford,  the  At- 
torney General,  who  will  communicate  to  you  the  purport  of 
his  visit  into  the  part  of  the  Country  wherein  you  reside. 

The  reason  of  my  adding  to  the  enclosed  is,  that  yesterday 
a  person  (whose  name,  nor  place  of  abode  I  did  not  enquire, 
being  otherwise  engaged,  and  hurried  at  the  time)  called  upon 
me  to  know  if  I  would  sell  my  land  in  the  County  of  Fayette; 
answering  in  the  affirmative,  he  asked  the  price.  I  told  him 
I  had  given  you  a  power  to  sell  it,  and  to  you  his  application 
had  best  be  made.  Pressing  still  to  know  the  price,  I  told  him 
I  could  enter  into  no  engagement,  but  supposed  if  the  land  was 
yet  unsold  he  might  obtain  it  at  Six  dollars  an  Acre. 

This  person  was  a  driver  of  his  own  Team,  and  from  his 
appearance  I  hardly  supposed  he  was  in  circumstances  to  ad- 
vance ten  pounds  in  payment;  but  to  my  surprise  he  gave  me 
to  understand  (not  gasconadingly)  that  he  could  pay  a  ^1000 

wThe  press  copy  has  been  inked  over  by  Washington,  and  varies,  in  many  minor 
verbal  details,  from  the  text  printed  by  M.  D.  Conway,  in  George  Washington  and 
Mount  Vernon,  Long  Island  Historical  Society  Memoirs  (vol.  4). 

"Starred  in  the  text  and  margin  as  "  1st  of  August  1794." 
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down,  and  with  sufficient  time  to  dispose  of  the  land  on  which 
he  lives,  he  could  pay  ^3000  more.  I  advised  him  to  proceed 
to  you,  and  he  seemed  disposed  to  go,  of  which  I  make  this 
mention. 

I  am  sorry  I  did  not  ask  his  name  as  he  seemed  much  in 
earnest  and  had  rid  from  Philadelphia  to  this  place  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  making  the  foregoing  enquiries.  I  think  he 
said  he  lived  in  Cumberland  County.  With  very  great  esteem 
I  am  etc.75 

PROCLAMATION 

Philadelphia,  August  7, 1794. 

Whereas  combinations  to  defeat  the  execution  of  the  laws 
laying  duties  upon  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States, 
and  upon  stills,  have  from  the  time  of  the  commencement  of 
those  laws  existed  in  some  of  the  Western  parts  of  Pennsylvania : 

And  whereas  the  said  combinations,  proceeding  in  a  manner 
subversive  equally  of  the  just  authority  of  Government  and  of 
the  rights  of  individuals,  have  hitherto  effected  their  danger- 
ous and  criminal  purpose;  by  the  influence  of  certain  irregular 
meetings,  whose  proceedings  have  tended  to  encourage  and 
uphold  the  spirit  of  opposition;  by  misrepresentations  of  the 
laws  calculated  to  render  them  odious;  by  endeavors  to  deter 
those,  who  might  be  so  disposed  from  accepting  offices  under 
them,  through  fear  of  public  resentment  and  of  injury  to  per- 
son and  property,  and  to  compel  those  who  had  accepted  such 
offices,  by  actual  violence  to  surrender  or  forbear  the  execu- 
tion of  them;  by  circulating  vindictive  menaces  against  all 
those  who  should  otherwise  directly  or  indirectly  aid  in  the 
execution  of  the  said  laws,  or  who,  yielding  to  the  dictates  of 

"From  a  photostat  of  the  original  through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  A.  S.  W.  Rosenbach, 
of  New  York  City. 
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conscience,  and  to  a  sense  of  obligation,  should  themselves 
comply  therewith;  by  actually  injuring  and  destroying  the 
property  of  persons  who  were  understood  to  have  so  complied; 
by  inicting  cruel  and  humiliating  punishments  upon  private 
citizens  for  no  other  cause,  than  that  of  appearing  to  be  friends 
of  the  laws;  by  intercepting  the  public  officers  on  the  high- 
ways, abusing,  assaulting,  and  otherwise  ill-treating  them; 
by  going  to  their  houses  in  the  night,  gaining  admittance  by 
force,  taking  away  their  papers,  and  committing  other  out- 
rages, employing  for  these  unwarrantable  purposes  the  agency 
of  armed  banditti  disguised  in  such  manner  as  for  the  most  part 
to  escape  discovery: 

And  whereas  the  endeavors  of  the  Legislature  to  obviate  ob- 
jections to  the  said  laws,  by  lowering  the  duties  and  by  other 
alterations  conducive  to  the  convenience  of  those  whom  they 
immediately  affect  (though  they  have  given  satisfaction  in  other 
quarters,)  and  the  endeavors  of  the  executive  officers  to  concili- 
ate a  compliance  with  the  laws,  by  explanations,  by  forbear- 
ance, and  even  by  particular  accommodations,  founded  on  the 
suggestions  of  local  considerations,  have  been  disappointed  of 
their  effect  by  the  machinations  of  persons  whose  industry  to 
excite  resistance  has  increased  with  every  appearance  of  a  dis- 
position among  the  people  to  relax  in  their  opposition  and  to 
acquiesce  in  the  laws,  insomuch  that  many  persons  in  the  said 
Western  parts  of  Pennsylvania  have  at  length  been  hardy 
enough  to  perpetrate  acts  which  I  am  advised  amount  to  trea- 
son, being  overt  acts  of  levying  war  against  the  United  States; 
the  said  persons  having  on  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  of 
July  last  past  proceeded  in  arms  (on  the  second  day,  amounting 
to  several  hundreds)  to  the  house  of  John  Neville,  inspector  of 
the  revenue  for  the  fourth  survey  of  the  district  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, having  repeatedly  attacked  the  said  house  with  the  persons 
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therein,  wounding  some  of  them;  having  seized  David  Lenox, 
marshal  of  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  who,  previous  thereto, 
had  been  fired  upon  while  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  by  a 
party  of  armed  men,  detaining  him  for  some  time  prisoner,  till, 
for  the  preservation  of  his  life  and  the  obtaining  of  his  liberty, 
he  found  it  necessary  to  enter  into  stipulations  to  forbear  the 
execution  of  certain  official  duties  touching  processes  issuing 
out  of  a  Court  of  the  United  States;  and  having  finally  obliged 
the  said  inspector  of  the  revenue,  and  the  said  marshal,  from 
considerations  of  personal  safety,  to  fly  from  that  part  of  the 
country,  in  order,  by  a  circuitous  route,  to  proceed  to  the  seat  of 
Government;  avowing  as  the  motives  of  these  outrageous  pro- 
ceedings an  intention  to  prevent  by  force  of  arms  the  execution 
of  the  said  laws,  to  oblige  the  said  inspector  of  the  revenue  to 
renounce  his  said  office,  to  withstand  by  open  violence  the  law- 
ful authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
compel  thereby  an  alteration  in  the  measures  of  the  Legislature 
and  a  repeal  of  the  laws  aforesaid. 

And  whereas,  by  a  law  of  the  United  States,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of 
the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions," 76  it  is 
enacted, 

that  whenever  the  laws  of  the  United  States  shall  be  opposed  or  the  exe- 
cution of  them  obstructed  in  any  State  by  combinations  too  powerful  to 
be  suppressed  by  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  or  by  the 
powers  vested  in  the  marshals  by  that  act,  the  same  being  notified  by  an 
Associate  Justice  or  the  District  Judge,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  call  forth  the  militia  of  such  State  to  suppress 
such  combinations,  and  to  cause  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed.  And  if 
the  militia  of  a  State  where  such  combinations  may  happen  shall  refuse, 
or  be  insufficient  to  suppress  the  same,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Presi- 
dent, if  the  Legislature  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be  in  session,  to 

76Of  May  2,  1792. 
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call  forth  and  employ  such  numbers  of  the  militia  of  any  other  State  or 
States,  most  convenient  thereto,  as  may  be  necessary;  and  the  use  of 
the  militia  so  to  be  called  forth  may  be  continued,  if  necessary,  until  the 
expiration  of  thirty  days  after  the  commencement  of  the  ensuing  session: 
Provided,  always,  That  whenever  it  may  be  necessary,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  President,  to  use  the  military  force  hereby  directed  to  be  called 
forth,  the  President  shall  forthwith,  and  previous  thereto,  by  proclama- 
tion, command  such  insurgents  to  disperse  and  retire  peaceably  to  their 
respective  abodes  within  a  limited  time. 

And  whereas  James  Wilson,  an  Associate  Justice,  on  the 
fourth  instant,  by  writing  under  his  hand,  did,  from  evidence 
which  had  been  laid  before  him,  notify  to  me  that 

in  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Alleghany,  in  Pennsylvania,  laws  of 
the  United  States  are  opposed,  and  the  execution  thereof  obstructed  by 
combinations  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  ordinary  course  of 
judicial  proceedings,  or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the  marshal  of  the 
district. 

And  whereas  it  is,  in  my  judgment,  necessary,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  to  take  measures  for  calling  forth  the 
militia,  in  order  to  suppress  the  combinations  aforesaid,  and  to 
cause  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed,  and  I  have  accordingly  de- 
termined so  to  do,  feeling  the  deepest  regret  for  the  occasion, 
but  withal  the  most  solemn  conviction  that  the  essential  inter- 
ests of  the  Union  demand  it;  that  the  very  existence  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  fundamental  principles  of  social  order,  are 
materially  involved  in  the  issue,  and  that  the  patriotism  and 
firmness  of  all  good  citizens  are  seriously  called  upon,  as  occa- 
sion may  require,  to  aid  in  the  effectual  suppression  of  so  fatal 
a  spirit. 

Wherefore,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  proviso  above  recited,  I, 
George  Washington,  President  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby 
command  all  persons,  being  insurgents  as  aforesaid,  and  all 
others  whom  it  may  concern,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
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September  next,  to  disperse  and  retire  peaceably  to  their  re- 
spective abodes.  And  I  do  moreover  warn  all  persons  whom- 
soever against  aiding,  abetting,  or  comforting  the  perpetrators 
of  the  aforesaid  treasonable  acts;  and  do  require  all  officers  and 
other  citizens,  according  to  their  respective  duties  and  the  laws 
of  the  land,  to  exert  their  utmost  endeavors  to  prevent  and  sup- 
press such  dangerous  proceedings.77 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 
(Private) 

German  Town  Friday  8  Oclock  PM  August  8, 1794. 
Dear  Sir:  Mr.  Bradfords  letter  (which  I  presume  you  have 
seen,  and)  which  was  sent  to  me  by  Express,  conveyed  to  my 
mind  a  different  idea  than  it  is  now  impressed  with,  from  the 
Secretary  of  States  account  of  the  conversation  he  has  had  with 
Colo.  Nevill  and  Major  Lenox.  I  concluded  from  the  first 
(combined  with  the  articles  in  the  morning  Gazettes)  that  the 
Insurrection  West  of  the  Mountains  was  not  only  general,  but 
that  the  Insurgents  were  on  the  point  of  embodying;  and 
would  receive  no  mission.  Under  these  circumstances  I  could 
see  no  propriety  in  the  absence  of  the  Officers  of  the  govern- 
ment; nor  how  I  could  stand  justified  in  permitting  the  meas- 
ure. But  I  do  not  perceive  that  the  Accts.  of  the  Inspector  and 
Marshall  place  matters  in  a  worse  light  than  they  stood  before, 


77  From  the  printed  text  in  the  Annals  of  Congress. 

The  following  letter  is  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers: 
"The  draft  of  a  Proclamation  and  that  of  an  instruction  to  the  Commissioners  being 
both  prepared,  we  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  that  we  think  a  meeting  tomorrow 
morning  at  such  hour  as  may  be  convenient  to  the  President,  may  be  adviseablc.  The 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  Attorney  General  being  out  of  town  we  cannot  consult 
them,  but  we  will  engage  the  attendance  of  the  Attorney  General  provisionally  by 
Nine  o'clock  and  if  the  President  concludes  on  the  Meeting  at  that  hour,  he  can  have 
the  Secy,  of  State  apprised  of  it.  .  .  .  A.  Hamilton.  H.  Knox.  August  5,  1794-" 
James  Ross,  Jasper  Yeates,  and  William  Bradford  had  been  appointed  United  States 
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I  consent  to  your  pursuing  your  plan,  and  wish  you  a  good  jour- 
ney and  a  safe  and  speedy  return.78  Yours  always,      [ms.  h.  s.] 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

German  town,  2  o'clock,  August  8, 1794. 

Sir:  I  have  this  instant  received  your  note  of  even  date  with 
this,  and  desire  if  the  request  of  the  Attorney  General  accords 
with  the  unanimous  sentiments  of  yourself  and  the  other  two 
Secretaries,  the  power  may  be  sent  agreeably  thereto. 

I  request  also  that  all  the  information  that  can  be  obtained 
from  the  Inspector  Neville 79  and  the  marshal,  may  be  had  as 
soon  as  they  shall  have  arrived  in  the  City;  and  wish  it  to  be 
delivered  before  yourself  and  the  above  gentlemen,  that  all  of 
you  being  thoroughly  possessed  of  the  facts,  and  digesting  them 
well,  may  be  ready  to  meet  me  at  my  house  in  the  City  tomor- 
row morning,  with  your  opinions  on  the  propriety  of  changing 
any  measure  already  resolved  on,  or  for  adding  others  thereto, 
according  to  the  information  which  shall  be  received  from  them. 
It  might  not  be  amiss  that  the  Inspector  and  marshal  shou'd  be 
at  hand,  tomorrow  at  the  hour  appointed.80 

*ToBURGESBALL 

German  Town,  August  10, 1794. 
Dear  Sir :  We  removed  to  this  place  about  twelve  days  ago  to 
avoid  the  heat  of  Philadelphia,  and  probably  may  remain  at  it 
until  the  middle  of  next  month.  It  was  here  I  received  your  let- 
ter of  the  5th.  instant,  which  came  to  my  hands  yesterday. 

Commissioners  to  settle  the  difficulties,  by  Secretary  of  State  Randolph  on  August  6. 
A  copy  of  his  letter  to  them  (August  6)  and  a  copy  of  their  instructions,  from  Ran- 
dolph (August  7),  is  in  Pennsylvania  Insurrection  Papers  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

78  Knox  was  on  the  point  of  going  to  Maine. 

"John  Neville.  He  was  one  of  the  inspectors  of  survey  of  distilled  spirits  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 

80 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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The  business  of  establishing  Arsenals,  and  providing  proper 
places  for  them  is  within  the  Department  of  War;  the  Secre- 
tary of  which  (General  Knox)  set  out  on  Friday  last  for  the 
Provence  of  main,  and  will  not  be  returned  in  less  than  Six 
weeks.  But  as  I  am  persuaded  he  has  no  idea  (nor  are  there 
indeed  funds  provided  equal  thereto)  of  giving  25,000  Dollars 
for  the  Site  of  one,  only,  I  would  not  have  you,  by  any  means, 
avoid  sowing  Wheat;  or  doing  anything  else  which  you  might 
have  had  in  contemplation  to  do  on  Account  of  what  I  men- 
tioned to  you,  in  my  last,  on  this  subject. 

What  (under  the  rose  I  ask  it)  is  said,  or  thought,  as  far  as  it 
has  appeared  to  you,  of  the  conduct  of  the  People  in  the  West- 
ern Counties  of  this  State  (Pennsylvania)  towards  the  excise 
Officers  ?  and  does  there  seem  to  be  a  disposition  among  those 
with  whom  you  converse,  to  bring  them  to  a  Sense  of  their 
duty,  and  obedience  to  law,  by  coercion,  if,  after  they  are  fully 
notified  by  the  Proclamation  and  other  expedients,  of  the  con- 
sequences of  such  outrageous  proceedings,  they  do  not  Submit 
to  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  and  suffer  the  Collection  of 
the  duties  upon  Spirituous  liquors,  and  Stills,  to  be  made  as  in 
other  places  ?  In  a  word,  would  their  be  any  difficulty,  as  far  as 
the  matter  has  passed  under  your  observation,  in  drawing  out 
a  part  of  the  Militia  of  Loudoun,  Berkeley  and  Frederick  to 
quell  this  rebellious  spirit,  and  to  support  order  and  good  gov- 
ernment ?  You  will  readily  perceive  that  questions  of  this  sort 
from  me  to  you  and  your  answers  are  for  my  private  informa- 
tion, and  to  go  no  further  than  ourselves. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  your  bad  state  of  health  requires  the 
waters  of  Bath,  but  hope  they  will  restore  you.  My  love  (in 
which  Mrs.  Washington  unites)  is  offered  to  Mrs.  Ball  and 
the  family.   I  am  etc.81 

81  From  the  Ball  Deposit  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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*To  CHARLES  MYNN  THRUSTON 
(Private) 

Philadelphia,  August  10, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  21st.  of  June  came  duly  to  hand. 
For  the  communications  contained  in  it,  I  thank  you;  as  I  shall 
do  for  any  other  that  is  interesting  to  the  Community  and  nec- 
essary for  me  to  be  informed  of.  That  there  should  exist  in  this 
country  such  a  spirit  as  you  say  pervades  the  people  of  Ken- 
tucky (and  which  I  have  also  learnt  through  other  channels) 
is,  to  me,  matter  of  great  wonder;  and  that  it  should  prevail 
there,  more  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Union,  is  not  less  sur- 
prising to  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  exertions  of  the 
General  government  in  their  favor.  But  it  will  serve  to  evince 
whensoever,  and  to  whomsoever  facts  are  developed  (and  they 
are  not  unknown  at  this  moment,  to  many  of  the  principal 
characters  in  that  State)  that  there  must  exist  a  pre-disposition 
among  them  to  be  dissatisfied  under  any  circumstances,  and 
under  every  exertion  of  government  (short  of  a  war  with  Spain, 
which  must  eventually  involve  one  with  Great  Britain)  to  pro- 
mote their  welfare. 

The  protection  they  receive,  and  the  unwearied  endeavours 
of  the  General  government  to  accomplish  (by  repeated  and 
ardent  remonstrances)  what  they  seem  to  have  most  at  heart, 
viz,  the  navigation  of  the  Mississipi,  obtain  no  credit  with  them, 
or  what  is  full  as  likely,  may  be  concealed  from  them  or  misrep- 
resented by  those  Societies82  who  under  specious  colourings 
are  spreading  mischief  far  and  wide  either  from  real  ignorance 
of  the  measures  pursuing  by  the  government,  or  from  a  wish  to 

82  Democratic. 
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bring  it,  as  much  as  they  are  able,  into  discredit;  for  what  pur- 
poses, every  man  is  left  to  his  own  conjectures. 

That  similar  attempts  to  discontent  the  public  mind  have 
been  practiced  with  too  much  success  in  some  of  the  Western 
Counties  in  this  State  you  are,  I  am  certain,  not  to  learn.  Actual 
rebellion  against  the  Laws  of  the  United  States  exist  at  this 
moment  notwithstanding  every  lenient  measure  which  could 
comport  with  the  duties  of  the  public  Officers  have  been  exer- 
cised to  reconcile  them  to  the  collection  of  the  taxes  upon  spir- 
ituous liquors  and  Stills.  What  may  be  the  consequences  of 
such  violent  and  outrageous  proceedings  is  painful  in  a  high 
degree  even  in  contemplation.  But  if  the  Laws  are  to  be  so 
trampled  upon,  with  impunity,  and  a  minority  (a  small  one  too) 
is  to  dictate  to  the  majority  there  is  an  end  put,  at  one  stroke,  to 
republican  government;  and  nothing  but  anarchy  and  confu- 
sion is  to  be  expected  thereafter;  for  Some  other  man,  or  soci- 
ety, may  dislike  another  Law  and  oppose  it  with  equal  pro- 
priety until  all  Laws  are  prostrate,  and  every  one  (the  strongest 
I  presume)  will  carve  for  himself.  Yet,  there  will  be  found 
persons  I  have  no  doubt,  who,  although  they  may  not  be  hardy 
enough  to  justify  such  open  opposition  to  the  Laws,  will,  never- 
theless, be  opposed  to  coercion  even  if  the  proclamation  and  the 
other  temperate  measures  which  are  in  train  by  the  Executive 
to  avert  the  dire  necessity  of  a  resort  to  arms,  should  fail.  How 
far  such  people  may  extend  their  influence,  and  what  may  be 
the  consequences  thereof  is  not  easy  to  decide;  but  this  we 
know,  that  it  is  not  difficult  by  concealment  of  some  facts,  and 
the  exaggeration  of  others,  (where  there  is  an  influence)  to  bias 
a  well-meaning  mind,  at  least  for  a  time,  truth  will  ultimately 
prevail  where  pains  is  taken  to  bring  it  to  light. 

I  have  a  great  regard  for  Genl.  Morgan,  and  respect  his  mili- 
tary talents,  and  am  persuaded  if  a  lit  occasion  should  occur  no 
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one  would  exert  them  with  more  zeal  in  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try than  he  would.  It  is  my  ardent  wish,  however,  that  this 
Country  should  remain  in  Peace  as  long  as  the  Interest,  honour 
and  dignity  of  it  will  permit,  and  its  laws,  enacted  by  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  People  freely  chosen,  shall  obtain.  With 
much  esteem  &c. 

*  To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

German  Town,  August  10, 1794. 

Mr.  Pearce :  I  have  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  3d.  with 
the  reports  of  the  preceeding  week. 

If  you  think  the  Oat  ground  at  River  farm,  will  not  be  too 
much  drawn  by  a  succeeding  Crop  of  Wheat,  for  Clover;  I 
have  no  objection  to  your  sowing  it  with  Wheat,  but  I  have 
serious  doubts  on  this  head ;  and  doubts  equally  serious  of  an- 
other kind,  viz,  that  on  such  stiff  and  baking  land  as  mine  is, 
sowing  Clover  on  Wheat,  in  the  Spring,  (or  which  is  still  bet- 
ter, on  light  Snows  in  the  Month  of  January  or  February)  will 
rarely  answer.  A  proof  of  this  you  have  had  both  at  Dogue 
Run  and  Union  Farm  the  present  year;  and  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection  I  have  not  been  much  more  successful  in  former 
years.  But  I  leave  it  to  you  to  act  in  this  case  according  to  your 
own  judgment.83 

It  is  my  wish  to  lay  the  ground  you  speak  of  to  Clover  as 
soon  as  possibly  it  can  be  put  into  condition  to  bear  it,  to 
any  advantage;  for  until  this  happens,  the  seed  is,  in  a  manner, 
thrown  away  and  an  expence,  without  profit,  is  incurred. 

When  the  money  becomes  due  for  the  flour  sold  in  Alex- 
andria, receive  the  same;  take  from  it  what  your  necessities 

^At  this  point  the  printed  text  in  M.  D.  Conway's  George  Washington  and  Mount 
Vernon,  Long  Island  Historical  Society  Memoirs  (vol.  4),  has  the  following:  "(As  I 
have  understood  from  you,,  that  your  own  land  is  equally  stiff  with  mine,  you  will 
know  better  how  to  manage  the  latter  than  if  it  had  been  different.)" 
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may  require;  and  deposit  the  rest  in  the  Bank  at  that  place; 
where  it  will  be  ready  for  my  call,  or  any  order  I  may  give 
concerning  it;  inform  me  thereof.  I  do  not  perceive  by  the 
Spinning  report,  that  any  of  the  Girls  are  employed  in  making 
woolen  cloaths  for  the  people;  nor  do  I  know  what  cloth  you 
have  on  hand  (from  the  Weavers)  for  this  purpose.  All  ought 
to  be  ready  by  the  first  of  November,  to  deliver  to  them. 

I  do  not,  at  this  distance,  pretend  to  determine  when  your 
people,  generally  will  have  most  leizure  for  the  purpose,  but 
this  I  can  determine,  that  whenever  it  does  happen,  all  hands 
that  can  be  spared,  ought  to  be  employed  on  the  New  Race 
to  the  Mill;  for  the  time  spent  in  repairing  the  old  Race  after 
every  Rain,  would  go  a  good  way  towards  the  completion  of 
the  new  one;  besides  the  great  saving  of  water. 

If  you  think  the  Fall  a  better  time  to  sow  the  Seeds  which 
have  been  saved  from  the  little  garden  and  the  Vineyard  than 
the  Spring  I  could  wish  to  have  it  done,  as  I  am  extremely 
anxious  to  encrease  the  quantity  of  each  as  fast  as  I  am  able; 
particularly  the  Sainfoin;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Spring 
is  thought  the  safest  Season  the  sowing  may  be  delayed  until 
that  period;  whch.  on  one  acct.  would  be  convenient,  as  I  mean 
to  sow  them  in  Squares  in  the  lot  now  in  Potatoes  at  the  Man- 
sion house. 

Desire  the  Gardener  to  save  as  much  seed  as  he  can  from 
the  everlasting  Pea  in  the  Vineyard.  I  cannot  but  be  of  opinion 
that  this  Pea,  cut  young,  will  make  an  excellent  Hay.  The 
quantity  of  it  will  be  great,  and  its  continuance  in  the  ground, 
long.  Nor  do  I  believe  it  requires  very  strong  land  to  produce 
it.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  Sow  the  early,  that  is  the  drilled  Wheat,  in  good  ground 
and  in  good  time,  that  the  most  that  can,  may  be  made  of  it. 
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If  there  is  nothing  in  the  ground  (in  the  little  garden)  ad- 
joining to  the  few  plants  of  Sainfoin,  you  might  put  one  half 
the  seed  of  that  plant  which  the  Gardener  saved  therein;  let  the 
rows  be  about  12  inches  apart,  and  the  seed  very  thin  in 
the  Rows,  the  other  half  may  be  kept  for  Spring  sowing  to 
take  both  seasons.84 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY85 

Tuesday,  4  o'clock,  German  town,  August  12, 1794. 

Your  letter  of  the  12  did  not  get  to  my  hands  until  my  return 
from  Philada.  about  an  hour  ago. 

The  Letters  from  Majors  Butler86  and  Baif,  make  it  neces- 
sary, in  my  opinion,  to  vest  discretionary  orders  with  the  for- 
mer, to  reinforce  the  Garrison  at  Pittsburgh  with  as  many 
men  from  Fort  Franklin,  as  can  be  drawn  from  it  without 
hazarding  that  post  too  much;  provided  the  hazard  (on  ac- 
count of  the  Insurgents)  may  not  be  too  great  for  the  proposed 
advantage  of  the  measure. 

I  sent  you  through  the  Secry.  of  State,  two  letters  (of  the  14 
and  16  ulto.)  with  enclosures  from  Govr.  Blount,87  which  you 
will  consider  and  report  on.88 

*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

German  Town,  August  17, 1794. 
Mr.  Pearce :  Your  letter  of  the  10th.  has  been  duly  received, 
and  I  am  glad  to  find  by  it  that  your  Corn  still  retains  a  favorable 

84  The  P.  S.  is  not  in  the  press  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers,  but  is  taken  from  the 
printed  text  in  Conway's  George  Washington  and  Mount  Vernon. 

85 In  Knox's  absence  Hamilton  took  over  the  duties  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
86 Majors  Thomas  Butler  and  Erkuries  Beatty,  of  the  United  States  Legion. 
87  Gov.  William  Blount,  of  the  Southwest  Territory. 
88 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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appearance  and  the  ground  on  which  it  grows  in  tolerable 
good  order  for  the  reception  of  Wheat.  I  wish  it  had  been  in 
perfect  order,  as  I  have  no  idea  of  the  propriety  of  seeding 
where  it  is  not.  You  have  not  yet  answered  a  question  in  one  of 
my  late  letters,  viz,  whether  the  Buck  wheat  which  had  been 
plowed  in  for  Manure,  had  so  seeded  the  ground  as  to  be  bring- 
ing forward  a  second  crop  of  that  article  for  the  same  purpose, 
that  is,  for  manure. 

I  cannot  with  certainty  recollect,  whether  I  saw  the  India 
hemp  growing  when  I  was  last  at  Mount  Vernon;  but  think  it 
was  in  the  Vineyard;  somewhere  I  hope  it  was  sown,  and  there- 
fore desire  that  the  Seed  may  be  saved  in  due  season  and  with 
as  little  loss  as  possible;  that,  if  it  be  valuable  I  may  make  the 
most  of  it. 

What  appearance  does  the  Potatoes,  which  the  Gardener  at- 
tempted to  raise  from  the  Sprouts,  put  on  at  this  time;  and  what 
are  they  likely  to  come  to,  compared  with  such  as  might  have 
been  produced  in  the  same  ground,  planted  at  the  same  time, 
in  the  usual  way. 

When  I  was  at  home,  an  application  was  made  to  me  by  Kate 
at  Muddy  hole  (through  her  husband  Will)  to  lay  the  Negro 
Women  (as  a  Grany)  on  my  estate;  intimating  that  she  was 
full  as  well  qualified  for  this  purpose  as  those  into  whose  hands 
it  was  entrusted  and  to  whom  I  was  paying  twelve  or  £15  a 
year;  and  why  she  should  not  be  so  I  know  not;  but  wish  you  to 
cause  some  enquiry  to  be  made  into  this  matter,  and  commit 
this  business  to  her,  if  thereupon  you  shall  be  satisfied  of  her 
qualifications.  This  service,  formerly,  was  always  performed 
by  a  Negro  woman  belonging  to  the  estate,  but  latterly,  until 
now,  none  seemed  disposed  to  undertake  it. 

I  perceive  by  the  George  Town  Gazette,  that  the  Potomac 
Company,  by  their  Treasurer  William  Hartshorn  of  Alexan- 
dria, has  called  upon  the  holders  of  Shares  in  that  Navigation 
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for  twelve  pounds  sterg.  each,  to  be  paid  on,  or  before  the  first 
day  of  next  month  (September).  I  hold  five  shares  in  this 
Company  which  will  make  the  call  upon  me  £60  Sterg.  which 
is  to  be  discharged  at  an  exchange  of  331/3  pr  Ct.  wch.  amounts 
to  about  £80  Virga  Curry,  or  266  2/3  dollrs.  Let  this  sum  be 
paid  by  the  day  or  I  shall  have  interest  to  pay  for  every  day  it 
runs  over.  You  will  pay  it  out  of  the  money  due  for  the  Flour 
which  was  sold  in  Alexandria,  and  wch.  I  desired  should  be 
placed  in  the  Bank. 

Not  having  Colo.  Lyles  Bond  by  me,  I  cannot  make  a  clear 
statement  of  the  matter  in  my  Books,  without  knowing  the 
precise  condition  of  it.  I  therefore  desire  you  will  send  me  an 
exact  copy  of  the  condition  of  the  said  Bond,  with  the  date 
thereof  in  your  first  letter. 

I  do  not  conceive  that  you  will  sustain  any  loss  in  parting 
with  Crow;  for  a  mans  abilities,  or  knowledge  of  business  is  of 
little  avail  if  they  are  not  exerted;  or  if  he  suffers  indolence,  or 
amusements  to  overcome  them,  and  a  bad  temper  to  keep  all 
around  him  in  a  state  of  disquietude  which  was  too  much  the 
case  with  him,  as  well  as  loss  of  Stock  and  injury  to  other  things 
by  his  inattentions  and  neglect.  Do  what  you  think  best  with 
McKoy,  but  recollect  always  that  the  season  for  providing  good 
overseers  is  passing  away,  and  none  will  be  to  be  had  late,  ex- 
cept such  as,  with  difficulty,  can  get  places  at  all;  yet,  I  had 
rather  you  should  take  the  chance  of  the  Eastern  shore  before 
you  engage  any  on  the  other,  or  round  abt.  you,  as  they  are 
more  accustomed  to  farming.  But  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  let  it 
be  generally  known,  before  you  go  to  the  Eastern  shore,  that 
you  are  in  want  of  Overseers;  that  if  you  fail  to  obtain  any 
while  there,  your  chance  may  be  the  better  after  you  return.  I 
have  not  the  smallest  doubt  but  that  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  materials  which  falls  into  the  hands  of  Green  and  those 
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under  him  are  applied  to  purposes  of  their  own.  A  letter  is  en- 
closed for  Butler,  who  must  take  his  own  way. 

I  hope  your  sick  daughter  has  got  well  again.  I  am  etc. 

What  rare  ripe  corn  will  you  be  able  to  save  from  what  I  sent 
home  last  Spring  ?  in  part  of  an  Ear.89 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
(Private) 

Tuesday  Morning,  August  19, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  I  sincerely  condole  with  you  and  Mrs.  Randolph 
on  your  late  loss;  but  as  it  was  an  event  which  had  been  long 
expected,  I  hope  she  will  meet  the  stroke  with  fortitude. 

Under  the  circumstances  wch.  exist,  it  is  by  no  means  my 
desire  that  you  should  attend  to  the  duties  of  yr.  Departmt.  in 
the  City  today,  unless  it  accords  perfectly  with  your  conven- 
ience and  inclination.  In  that  case  and  that  only  It  is  my  wish 
that  the  files  of  your  Office  may  be  thoroughly  examined  to  see 
if  such  communications  are  on  them  as  Mr.  Jaudenes 90  refers 
to.  and  that  you,  and  the  Secrety.  of  the  Treasury  wd.  give  this 
matter  full  consideration  between  this  and  tomorrow  when, 
at  ten  Oclock  I  will  meet  you  both  at  my  house  in  town  to  know 
the  result  and  to  converse  further  on  this  subject  which  from 
present  appearances,  I  think  undignified,  and  highly  insulting 
on  the  part  of  Spain.  Yours  etc. 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

German  town,  August  21, 1794. 
Sir:  To  your  note  of  this  date  (in  behalf  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  war)  asking  my  opinion  or  direction  respecting  the 

89 The  press  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers  does  not  have  this  inquiry,  which  is  sup- 
plied from  the  printed  text  in  M.  D.  Conway's  George  Washington  and  Mount  Vernon, 
Long  Island  Historical  Society  Memoirs  (vol.  4). 

80  Jose  Jaudenes,  Spanish  Charge  to  the  United  States. 
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advisability  of  sending  (under  the  existing  circumstances  of 
the  Western  Counties  of  Pennsylvania)  two  months  pay  to  the 
army  under  the  immediate  orders  of  General  Wayne,  I  answer, 
that  under  my  present  impressions  the  measure  had  better  be 
delayed,  at  least  until  the  Commissioners  who  were  sent  into 
those  Counties,  make  their  report.  It  certainly  would  from  all 
the  information  that  has  been  received  from  that  quarter  be  too 
hazardous  to  send  a  sum  of  money  by  the  way  of  Pittsburgh, 
thro'  counties  that  are  in  open  rebellion;  and  besides  the  cir- 
cuitousness  of  the  route  through  what  is  called  the  Wilderness, 
and  the  length  of  time  required  to  send  it  by  a  messenger  that 
way,  there  would  be,  in  my  opinion,  no  small  risk  in  the  at- 
tempt. But  as  I  shall  be  in  the  City  tomorrow,  I  will  converse 
with  you  on  this  subject.91 

To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

Saturday  night,  8  o'clock, 

Germantown,  August  21, 1794. 
Sir:  I  return  herewith  the  Letters  which  you  sent  to  me  by 
Express.  As  soon  as  you  have  read  that  from  Mr.  Bradford  to 
me,  you  will  send  it  tonight  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
together  with  the  letter  to  yourself,  for  his  perusal.  I  shall  be  in 
the  City  tomorrow  morning  before  8  o'clock,  at  which  hour  I 
shall  expect  to  see  you;  and  I  request  you  to  notify  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  thereof,  that  he  may  also  attend.91 

*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

German  Town,  August  24, 1794. 
Mr.  Pearce:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  16th.  which,  with 
the  reports,  came  duly  to  hand;  I  have  only  to  observe  that  it 

91  From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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never  was  my  intention  to  withdraw  the  hands  from  other  es- 
sential work  to  employ  them  on  the  New  Mill-Race;  on  the 
contrary  I  only  wish  that  this  job  may  be  prosecuted  at  times, 
and  at  all  times,  when  their  other  avocations  will  permit  it 
without  detriment.  No  work  is  more  essential,  nor  is  their  any 
that  can  be  more  pleasing  to  me,  than  that  of  getting  the  mead- 
ows in  nice  order;  of  course,  employing  the  Ditchers  to  effect 
this  cannot  but  be  satisfactory. 

I  wish  the  Overseer  you  have  lately  engaged  may  turn  out 
well.  The  Masons92  may  judge  tolerably  of  his  industry  but 
they  are  very  incompetent  (in  my  opinion)  to  decide  on  his 
skill  in  any  of  the  branches  of  farming,  particularly  those  of 
Meadowing,  grazing,  and  the  care  of  stock;  being  planters 
themselves  and  little  used  to  either.  However,  if  he  is  sober, 
honest,  industrious  and  docile,  he  may  do  under  your  imme- 
diate instructions,  if  you  can  keep  him  always  with  his  people 
(and  this  I  hope  you  will  do)  and  make  him  be  attentive  to 
your  orders  and  whatsoever  is  trusted  to  his  care  especially 
work  horses  and  Cattle. 

Alexandria  will  be  no  good  school  for  Pine;  and  if  you  can 
find  by  enquiry  after  his  having  been  there,  that  he  falls  into 
bad  habits,  or  bad  company,  do  not  be  concerned  with  him,  let 
his  promises  be  what  they  may;  for  these  will  follow  him  to 
Mount  Vernon,  where  I  would  have  neither  introduced.  I  am 
under  no  sort  of  obligation  to  him,  and  therefore  he  can  have 
no  cause  to  complain  if  he  is  not  employed  by  me. 

Enclosed  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Butler.  On  what  ground  he  can 
expect  further  compensation  than  the  agreement  stipulates, 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive.  He  will  recollect  that  he  repre- 
sented himself  to  me  as  a  person  who  had,  and  was  qualified  to 

""Thomson  Mason,  of  "Hollin  Hall,"  who  was  a  son  of  George  Mason,  of  "Gun- 
ston  Hall." 
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superintend,  a  large  concern.  Under  this  idea  it  is  highly  prob- 
able I  might,  and  I  dare  say  did,  tell  him  that  if  he  was  found 
competent  to  it,  on  trial,  that  he  would  be  entrusted  with  the 
management  of  one  of  the  Farms,  where  the  wages  were  higher 
than  could  be  afforded  at  the  Mansion  house;  but  has  this  been 
the  case  ?  On  the  contrary,  has  it  not  been  found,  from  expe- 
rience, that  from  his  age,  inactivity,  and  want  of  authority,  he 
is  incompetent  to  the  present  concern,  with  which  he  was  en- 
trusted; and  for  these  reasons  I  part  with  him?  and  They  are, 
surely,  a  sufficient  bar  to  his  application;  unless,  as  possibly  is 
the  case,  he  means  not  to  be  charged  with  the  money  which 
was  given  to  him  to  bear  his  expences  from  Philadelphia  to 
Mount  Vernon.  This  I  did  not  intend  to  do;  and  further,  if  he 
goes  away  before  the  expiration  of  the  year,  he  may,  notwith- 
standing, receive  the  whole  wages  of  one ;  what  agreement  you 
made  with  him  for  the  last  year,  I  know  not.  I  always  supposed 
he  was  on  the  same  lay  as  the  year  before  and  this  must  cer- 
tainly be  understood  if  no  new  agreement  was  made. 

Is  Groves  a  married  or  single  man?  If  the  former,  what 
family  has  he  ? 

How  did  your  Turnips  come  up?  and  what  is  the  present 
appearance  of  them  for  a  Crop  ?  What  is  the  matter  with  your 
youngest  daughter?  and  how  is  your  eldest  now?  I  remain 
Your  friend  &ca. 

*To  GOVERNOR  HENRY  LEE 

(Private) 

German  Town,  August  26, 1794. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  17th.  came  duly  to  hand,  and  I 
thank  you  for  its  communications.  As  the  Insurgents  in  the 
western  counties  of  this  State  are  resolved  (as  far  as  we  have  yet 
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been  able  to  learn  from  the  Commissioners,  who  have  been  sent 
among  them)  to  persevere  in  their  rebellious  conduct  untill 
what  they  call  the  excise  Law  is  repealed,  and  acts  of  oblivion 
and  amnesty  are  passed;  it  gives  me  sincere  consolation  amidst 
the  regret  with  which  I  am  filled,  by  such  lawless  and  outra- 
geous conduct,  to  find  by  your  letter  above  mentioned,  that  it 
is  held  in  general  detestation  by  the  good  people  of  Virginia; 
and  that  you  are  disposed  to  lend  your  personal  aid  to  subdue 
this  spirit,  and  to  bring  those  people  to  a  proper  sense  of  their 
duty. 

On  this  latter  point  I  shall  refer  you  to  letters  from  the  War 
office;  and  to  a  private  one  from  Colo.  Hamilton  (who  in  the 
absence  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  superintends  the  military 
duties  of  that  department)  for  my  sentiments  on  this  occasion. 

It  is  with  equal  pride  and  satisfaction  I  add,  that  as  far  as  my 
information  extends,  this  insurrection  is  viewed  with  universal 
indignation  and  abhorrence;  except  by  those  who  have  never 
missed  an  opportunity  by  side  blows,  or  otherwise,  to  aim  then- 
shafts  at  the  general  government;  and  even  among  these  there 
is  not  a  Spirit  hardy  enough,  yet,  openly  to  justify  the  daring  in- 
fractions of  Law  and  order;  but  by  palliatives  are  attempting 
to  suspend  all  proceedings  against  the  insurgents  until  Con- 
gress shall  have  decided  on  the  case,  thereby  intending  to  gain 
time,  and  if  possible  to  make  the  evil  more  extensive,  more  for- 
midable, and  of  course  more  difficult  to  counteract  and  subdue. 

I  consider  this  insurrection  as  the  first  formidable  fruit  of  the 
Democratic  Societies;  brought  forth  I  believe  too  prematurely 
for  their  own  views,  which  may  contribute  to  the  annihilation 
of  them. 

That  these  societies  were  instituted  by  the  artful  and  design- 
ing members  (many  of  their  body  I  have  no  doubt  mean  well, 
but  know  little  of  the  real  plan,)  primarily  to  sow  the  seeds  of 
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jealousy  and  distrust  among  the  people,  of  the  government,  by 
destroying  all  confidence  in  the  Administration  of  it;  and  that 
these  doctrines  have  been  budding  and  blowing  ever  since,  is 
not  new  to  any  one,  who  is  acquainted  with  the  characters  of 
their  leaders,  and  has  been  attentive  to  their  manoeuvres.  I  early 
gave  it  as  my  opinion  to  the  confidential  characters  around  me, 
that,  if  these  Societies  were  not  counteracted  (not  by  prosecu- 
tions, the  ready  way  to  make  them  grow  stronger)  or  did  not 
fall  into  disesteem  from  the  knowledge  of  their  origin,  and  the 
views  with  which  they  had  been  instituted  by  their  father, 
Genet,  for  purposes  well  known  to  the  Government;  that  they 
would  shake  the  government  to  its  foundation.  Time  and  cir- 
cumstances have  confirmed  me  in  this  opinion,  and  I  deeply 
regret  the  probable  consequences,  not  as  they  will  affect  me 
personally,  (for  I  have  not  long  to  act  on  this  theatre,  and  sure 
I  am  that  not  a  man  amongst  them  can  be  more  anxious  to  put 
me  aside,  than  I  am  to  sink  into  the  profoundest  retirement) 
but  because  I  see,  under  a  display  of  popular  and  fascinating 
guises,  the  most  diabolical  attempts  to  destroy  the  best  fabric  of 
human  government  and  happiness,  that  has  ever  been  presented 
for  the  acceptance  of  mankind. 

A  part  of  the  plan  for  creating  discord,  is,  I  perceive,  to  make 
me  say  things  of  others,  and  others  of  me,  wch.  have  no  founda- 
tion in  truth.  The  first,  in  many  instances  I  know  to  be  the  case ; 
and  the  second  I  believe  to  be  so;  but  truth  or  falsehood  is  im- 
material to  them,  provided  their  objects  are  promoted. 

Under  this  head  may  be  classed,  I  conceive,  what  it  is  reported 
I  have  said  of  Mr.  Henry,  and  what  Mr.  Jefferson  is  reported  to 
have  said  of  me;  on  both  of  which,  particularly  the  first,  I  mean 
to  dilate  a  little.93  With  solemn  truth  then  I  can  declare,  that  I 

^Lee  had  written  (August  17) :  "I  have  talked  very  freely  and  confidentially  with 
that  Gentleman  [Henry].  I  plainly  perceive  that  he  has  credited  some  information 
which  he  has  received  (from  whom  I  know  not  which  induces  him  to  believe  that 
you  consider  him  a  factious  seditious  character.  .  .  .  He  seems  to  be  deeply  and  sorely 
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never  expressed  such  sentiments  of  that  Gentleman,  as  from 
your  letter,  he  has  been  led  to  believe.  I  had  heard,  it  is  true, 
that  he  retained  his  enmity  to  the  Constitution;  but  with  very 
peculiar  pleasure  I  learnt  from  Colo.  Coles94  (who  I  am  sure 
will  recollect  it)  that  Mr.  Henry  was  acquiescent  in  his  con- 
duct, and  that  though  he  could  not  give  up  his  opinions  respect- 
ing the  Constitution,  yet,  unless  he  should  be  called  upon  by 
official  duty,  he  wd.  express  no  sentiment  unfriendly  to  the 
exercise  of  the  powers  of  a  government,  which  had  been  chosen 
by  a  majority  of  the  people;  or  words  to  this  effect. 

Except  intimating  in  this  conversation  (which  to  the  best  of 
my  recollection  was  introduced  by  Colo.  Coles)  that  report  had 
made  Mr.  Henry  speak  a  different  language ;  and  afterwards  at 
Prince  Edward  Court  house,  where  I  saw  Mr.  Venable,95  and 
finding  I  was  within  eight  or  ten  miles  of  Mr.  Henry's  seat,  and 
expressing  my  regret  at  not  seeing  him,  the  conversation  might 
be  similar  to  that  held  with  Colo.  Coles;  I  say,  except  in  these 
two  instances,  I  do  not  recollect,  nor  do  I  believe,  that  in 
the  course  of  the  journey  to  and  from  the  Southward  I  ever 
mentioned  Mr.  Henrys  name  in  conjunction  with  the  Consti- 
tution, or  the  government.  It  is  evident  therefore,  that  these 
reports  are  propagated  with  evil  intentions,  to  create  personal 

effected.  It  is  very  much  to  be  regretted,  for  he  is  a  man  of  positive  virtue  as  well  as 
of  transcendent  talents,  and  were  it  not  for  his  feelings  above  expressed,  I  verily  believe 
he  would  be  found  among  the  most  active  supporters  of  your  administration.  ...  A 
very  respectable  gentleman  told  me  the  other  day  that  he  was  at  Mr.  Jeffersons,  and 
among  enquirys  which  he  made  of  that  gentleman,  he  asked  if  it  were  possible  that 
you  had  attached  yourself  to  G  Britain  and  if  it  could  be  true  that  you  were  governed 
by  British  influence  as  was  reported  by  many.  He  was  answered  in  the  following 
words:  'that  there  was  no  danger  of  your  being  biassed  by  considerations  of  that  sort 
so  long  as  you  were  influenced  by  the  wise  advisers,  or  advice,  which  you  at  present 
had.'  I  requested  him  to  reflect  and  reconsider  and  to  repeat  again  the  answer.  He  did 
so  and  adhered  to  every  word.  Now  as  the  conversation  astonished  me  and  is  inex- 
plicable to  my  mind  as  well  as  derogatory  to  your  character,  I  consider  it  would  be 
unworthy  in  me  to  withhold  the  communication  from  you.  To  no  other  person  will 
it  ever  be  made."  Lee's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

"Isaac  Coles,  Representative  from  Virginia. 

""Abraham  Bedford  Venable,  Representative  from  Virginia. 
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differences.  On  the  question  of  the  Constitution  Mr.  Henry 
and  myself,  it  is  well  known,  have  been  of  different  opinions; 
but  personally,  I  have  always  respected  and  esteemed  him;  nay 
more,  I  have  conceived  myself  under  obligations  to  him  for 
the  friendly  manner  in  which  he  transmitted  to  me  some  in- 
sidious anonymous  writings  that  were  sent  to  him  in  the  close 
of  the  year  1777,  with  a  view  to  embark  him  in  the  opposition 
that  was  forming  against  me  at  that  time.96 

I  well  recollect  the  conversations  you  allude  to  in  the  winter 
preceeding  the  last;  and  I  recollect  also,  that  difficulties  oc- 
curred which  you,  any  more  than  myself,  were  not  able  to  re- 
move. 1st.,  though  you  believed,  yet  you  would  not  undertake 
to  assert,  that  Mr.  Henry  would  be  induced  to  accept  any  ap- 
pointment under  the  General  Government;  in  which  case,  and 
supposing  him  to  be  inemical  to  it,  the  wound  the  government 
would  receive  by  his  refusal,  and  the  charge  of  attempting  to 
silence  his  opposition  by  a  place,  would  be  great ;  2d.,  because 
you  were  of  opinion  that  no  office  which  would  make  a  resi- 
dence at  the  Seat  of  government  essential  would  comport  with 
his  disposition,  or  views ;  and  3dly.,  because  if  there  was  a  va- 
cancy in  the  supreme  Judiciary  at  that  time  (of  which  I  am  not 
at  this  time  certain)  it  could  not  be  filled  from  Virginia  with- 
out giving  two  Judges  to  that  State,  which  would  have  excited 
unpleasant  sensations  in  other  States.  Any  thing  short  of  one 
of  the  great  Offices,  it  could  not  be  presumed  he  would  have 
accepted;  nor  would  there  (under  any  opinion  he  might  enter- 
tain) have  been  propriety  in  offering  it.  What  is  it  then,  you 
have  in  contemplation,  that  you  conceive  would  be  relished  ? 
and  ought  there  not  to  be  a  moral  certainty  of  its  acceptance  ? 
This  being  the  case,  there  wd.  not  be  wanting  a  disposition 
on  my  part;  but  strong  inducements  on  public  and  private 

90  The  Conway  Cabal. 
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grounds,  to  invite  Mr.  Henry  into  any  employment  under  the 
General  Government  to  which  his  inclination  might  lead,  and 
not  opposed  by  those  maxims  which  has  been  the  invariable 
rule  of  my  conduct. 

With  respect  to  the  words  said  to  have  been  uttered  by  Mr. 
Jefferson,  they  would  be  enigmatical  to  those  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  characters  about  me,  unless  supposed  to  be 
spoken  ironically;  and  in  that  case  they  are  too  injurious  to  me, 
and  have  too  little  foundation  in  truth,  to  be  ascribed  to  him. 
There  could  not  be  the  trace  of  doubt  on  his  mind  of  predilec- 
tion in  mine,  towards  G.  Britain  or  her  politics,  unless  (which 
I  do  not  believe)  he  has  set  me  down  as  one  of  the  most  deceit- 
ful, and  uncandid  men  living;  because,  not  only  in  private 
conversations  between  ourselves,  on  this  subject;  but  in  my 
meetings  with  the  confidential  servants  of  the  public,  he  has 
heard  me  often,  when  occasions  presented  themselves,  express 
very  different  sentiments  with  an  energy  that  could  not  be 
mistaken  by  any  one  present. 

Having  determined,  as  far  as  lay  within  the  power  of  the 
Executive,  to  keep  this  country  in  a  state  of  neutrality,  I  have 
made  my  public  conduct  accord  with  the  system;  and  whilst  so 
acting  as  a  public  character,  consistency,  and  propriety  as  a  pri- 
vate man,  forbid  those  intemperate  expressions  in  favor  of  one 
Nation,  or  to  the  prejudice  of  another,  wch.  many  have  in- 
dulged themselves  in,  and  I  will  venture  to  add,  to  the  embar- 
rassment of  government,  without  producing  any  good  to  the 
Country.  With  very  great  esteem  &c. 

*To  TOBIAS  LEAR 

German  Town,  August  28, 1794. 
My  dear  Sir :  It  gave  me  very  sincere  pleasure  to  find  by  your 
letter  of  the  22d.  instt.  (which  by  the  by  did  not  come  to  my 


480  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [Aug. 

hands  until  the  evening  of  the  26th;  not  time  enough  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  it  by  the  Post  of  next  day)  that  you 
had  arrived  in  good  health  at  George  Town  with  a  valuable 
cargo  of  Goods  and  that  you  had  arranged  your  business  to 
your  satisfaction  in  England,  Scotland  and  Holland.  When 
you  shall  have  arranged  your  business  at  George  Town,  and 
business  or  inclination  may  turn  your  face  towards  the  East- 
ward, it  will  be  unnecessary  to  add,  that  to  see  you,  wd.  make 
this  family  happy;  and  with  a  little  roughfing,  on  your  part 
you  could  be  accomodated  therein. 

If  you  have  no  accts.  later,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  tell  you 
that  by  a  letter  from  your  good  mother  to  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton, that  she,  and  little  Lincoln  were  perfectly  well  on  the  nth. 
of  this  month,  and,  by  her  account,  that  he  continues  to  be  the 
fine  sprightly  child  you  left  him. 

The  enclosed,  though  out  of  season  now,  will  serve  to  show 
that  your  letters  did  not  sleep  with  me  in  silence.  It  went  by 
Mr.  Jay,  and  was  returned  by  him  with  the  following  para- 
graph or  a  letter  dated  London  23d  June. 

On  Sunday  the  15th.  of  this  month  I  arrived  here.  The  next  day  I 
made  enquiries  for  Mr.  Lear,  and  was  informed  that  he  had  gone  to  Liv- 
erpool to  embark  for  America.  I  asked  whether  it  was  probable  that  let- 
ters sent  by  the  Post  would  find  him  still  there,  the  answer  was,  that 
it  was  highly  improbable.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  well  knowing 
the  jealous  attention  now  paid  to  letters  passing  through  the  post  office, 
I  thought  it  most  advisable  to  forbear  making  the  experiment,  and  to 
return  that  letter  to  you. 

The  copy  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Young,  from  whom  I  have  re- 
ceived no  acknowledgement,  will  be  of  no  other  use  to  you  now, 
than  to  shew  what  were,  and  still  are,  my  wishes;  that  if  any 
enquiries  after  [this]  for  back  lands  should  be  made  in  your 
presence,  you  might  be  enabled  to  bring  mine  into  view.  The 
plan  with  respect  to  my  Mount  Vernon  Estate,  I  have  no  idea 
could  be  carried  into  effect  in  this  Country. 
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I  had  it  in  contemplation  to  visit  that  place  about  the  last  of 
September,  or  beginning  of  October,  but  the  rebellious  conduct 
of  the  people  in  the  Western  counties  of  this  State  renders  the 
journey  uncertain,  and  may  defeat  it  altogether.  With  very 
great  sincerety  and  Affection  I  am  etc. 

*To  TOBIAS  LEAR 

German  Town,  August  28, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  Mr.  Johnson  and  Doctr.  Stuart  having  resolved  to 
withdraw  themselves  as  Commissioners  of  the  Federal  City, 
and  not  to  act  after  the  meeting  which  is  proposed  to  be  held 
on  the  15th.  of  next  month,  it  has  become  necessary  to  appoint 
two  others  in  their  places.  One  of  whom,  it  is  said,  ought  to 
possess  a  considerable  stock  of  legal  abilities;  as  cases  are  fre- 
quently occurring  to  render  Law  knowledge  necessary  for  the 
purposes  of  deciding  as  well  on  points  depending  thereon  as 
for  the  draughting  of  agreements  and  other  instruments  which 
are  requisite  in  the  progress  of  the  business. 

Mr.  Scott97  (at  present  of  Baltimore)  a  gentleman  eminent 
in  the  profession  of  the  Law,  a  man  of  character  and  fortune, 
and  one  who  has  the  welfare  of  the  New  City,  much  at  heart, 
has  been  applied  to  and  accepts  the  appointed  trust.  And  if 
it  is  convenient  and  agreeable  to  you  to  accept  also,  the  Com- 
mission will  be  again  compleated ;  and  the  business  go  on  with- 
out interruption,  from  and  after  the  ensuing  meeting  as  before. 

It  has  been  found  from  experience,  indispensibly  necessary 
that  the  Commissioners  should  reside  in  the  City  (in  George 
Town  would  be  tantamount)  and  devote,  by  some  arrange- 
ment amongst  themselves,  much  of  their  time  to  the  multitu- 
dinous concerns  of  the  same;  thereby  superceding  the  necessity 

■"Gustavus  Scott.  He  was  a  native  of  Prince  William  County,  Va.,  and  served  until 
the  board  of  Commissioners  was  abolished  June  I,  1802. 
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of  employing  a  Superintendant.  As  the  rendering  of  such  du- 
ties are  not  to  be  expected  on  the  terms  the  late  Commis- 
sioners served  (and  two  of  them  decline  it  under  any  terms) 
I  have  now  fixed  the  Salery  for  each  at  Sixteen  hundred  dol- 
lars pr.  annum,  and  am  obliged  to  provide  successors. 

Were  it  not  that  I  am  unwilling  to  add  any  thing  that  might 
carry  with  it  the  appearance  of  influencing  your  judgment,  in 
the  decision  you  are  called  upon  to  make,  in  this  case;  I  shd. 
have  expressed  a  wish  that  it  might  be  found  convenient  to  you 
to  accept  the  appointment.  If,  however,  you  should  find  it 
incompatible  with  your  other  plans  and  views,  and  should  de- 
cline the  acceptance,  I  pray  you  to  let  me  know,  as  far  as  you 
may  be  able  to  discover,  in  how  respectable  a  light  Doctr. 
Thornton98  stands,  or  would  be  considered  by  the  Proprietors 
of  the  federal  City  (amongst  whom  he  spent  sometime  in  the 
month  of  July  last).  The  Doctr.  is  sensible,  and  indefatigable 
I  am  told,  in  the  execution  of  whatever  he  engages;  To  which 
may  be  added  his  taste  for  Architecture;  but  being  little  known, 
doubts  arise  on  that  head.  If  (in  case  of  your  non-acceptance)99 
any  other  person,  or  persons  shd.  occur  to  you,  as  fit  for  this 
business,  be  so  good  as  to  mention  (under  the  rose)  their  names 
to  me.  The  appointment  is  necessary,  and  can  be  delayed  no 
longer.  With  very  great  esteem  etc.  [h.l.] 

To  MARQUIS  OF  LANSDOWNE x 

Philadelphia,  August  30, 1794. 
My  Lord :  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  Lord- 
ship's letter  introducing  to  me  M.  Taillerand  Perigord.2 

Dr.  William  Thornton's  commission  as  one  of  the  Commissioners  was  dated 
Sept.  12,  1794.  He  also  served  until  June  i,  1802. 

"Lear  declined. 

1Sir  William  Petty,  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  and  Earl  of  Shelburne. 

2Lansdowne's  letter  was  one  of  the  many  abstracted  by  Sprague  from  the  Washing- 
ton Papers.  It  is  now  in  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania.  A  photostat  of  it  is 
in  the  Washington  Papers. 


1794]  TALLEYRAND  483 

It  is  matter  of  no  small  regret  to  me  that  considerations  of 
a  public  nature,  which  you  will  easily  conjecture,  have  not 
hitherto  permitted  me  to  manifest  towards  that  Gentleman, 
the  sense  I  entertain  of  his  personal  character  and  of  your 
Lordship's  recommendation.  But  I  am  informed  that  the  re- 
ception he  has  met  with  in  general,  has  been  such  as  to  con- 
sole him,  as  far  as  the  state  of  society  here  will  admit  of  it,  for 
what  he  has  relinquished  in  leaving  Europe.  Time  must  natu- 
rally be  favorable  to  him  every  where,  and  may  be  expected 
to  raise  a  man  of  his  talents  and  merit  above  the  temporary 
disadvantages,  which  in  revolutions  result  from  differences  of 
political  opinion. 

It  would  be  painful  for  me  to  anticipate  that  the  misfor- 
tunes of  Europe  could  be  the  cause  of  an  event  which  on  every 
personal  account  would  give  me  the  truest  satisfaction,  the 
opportunity  of  welcoming  you  to  a  Country,  to  the  esteem  of 
which  you  have  so  just  a  title,  and  of  testifying  to  you  more 
particularly  the  sentiments  of  respect  and  cordial  regard  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  etc.3 

*To  JOHN  JAY 

Philadelphia,  August  30,  1794. 

My  dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  of  June  from  London 
(and  the  duplicate)  have  both  been  received;  and  your  safe 
arrival  after  so  short  a  passage  gave  sincere  pleasure,  as  well  on 
private  as  on  public  account,  to  all  your  friends  in  this  Coun- 
try; and  to  none  in  a  greater  degree,  I  can  venture  to  assure  you, 
than  it  did  to  myself. 

As  you  will  receive  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  States  Office 
giving  an  official  account  of  the  public  occurrences  as  they  have 
arisen,  and  progressed,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  re-touch  any 

3The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  The  date  line  is  in  that  of 
Washington. 
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of  them:  and  yet,  I  cannot  restrain  myself  from  making  some 
observations  on  the  most  recent  of  them,  the  communication 
of  which  was  received  this  morning  only.  I  mean  the  protest  of 
the  Govr.  of  Upper  Canada  (delivered  by  Lieutt.  Sheaffe,4 
against  our  occupying  Lands  far  from  any  of  the  Posts  which, 
long  ago,  they  ought  to  have  surrendered;  and  far  within  the 
known,  and  until  now,  the  acknowledged  limits  of  the  United 
States. 

On  this  irregular,  and  high  handed  proceeding  of  Mr.  Sim- 
coe,  which  is  no  longer  mas\ed,  I  would  rather  hear  what  the 
Ministry  of  G.  Britain  will  say,  than  pronounce  my  own 
sentimts.  thereon.  But  can  that  government  or  will  it  attempt, 
after  this  official  act  of  one  of  their  governors,  to  hold  out  ideas 
of  friendly  intentions  towds.  the  United  States,  and  suffer  such 
conduct  to  pass  with  impunity  ? 

This  may  be  considered  as  the  most  open  and  daring  act  of 
the  British  Agents  in  America,  though  it  is  not  the  most  hostile 
or  cruel;  for  there  does  not  remain  a  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any 
well  informed  person  in  this  country  (not  shut  against  convic- 
tion) that  all  the  difficulties  we  encounter  with  the  Indians, 
their  hostilities,  the  murders  of  helpless  women  and  innocent 
children  along  our  frontiers,  results  from  the  conduct  of  the 
Agents  of  Great  Britain  in  this  Country.  In  vain  is  it  then  for 
its  Administration  in  Britain  to  disavow  having  given  orders 
which  will  warrant  such  conduct,  whilst  their  Agents  go  un- 
punished; whilst  we  have  a  thousand  corroborating  circum- 
stances and  indeed  almost  as  many  evidences  (some  of  which 
cannot  be  brought  forward)  to  prove  that  they  are  seducing 
from  our  alliances  (endeavouring  to  remove  over  the  line) 
tribes  that  have  hitherto  been  kept  in  peace  and  friendship 
with  us,  at  a  heavy  expence,  and  who  have  no  cause  of  com- 
plaint except  pretended  ones,  of  their  creating;  whilst  they 

4 Roger  Hall  SheafTs. 
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keep  in  a  state  of  irritation  the  tribes  who  are  hostile  to  us,  and 
are  instigating  those  who  know  little  of  us,  or  we  of  them,  to 
unite  in  the  War  against  us;  and  whilst  it  is  an  undeniable  fact 
that  they  are  furnishing  the  whole  with  Arms,  Ammunition, 
cloathing,  and  even  provisions  to  carry  on  the  war;  I  might  go 
further,  and  if  they  are  not  much  belied,  add  men  also,  in 
disguise. 

Can  it  be  expected  I  ask,  so  long  as  these  things  are  known 
in  the  United  States,  or  at  least  firmly  believed,  and  suffered 
with  impunity  by  G.  Britain,  that  there  ever  will,  or  can  be  any 
cordiality  between  the  two  Countries?  I  answer  no!  and  I 
will  undertake,  without  the  gift  of  prophecy,  to  predict,  that 
it  will  be  impossible  to  keep  this  Country  in  a  state  of  amity 
with  G.  Britain  long  if  the  Posts  are  not  surrendered.  A  knowl- 
edge of  these  being  my  sentiments,  would  have  little  weight  I 
am  persuaded  with  the  British  Admn;  nor  perhaps  with  the 
Nation,  in  effecting  the  measure:  but  both  may  rest  satisfied 
that  if  they  want  to  be  in  Peace  with  this  Country,  and  to  enjoy 
the  benefits  of  its  trade  &ca.  to  give  up  the  Posts  is  the  only  road 
to  it.  withholding  them,  and  the  consequences  we  feel  at  pres- 
ent, continuing,  war  will  be  inevitably. 

This  letter  is  written  to  you  in  extreme  haste,  whilst  the  Pa- 
pers respecting  this  subject  I  am  writing  on  are  copying  at  the 
Secretary  of  States  Office  to  go  by  Express  to  New  York,  for  a 
Vessel  which  we  have  just  heard  Sails  tomorrow:  you  will 
readily  perceive  therefore  I  had  no  time  for  digesting,  and  as 
little  for  correcting  it.  I  shall  only  add  that  you  may  be  assured 
always  of  the  sincere  friendship  and  Affection  of  your  &c.5 

6 The  press  copy  has  been  re-inked  by  Washington  in  several  places  and  minor  ver- 
bal changes  made. 

On  September  5  Washington  inclosed  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Jay,  with  the  following 
note:  "This  encloses  a  copy  of  my  last;  written,  as  you  will  readily  perceive,  with 
much  haste;  as  one  indication  of  it,  I  omitted  the  stamp  of  privacy;  but  you  would 
not,  I  am  persuaded,  consider  it  as  official  nor  in  any  other  light  than  as  the  private 
sentiments  very  hastily  dirown  together  of  Yours  etc."  The  press  copy  of  this  is  in  the 
Washington  Papers. 
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To  ROBERT  LEWIS 

German  Town,  August  31, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  19th.  inst:  has  been  received;  and 
I  will  answer  such  parts  as  require  it. 

The  money  in  your  hands,  belonging  to  me  may  be  lodged 
in  Alexandria,  and  made  subject  to  Mr.  William  Pearce  (my 
manager)  his  order.  This  will  answer  all  the  purposes  of  your 
coming  down,  if  he  is  advised  thereof.  At  the  same  time  write, 
and  transmit  me  the  acct.  that  I  may  see  who  have  paid,  and 
who  are  delinquent.  Charge  every  thing  due  to  yourself  in  the 
account,  as  I  have  an  insufferable  objection  to  after  reckonings. 

The  ensuing  Rents  may  be  applied  in  purchasing  in  the 
Leases  if  to  be  accomplished  on  advantageous  terms,  but  do  not 
deceive  yourself  as  to  the  calculation  of  receiving  10  pr.  Ct.  on 
the  money  advanced.  For  illucidation  take  this  example,  sup- 
pose a  tenament  at  £5  pr.  annum  is  bought  in  for  ^100,  and 
rented  afterwards  at  £  10  pr.  annum,  what  pr.  Ct.  do  I  receive 
in  this  case?  not  10  pr.  Ct.  surely,  but  5  pr.  Ct.  only;  because 
£5.  would  have  been  received  if  no  purchase,  had  been  made, 
and  the  ^100  loaned  to  you,  or  any  other  person  would  pro- 
duce the  other  £5;  of  course  I  gain  nothing  by  the  purchase. 
This  statement  might  and  probably  had  occurred  to  you  but  to 
make  the  matter  certain,  I  thought  it  would  be  best  to  men- 
tion it. 

If  advantageous  purchases  can  be  made,  and  the  rents  arising 
are  inadequate,  upon  notice  thereof  I  will  fall  upon  some  ex- 
pedient to  enlarge  the  fund;  and  the  time  of  purchase  may  be 
extended  to  the  days  of  Grace  allowed  by  the  Leases,  or  the 
Replevy  Bonds  where  given. 

In  all  cases  of  Transfer  under  the  authority  of  Mr.  Muse,  re- 
quest in  my  name,  and  behalf,  a  copy  of  the  licence  given  by 
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me,  to  him,  for  this  purpose  before  you  bring  ejectments  which 
you  may  not  be  able  to  support.  The  reason  I  require  this  is, 
because  I  cannot  have  recourse  to  my  papers  at  Mount  Vernon 
to  furnish  copies  from  thence. 

I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  what  you  have  done  with  my 
property  in  Winchester,  Bath  and  on  Potomac  River  but  wish 
you  had  mentioned  the  terms  on  which  you  had  offered  the 
latter,  and  whether  there  was  no  condition  made  with  the  ten- 
ant at  Bath,  that  If  I  should  want  the  house  for  myself,  or  a 
friend,  during  the  season  of  resort  to  the  Waters,  it  was  to  be 
cleared  and  got  in  order  for  me  or  for  such  friend,  without  such 
reservation  I  might  as  well  be  without  the  house.  Nor  do  I 
recollect  (not  having  your  letters  by  me)  whether  you  have,  in 
any  of  them  mentioned  in  what  condition  they  are.  They  cost 
me  £  150  cash  to  build  them. 

Give  my  love,  in  which  Mrs.  Washington  Unites,  to  Mrs. 
Lewis,  and  be  assured  of  the  friendship  and  regard  of  Yr  etc.6 

*To  THOMAS  PETER 

German  Town,  August  31, 1794. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  27th.  came  to  my  hands  yesterday. 

If  I  had  the  sum  you  require,  or  knew  where  to  obtain  it,  my 
endeavours  to  accomodate  you  with  a  loan  to  the  amount  of 
;£  2000  should  not  be  wanting.  But  the  truth,  as  it  respects  my 
own  resources,  is,  that  if  my  receipts  and  expenditures  are  bal- 
anced at  the  years  end,  it  is  full  as  much  as  they  have  been 
competent  to  for  many  years  back.  And  I  have  so  little  knowl- 
edge of  the  resources  of  others,  lenders  or  borrowers  of  money, 
in  a  private  way,  as  not  to  be  able  to  designate  any  person  who 
may  come  under  the  class  of  a  lender.  In  fact  I  believe  there  are 

6 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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not  many  of  them.  Commerce  and  the  various  speculations  of 
the  present  day  leave  but  little  money  for  loan  at  the  legal  in- 
terest between  individuals.  If,  however,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days  I  can  obtain  more  satisfactory  information  you  shall  be 
made  acquainted  therewith  but  would  have  you  place  no  de- 
pendence thereon,  for  it  would  be  uncandid  not  to  add,  that  I 
believe  there  are  an  hundred  borrowers  for  one  lender,  and 
that  I  am  not  struck  with  the  material  difference  between  be- 
coming security  to  the  Bank,  or  to  an  individual,  unless  interest 
is  higher  in  one  case  than  the  other;  in  both  it  must,  or  ought 
to  be,  regularly  paid,  but  when  I  say  this,  I  ought  to  acknowl- 
edge at  the  sametime  that  I  know  nothing  of  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations by  which  the  Banks  are  governed,  having  no  interest  in, 
or  the  least  concern  with  any  one  of  them. 

As  you  think,  and  I  have  always  heard,  the  contemplated 
purchase  would  be  a  valuable  one,  it  would  be  to  be  regretted, 
if  you  should  miss  it,  as  there  can  be  no  doubt  under  the  rapid 
encrease  of  land  (particularly  that  wch.  aproximate  to  the  Seat 
of  Government) ;  but  that  one  half  would  pay  for  the  whole 
a  few  years  hence,  under  these  circumstances,  and  under  such 
clear  perceptions  as  Mr.  Peter  (your  father)  has  of  these  things 
I  can  have  no  conception  that  because  he  would  give  a  prefer- 
ence to  one  mode,  he  would  pass  by  another  to  obtain  an  object 
which,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  would  be  peculiarly  interesting 
and  advantageous  to  you,  eventually.  I  wish  you  all  happi- 
ness, and  with  esteem  am  etc. 

*  To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

German  Town,  August  31,  1794. 
Mr.  Pearce :  In  your  last  letter  of  the  24th  instt.  came  a  copy 
of  the  conditions  of  Colo  Lyles  Bond;  but  you  did  not  give  the 

7  In  Loudoun  County,  Va. 
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date  of  it;  for  which  reason  the  purpose  it  was  wanted  for,  can- 
not be  accomplished  until  the  date  is  transmitted. 

In  one  of  the  early  letters  I  wrote  to  you,  I  pointed  out  a 
method,  which  if  you  would  observe,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  omit  any  thing  to  which  an  answer  was  required:  that  is, 
when  you  are  going  to  write,  take  up  the  letter,  and  in  reading 
it,  make  a  short  note  of  every  part  as  you  come  to  it,  on  the 
back  of  a  letter,  a  piece  of  waste  paper;  or  Slate,  to  which  a 
reply  is  necessary.  Having  gone  through  the  letter  in  this  man- 
ner, you  begin  your  own;  and  note  after  note,  as  the  contents 
are  inserted  in  your  letter,  is  scratched  out.  By  this  means  no 
part  of  a  long  letter  can  ever  escape  notice  by  not  carrying  the 
whole  in  your  memory,  when  you  sit  down  to  write,  or  by 
being  called  off  while  you  are  writing  it. 

You  have  not,  in  any  of  your  letters,  said  any  thing  of  what 
you  had  done,  or  was  about  to  do,  respecting  the  drilled  Wheat 
and  Barley.  I  would  have  you  make  the  most  you  can  of  the 
first,  and  give  the  other  another  fair  trial;  for  if  it  yields  on 
my  Estate  in  the  proportion  that  Wheat  does  to  Barley  in  this 
Country,  the  culture  of  the  latter  must  be  more  profitable  than 
that  of  the  former.  Whenever  the  sowing  of  any  field  is  com- 
pleated,  let  it  be  noted  in  the  Weekly  report;  with  the  quantity 
of  Seed  which  has  been  given  to  it. 

The  usual  practice  on  those  who  have  been  siezed  with  the 
ague  and  fever,  has  been,  after  the  third  fit,  or  as  soon  as  it  in- 
termits regularly,  to  give  an  emetic,  which  often  carries  it  away 
without  the  Bark,  or  other  application. 

The  land  Mr.  Gunnel  speaks  of,  lyes  in  Loudoun  County, 
although  it  is  within  18  or  20  miles  of  Alexandria.  But  if 
the  facts  which  he  relates  with  respect  to  the  Trespass  thereon 
can  be  clearly  proved,  request  Colo.  Simms  of  Alexandria, 
or  any  other  who  practices  in  Loudoun  Court,  and  is  well 
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recommended  to  you,  to  bring  suit  against  them:  for  it  is  really 
shameful  to  be  treated  in  the  manner  I  am  by  people  who  take 
such  liberties  with  my  timber,  and  wood  during  my  absence, 
under  a  supposition  they  may  do  it  with  impunity. 

You  may  inform  Mr.  Pierce  Bailey  that  my  selling,  or  not 
selling  that  tract,  depends  upon  getting  the  terms  of  my  ask- 
ing, complied  with.  These  are  Fifteen  hundred  pounds  (Virga. 
currency).  Five  hundred  of  which  to  be  paid  down,  and  in- 
terest on  the  other  two  thirds  until  discharged;  the  credit  to 
be  agreed  on  which  may  be  3,  four,  or  more  years;  provided 
the  land  and  a  Bond  is  given  as  security  for  payment  of  the 
principal ;  and  some  unquestionable  surety  for  the  regular  dis- 
charge of  the  interest  on  the  day  it  becomes  due.  Mr.  Gill  of 
Alexandria  came  up  to  my  price,  but  we  differed  with  respect 
to  the  Interest.  There  is  about  300  Acres  of  it,  with  two  good 
Mill  Seats  on  it;  one  wholly  mine,  the  other  on  difficult  run 
which  divides  my  land  from  others.  There  is  also  a  good  deal 
of  meadow  land  on  the  tract. 

I  have  no  objection  to  your  putting  up  the  Still  which  is  at 
Mount  Vernon,  if  any  advantage  from  it  can  be  derived  under 
the  tax,  which  is  laid  upon  it;  which  Doctr.  Stuart  and  others, 
who  have  Stills,  can  give  you  better  information  than  I  am 
able  to  do. 

What  is  the  matter  with  young  Boatswain  ?  who,  to  the  best 
of  my  recollection  has  been  on  the  Sick  list  many  Weeks.  I  wish 
you  well  etc. 

To  GABRIEL  P.  VAN  HORNE 

Philadelphia,  September  3, 1794. 
Sir:  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the  26 
Ulto.  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  which  he  has  directed 
me  to  do,  I  have  to  assure  you  that  he  is  not  less  pleased  at  the 
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readiness  with  which  you  have  tendered  your  services  (should 
occasion  require)  in  support  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
our  Country,  and  the  laudable  Zeal  manifested  by  you;  than  he 
is  hurt  at  the  cause  which  has  induced  you  to  make  this  tender. 
At  the  same  time  the  President  directs  me  to  inform  you,  that 
the  appointment  of  Officers  to  command  the  Militia  which  are 
required  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  in  the  different  States, 
does  not  belong  to  him,  but  to  the  Commanders  in  Chief  of  the 
Militia  of  the  States  from  which  they  are  called.  I  am  etc.8 

ToJOHNCOWPER 

Philadelphia,  September  4, 1794. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  20th.  Ulto.  with  another  from  Chris- 
topher Cowper,  enclosing  450  Dols.  in  Bank  Bills,  came  to  my 
hands  by  tuesdays  post.  The  receipt  of  the  latter  is  acknowl- 
edged in  my  letter  to  that  Gentn.,9  and  will  be  placed  to  the 
credit  of  yr.  bond  to  Mr.  Jno.  Lewis  of  Fredericksburg  and 
assigned  by  him  to  me. 

This  bond  I  shall  return  to  Mr.  Lewis  that  it  may  be  given  to 
you  upon  a  final  settlement  for  the  land;  which  I  shall  press 
him,  in  a  letter  I  propose  to  write  to  him  on  Monday  next,  to 
the  execution  of  without  delay;  and  that  the  nature  of  the  dis- 
putes may  be  known  to  him,  with  all  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing them,  must  depend  very  much  on  your  information,  which 
I  hope  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  afford  him.  I  am  etc.10 

8 Signed  "B.  Dandridge"  in  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

On  September  3  Washington  wrote  briefly  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury:  "As  I 
know  nothing  that  calls  me  to  the  City  to  day,  I  shall  not  be  there  until  tomorrow; 
which  will  be  in  time  for  common  occurances.  The  contents  of  the  enclosed  are  agree- 
able." This  note  is  in  the  Hamilton  Papas  in  the  Library  of  Congress  and  marked 
"Private"  on  the  address. 

8 Of  September  4,  which  is  entered  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington 
Papers.  The  original  is  in  the  possession  of  J.  C.  Gurley,  of  Greenville,  N.  C. 

"From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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To  PETER  TRENOR 

Philadelphia,  September  6, 1794. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  9th.  of  May  from  Dublin,  enclosing 
the  duplicate  of  one  written  from  Newry  the  1st  of  October 
1792,  came  safe  to  my  hands  a  few  days  ago;  but  whether  the 
original  of  the  last  and  the  one  referred  to  in  it  of  the  28th.  of 
January  1790  ever  were  received,  by  me,  is  more  than  my  mem- 
ory can  decide  upon  at  this  time.  I  rather  think  they  were  not, 
but  if  they  were,  it  is  more  than  probable  I  forwarded  them 
to  the  Revd.  Mr.  Fairfax  (the  other  Trustee  of  Mrs.  Savage  and) 
the  only  person  in  her  behalf  who  has  had  any  agency  in  the 
matter  you  write  upon,  since  the  year  1775,  at  which  time  I  was 
called  by  the  voice  of  my  Country  into  the  walks  of  public  life 
to  the  suspencion  of  those  of  a  private  nature. 

It  would  seem  by  your  letters,  sir,  as  if  you  conceived  that  the 
money  due  to  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Savage  was  either  in  my  hands, 
and  consequently  at  my  disposal;  or,  that  the  Courts  of  justice 
in  this  Country  were  under  my  comptrol  when  you  request  di- 
rections may  be  issued  by  me  that  a  finish  may  be  put  to  the 
business,  and  after  certain  deductions  are  made,  according  to 
enumeration,  that  the  residue  may  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Pollock  of  New  York. 

With  respect  to  the  first  of  these  ideas  I  am  sorry  to  inform 
you,  that  the  arts,  and  ingratitude  of  Doctr.  Savage  during  his 
life  time,  the  contentions  respecting  his  Will  or  Wills  after 
his  death,  the  suspension  of  Judicial  proceedings  in  the  course 
of  the  War  with  Gt.  Britain,  the  delays  of  our  courts  since  that 
period,  the  chicanery  of  the  Lawyers  who  were  employed  by 
the  defendants  to  procrastinate  the  suit  and  stave  off  judgment; 
and  by  throwing  it  into  chancery  after  one  had  been  obtained 
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at  Common  Law,  have,  hitherto,  prevented  any  of  the  money 
due  to  and  from  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Savage  from  getting  into  the 
hands  of  her  Trustees,  whilst  they  or  rather  Mr.  Fairfax,  with- 
out any  fund  except  that  of  his  private  purse  is  prosecuting,  and 
it  is  to  be  feared  to  a  fruitless  issue,  this  Suit;  as  the  accounts  are 
various  and  unfavorable  respecting  the  property  left  by  the 
Doctor,  and  for  as  much  too  as  the  heir  of  his  security  (who  is 
also  dead)  is  attempting  to  prove  the  want  of  assets  to  make 
good  this  demand. 

I  do  not  mean,  however,  that  you  should  receive  this  account 
as  accurate  information,  for  as  I  have  before  observed,  having 
no  agency  in  this  business  (except  now  and  then  paying  clerks 
or  sherifs  fees)  for  near  20  years  I  only  relate  what  I  have  casu- 
ally heard  at  intervals  from  Mr.  Fairfax;  with  whom  in  future, 
you  will  be  pleased  to  corrispond  on  this  subject  as  he  is  better 
able  to  give  you  the  detail  of  the  business  than  I  am  to  sketch 
the  outlines  of  it.  Your  last  letter  to  me,  and  its  inclosures  shall 
be  forwarded  to  that  Gentn.  who  lives  near  Alexandria  in 
Virginia. 

With  respect  to  your  other  idea,  vizt.  that  I  would  direct  an 
end  to  be  put  to  this  business,  I  beg  you  to  be  assured,  sir,  that  I 
have  no  more  right  to  intermeddle  in  the  Judicial  proceedings 
of  the  Courts  in  this  Country  than  you  have,  but  I  can  readily 
enter  into  the  feelings  of  a  person  interested  in  the  manner  you 
represent  yourself  to  be,  and  therefore  wish  (if  that  would  avail 
any  thing)  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Trustees  to  administer 
prompt  and  rigid  justice  to  all  who  are  interested  in  this  mat- 
ter, an  affair  which  originated  in  an  evil  hour,  by  an  injudicious 
and  unhappy  marriage,  and  will  end,  it  is  to  be  feared  in  vexa- 
tion and  loss  to  all  those  who  have  had  any  concern  in  the 
affairs  of  the  unfortunate  Mrs.  Savage. 

Before  I  conclude  I  must  be  permitted  to  add,  that  having  no 
private  papers  with  me  of  so  old  a  date  as  my  letter  to  you  in 
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Novr.  1786,  you  must  be  better  acquainted  with  the  informa- 
tion therein  given  than  I  can  be  from  recollection.  But  be  it 
what  it  may  I  am  persuaded  the  view  I  had  of  the  case  at  that 
time  would  warrant  the  details.  I  am  etc.11 

*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

German  Town,  September  7, 1794. 

Mr.  Pearce:  Your  letter  of  the  31st.  ulto.  with  the  Reports, 
I  have  received. 

A  few  days  ago  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pyne  dated  in 
the  City  of  Washington  still  expressing  a  desire  to  be  employed 
at  Mount  Vernon,  and  a  wish  to  be  there  some  short  time  be- 
fore Butler  left  it,  that  he  might  get  a  little  insight  into  the 
nature  of  the  business  previous  to  his  entering  upon  duty.  I 
referred  him  for  his  being  employed  at  all,  and  for  the  terms 
and  time,  to  you;  not  chusing  to  enter  into  any  agreement  with 
him  myself  lest  it  might  militate  with  any  views  of  yours ;  de- 
siring him  to  shew  you  the  letter  I  wrote  to  him  on  this  subject 
that  you  might  be  acquainted  with  my  ideas  thereon. 

Enclosed  is  a  certificate 12  for  Mr.  Butler.  The  latter  part  I 
suppose  he  wd.  have  dispensed  with;  but  in  my  opinion  it  is 
necessary  that  the  whole  truth  on  such  occasions  should  be  told 
for  I  have  no  idea  that  with  a  view  to  serve  one  person  it  is 
justifiable  to  deceive  another;  and  without  that  part,  it  might 

From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
12  A  press  copy  of  this  certificate,  dated  Sept.  7,  1794,  is  as  follows:  "At  the  request 
of  Mr.  James  Butler  I  certify,  that  he  has  lived  at  Mount  Vernon  and  superintended 
the  hands  at  the  Mansion  house  since  the  first  of  January  1793.  It  is  justice  due  to 
him  I  should  add,  that  as  far  as  I  know,  or  believe,  his  conduct  during  that  time  has 
been  honest,  sober,  and  industrious.  That  he  has  practiced  advantageously,  and  with 
Success,  the  knowledge  he  possesses  of  raising  and  transplanting  quicks  for  hedges. 
And  that  I  part  with  him  for  no  other  cause  than  for  his  not  being  accustomed  to  the 
management  of  Negros  prone  to,  and  who  had  been  long  in  the  habits  of  idleness, 
and  because  he  has  not  bodily  activity  sufficient  for  such  a  concern  as  mine  is  at  the 
above  named  place."  This  certificate  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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with  propriety  be  asked  why  I  parted  with  him.  If  his  activity, 
spirit,  and  ability  in  the  management  of  Negros  were  equal  to 
his  honesty,  sobriety  and  industry  there  would  not  be  the  least 
occasion  for  a  change. 

It  is  not  possible  for  me,  at  this  distance,  to  say  when  the  Car- 
penters and  Negros  on  the  respective  farms  will  be  most  at  lei- 
sure for  removing  the  Negro  quarters  at  Union  and  River 
Farms;  but  if  this  work  is  not  set  about  before  the  weather  gets 
cool,  it  may  be  dangerous  (as  the  daubing  and  filling  in  will  be 
green,  and  not  sun  enough  to  dry  them  before  winter)  to  put 
the  Negros  in  them;  and  besides,  after  the  ground  gets  soft  and 
slippery,  the  trouble,  and  time  necessary  to  accomplish  the 
removal  of  the  houses  will  be  double.  I  have  nothing  further 
to  add  at  present  than  to  wish  you  and  family  well.  Being  your 
friend  &ca. 

*To  REVEREND  BRYAN,  LORD  FAIRFAX 

German  Town,  September  8, 1794. 

My  dear  Sir :  It  is  not  my  wish  to  add  to  the  trouble  which  I 
am  sorry  has  been  thrown  upon  you  (in  a  manner  unavoid- 
ably) in  the  management  of  the  Suit  against  the  Representa- 
tives, or  Security  of  the  deceased  Doctr.  Savage.  But  when  I  am 
v/ritten  to  on  this  subject  by  those  who  are  interested  therein, 
I  feel  the  necessity  of  making  some  response  lest  silence  should 
receive  an  unfavorable  interpretation. 

On  this  ground  I  give  you  the  trouble  of  perusing  the  en- 
closed letter  from  a  Mr.  Peter  Trenor,  and  my  answer;  after 
which,  let  me  pray  you  to  put  a  wafer  in  the  latter,  and  cause  it 
to  be  forwarded  agreeably  to  the  superscription  by  the  first 
good  conveyance  that  may  present  itself  to  your  view. 

Who  Mr.  Trenor  is  I  know  not.  Nor  have  I  any  recollection 
of  what  he  says  I  wrote  to  him  on  the  15th.  of  Novr.  1786  (hav- 
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ing  no  papers  of  that  date  by  me,  at  this  place  to  recur  to) .  I 
have  some  imperfect  remembrance,  it  is  true,  of  an  application 
that  was  made  to  me  by  a  person  in  Virginia  about  the  period 
he  mentions,  with  which  I  was  not  favorably  impressed,  but 
why  I  was  not  so,  or  whether  it  came  from  this  person,  I  am 
unable  to  inform  you  with  the  least  precision;  nor  is  it  of  such 
moment  as  the  authenticity  and  regularity  of  the  papers  he 
alludes  to  must  decide  his  pretensions. 

With  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Fairfax,  and  with  very  sincere 
esteem  and  regard  for  yourself  I  remain,  etc. 

*To  JOHN  LEWIS 

Philadelphia,  September  8, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  The  enclosures  of  letters  from  me  to  Mr.  John 
Cowper,  and  from  him  to  me,  &ca.  occasioned  by  his  Bond  to 
you,  assigned  to  me;  will  shew  you  that  it  was  not  until  tuesday 
last  that  I  received  any  part  of  the  contents  of  the  said  Bond; 
and  his  reason  for  not  discharging  the  whole  of  it. 

To  hold  the  bond  any  longer,  under  these  circumstances, 
would  be  nugatory;  as  he  means,  I  perceive,  to  delay  paymt.  of 
it  until  a  final  setdement  for  the  land,  takes  place;  and  for  a 
variety  of  reasons  this  settlement  cannot  be  adjusted  with  me; 
amongst  others,  because  I  am  unacquainted  with  the  agree- 
ment you  entered  into,  but  principally  if  it  was,  my  situation 
and  public  duties  would  render  it  impracticable  for  me  to 
attend  to  this  business. 

I  therefore  return  the  Bond  to  you,  that  whatever  may  be 
due  thereon  at  the  final  settlement,  may  be  received  and  car- 
ried to  the  credit  of  our  joint  concern.  In  the  mean  while,  that 
concern  will  have  credit  for  Two  hundred  and  two  pounds  six 


1794]  PAYMENT  ON  A  BOND  497 

shillings  and  five  pence  half  paymt.  received  Octr.  6th.  1792. 
and  One  hundred  and  forty  pounds  reed,  from  Mr.  Cowper 
the  fourth  instant. 

Mr.  Cowper,  as  you  will  perceive,  is  very  desirous  of  having 
this  matter  settled ;  nor  ought  it  to  be  less  desirable  on  our  ac- 
count; for  delay  will  work  more  against  us,  than  him.  Let  me 
beseech  you  therefore  to  take  prompt  and  efficatious  measures 
to  bring  the  business  to  an  end.  One  or  two  claims,  of  wch.  I 
never  had  any  knowledge  or  even  suspicion,  have  already  ap- 
peared; and  others  may  start  up,  if  the  matter  lyes  open  any 
longer. 

I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  we  aught  not  to  lose  any  thing 
on  account  of  any  claim  set  up  since  the  purchase  of  old  Mar- 
maduke  Norfleet,  and  not  known  at  the  time  of  this  purchase; 
at  least  that  the  heirs  to  that  Gentleman  are  liable  for  all  dis- 
coveries; but  whatever  you  shall  do  after  a  full  investigation, 
advice,  and  consideration,  with  respect  to  such  claim  or  claims, 
I  will  abide  by. 

So  soon  as  you  shall  have  brought  this  business  to  a  close,  be 
so  good  as  to  transmit  a  state  of  it  to  me.  I  am  etc. 

*To  JAMES  ROSS 

German  Town,  September  13, 1794. 

Sir:  By  Mr.  Bradford  I  was  favored  with  your  letter  of  the 
3d.  Instt.  from  Pittsburgh;  together  with  Two  hundred  and 
Sixty  seven  dollars  on  account  of  Colo.  Cannons  Bond;  for 
which,  and  the  train  you  have  placed  the  residue  of  it,  in, 
I  pray  you  to  accept  my  best  thanks. 

I  am  ready,  and  willing,  to  dispose  of  my  lands  in  Fayette 
County  at  the  price,  and  on  the  terms  conditionally  offered  by 
the  man  from  Cumberland  County,  whensoever  he,  or  any 
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other  is  disposed  to  close  the  matter,  agreeably  thereto.  And  I 
would  dispose  of  my  other  tract  in  Washington  County  on  the 
conditions  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  third,  by  Mr.  Brad- 
ford. I  do  not,  for  reasons  which  will  readily  occur  to  you, 
repeat  these,  but  a  recurrence  to,  or  recollection  of  the  purport 
of  that  letter,  will  inform  you  what  they  are.  I  will  only  add  on 
this  head,  that  I  am  more  sollicitous  that  interest  on  the  unpaid 
sums  shall  be  secured  with  punctuality,  and  without  trouble, 
when  due,  than  I  am  for  the  shortness  of  the  credit  which  is  to 
be  allowed;  especially  if  lengthening  the  credit  would  enhance 
the  price. 

The  state  of  matters  in  the  Western  counties  of  this  Com- 
monwealth fill  me  with  the  deepest  regret,  but  I  shall  not 
trouble  you  with  more  than  this  general  expression  of  it.  Cir- 
cumstanced as  things  have  been  in  them,  for  sometime,  a  letter 
on  business  of  a  private  nature,  and  of  immaterial  consequence, 
was  not  to  be  expected;  nor  would  the  postponement  of  one 
until  a  more  tranquil  scene  have  surprized  or  excited  the  least 
impatience  in  me.  With  great  esteem  etc. 

*  To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

German  Town,  September  14,  1794. 

Mr.  Pearce :  I  am  well  satisfied  that  the  omission  of  the  date 
of  Colo.  Lyle's  bond  was  accident  and  not  design,  and  for  that 
reason  suggested  a  mode,  by  the  observance  of  which,  no  infor- 
mation that  is  required  will  ever  be  omited.  When  is  that  Gen- 
tleman, by  promise,  to  discharge  this  bond  ? 

I  think  you  were  quite  right  in  sowing  the  early  (or  drilled) 
wheat  at  different  seasons,  with  a  view  to  discover  the  best  sea- 
son for  it.  But  have  you  been  told,  or  do  you  know  that  the 
drilled  Wheat  at  Union  farm  was  of  two  kinds,  one  of  them 
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double  headed.  Unless  Crow  kept  them  asunder,  the  next 
growth  from  these  seeds  will  be  a  curious  hotch  potch. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  heavy  rains  you  have  had,  on  many 
accounts;  but  on  none  more  than  throwing  you  backward  in 
the  Mill  swamps,  and  the  hard  and  unfit  condition  it  will  put 
them  [sic]  grounds  for  the  reception  of  the  grass  seeds  even  if  it 
should  not  have  gullied  and  washed  the  soil  off  in  places.  I 
know  too,  that  besides  stopping  your  ploughs  on  Acct.  of  the 
wetness  of  the  land,  that  such  rains  are  apt  to  gully  the  fields 
already  sown  with  Wheat  and  to  render  those  which  have  not 
received  in  the  Seed  in  a  much  worse  condition  for  this  purpose 
but  as  these  are  the  effects  of  Providential  dispensations  resig- 
nation is  our  duty.  I  am  persuaded  you  will  render  the  disad- 
vantage as  light  as  possible  and  that  is  all  I  can  expect.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  hope  the  season  has  not  urged  you  to  sow 
faster  than  the  ground  was  in  order;  for  I  know  no  practice 
worse  than  ploughing  and  sowing  when  it  is  too  wet. 

Drains  in  all  the  fields  that  require  it  (and  none  requires  it 
more  than  No.  6  at  Dogue  Run)  if  those  heavy  rains  had  not 
come,  ought  to  be  made  before  the  winter  wets  set  in;  as,  for 
want  of  these,  and  notwithstanding  I  am  continually  incul- 
cating this  doctrine  upon  my  Overseers  I  have  much  Wheat 
drowned  every  year. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  you,  among  others,  have  the  Ague 
and  fever.  It  has,  from  what  I  hear,  been  uncommonly  rife 
this  year;  occasioned  it  is  presumed,  by  the  wetness  of  the 
summer.  An  emetic,  after  it  becomes  regular,  as  I  mentioned 
in  one  of  my  former  letters,  and  care,  generally,  removes  it. 

The  actual  spitting  of  young  Boatswain  should  be  carefully 
investigated,  and  medical  aid  administered  if  it  be  real ;  which 
from  the  temper  of  the  boys  mother,  and  her  desire  of  keep- 
ing him  with  her  as  a  waiter  may  well  be  questioned.  Under 
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pretence  once  before,  of  a  hurt  by  a  Cart  she  kept  him  three 
months  (if  I  recollect  rightly)  in  the  house  with  her  until  he 
was  forced  out  and  this  may  be  the  case  again. 

Whilst  some  deny,  other  affirm,  that  the  yellow  fever  is  in 
Baltimore,  I  shall  decide  nothing  on  this  head  myself,  and  only 
mention  the  matter,  that  if  that  should  be  your  rout  to  the 
Eastern  Shore  whensoever  you  may  go,  that  you  may  be  on 
your  guard.  I  am  etc. 

*To  ELIZABETH  PARKE  CUSTIS 

German  Town,  September  14, 1794. 

My  dear  Betcy:  Shall  I,  in  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  7th. 
instant  say,  when  you  are  as  near  the  Pinnacle  of  happiness  as 
your  sister  Patcy  conceives  herself  to  be;  or  when  your  candour 
shines  more  conspicuously  than  it  does  in  that  letter,  that  I  will 
then,  comply  with  the  request  you  have  made,  for  my  Picture  ? 

No:  I  will  grant  it  without  either:  for  if  the  latter  was  to  be 
a  preliminary,  it  would  be  sometime  I  apprehend  before  that 
Picture  would  be  found  pendant  at  your  breast;  it  not  being 
within  the  bounds  of  probability  that  the  contemplation  of  an 
inanimate  thing,  whatever  might  be  the  reflections  arising  from 
the  possession  of  it,  can  be  the  only  wish  of  your  heart. 

Respect  may  place  it  among  the  desirable  objects  of  it,  but 
there  are  emotions  of  a  softer  kind,  to  wch.  the  heart  of  a  girl 
turned  of  eighteen,  is  susceptible,  that  must  have  generated 
much  warmer  ideas,  although  the  fruition  of  them  may,  appar- 
ently, be  more  distant  than  those  of  your  Sister's. 

Having  (by  way  of  a  hint)  delivered  a  sentiment  to  Patty,13 
which  may  be  useful  to  her  (if  it  be  remembered  after  the 

Martha  Parke  Custis,  who  became  Mrs.  Thomas  Peter. 
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change  that  is  contemplated,  is  consummated)  I  will  suggest 
another,  more  applicable  to  yourself. 

Do  not  then  in  your  contemplation  of  the  marriage  state, 
look  for  perfect  felicity  before  you  consent  to  wed.  Nor  con- 
ceive, from  the  fine  tales  the  Poets  and  lovers  of  old  have  told 
us,  of  the  transports  of  mutual  love,  that  heaven  has  taken  its 
abode  on  earth :  Nor  do  not  deceive  yourself  in  supposing,  that 
the  only  mean  by  which  these  are  to  be  obtained,  is  to  drink 
deep  of  the  cup,  and  revel  in  an  ocean  of  love.  Love  is  a  mighty 
pretty  thing;  but  like  all  other  delicious  things,  it  is  cloying; 
and  when  the  first  transports  of  the  passion  begins  to  subside, 
which  it  assuredly  will  do,  and  yield,  oftentimes  too  late,  to 
more  sober  reflections,  it  serves  to  evince,  that  love  is  too  dainty 
a  food  to  live  upon  alone,  and  ought  not  to  be  considered  far- 
ther than  as  a  necessary  ingredient  for  that  matrimonial  hap- 
piness which  results  from  a  combination  of  causes;  none  of 
which  are  of  greater  importance,  than  that  the  object  on  whom 
it  is  placed,  should  possess  good  sense,  good  dispositions,  and 
the  means  of  supporting  you  in  the  way  you  have  been  brought 
up.  Such  qualifications  cannot  fail  to  attract  (after  marriage) 
your  esteem  and  regard,  into  wch.  or  into  disgust,  sooner  or 
later,  love  naturally  resolves  itself;  and  who  at  the  sametime, 
has  a  claim  to  the  respect,  and  esteem  of  the  circle  he  moves  in. 
Without  these,  whatever  may  be  your  first  impressions  of  the 
man,  they  will  end  in  disappointment;  for  be  assured,  and  ex- 
perience will  convince  you,  that  there  is  no  truth  more  certain, 
than  that  all  our  enjoyments  fall  short  of  our  expectations;  and 
to  none  does  it  apply  with  more  force,  than  to  the  gratification 
of  the  passions.  You  may  believe  me  to  be  always,  and  sincerely 
Your  Affectionate.  [m.l.] 
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*To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  September  21,  1794. 

Mr.  Pearce:  Your  letter  of  the  14th.  instt.  and  the  weekly  re- 
ports, have  been  reed. 

We  left  our  Quarters  at  German  Town  yesterday,  and  are 
again  fixed  in  this  City. 

Thos.  Green's  quitting  my  business  of  his  own  accord,  what- 
ever the  pretence  may  be,  is  in  my  opinion  a  lucky  circum- 
stance, as  my  repugnance  to  turning  him  away  was  on  account 
of  his  helpless  family.  These  you  may  suffer  to  remain  where 
they  are,  until  he  can  provide  a  place  for  them;  or  until  you 
may  have  occasion  for  the  house  for  his  successor;  provided 
this  is  not  unreasonably  delayed.  Old  Bishop  must  be  taken 
care  of  whether  he  goes  or  stays. 

It  would  be  well  that  you  should  be  off,  or  on  with  Pyne 
without  more  delay;  first  because  the  season  for  providing 
Overseers  is  getting  late ;  and  2dly.  because  he  may  have  found 
employment,  or  received  offers  in  the  federal  City  (where 
wages  are  high)  of  such  a  nature  as  to  raise  his  expectations 
above  what  the  services  you  want  him  for,  would  enable  me 
to  give. 

What  have  you  done  with  McKoy  ?  Does  he  go,  or  stay  an- 
other year  ?  and  what  are  the  present  appearances  of  the  stone 
quarry  at  Mount  Vernon  ?  Last  year,  a  Nephew  of  mine 14  liv- 
ing in  Westmoreland  County,  about  70  miles  below  you;  had 
partly  engaged  a  man  (who  was  master  of  two  or  three  Negro 
Carpenters  of  his  own,  which  he  was  to  bring  with  him)  to 
look  after  my  Carpenters;  but  the  unwillingness,  on  acct.  of 
Green's  family,  to  turn  him  away,  prevented  it.  The  objection 
being  removed,  the  enclosed  letter,  left  open  for  your  perusal, 

"William  Augustine  Washington. 
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may  be  forwarded,  or  destroyed,  according  to  circumstances  at 
the  time  you  receive  it;  as  you  will  best  know  what  steps  you 
have  taken,  and  your  prospect  of  succeeding  to  supply  the  place 
of  Green  with  a  competent  character  by  other  means. 

I  am  glad  to  find  by  your  last  letter  that  the  several  Crops 
which  are  now  on  the  ground  look  as  well  as  could  reasonably 
be  expected.  It  is,  and  has  been,  much  my  wish  to  make  a  visit 
to  Mount  Vernon  before  the  meeting  of  Congress,  on  the  first 
monday  in  Novemr;  and  I  assuredly  should  have  done  it,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  Insurrection  in  the  Western  counties  of  this 
State,  which,  for  ought  I  know  to  the  contrary,  at  present  may, 
instead  of  it,  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  move  that  way.  The 
state  of  things  at  this  moment  does  not,  however  enable  me  to 
decide  on  either  movement  with  precision.  One  thing  certain, 
is,  that  if  I  am  not  at  Mount  Vernon  before  the  15th.  of  Octo- 
ber, it  is  not  within  the  bounds  of  probability  that  I  shall,  before 
the  Spring,  be  at  that  place;  as  public  business  will  compel  me 
to  be  at  the  Seat  of  Government  (in  this  City)  before  the  first 
of  November  (a  few  days  before  the  Meeting  of  Congress). 

Mrs.  Fanny  Washington  has  requested  leave  for  her  Over- 
seer Tayler  to  get  as  many  boards  from  my  land  in  the  Neck, 
or  else  where,  as  will  cover  a  Corn  house  at  her  Plantation, 
wch.  it  is  deemed  necessary  to  erect;  this  you  may  permit, 
without  waste,  to  be  done  by  her  own  Carpenters,  without  any 
aid  of  mine. 

Mrs.  Washington  requests  that  the  Gardener  would  send 
her  some  Artichoke  seed  of  the  best  kind  he  has,  and  by  the 
first  Post  under  cover  to  me.  I  remain  etc. 

*To  DAVID  STUART 

Philadelphia,  September  21, 1794. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  14th.  instt.  has  been  duly  re- 
ceived. As  it  was,  and  is,  my  earnest  wish  to  discharge  my 
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obligation  to  Mr.  Lund  Washington,  and  all  other  debts;  it 
will  prove  inconvenient  to  me  to  apply  the  money  which  you 
have  lodged  in  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  for  my  use,  to  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  the  debt  due  from  my  brother  Samuel's  estate 
to  that  of  Mr.  Custis';  yet  I  cannot,  whilst  there  are  means  at 
my  command,  see  the  estate  of  the  former  arrested  from  his 
representatives,  and  suffer  them  to  be  involved  in  difficulty, 
perhaps  in  distress  and  not  apply  them  in  prevention. 

The  estate  of  my  Brother  Samuel  being  involved,  and  left 
under  wretched  management,  has  already  proved  a  heavy  tax 
upon  me.  Land  which  I  sold  twenty  odd  years  ago  to  Colo. 
Philp.  Pendleton  falling  into  his  hands,  and  he  thereby  becom- 
ing paymaster  to  me,  has  (as  I  never  intended,  under  the  view 
I  had  of  his  affairs,  to  ask  payment)  sunk  me  more  than  ,£ 800. 
For  the  board,  education,  and  oth^r  expences  of  his  two  sons  I 
am  in  a  further  advance  for  it,  upwards  of  £  1000  more,  besides 
the  support  of  his  daughter  Harriot,  since  she  was  given  over  to 
me  by  Mrs.  Fendall,  without  receiving  a  single  sous  towards  it. 

For  the  past  I  expected  no  return,  but  it  will  be  hard  (espe- 
cially as  I  thought  my  advances,  except  for  Harriot,  were  at  an 
end)  to  launch  out  a  thousand  pounds  more  with  as  little  pros- 
pect of  a  re-fund  as  for  that  which  has  gone  before  it.  Yet,  and 
for  the  reason  I  have  mentioned,  I  shall  not  suffer  the  remains 
of  the  estate  to  be  sold  without  lending  my  aid  to  prevent  it.  I 
must  therefore  leave  the  thousand  pounds  in  the  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria which  you  say  is  appropriated  for  my  use,  to  your  own 
disposal. 

But  it  is  my  wish,  and  desire  that  the  process  against  that 
estate  may  not  be  arrested  short  of  its  coming  to  actual  Sale,  at 
which  point  I  would  stop  it;  without  the  least  intimation  of  my 
intention  previous  thereto,  to  do  so;  for  the  following  reasons: 
1  st.  because  George  and  Lawrence  Washington  do  not  appear 
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to  me  to  be  sufficiently  impressed  with  the  incumbrances  on 
their  estate;  2d,  because  both  of  them  seem  to  entertain  too 
high  an  opinion  of  the  value  of  the  property  they  are  possessed; 
3d,  under  this  mistaken  idea,  or  from  proneness  to  show,  they 
are  not,  nor  will  not  be  restrained  from  endulgencies,  until 
they  either  feel,  or  have  a  nearer  view  of  the  necessity,  for  im- 
posing those  restraints;  4th.  because  they  are  not  sensible,  I  be- 
lieve, of  the  inconveniency  to  me  of  the  advances  I  have  made 
for  their  accommodation;  and  5th,  because  the  estate  may  (un- 
known to  me)  have  made  some  provision  to  meet  this  demand, 
at  least  in  part;  and  might  slacken  its  exertions,  or  divert  its 
funds,  if  another  source  is  contemplated,  through  which  the 
debt  is  to  be  discharged.  If  all,  or  any  of  these  things  can  be 
effected  by  concealing  my  intention,  until  the  period  above 
mentioned,  it  may  be  serviceable  to  all,  and  injurious  to  none. 

You  will  have  found  that  Doctr.  Thornton's  Commission, 
bears  equal  date  with  your  letter,  of  course  it  was  too  late  for 
the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  latter. 

With  great  esteem  &c.  [  h.  s.  p.  ] 

*ToBURGESBALL 

Philadelphia,  September  25, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  10th.  instt.  from  the  Sulpher 
Springs  has  been  reed. 

When  General  Knox  (who  for  several  days  has  been  ex- 
pected) returns,  I  will  deliver  your  letter  to  him,  and  from  him 
(in  whose  department  the  business  lyes)  you  will  receive  an 
answer  to  your  proposition. 

I  hear  with  the  greatest  pleasure  of  the  spirit  which  so  gener- 
ally pervades  the  Militia  of  every  State  that  has  been  called  upon, 
on  the  present  occasion;  and  of  the  decided  discountenance 
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the  Incendiaries  of  public  peace  and  order  have  met  within 
their  attempt  to  spread  their  nefarious  doctrines,  with  a  view 
to  poison  and  discontent  the  minds  of  the  people  against  the 
government;  particularly  by  endeavouring  to  have  it  believed 
that  their  liberties  were  assailed,  and  that  all  the  wicked  and 
abominable  measures  that  cod.  be  devised  (under  specious 
guises)  are  practiced  to  sap  the  Constitution,  and  lay  the  foun- 
dation of  future  Slavery. 

The  Insurrection  in  the  Western  counties  of  this  State  is  a 
striking  evidence  of  this;  and  may  be  considered  as  the  first 
ripe  fruit  of  the  Democratic  Societies.  I  did  not,  I  must  confess ; 
expect  their  labours  would  come  to  maturity  so  soon;  though  I 
never  had  a  doubt,  that  such  conduct  would  produce  some  such 
issue;  if  it  did  not  meet  the  frown  of  those  who  were  well  dis- 
posed to  order  and  good  government,  in  time;  for  can  any 
thing  be  more  absurd,  more  arrogant,  or  more  pernicious  to  the 
peace  of  Society,  than  for  self  created  bodies,  forming  them- 
selves into  permanent  Censors,  and  under  the  shade  of  Night 
in  a  conclave,  resolving  that  acts  of  Congress  which  have  un- 
dergone the  most  deliberate,  and  solemn  discussion  by  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  people,  chosen  for  the  express  purpose,  and 
bringing  with  them  from  the  different  parts  of  the  Union  the 
sense  of  their  Constituents,  endeavouring  as  far  as  the  nature  of 
the  thing  will  admit,  to  form  that  will  into  Laws  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  whole;  I  say,  under  these  circumstances,  for  a 
self  created,  permanent  body,  (for  no  one  denies  the  right  of  the 
people  to  meet  occasionally,  to  petition  for,  or  to  remonstrate 
against,  any  Act  of  the  Legislature  &ca)  to  declare  that  this  act 
is  unconstitutional,  and  that  act  is  pregnant  of  mischief;  and 
that  all  who  vote  contrary  to  their  dogmas  are  actuated  by  self- 
ish motives,  or  under  foreign  influence;  nay  in  plain  terms  are 
traiters  to  their  Country,  is  such  a  stretch  of  arrogant  presump- 
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tion  as  is  not  to  be  reconciled  with  laudable  motives:  especially 
when  we  see  the  same  set  of  men  endeavouring  to  destroy  all 
confidence  in  the  Administration,  by  arraigning  all  its  acts, 
without  knowing  on  what  ground,  or  with  what  information 
it  proceeds  and  this  without  regard  to  decency  or  truth.  These 
things  were  evidently  intended,  and  could  not  fail  without 
counteraction,  to  disquiet  the  public  mind;  but  I  hope,  and 
trust,  they  will  work  their  own  cure;  especially  when  it  is 
known,  more  generally  than  it  is,  that  the  Democratic  Society 
of  this  place  (from  which  the  others  have  emanated)  was  in- 
stituted by  Mr.  Genet  for  the  express  purpose  of  dissention,  and 
to  draw  a  line  between  the  people  and  the  government,  after 
he  found  the  Officers  of  the  latter  would  not  yield  to  the  hostile 
measures  in  which  he  wanted  to  embroil  this  Country. 

I  hope  this  letter  will  find  you,  Mrs.  Ball  and  the  family  in 
better  health  than  when  you  wrote  last,  remember  me  to  them, 
and  be  assured  that  I  remain  Your  Affectionate.15 

PROCLAMATION 

S 

Philadelphia,  September  25, 1794. 

Whereas,  from  a  hope  that  the  combinations  against  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  in  certain  of 
the  Western  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  would  yield  to  time  and 
reflection,  I  thought  it  sufficient,  in  the  first  instance,  rather  to 
take  measures  for  calling  forth  the  militia  than  immediately 
to  embody  them;  but  the  moment  is  now  come,  when  the  over- 
tures of  forgiveness,  with  no  other  condition  than  a  submission 
to  law,  have  been  only  partially  accepted;  when  every  form 
of  conciliation  not  inconsistent  with  the  being  of  Government 
has  been  adopted,  without  effect;  when  the  well-disposed  in 

™  From  the  Ball  Deposit  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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those  counties  are  unable  by  their  influence  and  example  to 
reclaim  the  wicked  from  their  fury,  and  are  compelled  to  asso- 
ciate in  their  own  defence;  when  the  proffered  lenity  has  been 
perversely  misinterpreted  into  an  apprehension  that  the  citi- 
zens will  march  with  reluctance;  when  the  opportunity  of 
examining  the  serious  consequences  of  a  treasonable  opposi- 
tion has  been  employed  in  propagating  principles  of  anarchy, 
endeavoring  through  emissaries  to  alienate  the  friends  of  order 
from  its  support,  and  inviting  enemies  to  perpetrate  similar 
acts  of  insurrection;  when  it  is  manifest,  that  violence  would 
continue  to  be  exercised  upon  every  attempt  to  enforce  the 
laws;  when,  tiierefore,  Government  is  set  at  defiance,  the  con- 
test being  whether  a  small  proportion  of  the  United  States 
shall  dictate  to  the  whole  Union,  and,  at  the  expense  of  those 
who  desire  peace,  indulge  a  desperate  ambition; 

Now,  therefore,  I,  George  Washington,  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  obedience  to  that  high  and  irresistible  duty, 
consigned  to  me  by  the  Constitution,  "to  take  care  that  the 
laws  be  faithfully  executed;"  deploring  that  the  American 
name  should  be  sullied  by  the  outrages  of  citizens  on  their  own 
Government;  commiserating  such  as  remain  obstinate  from 
delusion;  but  resolved,  in  perfect  reliance  on  that  gracious 
Providence  which  so  signally  displays  its  goodness  towards 
this  country,  to  reduce  the  refractory  to  a  due  subordination 
to  the  laws;  do  hereby  declare  and  make  known,  that,  with  a 
satisfaction  which  can  be  equalled  only  by  the  merits  of  the 
militia  summoned  into  service  from  the  States  of  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  I  have  received  intelli- 
gence of  their  patriotic  alacrity,  in  obeying  the  call  of  the  pres- 
ent, though  painful,  yet  commanding  necessity;  that  a  force, 
which,  according  to  every  reasonable  expectation,  is  adequate  to 
the  exigency,  is  already  in  motion  to  the  scene  of  disaffection; 
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that  those  who  have  confided  or  shall  confide  in  the  protec- 
tion of  Government,  shall  meet  full  succor  under  the  stand- 
ard and  from  the  arms  of  the  United  States;  that  those  who 
having  offended  against  the  laws  have  since  entitled  them- 
selves to  indemnity,  will  be  treated  with  the  most  liberal  good 
faith,  if  they  shall  not  have  forfeited  their  claim  by  any  subse- 
quent conduct,  and  that  instructions  are  given  accordingly. 

And  I  do,  moreover,  exhort  all  individuals,  officers,  and 
bodies  of  men,  to  contemplate  with  abhorrence  the  measures 
leading  directly  or  indirectly  to  those  crimes,  which  produce 
this  resort  to  military  coercion;  to  check,  in  their  respective 
spheres,  the  efforts  of  misguided  or  designing  men  to  substi- 
tute their  misrepresentation  in  the  place  of  truth,  and  their 
discontents  in  the  place  of  stable  government;  and  to  call  to 
mind,  that  as  the  people  of  the  United  States  have  been  per- 
mitted, under  the  Divine  favor,  in  perfect  freedom,  after  sol- 
emn deliberation,  in  an  enlightened  age,  to  elect  their  own 
Government,  so  will  their  gratitude  for  this  inestimable  bless- 
ing be  best  distinguished  by  firm  exertions  to  maintain  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws. 

And,  lastly,  I  again  warn  all  persons,  whomsoever  and  wher- 
soever,  not  to  abet,  aid,  or  comfort  the  insurgents  aforesaid, 
as  they  will  answer  the  contrary  at  their  peril;  and  I  do  also 
require  all  officers  and  other  citizens,  according  to  their  several 
duties,  as  far  as  may  be  in  their  power,  to  bring  under  the  cog- 
nizance of  the  law  all  offenders  in  the  premises.18 

*  To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  September  28, 1794. 
Mr.  Pearce:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  21st.  instt.  and 
the  Reports  of  the  preceeding  week. 

"The  text  is  from  the  Annals  of  Congress. 
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I  am  glad  to  find  your  seeding  of  Wheat  is  over,  and  that 
it  is  compleated  in  such  good  time. 

There  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be  the  smallest  occasion  for 
opening  the  new  road,  which  under  different  circumstances 
than  those  which  exist  at  present,  was  ordered  by  the  Court  at 
my  particular  request.  Nor  would  it  be,  if  opened,  of  the  least 
benefit  to  any  one  except  Mr.  Thompson  Mason,  and  very 
little  to  him,  as  he  has  the  free  use  of  all  the  Roads  (though 
with  gates  to  them)  that  he  ever  travelled  before  that  order 
was  obtained.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  when  I  applied  for,  and 
the  Court  granted  that  Road,  the  design  was,  to  relieve  me 
from  a  great  hardship,  without  doing  any  injury  to  the  public; 
for  at  that  time  the  Ferry  called  Posey's  (where  Crow  lives) 
was  a  public  one,  of  course  the  Road  from  the  Gum  spring  to 
it,  and  from  my  Mill  to  it,  were  public  Roads ;  and  by  the  Laws 
of  Virginia  Gates  were  forbid  on  them.  This  prevented  me 
from  enclosing  my  land,  as  the  expence  of  Lanes  on  both 
those  Roads  would  have  been  too  heavy  for  the  advantage  wch. 
would  have  resulted.  Under  this  view  of  the  case  and  be- 
cause very  few  who  passed  the  ferry  travelled  the  Alexandria 
Road  I  was  led  to  form  the  plan  of  having  but  one  public  Road 
through  my  Mount  Vernon  tract,  which  would  have  been  from 
my  Mill,  by  the  Barn  on  Union  farm,  along  the  string  of  fence 
that  divides  the  upper  from  the  lower  fields,  until  it  came  to 
the  Gate  on  the  hill,  by  a  lane,  that  distance.  All,  in  that  case 
who  would  have  crosd  the  Ferry  going  to,  or  returning  from 
Maryland,  would  pass  the  Mill ;  at  which  place,  if  going  down 
the  Country,  they  would  take  the  Road  to  Colchester;  if  going 
towards  the  Mountains,  or  Alexandria,  they  wd.  have  to  pass 
by  Mr.  Lund  Washington's.17  This  was  the  real  situation  of 

17 "  Hayfield,"  near  the  old  Mill  Dam,  about  4  miles  northwest  of  Mount  Vernon 
mansion. 
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things  when  the  Court,  on  my  petition,  was  pleased  to  afford 
me  the  relief  I  asked,  by  permitting  me  to  stop  up  the  old, 
and  to  open  new  public  Roads.  But  the  thing  has  now  taken 
an  entire  new  shape;  for  finding  after  this  permission  was  ob- 
tained that  the  Ferry  had  become  so  unproductive  as  not  even 
to  furnish  the  Boats  which  were  required,  I  petitioned  the 
Assembly  to  discontinue  it  by  law,  as  it  was  established  by  law; 
hence  the  Roads  to  it,  I  presume  ceased  to  be  public;  and  the 
new  ones  unnecessary,  at  least  for  the  present,  as  the  old  ones 
(with  the  difference  of  Gates  only)  serve  all  the  purposes  they 
ever  did.  Upon  this  representation,  which  I  am  sure  is  a  can- 
did and  just  one,  I  persuade  myself  the  Court  will  not  compel 
me  to  open  the  Road  you  say  you  have  been  required  to  do, 
when  no  person,  half  as  much  as  myself  would  be  benifitted 
by  it.  In  fact,  with  my  force,  the  thing  is  impracticable  this 
fall;  for  the  greater  part  of  two  miles,  from  the  levelness  of 
the  ground,  and  water  (knee  depth  at  times)  standing  thereon, 
would  require  a  high  causeway  to  render  it  passible  in  the 
winter.  If  it  was  done  I  should  derive  more  benefit  from  it 
than  any  other  person,  for  there  would  be  no  pretext  then  for 
passing  through  my  Farms  and  leaving  the  gates  open  for  my 
own  stock  to  get  out  and  others  in.  These  sentiments  may  be 
communicated  to  the  Court  if  the  order  with  which  you  are 
served  is  positive,  and  to  Mr.  Mason  who  I  am  confident  is  not 
disposed  to  run  me  to  such  an  expence  at  this  season  for  so 
trifling  (if  any)  an  advantage  to  himself.  I  am  &ct. 

*  To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Philadelphia,  September  28,  1794. 
Mr.  Pearce :  In  a  seperate  letter  of  this  date,  I  have  wrote  you 
pretty  fully  respecting  the  New  Road  which  you  are  appointed 
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Overseer  of,  with  orders  to  open;  that  the  letter  may  be  shewn 
to  the  Court,  to  Mr.  Mason,  or  whomsoever  is  the  mover  in  this 
business,  without  having  other  matters  of  a  more  private  na- 
ture blended  therewith. 

Since  writing  to  you  this  day  week,  I  have  engaged  a  Scotch- 
man, just  arrived  in  this  Country,  in  the  place  of  Green.  I  do 
not  expect  much  from  him  as  an  overlooker;  that  is,  I  do  not 
believe  he  will  carry  much  authority  among  my  negro  carpen- 
ters, as  he  appears  to  be  a  simple,  inoffensive  man;  and  because, 
that  of  House  Carpentry  or  Joinery,  is  not  his  profession;  but 
as  he  has  the  character  of  a  very  honest,  sober,  and  industrious 
man,  his  example,  with  such  representations  as  he  may  make 
to  you,  of  neglect  and  misconduct,  may  be  serviceable.  Mak- 
ing of  all  sorts  of  Plows,  Carts,  wheels  of  all  kinds,  and  various 
impliments  of  husbandry,  is  what  he  has  been  brought  up  to; 
though  he  says  he  has  worked  two  or  three  years  at  house  work, 
and  can  make  a  Sash  or  a  pannel  door.  The  buildings  in  his 
country  being  all  of  Stone,  he  knows  nothing  of  framing.  The 
enclosed  memorandum  contains  the  out  lines  of  the  agreement 
between  us;  which  has  yet  been  verbal  only. 

I  have  told  him  he  is  to  have  Green's  house,  Garden,  &ca., 
but  if  you  have  not  an  eye  to  it,  Green  will  burn  the  fence  of 
the  latter,  and  strip  the  former  of  everything  he  can.  This  man 
(James  Donaldson)  will,  with  his  family,  embark  this  day  for 
Mount  Vernon,  on  board  Captn.  Mitchell.  But  if  Greens  fam- 
ily should  not  have  removed,  they,  or  Donaldson's,  may  go 
into  the  room  next  the  Shoemakers  till  Green  finds  a  place  to 
carry  his  family  to;  which  he  is  to  do  without  waste  of  time; 
for  I  do  not  mean  to  keep  them  there,  after  he  is  gone :  Bishop, 
as  I  mentioned  in  a  late  letter,  must  be  provided  for  in  some 
way  or  other,  to  keep  him  from  suffering. 

Donaldson,  if  he  is  really  skilful  in  making  plows,  Carts, 
Wheels,  &ca,  may  be  extremely  useful  to  me;  first  in  makg. 
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these  things  himself  for  the  farms,  and  next,  in  putting  my 
own  people  in  the  way  of  doing  it.  He  is  to  be  furnished  with 
Tools;  and  he  wanted  me  to  make  him  some  allowance  for  his 
eldest  son,  who  he  says  could  work;  but  the  latter  I  refused  to  do. 

I  have  written  by  this  Post  to  my  Nephew,  to  countermand 
the  request  contained  in  the  letter  which  passed  through  your 
hands;  but  I  should  not  be  much  disconcerted  (if  they  can  be 
accomodated  with  house  room)  if  both  were  employed;  as 
the  last  (that  is  the  man  from  Westmoreld)  would  be  more 
competent  to  the  Management  of  the  Negros,  whilst  the  other 
might  be  principally,  if  not  wholly,  occupied  in  putting  the 
Wheels,  Carts,  Plows,  and  other  utensils  in  order;  and  in  mak- 
ing and  repairing  Spinning  Wheels  &ca.  &ca.  wch.  he  professes 
to  understand  well. 

I  presume  you  are  upon  some  certainty  ere  this,  with  respect 
to  Pyne.  If  you  are  not,  nor  know  not  what  is  become  of  him, 
do  not  on  this  account,  remain  longer  in  suspence  than  you  can 
be  otherwise  provided;  he  wrote  to  me  some  time  ago  from  the 
Federal  City.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  poor  Butlers  illness.  The 
season  every  where,  has  been  remark  [ab]ly  sickly. 

I  leave  this  on  Tuesday  for  Carlisle,  where  I  shall  (from  the 
information  I  expect  to  receive  from  the  Insu[r]gent  Counties 
of  this  state)  be  better  enabled  to  determine  whether  I  shall 
proceed  on  with  the  Troops,  than  I  can  do  here.  If  you  do  not 
see  me  at  Mt.  Vernon,  of  which  I  have  very  little  hopes,  by  the 
middle  of  October,  you  may  take  it  for  granted  I  cannot  be 
there  before  the  meeting  of  Congress;  and  of  course  not  till 
Spring. 

Remember  the  promise  I  made  to  my  Sister 18  of  a  Mule,  if 
she  should  send  for  one,  let  it  be  a  broke  one,  and  good;  but 


15Mrs.  Fielding  (Elizabeth  Washington)  Lewis. 


per  Annum 
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not  the  very  best.  Your  letters  (sent  to  this  place  as  usual)  will 
come  regularly  to  me.  I  am  etc. 

*To  MEMORANDUM  OF  THE  ALLOWANCES  TO 

AND  WHAT  IS  EXPECTED  FROM 

JAMES  DONALDSON 

400  lbs.  of  Porke 
200  do.  Beef 
1000  Herrings 
200  Shad 

200.  lbs.  of  midling  flour 

20  bushels  of  Indian  Meal  or  grindg.  flour  equiv- 
alent 
One  hundred  and  twenty  dollrs 

To  pay  his,  and  families  passage  round  to  Mount  Vernon, 
and  furnish  him  with  the  use  of  Tools  with  which  to  work, 
when  there. 

To  let  him  have  the  use  of  a  house  to  live  in,  and  the  Garden 
adjoining,  and  also  of  a  Cow  to  give  him  milk;  or  to  allow  him 
Provender,  if  he  chuses  to  keep  one  himself.  And  when  neces- 
sity requires  it,  he  may  be  absent  a  day,  or  so,  but  such  times  as  he 
thus  takes  to  himself,  or  looses,  is  to  be  made  up  at  the  years  end. 
James  Donaldson  is  to  find  his  own  bedding  and  drink.  He 
is  to  work  from  the  time  it  is  light  enough  in  the  morning, 
until  twilight  in  the  evening  (with  a  proper  allowance  at  his 
breakfast  and  dinner)  wheresoever  the  business  of  the  Farms 
at,  or  adjoining  to  Mount  Verncn,  shall  require.  And  if  any  of 
the  Negro  Carpenters  belonging  to  the  Estate  should  be  com- 
mitted to  his  care  and  management,  he  will  use  his  best  en- 
deavours to  keep  them  to  their  work,  and  instruct  them  in 
whatsoever  he,  or  they,  may  be  employed  about. 
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Fuel,  carried  to  the  house  for  the  said  Donaldson,  is  also  to  be 
allowed  him.  In  witness  of  this  Agreement  the  parties  have 
interchangeably  set  their  hands  this  29th.  of  Septr.  1794. 

*To  WILLIAM  AUGUSTINE  WASHINGTON 

Philadelphia,  September  28, 1794. 

My  dear  Sir:  You  will  be  disposed  to  think  I  am  very  fickle 
and  unsteady  (if  you  have  received  the  letter  I  wrote  you  abt.  a 
week  ago)  when  you  find  that  the  purport  of  this  letter,  is  to  re- 
quest that  you  will  take  no  measures  in  consequence  of  my  last. 

The  reason  for  this  request  is,  that  since  the  date  thereof,  I 
have  met  with  a  man  in  this  city  (just  arrived  from  Scotland) 
who  from  his  character,  professional  knowledge,  and  the  rec- 
ommendation he  brings,  will,  I  conceive,  answer  my  purpose 
in  all  respects  except  his  unacquaintedness  with  negros,  and 
the  method  of  manageing  of  them.  I  have,  nevertheless,  em- 
ployed him,  as  he  is  said  to  be  skilful  in  making  Carts,  Plows, 
farming  impliments,  and  wheels  of  all  sorts. 

I  will  add,  if  in  consequence  of  the  letter  above  alluded  to, 
you  have  entered  into  any  engagement  with  the  person  in  your 
neighbourhood,  he  may  come  on;  notwithstanding  my  con- 
tract with  the  Scotchmen;  as  he  will  be  much  more  competent 
to  overlook  my  Negro  Carpenters  than  the  latter,  who  may  be 
employed  principally,  if  not  altogether,  in  making  and  repair- 
ing the  articles  \  have  enumerated.  I  should  be  better  pleased, 
however,  if  he  should  come  singly,  than  with  his  workmen;  as 
I  shall  be  rather  overdone  by  the  whole. 

I  shall  leave  the  City  the  day  after  tomorrow  for  Carlisle,  to 
decide  there,  on  a  nearer  view,  whether  to  proceed  with  the 
Troops  against  the  Insurgents,  or  to  return  by  the  meeting  of 
Congress,  on  the  first  Monday  in  November.  Letters  will  not 
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be  impeded  in  their  passage  to  me  from  the  Post  Office  in  this 
City  but  a  few  days  longer,  on  that  Acct.  With  very  great  re- 
gard and  Affection  I  am  etc.19 

*To  WILLIAM  DEAKINS,  JUNIOR 

Philadelphia,  September  30, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  22d.  instt.  If  there 
is  a  prospect  of  rise  in  the  price  of  Tobacco  I  would  await 
the  chance  of  it,  especially  as  Mr.  Jones  has  not  compleated  the 
collection. 

I  wish  the  Order  of  Colo  Mercer  on  that  Gentleman  may  be 
re-examined;  if  I  recollect  the  purport  of  it,  it  is  only  for  such 
Rents  as  arose  on  the  moiety  of  Woodstock  which  fell  to  my 
share.  Whether  those  mentioned  in  your  letter  is  for  this  part 
only  or  for  the  whole  tract  I  am  unable  to  decide.  Nor  am  I  cer- 
tain whether  the  order  is  for  one  or  two  years  Rents,  recourse 
to  it  will  decide  the  point  which  I  wish  may  be  done  accurately 
as  it  is  my  desire  to  close  the  matter  finally  with  Colo.  Mercer. 
With  much  esteem  etc.19 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

Philadelphia,  September  30, 1794. 
Dear  Sir :  Under  the  circumstances  which  exist  to  exceed  your 
proposed  time  of  absence  so  long,  is  to  be  regretted,  but  hear- 

19 From  a  photostat  of  the  original  through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  A.  S.  W.  Rosenbach, 
of  New  York  City. 

On  September  29  Washington  indorsed  upon  the  wrapper  of  a  Treasury  statement 
of  the  interest  due  the  President,  the  following:  "The  Certificates  on  which  the 
within  Stock  is  founded,  was  endorsed  by  me,  and  left  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Nourse 
the  Registr.  in  order  that  the  whole  may  be  blended  together  and  simplified  for  my 
use  and  benefit"  Beneath  it,  on  Nov.  2,  1795,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Oliver  Wol- 
cott  has  noted  to  the  "  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  It  is  the  desire  of 
the  President  that  the  Interest  on  the  Certifs.  enclosed  being  in  six  p  Cent  Stock 
Dolls  3.746.29  and  in  3  p  Cent  Stock  Dolls  2.947.88  may  be  paid  to  B.  Dandridge 
Esqr."    The  original  of  this  wrapper  is  in  Haverford  College. 
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ing  nothing  from  you  for  a  considerable  time  has  given  alarm, 
lest  some  untoward  accident  may  have  been  the  cause  of  it. 

Having  occasion  sometime  ago  to  write  to  Colo.  Ball  on  busi- 
ness, I  observed  that  the  land  of  which  he  was  possessed  was 
reported  as  a  favorable  spot  on  which  to  establish  an  Arsenal 
and  desired  to  know  if  he  was  disposed  to  part  with  it.  He 
answered,  that  he  had  not  entertained  any  thoughts  of  doing 
it;  but  he  would  take  twenty  or  twenty  five  (I  am  not  sure 
which)  thousand  dollars  for  the  whole  tract;  containing,  I 
think  one  thousand  Acres.  I  replied  the  sum,  I  was  sure,  was 
much  more  than  the  appropriation  would  allow,  if  the  land 
was  worth  it.  and  therefore  it  was  needless  to  think  more  of 
the  matter.  Since  that  I  have  received  the  enclosed  letter,  from 
him  to  you  on  the  subject  under  cover  to  me.  Ten  days  ago  I 
wrote  him  that  when  you  returned,  his  letter  should  be  pre- 
sented, and  I  presumed  an  answer  would  be  given;  thus  stands 
the  matter. 

The  other  letter  from  General  Wilkinson,  enclosed  for  your 
perusal,  you  may  think,  and  say  what  you  please,  respecting  it. 

I  am  in  the  moment  of  my  departure  for  Carlisle,  where  my 
ulterior  movements  will  be  resolved  upon;  this  prevents  me 
from  adding  more  at  this  time  than  that,  with  sincere  esteem, 
regard  and  friendship  I  am  etc.20 

To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Reading,  October  i,  1794. 
Mr.  Pearce:  I  am  thus  far  (55  miles  from  Philadelphia)  on 
my  way  to  Carlisle  agreably  to  what  I  wrote  you  on  Sunday 
last. 


""The  following  entry  is  recorded  in  the  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Presi- 
dent (September  30):  "Tuesday  the  30  September  I  set  out  on  a  journey  into  the 
western  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  and  returned  to  the  City  of  Philada  on  Tuesday  28 
October." 
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As  I  am  not  much  accustomed  to  the  management  of  Buck 
Wheat,  and  think  I  have  heard  you  declare  the  same,  the  pur- 
pose of  my  writing  to  you  now,  is  to  inform  you  that  this  Crop 
on  the  whole  road  I  have  travelled,  is  cut  down  (although  I 
should  have  thought  it  much  too  green)  and  remaining  in  the 
field  in  very  small  cocks,  not  larger  than  a  Wheat  sheaf  drawn 
to  a  point,  at  top,  where  I  presume  it  is  to  continue  until  the 
seed  gets  perfectly  ripe,  and  the  straw  cured.  The  Potatoes  too 
were  every  where  digging.  I  remain  etc.21 

To  THE  BURGESSES  AND  THE  CITIZENS 
OF  HARRISBURG 

October  4,  1794. 
Gentlemen:  In  declaring  to  you  the  genuine  satisfaction  I 
derive  from  your  very  cordial  address,  I  will  not  mingle  any 
expression  of  the  painful  sensations  which  I  experience  from 
the  occasion  that  has  drawn  me  hither.  You  will  be  at  no  loss 
to  do  justice  to  my  feelings.  But  relying  on  that  kindness  of 
providence  towards  our  country  which  every  adverse  appear- 
ance hitherto  has  served  to  manifest  and  counting  upon  the 
tried  good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the  great  body  of  our  fellow 
Citizens  I  do  not  hesitate  to  endulge  with  you  the  expectation 
of  such  an  issue  as  will  serve  to  confirm  the  blessings  we  enjoy 
under  a  constitution  that  well  deserves  the  confidence,  attach- 
ment and  support  of  virtuous  and  enlightened  men;  to  class  the 
inhabitants  of  Harrisburgh  among  this  number  is  only  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  zealous  and  efficient  exertions  which  they  have 
made  towards  the  defence  of  the  laws.22 


21  From  the  printed  text  in  M.  D.  Conway's  George  Washington  and  Mount  Vernon, 
Long  Island  Historical  Society  Memoirs  (vol.  4). 

22 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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To  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE 
BOROUGH  OF  CARLISLE 

[October  6, 1794.] 

Gentlemen:  I  thank  you  sincerely  for  your  affectionate  ad- 
dress. I  feel  as  I  ought  what  is  personal  to  me;  and  I  cannot  but 
be  particularly  pleased  with  the  enlightened  and  patriotic  at- 
tachment which  is  manifested  towards  our  happy  constitution 
and  the  laws. 

When  we  look  round  and  behold  the  universally  acknowl- 
edged prosperity,  which  blesses  every  part  of  the  U  States,  facts 
no  less  unequivocal  than  those  which  are  the  lamented  occasion 
of  our  present  meeting  were  necessary  to  persuade  us  that  any 
portion  of  our  fellow  citizens  could  be  so  deficient  in  descern- 
ment  or  virtue  as  to  attempt  to  disturb  a  situation,  which  in- 
stead of  murmurs  and  tumults  calls  for  our  warmest  gratitude 
to  heaven  and  our  earnest  endeavours  to  preserve  and  prolong 
so  favoured  a  lot. 

Let  us  hope  that  the  delusion  cannot  be  lasting,  that  reason 
will  speedily  regain  her  empire,  and  the  laws  their  just  author- 
ity where  they  have  lost  it.  Let  the  wise  and  the  virtuous  unite 
their  efforts  to  reclaim  the  misguided  and  to  detect  and  defeat 
the  acts  of  the  factious.  The  union  of  good  men  is  a  basis  on 
which  the  security  of  our  internal  peace  and  the  stability  of  our 
government  may  safely  rest.  It  will  always  prove  an  adequate 
rampart  against  the  vicious  and  disorderly. 

In  any  case  in  which  it  may  be  indispensable  to  raise  the 
sword  of  Justice  against  obstinate  offenders,  I  shall  deprecate 
the  necessity  of  deviating  from  a  favourite  aim,  to  establish  the 
authority  of  the  laws  in  the  affections  of  all  rather  than  in 
the  fears  of  any. 
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[Accept  a  reciprocation  of  good  wishes  for  yourselves  and 
your  fellow  Citizens.]23 

To  JOHN  CLARK 

Carlisle,  October  6, 1794. 

Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  27th.  Ulto.  was  put  into  my  hands  in 
the  moment  I  was  leaving  the  City  of  Philadelphia  and  I  have 
had  neither  leisure  or  opportunity  of  acknowledging  the  re- 
ceipt of  it  since  till  now. 

I  thank  you  for  your  polite  offer  of  attending  me  to  the  field, 
but  my  going  thither  or  returning  to  the  seat  of  Government  in 
time  for  the  meeting,  Congress  depends  upon  circumstances 
not  within  my  controul  nor  of  which  have  I  such  actual  infor- 
mation at  present  as  to  enable  me  to  decide. 

Nothing  short  of  imperious  necessity  can  justify  my  being 
absent  from  the  Seat  of  Government  while  Congress  is  in  Ses- 
sion. Under  this  view  of  the  matter  I  decline  making  any  estab- 
lishment of  a  Sute  unless  that  necessity  should  when,  in  the 
choice  of  Aids,  I  must  have  regard  to  considerations  of  different 
kinds.  Yours.24 

To  WILLIAM  PEARCE 

Carlisle,  October  6, 1794. 
Mr.  Pearce :  I  wrote  you  a  few  lines  from  Reading  the  first 
instant  and  the  only  design  of  writing  to  you  now  is,  to  inform 
you  that  I  clearly  see  that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  visit 
Mount  Vernon  before  the  meeting  of  Congress,  and  of  course 
not  'till  the  Spring.  I  mention  this  matter  that  you  may  not, 
whenever  the  situation  of  your  business  will  permit  you  to  be 

23 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers.  The  original  is  in  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh  Library,  and  differs  from  this  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  punc- 
tuation and  capitalization.  It  also  lacks  the  words  inclosed  in  brackets. 

24 From  the  "Letter  Book"  copy  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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absent,  delay  your  journey  to  the  Eastern  Shore  from  an  ex- 
pectation of  seeing  me  in  Virginia. 

I  have  no  particular  directions  to  give,  because  I  have  confi- 
dence in  your  judgment,  care  and  integrity.  I  would  have, 
however,  all  the  Stock  that  would  be  endangered  in  the  course 
of  the  winter,  disposed  of  before  it  arrives;  and  no  more  hogs 
put  up  for  Porke  than  such  as  are  of  fit  age  and  size.  I  am  &ca.25 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
(Private) 

Carlisle,  October  6,  1794. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  private  letter  of  the  3d  instt.;  accompanying 
the  public  dispatches,  was  received  yesterday ;  and  I  rejoice  ex- 
ceedingly that  the  apprehensions  on  acct.  of  the  yellow  fever 
have  vanished.  It  would  have  given  great  alarm  to  all  those 
in  this  Camp  who  left  families  in  the  City,  if  Mrs.  Washington 
had  retired  from  it;  and  on  the  other  hand  it  would  have 
been  a  source  of  continual  uneasiness  to  me  in  my  absence  if 
she  had  remained  there  after  the  disorder  had  become  decid- 
edly contageous. 

It  is  but  too  evident,  that  there  is  a  faction  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States;  at  the  head  of  which  I  believe  it  is  a  certain 

Genl.  W 26  has  placed  himself,  and  is  attempting  the  ruin 

of  Genl.  Wayne;  but  it  may  happen  in  this,  as  it  has  on  similar 
occasions  that  the  attempt  may  recoil  upon  the  authors. 

None  of  the  letters  which  were  addressed  to  me,  and  for- 
warded by  the  Express,  were  of  a  public  nature. 

As  I  reached  this  place  Saturday  only,  and  have  no  very  pre- 
cise information  from  the  Insurgent  counties  I  cannot  decide 

25  From  the  printed  text  in  M.  D.  Conway's  George  Washington  and  Mount  Vernon, 
Long  Island  Historical  Society  Memoirs  (vol.  4). 
M  James  Wilkinson. 
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definitively  at  this  moment  whether  I  shall  proceed  into  them 
with  the  Troops,  or  return  in  time  for  the  meeting  of  Congress. 

As  soon  as  I  can  ascertain  the  true  state  of  the  Troops  and 
other  matters  at  this  place  I  intend  to  proceed  to  Williamsport, 
and  probably  from  thence  to  Fort  Cumberland  and  Bedford ; 
at  one  or  other  of  which  my  ulterior  resolution  must  be  taken 
and  in  either  case  communications  must  be  prepared,  for  the 
meeting  of  Congress,  although  the  different  cases  may  require 
different  modes  of  address  but  that  I  may  be  ready  for  either 
I  wd.  thank  you  (as  soon  after  this  letter  gets  to  hand  as  you 
can  make  it  convenient)  for  digesting  the  several  heads  wch. 
you  have  already  noted  or  wch.  may  occur  into  distinct  para- 
graphs and  forward  them  to  me,  that  if  they  are  to  go  (from 
the  Army)  to  Congress,  I  may  have  the  whole  in  my  posses- 
sion, to  consider  arrange  and  forward  with  as  little  trouble  and 
loss  of  time  as  may  be.  Pray  ask  Genl.  Knox  if  any  thing  has 
occurred  to  him  which  is  not  contained  in  your  Memorandums. 

You  may  readily  conceive  that  the  bustle  of  a  Camp  where 
there  are  momentary  interruptions  is  no  fit  place  to  digest  a 
speech,  or  other  comns.  that  is  to  go  to  the  world  on  the  impor- 
tant Subjects  wch.  will  be  to  be  laid  before  Congress  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  Session  which  is  approaching.  In  haste,  I  am  etc.27 

*To  MAJOR  GENERAL  DANIEL  MORGAN28 

Carlisle,  October  8, 1794. 
Dear  Sir:  In  the  moment  I  was  leaving  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia for  this  place,  your  letter  of  the  24th  Ulto.  was  put  into  my 
hands.  Although  I  regret  the  occasion  which  has  called  you 
into  the  field,  I  rejoice  to  hear  you  are  there;  and  because  it  is 

27  From  the  draft  in  Cornell  University  Library. 
23  Of  the  Virginia  Militia. 
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probable  I  may  meet  you  at  Fort  Cumberland,  whither  I  shall 
proceed,  so  soon  as  I  see  the  Troops  at  this  rendezvous  in  condi- 
tion to  advance.  At  that  place,  or  at  Bedford,  my  ulterior  reso- 
lution must  be  taken,  either  to  advance  with  the  Troops  into 
the  Insurgent  Counties  of  this  State,  or  to  return  to  Philadel- 
phia for  the  purpose  of  meeting  Congress  the  3d.  of  next  month. 

Imperious  circumstances  alone  can  justify  my  absence  from 
the  Seat  of  Government  whilst  Congress  are  in  Session;  but  if 
these,  from  the  disposition  of  the  People  in  the  refractory  Coun- 
ties, and  the  state  of  the  information  I  expect  to  receive  at  the  ad- 
vanced Posts,  should  appear  to  exist  the  lesser  must  yield  to  the 
greater  duties  of  my  office  and  I  shall  cross  the  mountains  with 
the  Troops;  if  not,  I  shall  place  the  command  of  the  combined 
force  under  the  orders  of  Governor  Lee  of  Virginia  and  repair 
to  the  Seat  of  Government. 

I  am  perfectly  in  sentiment  with  you,  that  the  business  we 
are  drawn  out  upon,  should  be  effectually  executed;  and  that 
the  daring  and  factious  spirit  which  has  arisen  (to  overturn  the 
laws,  and  to  subvert  the  Constitution,)  ought  to  be  subdued.  If 
this  is  not  done,  there  is,  an  end  of  and  we  may  bid  adieu  to  all 
government  in  this  Country,  except  Mob  and  Club  Govt,  from 
whence  nothing  but  anarchy  and  confusion  can  ensue;  for  if 
the  minority,  and  a  small  one  too,  are  suffered  to  dictate  to  the 
majority,  after  measures  have  undergone  the  most  solemn  dis- 
cussions by  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  and  their  Will 
through  this  medium  is  enacted  into  a  law;  there  can  be  no 
security  for  life,  liberty  or  property;  nor  if  the  laws  are  not  to 
govern,  can  any  man  know  how  to  conduct  himself  with  safety 
for  there  never  was  a  law  yet  made,  I  conceive,  that  hit  the  taste 
exactly  of  every  man,  or  every  part  of  the  community ;  of  course, 
if  this  be  a  reason  for  opposition  no  law  can  be  execd.  at  all 
witht.  force  and  every  man  or  set  of  men  will  in  that  case  cut 
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and  carve  for  themselves ;  the  consequences  of  which  must  be 
deprecated  by  all  classes  of  men  who  are  friends  to  order,  and 
to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  Country;  but  how  can  things 
be  otherwise  than  they  are  when  clubs  and  Societies  have  been 
instituted  for  the  express  purpose  though  clothed  in  another 
garb  by  their  diabolical  leader  Gt29  whose  object  was  to  sow 
sedition,  to  poison  the  minds  of  the  people  of  this  Country,  and 
to  make  them  discond.  with  the  Government  of  it,  and  who 
have  labored  indefatigably  to  effect  these  purposes. 

As  Arms  &ca.  have  been  sent  on  from  Phila.  in  aid  of  those 
from  New  London,30 1  hope,  and  trust,  your  supplies  have  been 
ample.  I  shall  add  no  more  at  present  but  my  best  wishes  and 
sincere  regard  for  you,  and  that  I  am  &c. 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

Carlisle,  October  9, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  6th.  came  to  hand  last  night.  It 
would  have  given  me  pleasure  to  have  had  you  with  me  on  my 
present  tour,  and  advantages  might  have  resulted  from  it,  if 
your  return,  in  time,  would  have  allowed  it.  It  is  now  too  late, 
as  we  shall  be  in  the  Act  of  crossing  the  mountains,  or  I  shall 
be  on  my  return  to  Phila.  (according  to  circumstances  and  the 
information  I  shall  receive)  at  the  head  of  the  line,  before  you 
could  arrive  with  any  tolerable  ease  and  convenience  to  pro- 
ceed and  when  the  latter,  from  present  appearances  is  most 
likely  to  happen. 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  of  your  safe  return.  We  were  appre- 
hensive something  more  than  common  had  happened  from  no 
one  having  received  a  line  from  you  for  a  considerable  time 
before  I  left  the  City. 

20  Genet. 
30  Virginia. 
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Our  Accts.  from  the  Insurgent  Counties  are  neither  dis- 
tinct or  satisfactory,  the  only  occurrence  of  consequence  I  have 
mentd.  in  a  private  letter  to  Mr.  Randolph.  Tomorrow,  if  I  can 
get  the  Troops  at  this  place  in  motion,  I  shall  set  out  for  Wms. 
Port;  thence  to  Cumberland,  and  from  thence  to  Bedford; 
where,  about  the  18th  or  20th  my  ultimate  measures  will  be 
determined  on.  In  haste  I  am  etc. 

*To  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
(Private) 

Carlisle,  October  9, 1794. 

Dear  Sir:  Yesterday  at  11  O  clock  your  dispatches  of  the  7th. 
were  delivered  to  me  less  than  23  hours  from  the  rect.  of  them 
by  the  Express  from  Philadelphia. 

Little,  of  moment,  has  occurred  since  mine  of  the  6th.  A 
meeting  of  the  Committee  of  60,  at  Parkinson's  ferry  the  2d. 
inst.  have  resolved  that  if  the  signature  of  the  submission,31  be 


31  The  submission  varied  slightly  in  wording,  but  the  printed  form,  dated  Sept.  u, 
1794,  reads:  "I  do  solemnly  promise,  henceforth  to  submit  to  the  Laws  of  the  United 
States;  and  I  will  not  directly  nor  indirectly  oppose  the  execution  of  the  Acts  for  rais- 
ing a  Revenue  on  Distilled  Spirits  and  Stills,  and  that  I  will  support  as  far  as  the 
Laws  require  the  civil  authority  in  affording  the  protection  due  to  all  officers  and 
ether  Citizens."  In  the  signed  submissions  in  the  Manuscript  Division,  Library  of 
Congress,  the  words  "solemnly"  and  "henceforth"  are  crossed  out  by  pen  or  pencil. 

On  October  9  Bartholomew  Dandridge,  who  was  with  Washington,  wrote  to  Knox 
from  Carlisle:  "Before  the  Presidents  departure  from  Philadelphia  he  requested  Mr. 
Hodgdon  to  prepare  and  hold  in  readiness  for  his  use  sundry  Articles  such  as  tents, 
&ca.  &ca.  which  wou'd  be  necessary  for  him  in  case  he  should  find  it  expedient  to  go 
into  the  Western  Counties  with  the  troops.  .  .  .  Tomorrow  the  President  goes  on 
from  this  to  William's  Port  and  Fort  Cumberland  on  the  Potomac;  thence  to  Bedford 
and  he  directs  me  to  request  you  to  cause  the  waggon,  tents  &ca.  &ca.  ...  to  be  sent 
on  to  this  place  with  all  possible  dispatch,  and  that  you  will  add  to  the  Articles  which 
Mr.  Hodgdon  was  desired  to  prepare  such  others  as  you  conceive  will  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  President's  accommodation,  more  than  which  he  does  not  wish  .  .  . 
he  wishes,  however,  three  single  matrasses  with  Blankets  to  be  among  them  .  .  .  from 
every  information,  however,  which  he  is  possessed  of  at  present,  it  does  not  appear 
necessary  that  he  shou'd  cross  the  mountain;  but  shou'd  the  event  prove  otherwise, 
it  would  then  be  too  late  for  the  Articles  ...  to  overtake  him  in  time.  ...  As  the 
President  will  be  going,  if  he  proceeds,  into  the  Country  of  Whiskey  he  proposes  to 
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not  universal,  it  is  not  so  much  owing  to  any  existing  disposi- 
tion to  oppose  the  laws  as  to  a  want  of  time  or  information  to 
operate  a  corrisponding  sentiment  &ca.  &ca.  That  they  the 
Committee  (unanimously)  resolve  to  submit  to  the  Laws  of 
the  United  States  and  will  support  them  &ca.  &ca.  That  in  the 
four  western  Counties  of  this  State,  in  their  opinion,  there  is  a 
general  disposition  to  submit  to  all  Laws  of  the  U  S  and  a  de- 
termination to  support  the  Civil  authy.  in  their  execution. 
That  Wm.  Findley  of  Westmoreland  Cty.  and  David  Redick 
of  Washington  Cty.  be  Commrs.  to  wait  upon  the  President  of 
the  U.S  and  the  G.  of  Pennsa.  with  a  copy  of  these  Resolns.; 
and  to  explain  to  Governmt.  the  present  State  of  that  Ctry.  that 
the  Prest.  may  judge  whether  an  armed  force  be  now  necesy.  to 
suppt.  the  Civil  authy.  there. 

These  Commissioners  have  not  made  their  appearance  yet. 
The  Insurgents  are  alarmed,  but  not  yet  brought  to  their  proper 
senses.  Every  mean  is  devised  by  them  and  their  associates  and 
frds  elsewhere  to  induce  a  belief  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
Troops  crossing  the  mountains;  altho'  we  have  information  at 
the  sametime  that  part  of  the  people  there  are  obliged  to  embody 
themselves  to  repel  the  insults,  of  another  part.  The  Troops  at 
this  rendezvs.  will  commence  their  march  for  Bedford  tomor- 
row; at  which  time  I  shall  set  out  for  Wms.  Port,  thence  to  Fort 
Cumbd.  and  from  thence  to  Bedford  where  from  the  informa- 


make  use  of  that  liquor  for  his  drink,  and  presuming  that  beef  and  bread  will  be 
furnished  by  the  contractors  he  requires  no  supply  of  these  Articles  from  you."  Dan- 
dridge's  letter  is  recorded  in  the  "Letter  Book"  in  the  Washington  Papers.  A  list  of 
the  articles  to  be  forwarded  is  in  the  Washington  Papers  under  date  of  Oct.  n,  1794. 
A  manuscript  copy  of  "a  sketch  of  a  course  of  an  Indian  Pea  fallow,  and  the  suc- 
ceeding Crop;  the  mode  and  observations,  with  the  proceeds"  is  noted  by  Washing- 
ton: "The  above  is  taken  from  a  publication  in  the  Frederichjburgh  Advertiser 
Extra:  9th  Oct  1794.  Note, — It  does  not  appear  from  the  foregoing  account,  nor 
from  the  Letter  which  enclosed  it,  that  the  Pea  Crop  is  Ploughed  more  than  once 
after  Planting,  or  sowing  them;  but  that  there  is  a  disagreement  as  to  the  manner  of 
doing.  By  the  first,  the  mould  is  thrown  to,  and  by  die  latter  from  the  Pease.  An 
explanation  is  necessary." 
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tion  I  shall  receive  in  the  interem  my  ultimate  resolution  will 
be  taken  to  proceed,  or  to  turn  my  face  towards  Phila. 

I  must,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  my  letter  of  the  6th.  re- 
mind you  of  the  request  therein;  my  moving  situation,  and 
other  interruptions  when  in  Camp,  will  render  it  almost  im- 
practicable to  compose  anything  fit  for  the  public  eye  under  so 
much  expectn,  and  as  the  mind  of  it  is  filled  at  present ;  and  the 
time  would  be  too  short  after  my  return  to  the  City  (if  that 
should  be  the  result)  before  the  meeting  of  Congress  to  do  it 
there.  I  am  etc. 


INDEX 

By  David  M.  Matteson 

Accokeek  Run,  Va.,  land,  372. 

Accounts,  claims,  and  warrants,  Fraunces,  35 ft,  174;  Mount  Vernon, 
overseers,  41  ft,  206,  232,  233,  267,  334;  federal  district,  47,  74,  75, 
85;  express,  138;  state,  168;  fishery,  337;  presidential  mansion,  391, 
392;  quarry,  427.  See  also  Estates;  Finances. 

Adair,  James  M.,  letter  to,  81;  favor,  81. 

Adams,  John,  vice  president,  letter  to,  234;  Genet,  234;  nonintercourse, 
356;  Sinclair,  440. 

Adams,  John  Quincy,  Dutch  loan,  398;  Dutch  mission,  410. 

Addresses  and  replies,  localities,  3, 19, 40, 47, 48,  54,  58-60, 71,  81,  82,  84, 
85,  88-94,  96>  10I5  U4>  136,  153,  155,  195,  286ft,  518,  519;  on  neu- 
trality, 3,  19,  40,  43,  47,  48,  54,  58-60,  68,  70-72,  79-82,  84-86,  88- 
94,  96,  101,  114-116,  136,  153-156,  195,  286ft;  congressional,  169/2; 
on  birthday,  283;  military  company,  283;  on  Whiskey  Insurrection, 
518-520.  See  also  Messages. 

Admiralty.  See  Privateers. 

Advice  and  admonitions,  overseers,  n,  12,  207-215;  manager  of  Mount 
Vernon,  52,  63,  148, 191,  303,  394,  395,  426,  429,  489,  501;  steward, 

389>  39°>  393- 

Agriculture,  data  for  Young,  78;  societies,  261,  438;  proposed  census, 
234;  Sinclair's  pamphlets,  British  conditions,  261,  334,  437;  Ber- 
trand's  papers,  338,  357;  periodical,  384;  British  and  American  con- 
ditions compared,  438-440;  peas  fallow,  526ft.  See  also  Animals; 
Implements;  Mount  Vernon;  products  by  name. 

Albemarle  County,  Va.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  153. 

Alexandria,  Va.,  Fourth  of  July  celebration,  Washington's  attendance  2; 
letter  from,  3;  replies  to  addresses,  neutrality,  3,  114-116;  Washing- 
ton's houses,  repairs,  14, 15, 44, 196,  242, 267-270, 287,  316, 317, 343, 
352,  361,  367,  376,  400,  401,  426,  427,  454;  fortification,  323. 

Alexandria  Academy,  Washington's  subscription,  beneficiaries,  279  ft, 
281,  282ft. 

Alfalfa,  culture,  279,  288,  304. 

Algeria.  See  Barbary. 

American  Philosophical  Society,  foreign  members,  221. 
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American  Revolution,  Snowden's  history,  170. 

American  State  Papers,  272 n;  Foreign  Relations,  281  n. 

Amsterdam,  American  consul,  57. 

Anderson,  Harriet  Rebecca,  Colvill  estate,  12  n. 

Anderson,  Dr.  James,  American  Philosophical  Society,  221;  letter  to, 
384;  pamphlets  and  seeds,  384;  periodical,  384. 

Anderson,  John,  immigration,  359. 

Anderson,  Mrs.  Matthew,  letter  to,  433;  gift,  433,  434. 

Angell,  James.  See  next  title. 

Angell  &  Sullivan,  letter  to,  283;  advertisement,  283. 

Animals,  care,  records,  10,  99,  195;  improvement,  430;  British  and 
American,  compared,  438.  See  also  Asses;  Cattle;  Hogs;  Horses; 
Sheep. 

Annals  of  Congress,  material  from,  461  n,  509  n. 

Annapolis,  Md.,  customs  officers,  67,  73,  88,  8972;  reply  to  address  on 
neutrality,  90;  emergent  meeting  place  for  Congress,  117,  124;  for- 
tification, 321. 

Applications  for  Office  under  Washington,  134  n. 

Appropriations,  Santo  Domingo  refugees,  257;  use,  339,  342;  Barbary 
affairs,  385,  397.  See  also  Expenditures;  Finances. 

Apricots,  Mount  Vernon,  352. 

Arms,  against  Whiskey  Insurrection,  524.  See  also  Arsenals. 

Armstrong,  Edward  A.,  acknowledgments  to,  235  n,  384  n. 

Army,  adequate  defense  preparations,  165,  166;  superintendent  of  sup- 
plies, 233, 234;  recruits  to  South,  coast  guard,  317;  enlargement,  356. 
See  also  Arms;  Fortifications;  Indians;  Militia;  Officers,  Wayne, 
Anthony. 

Arsenals,  need,  160, 166;  site  on  Potomac,  443, 463, 505,  517. 

Artichokes,  seed,  503. 

Artillery,  additional  corps,  356. 

Artisans,  immigration,  341;  British  restriction  on  emigration,  432. 

Ashmead,  Samuel,  school  trustee,  148  n. 

Asses,  breeding  mules,  61,  428;  stud,  records,  advertising,  fees,  collection, 
letting  out,  205,  273-275,  278,  279,  283,  284,  295,  297,  336;  scarcity 
of  mules,  number,  180,  205;  Royal  Gift  in  South,  treatment,  262; 
mules  for  carriage,  284;  mule  for  Mrs.  Lewis,  310,  513;  misuse  of 
mules,  428,  447. 

Assumption  of  state  debts,  Pendleton's  criticism,  94  n. 

Atlec,  Mary,  letter  to,  153;  relief,  153. 
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Attorney  general,  Bradford's  appointment,  357.  See  also  Bradford,  Wil- 
liam; Randolph,  Edmund. 
Attorneys,  federal,  appointment,  106. 

Bache,  Benjamin  Franklin,  abuse,  24. 

Bacon,  preparation,  241;  for  presidential  mansion,  430, 455. 

Baker,  William  S.,  on  Germantown  presidential  residence,  108  n. 

Ball,  Burges,  letters  to,  21, 38, 156, 259, 279, 300, 431, 443, 462, 505;  man- 
ager for  Mount  Vernon,  21, 22, 38, 39;  buckwheat  seed,  22, 156, 157, 
237,  259,  260,  300,  302,  326;  Chichester,  155;  son,  259;  smallpox, 
259;  clover  seed,  260,  280,  299;  cocoa  shells,  280;  hogs,  266;  adver- 
tisement, 284;  stud,  297;  tilt  hammer,  431,  432,  443;  arsenal  site, 
443,  463,  505,  517;  Whiskey  Insurrection,  463;  health,  463. 

Ball,  Frances  (Washington),  bracelets,  260,  27972;  cocoa  shells,  2807*. 

Ball,  George  A.,  acknowledgment  to,  78/7. 

Ball,  Joseph,  land,  372. 

Ball  Deposit,  material  from,  39  n,  260/2,  280/2,  432/2,  463/2,  507/2. 

Ballard,  Jethro,  Dismal  Swamp  claim,  289. 

Ballard,  Robert,  death,  60. 

Baltimore,  customs  officers,  60,  66,  72,  436;  Santo  Domingo  refugees, 
299;  fortification,  323;  construction  of  frigate,  333;  letters  from,  409, 
410;  rumored  yellow  fever,  500. 

Bank  of  United  States,  loans,  168. 

Banning,  Jeremiah,  letter  to,  89. 

Barbary  Powers,  captures,  negotiations,  ransom,  13,  160;  appropriation, 
l85>  385>  397>  4235  Great  Britain,  331. 

Barclay,  Thomas,  death,  13. 

Barley,  seed,  purchase,  sowing,  50,  62,  301;  prospects,  265;  special  va- 
riety, 489. 

Barns  at  Mount  Vernon,  construction,  circular,  52,  64, 177, 178, 197, 241, 
270;  threshing  floor,  287,  296,  308,  325. 

Barth,  John  Joseph  de,  frontier  land,  357,  407. 

Bath,  W.  Va.  See  Berkeley  Springs. 

Baylor,  Pearce,  Difficult  Run  land,  275,  490. 

Beatty,  Maj.  Erkuries,  Whiskey  Insurrection,  468. 

Bee,  agricultural  periodical,  384. 

Belknap,  Rev .  Jeremy,  letter  to,  361;  work  on  American  biography,  361. 

Bell, ,  bill  of  exchange,  262. 

Bennett,  Henry  Astley,  Colvill  estate,  42. 

Bensell,  Dr.  Charles,  house  and  temporary  presidential  mansion,  135. 
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Benton,  Samuel,  at  Alexandria  Academy,  282  n. 

Berkeley  County,  W.  Va.  (Va.),  G.  A.  Washington's  land,  55;  militia 

against  Whiskey  Insurrection,  463. 
Berkeley  Springs  (Bath),  W.  Va.,  Washington's  lots  and  house,  295, 

370,  487;  resort  to,  463. 
Bertrand,  Jean,  agricultural  papers,  338,  357. 
Bible,  Thomson's  translation  of  Septuagint,  286. 
Bills  of  exchange,  use,  261,  262,  271. 
Biography,  Belknap's  work,  361. 
Bishop,  Samuel,  letter  to,  58. 
Bishop,  Thomas,  care,  502,  512. 
Blair,  John,  on  amendment  of  judiciary  act,  272 n. 
Blake,  James,  courier  to  Spain,  iSSn. 
Blodgett,  Samuel,  federal  district  affairs,  capitol  plans,  2;  conduct,  250- 

252,  293;  lottery,  359. 
Bloomfield,  Joseph,  letter  to,  48. 
Blount,  Gov.  William,  dinner  with  president,  71;  Miro  Distrct  defense, 

324;  proclamation,  330;  affairs,  468. 
Bompard,  Jean  B.  F.,  at  dinner,  87  n. 
Bonaventure,  E.  F.,  acknowledgments  to,  107 n,  ijon. 
Books,  for  Washington,  12,  13  n,  170,  256,  361. 
Booth,  William  Aylett,  letter  to,  195. 
Boston,  French  consulate,  116. 
Boston,  38. 

Boston  Public  Library,  material  from,  68 n,  4$6n. 
Boudinot,  Elias,  letter  to,  158;  Cincinnati  oration,  158. 

Bournonville, ,  Genet's  secretary,  n6n. 

Bradford,  William,  attorney  general,  embargo,  306 n;   appointment, 

357;  Whiskey  Insurrection,  456,  461,  461  n,  472;  bears  letter,  497. 

See  also  Cabinet. 
Brant,  Joseph,  attitude,  proposed  annuity,  314. 
Brewen,  William  W.,  letter  to,  107;  relief,  107. 
Bridges,  federal  district,  46. 

Brisco, ,  and  management  of  Mount  Vernon,  26. 

Brooke,  Francis,  appointment  to  office,  no,  294. 
Brown,  John,  embargo  passport,  308. 

Bryant, ,  and  management  of  Mount  Vernon,  26. 

Buchan,  David  Stewart  Erskine,  earl  of,  Washington  portrait,  106;  let- 
ters to,  152,  382;  Lear,  152,  354;  American  Philosophical  Society, 

221;  own  portrait,  353;  peace  policy,  382. 
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Buckwheat,  in  rotation  cropping,  as  fertilizer,  7,  158,  189,  224-230,  237, 
245, 365,  424;  seed,  purchase,  raising  for  seed,  22,  235,  237,  245,  252, 
259,  260,  300,  302,  326,  365,  424;  sowing,  335;  proportion,  252,  253; 
prospects,  351,  363,  456,  468;  early  harvesting,  518. 

Buildings,  dairies,  267.  See  also  Barns;  District  of  Columbia;  Houses. 

Bullskin  Run,  Washington's  land,  370. 

Burlington  County,  N.  J.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  48. 

Butler,  James,  as  overseer,  work,  character  and  conduct,  41  n,  50,  51,  63, 
146,  147,  193,  237,  243,  253,  255,  263,  446;  account,  232,  233;  ques- 
tion of  retention,  discharge,  certificate,  240,  243,  399,  436,  455,  471, 
473>  494>  494"5 Crow  row>  3365  hedges,  337;  illness,  513. 

Butler,  Ma].  Thomas,  Whiskey  Insurrection,  468. 

Butler,  for  presidential  mansion,  151. 

Butter,  Mount  Vernon,  399,  427. 

Cabinet,  privateers,  4«,  572,  34,  35,  56,  57,  90;  letters  to,  34,  35,  401,  403; 
special  session  of  Congress,  36;  of  Genet's  recall,  58  «;  reassembling 
after  epidemic,  temporary  offices,  102,  104,  112,  116,  120,  121,  130; 
Lafayette,  242 n;  embargo,  3060;  Democratic  societies,  322 n;  Jay's 
mission,  329;  during  absence  of  president,  403;  Whiskey  Insurrec- 
tion, 462.  See  also  Bradford,  William;  Hamilton,  Alexander;  Jef- 
ferson, Thomas;  Knox,  Henry;  Randolph,  Edmund. 

Cadwalader,  John,  manager  of  estate,  26. 

Camilla,  embargo,  307. 

Campbell,  Capt.  Robert  M.,  at  court-martial,  431. 

Canada,  information  on  attitude,  311. 

Canals,  federal  district,  46;  inspection  of  Pennsylvania,  152  n. 

Cannon,  James,  and  management  of  Mount  Vernon,  26. 

Cannon,  John,  land  agency,  payment,  406,  409,  497;  letter  to,  409. 

Carey,  John,  at  Alexandria  Academy,  282  n. 

Carleton,  Guy.  See  Dorchester. 

Carlisle,  Pa.,  reply  to  address,  518,  519;  letters  from,  519-527. 

Carlyle,  John,  Colvill  estate,  292. 

Carmagnole,  privateer,  90. 

Carmichael,  William,  Spanish  negotiations,  87,  88,  i86«,  188,  281;  re- 
call, 3640. 

Caroline  County,  Va.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  91,  92. 

Carpenters,  at  Mount  Vernon,  work,  schedule,  52,  53,  64,  141,  196,  197, 
244;  agreement,  221-224;  hiring,  overseer,  hiring  with  slaves,  134, 
454,  455,  502,  512-515;  problem,  270,  275.  See  also  Green,  Thomas. 
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Carrington,  Edward,  letters  to,  nSn,  138;  express  to  Jefferson,  138;  ap- 
pointment to  office,  417. 

Carroll,  Charles,  of  Carrollton,  letter  to,  60;  appointment  to  office,  60. 

Carroll,  Daniel,  letter  to,  184;  stone  from  Mount  Vernon,  184.  See  also 
Commissioners. 

Carstairs,  Thomas,  plans  for  capitol,  29,  74. 

Carter,  Ann  Hill,  Mrs.  Lee,  24  n. 

Carter,  Charles,  letters  to,  101,  386;  money  for  sons,  101,  103;  Washing- 
ton's lots  and  land,  372,  386. 

Carter,  Elizabeth  (Lewis),  uncle's  gift,  387. 

Carts,  employment,  200. 

Casenove,  Theophile,  Dismal  Swamp  land,  381. 

Cattle,  care,  culling,  63,  266;  number  at  Mount  Vernon,  180;  sold,  245; 
dairies,  267;  quality  of  American,  for  meat,  439.  See  also  Leather; 
Oxen. 

Cauliflower,  seed  for  Mount  Vernon,  278. 

Cedar,  for  hedges,  seed,  255. 

Ceres,  privateer,  113. 

Cerf,  privateer,  90. 

Chalmers,  George,  Colvill  estate,  290-293,  311,  312. 

Chapin,  Gen.  Israel,  Iroquois  and  Dorchester's  speech,  314;  Wayne  ex- 
pedition, 418. 

Charity  and  subscriptions,  demands,  107,  107  n,  153,  217,  358;  Philadel- 
phia relief,  220,  221,  230-232;  Santo  Domingo  refugees,  217,  218, 
257. 

Charleston,  federal  troops,  317. 

Cherokee  Indians,  possible  expedition  against,  32;  relations,  160,  167; 
conference  at  Philadelphia,  403  n. 

Chester,  Pa.,  letter  from,  87. 

Chester  County,  Pa.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  85. 

Chicago  Historical  Society,  material  from,  128,  381. 

Chicago  University  Library,  material  from,  150  n. 

Chichester,  Richard,  letter  to,  154;  killing  Mount  Vernon  deer,  155; 
health,  155. 

Chickasaw  Indians,  conference  at  Philadelphia,  423  n. 
Childs  &  Swaine,  letter  to,  173 n;  newspaper,  173 n. 
Cincinnati,  Society  of  the,  Boudinot's  oration,  158. 
Citoyen  Genet,  privateer,  572,  28,  3672,  57. 
Clark,  John,  letter  to,  520;  Whiskey  Insurrection,  520. 
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Clarkson,  Matthew,  on  yellow  fever  epidemic,  124. 

Clayton,  Gov.  Joshua,  letter  to,  82. 

Clinton,  Gov.  George,  neutrality,  privateers,  43,  54,  90,  159;  letters  to, 

159, 216, 310;  land  with  Washington,  159,  216;  Dorchester's  speech, 

310;  attitude  of  Canada,  311. 
Cloth,  for  slaves,  care  of  material,  65;  regulations  on  making,  201;  flax, 

242;  hemp,  243;  purchase,  285,  295,  303;  possible  effect  of  foreign 

relations,  336. 
Clothing,  for  Mount  Vernon  slaves,  making,  205,  275,  429,  467;  allow- 
ance, 316;  Wayne  expedition,  349.  See  also  Uniforms. 
Clover,  sowing,  6,  8,  41  n,  254,  265,  267;  seed,  purchase,  price,  shipment, 

raising,  50,  51,  62,  147,  235,  237,  253,  260,  275,  280,  288,  296,  297, 

299,  303,  365;  culture,  rotation,  65,  98,  203,  224-230,  236,  344,  466; 

pasturage  forbidden,  146;  prospects,  315,  453;  handling,  366;  as 

green  feed,  366,  430.  <- 

Cocoa  shells,  purchase,  280. 
Coles,  Isaac,  on  Henry's  attitude,  477. 
Columbian  Chronicle,  advertisement,  283/2. 
Columbian  Mirror  and  Alexandria  Gazette,  gin. 
Colvill,  Thomas,  estate,  X2n,  42,  258,  280,  290-293,  311,  312,  417. 
Commander  in  chief,  baggage,  storage,  146. 
Commerce,  Indian,  and  peace,  160,  167;  data  on(  foreign,  220;  Jay  and 

negotiations,  355 n;  nonintercourse  bill,  356.   See  also  Embargo; 

Navigation. 
Commissioners  of  District  of  Columbia,  letters  to,  29,  45,  57,  74,  83,  85, 

90 n  (two),  162,  293,  322,  342,  396,  440;  resignation,  successors,  246, 

247.  25°>  343>  354 »»  4X5>  4l6>  441*  442>  48l>  482>  5°55  meeting,  396; 
duties  and  compensation,  415,  416,  442,  482;  residence  within  dis- 
trict, 442, 481.  See  also  District  of  Columbia. 

Compound,  jackass,  274. 

Congress,  third:  proposed  extra  session,  36,  38;  question  of  emergent 
place  of  meeting,  108,  109,  117,  120-131,  135,  148,  149,  151;  prob- 
lems, 161,  169;  president's  address  before,  16372;  addresses  to  presi- 
dent, replies,  16972;  letters  and  messages  to,  220,  233,  245,  247,  258, 
272,  281,  286,  306,  330,  363,  372,  374,  397;  Santo  Domingo  refugees, 
257;  confidential  communications,  281,  282,  28272;  embargo,  306; 
neutral  trade  and  rights,  331,  356;  French  Committee  of  Public 
Safety,  339,  340;  coast  defense,  356;  army,  356;  British  noninter- 
course, 356;  indemnity  for  French  privateer  captures,  421,  42172. 
See  also  House  of  Representatives;  Messages;  Senate. 

Coningham,  prize,  131,  132. 
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Connecticut  Historical  Society,  material  from,  103  n. 

Conservation.  See  Ditching;  Erosion. 

Consuls,  French  prize  courts,  16-18;  changes  in  French,  116. 

Contraband,  French  decree  on  provisions,  38,  171, 172.  See  also  Neutral 
trade. 

Conway,  Moncure  D.,  George  Washington  and  Mount  Vernon,  mate- 
rial from,  7072,  112/2,  14372,  14872,  158/2,  22472,  27672,  34572,  43572, 
45672,  46672,  47172,  51872,  52172. 

Conway,  Richard,  federal  district  accounts,  74. 

Conway,  Richard,  hay,  425. 

Conway  Cabal,  Henry's  warning,  478. 

Corn,  culture,  in  rotation  cropping,  6,  in,  158,  224-230,  236,  273,  452, 
455;  supply,  use,  housing,  4172,  51,  143,  147,  252,  253,  351;  experi- 
mental topping,  49;  harvesting,  181;  prospects,  crop,  accounts,  206, 
238,  263,  394,  446,  468;  sowing,  285;  as  preparation  for  meadows, 
425,  445;  seed  of  special,  446,  471. 

Cornell  University  Library,  material  from,  52272. 

Correspondence,  private,  and  public  duties,  382,  436. 

Cotton,  gin  patent,  29472;  seeds,  planting,  297,  298. 

Counterfeits,  paper  for,  from  abroad,  341. 

Courts.  See  Judiciary. 

Courts-martial,  review,  restoration,  430,  431. 

Cowper,  Christopher,  debt,  payment,  449, 491;  letter  to,  491 72. 

Cowper,  John,  letters  to,  141,  256,  288,  449,  491;  bond  for  land  purchase, 
payment,  141, 256, 288, 449, 491, 496, 497;  Dismal  Swamp  land,  289. 

Cradle,  improved,  in. 

Craik,  Dr.  James,  Washington's  slaves,  242;  on  Wayne,  411. 

Creek  Indians,  proposed  expedition  against,  32,  73,  74;  relations,  160, 
167;  Spanish  intrigue,  187,  188;  outrages  on,  renewal  of  hostility, 
259;  expected  war,  397. 

Crime,  fugitives  to  Florida,  187. 

Crow,  Hyland,  overseer,  letters  to,  572,  36,  209;  wages,  36,  267;  conduct 
and  character,  49,  144,  145,  147,  190,  193,  209,  210,  243,  278,  309, 
337>  366>  436>  443>  4545  house,  no,  in,  142,  144,  194,  196;  Butler 
row,  336;  discharge,  470. 

Crow,  Owen,  and  management  of  Mount  Vernon,  26. 
Cruger,  Nicholas,  letter  to,  54. 

Culpeper  County,  Va.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  153. 
Cushing,  William,  on  amendment  of  judiciary  act,  27272. 
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Custis,  Elizabeth  Parke,  letter  to,  500;  Washington  portrait,  500;  advice 

on  marriage,  501. 
Custis,  Martha  Parke,  engagement,  500. 
Customs,  privateer  problem,  34;  appointments,  60,  66,  72,  73,  88,  8972, 

294»  33x»  4X7>  4l8>  436- 

Dallas,  Alexander,  on  Genet  affair,  286 n. 

Dalton,  Tristram,  federal  district  affairs,  354,  354/2. 

Dandridge,  Bartholomew  [2],  letters  written  by,  1222,  75/2,  10122,  10322, 
10722,  11822,  13122,  132/2, 31722, 42622, 450  22;  alone  in  attendance,  135; 
as  private  secretary,  170,  449,  516/2;  letters:  on  newspaper,  17322;  on 
relief  of  Santo  Domingo  refugees,  25822;  on  shipment,  29922;  on 
proclamation,  30522;  on  Mease's  essay,  38822;  on  servant,  43422;  on 
Whiskey  Insurrection  49122,  52522;  —  oat  seed,  365;  house  affairs, 
39°>39l- 

Dannery, ,  consul,  116. 

Davidson,  John,  resignation,  61,  88. 

Davis,  Thomas,  well,  144;  work,  198,  317,  400,  454. 

Davy,  slave,  as  overseer,  143,  190,  194,  198. 

Dayton,  Elias,  letter  to,  59. 

Deakins,  Francis,  letters  to,  388,  420;  Washington's  land,  388,  420. 

Deakins,  William,  jr.,  Washington's  affairs,  337,  388,  420,  516;  letters  to, 
388,516. 

Debts,  to  Washington,  demand,  payment,  141,  256,  288,  303,  304/2,  449, 
470,  491,  498;  by  Washington,  304,  504;  recovery,  312;  refusal  to 
loan,  487;  difficulty  in  securing  loans,  487.  See  also  Public  debt. 

Deer,  Mount  Vernon,  escape,  killing,  155. 

Defense,  adequate  measures,  165,  166.  See  also  Army. 

Delaware,  governor  of.  See  Clayton,  Joshua. 

Delaware  Historical  Society,  material  from,  41722. 

Delaware  River,  frozen,  260. 

Delozier,  Daniel,  office,  61,  66. 

Democratic  societies,  denounced,  mischief,  133, 321, 32222, 464, 506,  524; 
Whiskey  Insurrection  475;  designs,  475;  false  statements,  476-479. 
See  also  Politics. 

Denike, ,  shipmaster,  Potomac  run,  299. 

Difficult  Run,  Va.,  Washington's  land,  disposal,  value,  67,  68,  432,  490; 
trespass,  489. 

Digges,  Thomas,  wartime  and  postbellum  conduct,  340, 341. 

Digges  Point,  Md.,  battery,  150. 
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Dimmett, ,  lease,  370. 

Dinners.  See  Entertainments;  Steward. 

Dismal  Swamp,  adverse  claim,  289;  Washington's  land,  disposal,  price, 
377>  379-381. 

Distillery,  Mount  Vernon,  490. 

District  of  Columbia,  public  buildings,  plans,  construction,  1,  2,  29,  30, 
74,  91  n\  city  surveys,  changes,  46;  canal,  46;  bridge,  46;  accounts, 
47,  74,  75,  85;  Greenleaf,  57,  58,  105,  184,  324;  proposed  landscape 
painting,  83;  sale  of  lots,  90 n,  293;  lottery,  104,  251,  359;  streets, 
agreement  with  proprietors,  150;  building  stone,  Mount  Vernon 
quarry,  150,  184;  funds,  state  donations,  150,  162,  163;  commercial 
expectations,  Lear's  venture,  176,  480;  hospital,  185;  Blodgett,  250- 
252;  superintendent,  251,  415;  Ellicott,  293;  Washington's  lots, 
293,  294,  322,  342,  396,  441;  new  surveyors,  323;  Washington's  at- 
tendance, 343;  private  building  regulations,  zoning,  440.  See  also 
Commissioners. 

District  of  Columbia  Letters  and  Papers,  material  from,  58  n,  85  n,  16311, 

l85«>397«- 
Ditching,  at  Mount  Vernon,  64,  142;  outer  ditches,  264;  meadows,  473; 

importance,  499.  See  also  Hedges. 
Dogs.  See  Hydrophobia. 
Dogue  Run  Farm,  described,  178. 

Donaldson,  James,  carpenter  at  Mount  Vernon,  terms,  512-515. 
Dorchester,  Guy  Carleton,  earl  of,  Indian  speech,  310,  313,  314. 
Dorchester  County,  Md.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  81. 
Doughty,  John,  letter  to,  93. 

Douglass, ,  contract,  395. 

Drought,  375,  394. 

Duane,  James,  letter  to,  300;  resignation,  300,  301. 

Dulany,  Benjamin,  land  rent,  255,  261;  family,  255 n. 

Dulany,  Elizabeth  (French),  255  n. 

Duplaine,  Antoine  C,  consul,  recall,  116. 

Duties,  in  privateer  controversy,  16.  See  also  Customs. 

Eccleston,  John,  letter  to,  82  «. 

Edwards,  Sydenham  Teak,  on  American  agriculture,  440. 

Ehler,  John  Christian,  gardener  at  Mount  Vernon,  newspaper,  4272; 
work,  conduct,  admonition,  65, 214,  215, 233, 243, 253, 271, 275, 278, 
279>  297>  345>  365;  house,  65;  food,  200,  239;  letter  to,  214. 

Elkton,  Md.,  letter  from,  88. 
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Ellicott,  Andrew,  conduct,  293. 

Ellwood,  John,  jr.,  shipmaster,  Potomac  run,  4m. 

Ely,  William,  acknowledgment  to,  261 «. 

Embargo  of  1794,  306,  307;  exceptions,  passports,  307,  308,  312,  350; 
and  prices,  flour,  336,  369;  raising,  369,  375. 

Embuscade,  privateer,  38,  48,  113. 

Emigres,  Washington  and  receiving,  352,  353,  423,  482,  483. 

Emmerson,  Mrs. ,  housekeeper,  presidential  mansion,  87,  392. 

Engineers,  foreign  volunteers,  154. 

Entertainments,  emigres,  352,  353;  Indians,  403 n,  423 «. 

Erosion,  at  Mount  Vernon,  reclamation,  430. 

Essex  County,  N.  J.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  59. 

Estates,  Colvill,  i2«,  42,  258,  280,  290-293,  311,  312,  417;  G.  A.  Wash- 
ington, 55;  Samuel  Washington,  139,  140,  504;  Mercer,  140,  290, 
291,  388,  420;  Fairfax,  276;  Whiting,  334,  335;  Savage,  492-496. 

Excise,  regulations,  247.  See  also  Whiskey  Insurrection. 

Executive  Journal,  361  n. 

Expenditures,  foreign  intercourse,  220,  299 n\  Santo  Domingo  refugees, 
299;  objects,  318;  West  Indies  agent,  334^;  sinking  fund,  339,  342. 
See  also  Appropriations;  Finances. 

Express,  account,  138. 

Fairfax,  Bryan,  Savage  estate,  492,  495;  letter  to,  495. 

Fairfax,  William  Henry,  estate,  Washington's  connection,  276. 

Fairfax  County,  Va.,  G.  A.  Washington's  land,  55;  reply  to  address  on 
neutrality,  136,  137. 

Fanny,  privateer,  5/2. 

Farmer,  John,  at  Alexandria  Academy,  282  n. 

Farmer,  Mary,  at  Alexandria  Academy,  282  n. 

Fauchet,  Jean  Antoine  Joseph,  report  on  Genet,  246 n;  received  as  min- 
ister, 276 n;  embargo,  307;  conduct,  331;  debt  payments,  350;  emi- 
gres, 352,  353. 

Fayette  County,  Pa.,  excise  troubles,  306 n;  Washington's  land,  rents, 
disposal,  377,  379,  403-407,  409,  448,  451,  456,  497. 

Federal  capitol,  plans,  1,  2,  29,  30;  construction,  30,  74;  cornerstone  lay- 
ing, 91  n. 

Fences,  at  Mount  Vernon,  care,  10,  203,  244;  outer,  264,  273,  278;  Alex- 
andria houses,  287,  367. 

Ferree,  Joseph,  Germantown  school  trustee,  148  n. 
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Ferry,  Mount  Vernon,  510. 

Fertilizers,  turned-under  crops,  buckwheat,  7,  158,  252,  253,  424;  care  of 
manure,  10;  stock  pens,  41  n,  265,  344;  river  mud,  176;  thorough- 
ness, importance,  254,  339,  430;  plaster  of  Paris,  297,  367. 

Feurer,  Charles,  letter  to,  13  n. 

Finances,  federal  district  funds,  150,  162,  163;  Washington's  strait- 
ened condition,  358, 487.  See  also  Accounts;  Appropriations;  Bank; 
Bills  of  exchange;  Debts;  Expenditures;  Land;  Money;  Prices;  Rev- 
enue; Salaries;  Taxes;  Treasury;  Wages. 

Findley,  William,  Whiskey  Insurrection,  526. 

Fire,  caution  against,  267. 

Fish,  theft,  337. 

Fisheries,  Mount  Vernon,  boat,  65;  value,  176;  preparations,  206;  serv- 
ices, 241,  245,  302;  Frances  Washington's,  266;  sale,  price,  302;  re- 
serve for  slaves,  303;  ocean,  and  embargo,  306;  catch,  326,  337;  ac- 
counts, 337. 

Fitzgerald,  John,  Washington's  affairs,  14,  15,  44,  402;  letters  to,  14,  44, 
114,  115,  340,  402;  Potomac  Company,  44;  address  on  neutrality, 
114-116;  Digges,  340. 

Fitzhugh,  William,  manager  for  Mount  Vernon,  21. 

Flax,  preparation,  9,  242;  culture,  336,  344,  394,  446. 

Florida,  fugitives  and  Indian  relations,  187,  188;  projected  movement 
against,  373,  423. 

Flour,  sale,  price,  regulations,  205,  245,  285,  291,  292,  303,  374,  395,  466; 
for  employees,  255;  held  for  rise,  285;  embargo  and  price,  314,  336, 
369.  See  also  next  title. 

Flour  mill,  race,  203,  244,  265,  278,  309,  325,  467,  473;  miller's  provi- 
sions allowance,  205;  reports,  285. 

Fodder  crops.  See  Alfalfa;  Clover;  Grass;  Hay;  Oats;  Peas;  Sainfoin. 

Ford,  Worthington  C,  on  Fauchet  and  Genet,  246  n. 

Foreign  loans.  See  Public  debt. 

Foreign  relations,  special  message  (1793),  170-173;  fund,  220,  299/z; 
confidential  communication,  281,  282,  282 n;  and  cloth  making, 
336;  astray  dispatches,  duplication,  413,  419.  See  also  Consuls;  Neu- 
tral trade;  Neutrality;  State,  secretary  of;  nations  by  name. 

Foreign  volunteers,  in  1793,  154. 

Fort  Franklin,  garrison,  468. 

Fortifications,  coast  defense,  317/2,  321,  323,  333 «,  356,  364. 

Four  Mile  Run,  Va.,  Washington's  land,  survey,  trespass,  326-328,  368. 

Fourth  of  July,  Alexandria  celebration,  2;  sermon,  75. 
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Franklin,  Benjamin,  Digges,  341. 

Franks,  Isaac,  house  as  temporary  presidential  mansion,  108  n,  135;  re- 
ported death,  128,  129. 

Fraunces,  A.  G.,  claim,  35  n,  174. 

Fraunces,  Samuel,  as  steward,  87. 

Frederick  County,  W.  Va.  (Va.),  Washington's  land,  68;  reply  to  ad- 
dress on  neutrality,  155,  156;  militia  against  Whiskey  Insurrection, 

463- 
Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Washington's  lots,  386. 

Fredericksburg  Advertiser,  526  n. 

Free  ships,  free  goods,  principle,  19,  171. 

French,  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Dulany,  255  n. 

French,  Penelope  (Manley),  land  rent,  255. 

French  alliance,  privateer  rights,  15. 

French  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  letter  to,  38572. 

French  Indiaman,  38. 

French  Revolution,  payments,  33,  42,  350;  efforts  for  Lafayette's  re- 
lease, 154;  Santo  Domingo  refugees,  257,  299;  reply  to  Committee 
of  Public  Safety,  340;  Morris's  recall,  successor,  Monroe,  345,  346, 
364, 36472, 385;*,  409,  413;  emigres,  352,  353,  423,  482,  483.  See  also 
Democratic  societies;  Fauchet;  Genet;  Neutral  trade;  Neutrality. 

Freneau,  Philip,  abuse,  24. 

Frontier,  Washington's  land,  disposal,  price,  357-359,  376-380,  404, 
407-409,  480.  See  also  next  title;  Indians;  West;  regions  by  name. 

Frontier  posts,  negotiations,  160;  further  encroachments,  374;  as  war 
menace,  485. 

Fruit.  See  Horticulture. 

Funding,  Pendleton's  criticism,  94/2. 

Fugitive  slaves,  Florida,  187;  punishment,  309. 

Fur  trade,  Philadelphia,  150. 

Furze,  for  hedges,  seed,  239,  243,  264,  266,  297. 

Gale,  Joshua,  letter  to,  268;  Gloucester  land,  268. 

Gardener,  second  German,  65;  slave,  privileges,  435.  See  also  Ehlers, 
John  Christian. 

Genet,  Edmond  Charles,  privateers,  regulations,  4,  472, 3672,  38,  113,  114; 
conduct,  24,  28,  34,  36,  86,  8772,  90,  138,  160,  165,  171,  234,  331;  af- 
fairs, 4872;  recall,  5872,  23472,  246;  dispatches  on  Washington's  atti- 
tude, 1 14  72;  Fauchet's  report,  24672;  appeal  to  the  people,  28672; 
Democratic  societies,  507,  524. 
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Geography,  Morse's  work,  12,  13. 

George,  Sidney,  Colvill  estate,  290-293,  311,  312. 

George  Washington  Atlas,  iy$n. 

Georgetown,  D.  C,  letter  from,  131. 

Georgia,  marshal,  328;  plans  against  Florida,  373,  423. 

Germain,  James,  letter  to,  389;  duties  as  steward,  389-393. 

Germantown,  Pa.,  emergent  residence  and  meeting  place  (1793),  102, 
108, 113, 116, 122, 123, 125, 128, 129, 131, 135, 136, 148, 149;  (1794), 
360;  letters  from,  143-158,  452-501. 

Germantown  Public  School  Trustees,  letter  to,  148;  building  for  Con- 
gress, 148. 

Gibbs,  Caleb,  letter  to,  20;  office  seeker,  20. 

Gifts,  for  Washington,  12,  13 n,  170,  256,  433,  440;  acceptance,  433,  434. 

Gill,  John,  Difficult  Run  land,  490. 

Gilpin,  George,  Washington's  affairs,  260, 297, 298,  303;  oats,  296;  letter 
to,  298. 

Glenn,  Lieut.  James,  charges  against  Wayne,  411. 

Gloucester  County,  Va.,  Washington's  land,  price,  268. 

Graft,  in  loyalist  confiscations,  340  n. 

Grain.  See  grains  by  name. 

Grass,  after  wheat,  6;  sowing,  special,  6,  8,  40/?,  41  n,  254,  467,  468; 
prospects,  39,  315,  335;  seed,  raising,  purchase,  62,  147,  235,  237, 
253,  365,  435;  culture,  fair  meadows,  65,  98,  198,  202,  301,  362,  363, 
425,  426,  430,  435,  445,  453,  473,  499;  in  rotation,  224-230,  236; 
special,  white  bent,  266,  271,  435;  condition  of  pastures,  363;  cut- 
ting, 425.  See  also  Fodder  plants. 

Grasse,  Auguste  de,  letter  to,  257;  Santo  Domingo  refugee,  relief,  257. 

Great  Britain,  relations,  281;  Dorchester's  Indian  speech,  310,  313,  314; 
attitude  and  American  policy,  310,  311,  331;  Barbary  Powers,  331; 
export  of  machinery  and  artisans,  341,  432;  danger  of  war,  374; 
pamphlets  on  agricultural  conditions,  437-440.  See  also  Embargo; 
Frontier  posts;  Hammond,  George;  jay  Treaty;  Neutral  trade; 
Peace. 

Great  Kanawha  River,  Washington's  land,  357-359,  377,  404,  407-409. 

Great  Meadows,  Pa.,  Washington's  land,  disposal,  377,  379,  405,  407. 

Green,  Thomas,  head  carpenter,  character  and  conduct,  41  n,  53,  64,  70, 
194,  205,  212,  241,  270,  351,  400,  401,  454,  470,  512;  work,  52,  197, 
268,  287,  343,  361;  rehired,  141;  allowance,  207,  239,  255;  letter  to, 
212;  admonished,  212;  departure,  502. 
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Greenleaf,  James,  consul  at  Amsterdam,  57;  federal  district  affairs,  57, 
58,  105, 184,  293, 324,  415;  Washington's  frontier  lands,  378,  381. 

Grimes,  James,  at  Alexandria  Academy,  282  n. 

Grover, ,  hiring  as  overseer,  473,  474. 

Gunnel, ,  on  trespass,  489. 

Gurley,  J.  C,  letter  possessed  by,  491  n. 

Gwinn,  John,  clerk  of  court,  Mercer  affairs,  290,  291;  letter  to,  291. 

Hallet,  Stephen,  letter  to,  1;  capitol  plan,  and  Thornton's  plan,  1,  2, 
29,  30,  74;  to  Philadelphia,  1. 

Hamilton,  Alexander,  secretary  of  the  treasury,  Genet,  privateers,  422, 
572,  35/2,  5872,  86,  87ft;  letters  to,  27,  33  (two),  35,  42,  43,  43/2, 
70,  79,  83,  102,  121,  174,  299  (two),  318,  318 n,  334 72,  338,  339,  342, 

35°>  352>  375>  385>  386>  397>  40I>  4°3>  4J7>  420>  423  (two),  468,  471, 
491  n;  loans,  27, 33,  299,  300,  338,  375,  397, 398,  423;  Fraunces,  35 n; 
on  special  session  of  Congress,  36/2;  refunding,  42,  43;  replies  to  ad- 
dress on  neutrality,  43,  70,  79;  dinner  with  president,  71;  illness, 
yellow  fever,  83,  90,  102,  103;  Pendleton's  criticism,  9472;  public  in- 
vestigation, 95;  Cabinet  at  Germantown,  113,  121;  emergent  meet- 
ing place  of  Congress,  letter,  122,  12272;  neutral  trade  and  rights, 
British  correspondence,  letters,  162,  34772;  with  president  before 
Congress,  16372;  Lafayette's  imprisonment,  24372;  Santo  Domingo 
relief,  299;  embargo,  passports,  30672,  350;  expenditures,  318,  31872; 
Monroe's  objections  to  British  mission,  320;  West  Indies  agent, 
33472;  sinking  fund,  339,  342;  French  debt,  350;  emigres,  352,  353, 
423;  Jay  and  commercial  negotiations,  35572;  Barbary  fund,  385; 
continuance  in  office,  386;  presidential  duties,  401;  Cherokee  con- 
ference, 40372;  instructions  to  J.  Q.  Adams,  410;  customs  appoint- 
ments, 417,  418;  indemnity  for  privateer  captures,  letter,  420-422, 
42172;  illness  of  son,  423;  project  against  Spanish  possessions,  423; 
Whiskey  Insurrection  proclamation,  letter,  461 72,  468,  472,  475;  act- 
ing secretary  of  war,  471,  475;  insurrection  and  army  pay,  472; 
Blount's  affairs,  468;  Jaudenes,  471;  letter  written  by,  48372.  See 
also  Cabinet. 

Hamilton,  Elizabeth  (Schuyler),  yellow  fever,  102,  103. 

Hamilton  Papers,  material  from,  4472,  8072,  8472,  10272,  17472,  31872, 
35372,  38672,  42272,  42372,  49172. 

Hammond,  George,  privateers,  472,  414,  415,  420-422;  affairs,  4372;  neu- 
tral rights  correspondence,  84,  330,  34772,  412;  execution  of  treaty  of 
peace,  173;  embargo,  308. 

Hampshire  County,  W.  Va.  (  Va.),  Washington's  land,  370. 


546  WRITINGS  OF   WASHINGTON 

Hampton,  Va.,  customs  appointment,  417,  418. 
Hams,  for  presidential  mansion,  430. 

Hand, ,  shipmaster,  Potomac  run,  275. 

Hanson,  Alexander  Contee,  letter  to,  gin. 

Hanson,  Samuel,  letter  to,  283;  advertisement,  283. 

Harper,  Joseph,  &  Co.,  letter  to,  106;  memorial,  106. 

Harrison,  William  B.,  land,  31. 

Harrison  &  Taylor,  federal  district  affairs,  343. 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  reply  to  address,  518. 

Harrows,  care,  10;  use,  oxen,  230 n. 

Hartford,  Conn.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  40. 

Hartshorne,  William,  Potomac  Company,  279,  469;  bill  of  exchange,  449. 

Harvey,  Reuben,  affairs,  412. 

Haverford  College,  material  from,  51672. 

Hay,  waste,  51;  segregation  of  harvest,  362;  from  clover,  366;  profitable 

crop,  425,  426;  pea  vine,  467.  See  also  Grass. 
Hayfield,  Lund  Washington's  estate,  510. 
Health,  Washington's  wrenched  back,  411,  412,  418;  malaria  remedy, 

489,  499;  prevalence  of  illness,  513.  See  also  Slaves;  Yellow  fever. 
Hedges,  at  Mount  Vernon,  policy,  importance,  n,  98,  197,  215,  430, 

494 72;  furze,  264;  thorn  plants,  337,  344,  350,  369,  376,  388;  nursery, 

239>  2435  seeds»  255>  275>  2765  progress,  344. 
Hemp,  seed,  from  East  Indies,  233,  243,  266,  279,  288,  309;  artificial,  384; 

culture,  468. 
Henfield,  Gideon,  case,  36/2. 
Henry,  Patrick,  reports  of  Washington's  attitude,  his  comment,  476- 

479;  Conway  Cabal,  478;  and  federal  office,  478. 

Henshaw, ,  suit,  347-349. 

Herbert,  William,  letter  to,  290;  Colvill  estate,  290-293. 
Herman,  Rev.  Lebrecht,  parsonage  as  presidential  office,  108  n. 
Hickory  nuts,  for  Mount  Vernon,  275. 
Higginson,  Nathaniel  Cabot,  West  Indies  agent,  334/2. 
Hill,  Henry,  draft,  31;  Germantown  school  trustee,  14872. 

Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  material  from,  157,  287,  294,  324, 
43472,48272,505. 

Hoban,  James,  letter  to,  1;  construction  of  capitol,3o;  building  stone,  184. 

Hobbs  Hole,  Va.,  customs  officer,  no. 

Hodgdon,  Samuel,  equipment  for  president's  march,  52572. 
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Hogs,  wheat  stubble,  6;  reports,  53;  slaughtering,  packing,  bacon,  145, 
218, 241, 521;  at  Mount  Vernon,  180;  raising,  197;  slave  pork  allow- 
ance, 202;  for  Ball,  266. 

Hollingsworth,  Jacob,  on  Brisco,  26. 

Honey,  John,  Washington's  land,  372. 

Hooe,  Robert  Townsend,  letters  to,  41,  85  n,  291;  Colvill  estate,  42n  fed- 
eral district  accounts,  85;  Washington's  flour,  291,  374. 

Horses,  use,  care,  misuse,  41  n,  52,  99,  144,  205,  429;  feed,  hay  waste, 
41  n,  51,  144-147;  breeding,  stud,  advertisement,  61,  205,  284,  285, 
297,  336;  inadequate  reports,  64;  number  at  Mount  Vernon,  180, 
208;  treading  wheat,  190,  296,  308,  325;  sale,  369.  See  also  Asses. 

Horticulture,  seeds,  poor  quality,  from  abroad,  271,  278,  297,  316,  365; 
nut  trees,  233,  275,  297;  vegetables,  345;  fruit,  352;  fruit  trees  for 
Lear,  345,  351,  354,  369,  376,  388.  See  also  Gardener. 

Hospital,  federal  district,  185. 

House  of  Representatives,  reply  to  annual  address,  169/2;  message  (let- 
ter) to,  169  n,  220.  See  also  Congress. 

Housekeeper,  and  steward,  392. 

Houses,  Washington's,  at  Alexandria,  repairs,  14,  15,  44,  196,  242,  267- 
270,  287,  316,  343,  352,  367,  376,  400,  401,  426,  427,  454;  at  Mount 
Vernon  farm,  overseers',  quarters,  no,  in,  142,  144,  177,  178,  194, 
196,  208,  376,  454,  495;  manager's,  110-112, 142,  206,  324;  at  Berke- 
ley Springs,  295,  370,  487;  federal  district  rules,  440. 

Howard,  John  Eager,  letters  to,  66,  9072;  appointments  to  office,  66,  6j, 
90  n. 

Howell,  Joseph,  reported  death,  128,  129. 
Humphreys,  David,  news,  154;  Spanish  relations,  186. 
Huntington  Library,  material  from,  12,  175/2,  186,  450/2,  482. 
Hydrophobia,  Mease's  essay,  387. 

Icehouse,  filling,  232,  244,  267. 

Illinois  nuts,  pecan,  233,  275. 

Immigration,  agricultural,  182;  artisans,  341. 

Implements,  care,  responsibility,  9,  10;  harrows,  10,  230/2;  manager's 
selection,  in;  cradle,  in;  records,  195.  See  also  Plows. 

Indians,  proposed  expedition  against  southern,  32;  attempted  negotia- 
tions, 160,  167;  trade  and  peace,  160,  167;  Spanish  relations,  187, 
188;  Dorchester's  speech,  310,  313,  314;  fulfilling  promises,  321; 
laws  on  relations,  397;  British  aid,  484,  485.  See  also  Cherokee; 
Chickasaw;  Creek;  Iroquois. 
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International  law.  See  Neutral  trade;  Neutrality. 
Iredell,  James,  letter  to,  28  a. 

Iron,  on  Washington's  land,  404,  406;  tilt  hammer,  431,  432,  443. 
Iroquois  Indians,  relations,  208;  Dorchester's  speech,  314;  papers  on  af- 
fairs, 374. 
Izard,  Ralph,  mule,  263. 

Jackson,  Samuel,  Washington's  Pennsylvania  land,  448,  451. 

Jackson,  William,  Morris's  recall,  413. 

James  City  County,  Va.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  96,  97. 

Jane,  British  privateer,  572. 

Jaudenes,  Jose  de,  conduct,  471. 

Jay,  Ch.  J.  John,  letters  to,  28 n,  329, 345,  360, 483, 48572;  Correspondence, 
28 n;  on  amendment  of  judiciary  act,  27272;  certificate  to,  on  Genet 
affair,  286/2;  and  regular  British  mission,  345,  346;  leave,  360;  in 
London,  Lear,  480, 483.  See  also  next  title;  Supreme  Court. 

Jay  Treaty,  Hamilton  and  mission,  Monroe's  objections,  320;  Jay's  ap- 
pointment, purpose,  message  to  Senate,  329,  332,  355,  414;  Ham- 
mond's memorial,  Randolph's  reply,  346,  347,  34772;  Randolph  on 
commercial  negotiations,  35572;  French  prizes,  indemnity,  415,  420- 
422;  Jay's  powers,  421/2;  Indians,  484,  485;  frontier  posts,  485. 

Jefferson,  Thomas,  secretary  of  state,  federal  district  affairs,  2,  29,  251; 
letters  to,  3,  4,  28,  34,  37,  43/2,  45,  48,  56,  84,  87,  88,  10772,  112,  116, 
154,  161,  163,  221,  231,  338;  privateers,  3,  4,  472,  572,  28,  3572,  37, 
38,  48,  90;  records  and  draft  written  by,  4/2,  5/2,  58/2,  85/2;  Genet's 
conduct,  34;  on  special  session  of  Congress,  3672;  British  affairs,  43  72; 
resignation,  delay,  45,  216,  231,  357;  movements,  45,  143/2,  159,  233; 
Genet's  recall,  5872;  agricultural  data  for  Young,  78;  neutral  rights, 
81,  84/2,  162,  163;  Spanish  affairs,  87,  88;  commission  for  official, 
88;  Harper  memorial,  106;  emergent  meeting  place  of  Congress, 
109,  117,  124;  Mount  Vernon,  109;  neutrality  regulations,  113,  114; 
Cabinet  at  Germantown,  113,  116;  express  to,  account,  138;  La- 
fayette, 154;  instructions  to  Morris,  161;  with  president  before  Con- 
gress, 163/2;  commercial  report,  220;  mint,  220;  foreign  intercourse 
fund,  220;  American  Philosophical  Society,  221;  Bertrand's  agricul- 
tural papers,  338,  339,  357;  indemnity  for  French  privateer  prizes, 
422;  Sinclair,  440;  false  report  of  statements  on  Washington,  Wash- 
ington's comment,  477/2,  479.  See  also  Cabinet. 

Jefferson  Papers,  material  from,  29/2,  36/2,  38/2,  43/2,  45/2,  48/2,  57/2, 
88/2,  1 14/2,  1 18/2,  154/2,  16272,  16372,  231/2,  339/2. 
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Johnson,  Thomas,  letters  to,  250,  277,  415;  resignation  from  federal  dis- 
trict commission,  successor,  250,  277,  343,  415,  481;  residence  in 
district,  415.  See  also  Commissioners. 

Jones, ,  Woodstock  property,  516. 

Jones,  John  Paul,  death,  13. 

Journal  of  Proceedings  of  the  President,  material  from,  1520,  27672, 
294  72,  306 n,  403  n,  421-423  72,  51772. 

Judiciary,  appointments,  106,  118,  328;  neutrality  and  prize  cases,  165; 
amendment  of  act,  272;  Washington  and  costs  of  suits,  361. 

Keith,  James,  Colvill  estate,  12/2,  42,  258,  280;  letters  to,  12 n,  4272,  258, 

Kent  County,  Del.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  47-49. 

Kent  County,  Md.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  88. 

Kentucky,  excise,  248;  enterprise  against  Louisiana,  304,  305,  423; 
Washington's  land,  377,  378;  hostility  to  Union,  464. 

Kilty,  John,  office,  60,  61,  66,  67,  73,  90  72. 

King,  Rufus,  certificate  to,  on  Genet  affair,  286 n. 

Knox,  Henry,  secretary  of  war,  privateers,  472,  5/2,  35/2,  90;  letters  to,  31, 
68,  86,  89,  103,  130,  208,  313,  314,  317,  321,  324,  333,  349,  401,  403, 
410,  418,  430,  461,  516,  524,  525 72;  queries  to,  on  southern  Indian  ex- 
pedition, 31,  32;  on  special  session  of  Congress,  3672;  Genet's  recall, 
58/2;  neutrality,  68;  department  and  yellow  fever,  86,  87;  move- 
ments, 103,  113,  114;  Cabinet  at  Germantown,  meeting,  113,  130; 
emergent  meeting  place  of  Congress,  130;  on  French  fleet  and  priva- 
teer regulations,  letters,  113;  with  president  before  Congress,  163/2; 
Iroquois,  208;  Lafayette,  24372;  expected  resignation,  249;  embargo, 
30622;  Dorchester's  speech,  313,  314;  troops  to  South,  letter,  317, 
31772;  coast  defense,  321;  execution  of  laws,  321;  fulfilling  promises 
to  Indians,  321;  frontier  defense,  324;  frigates,  333;  Wayne  expedi- 
tion, 349,  350;  Jay  and  commercial  negotiations,  35572;  presidential 
duties,  401;  Cherokee  conference,  403  72;  charges  against  Wayne,  411; 
speech  to  Chickasaws,  42372;  court-martial,  430,  431;  on  naval  and 
marine  uniforms,  443  72;  Whiskey  Insurrection,  absence,  461,  463, 
516,  524;  insurrection  proclamation,  letter,  461/2;  arsenal  site,  505, 
517;  Wilkinson,  517;  annual  message,  522;  equipment  for  presi- 
dent's march,  52572.  See  also  Cabinet. 

Labor.  See  Servants;  Slaves;  Wages;  occupation  by  name. 
Lafayette,  Marie  Adrienne,  marquise  de,  relief,  77. 
Lafayette,  Marie  Joseph  P.  Y.  R.  G.  du  Motier,  marquis  de,  measures 
for  release,  154,  24272,  24372,  31872,  319. 
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Lancaster,  Pa.,  emergent  meeting  place  of  Congress,  117,  124,  126. 

Land,  Winchester  and  Berkeley  Springs  lots,  31,  295,  370,  487;  G.  A. 
Washington's,  55;  value  of  Virginia  tracts,  67,  68;  on  Difficult  Run, 
trespass,  disposal  terms,  67,  432,  489,  490;  North  Carolina,  sale, 
payment,  141,  256,  288,  449,  491,  496,  497;  New  York,  159,  216; 
leases,  policy,  lives,  occupation,  adjoining  property,  transfers,  180, 
370,  371,  420,  433,  486;  Gloucester,  price,  268;  rising  value,  275; 
Dismal  Swamp,  289,  377,  379-381;  Maryland,  from  Mercer  estate, 
290,  291,  388,  420,  516;  federal  district  lots,  293,  294,  322,  342,  396, 
441;  Hampshire,  295,  370,  487;  agency,  rents,  295,  420,  486;  Four 
Mile  Run,  protection  of  timber,  326-328,  368;  trespass,  326,  327, 
420,  489;  Pennsylvania,  disposal,  rents,  357,  358,  377,  379,  403-407, 
409,  448,  451,  456,  457,  497;  frontier,  disposal,  357,  358,  376-380, 
404,  407-409,  480;  repurchase  of  leases,  371,  433,  486;  Accokeek 
Run,  title,  372;  offer  to  Morris,  376-381;  Miami  River,  377,  378; 
Kentucky,  377,  378;  Fredericksburg  lots,  380,  387.  See  also  Agricul- 
ture; Mount  Vernon;  Public  lands. 

Langdon,  John,  Lear's  son,  359. 

Lansdowne,  William  Petty,  marquis  of,  Talleyrand,  423,  482,  483;  letter 
to,  482;  visit  to  America,  483. 

Laurent  de  Saxij,  Mme. ,  letter  to,  217;  refugee,  relief,  217,  218. 

Laurent  de  Verneuil,  Mme. ,  letter  to,  217;  refugee,  relief,  217,  218. 

Law,  Richard,  letter  to,  81  n. 

Law  and  order,  Whiskey  Insurrection,  523. 

Lear,  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Washington's  regard,  104,  105,  151;  progress, 
359,  480;  federal  district  lottery,  359. 

Lear,  Mary  (Stilson),  480. 

Lear,  Tobias,  letters:  on  Colvill  estate,  12/z;  on  request,  13 n;  on  thorn, 
337,  344;  on  Bertrand,  338,  357;  —  letters  written  by,  ign,  30 n, 
47 ni  57 ni  58 n,  J$n;  illness  and  death  of  wife,  31;  to  Europe,  intro- 
ductions, reception,  76-79, 152,  354,  382, 440;  letters  to,  82, 104,  150, 
353,  479, 481;  Spotswood's  son,  83;  European  blacksmith  for  Mount 
Vernon,  105;  appointments  to  office,  106;  observations  on  the  Poto- 
mac, 149-15 1 ;  staff  for  presidential  mansion,  151;  Whiting's  papers, 
335;  fruit  trees  for,  345,  351,  354,  369,  376,  388;  foreign  articles  for 
Washington,  353;  information,  354;  mercantile  venture,  354,  480; 
disposal  of  Washington's  frontier  land,  357-359,  480;  federal  dis- 
trict commissioner,  481,  482. 

Leases.  See  Land. 

Leather,  care  in  use,  41  n;  hides  from  dead  cattle,  367. 

Leave  of  absence,  Wayne  expedition  officers,  350. 
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Lee,  Ann  Hill  (Carter),  24 n. 

Lee,  Arthur,  wartime  information,  340  n. 

Lee,  Charles,  Washington's  legal  affairs,  275;  Colvill  estate,  258;  letter 
to,  417;  Washington's  accounts,  417. 

Lee,  Gov.  Henry,  letters  to,  22, 132, 474;  neutrality,  23,  24;  marriage,  24; 
threshing  machine,  132;  Democratic  societies,  133;  Kentucky  land 
to  Washington,  378;  appointments  to  office,  418;  Whiskey  Insurrec- 
tion, opinion,  command  against,  475,  523;  on  Henry,  Jefferson,  and 
Washington,  letter,  476  n,  478. 

Lee,  Ludwell,  letter  to,  136. 

Lee,  Richard  Henry,  letters  to,  137,  330;  neutrality,  137,  138;  health,  332. 

Lee,  Gov.  Thomas  Sim,  letters  to,  118,  131,  441;  neutrality  enforcement, 
1 18-120,  131, 132;  federal  district  commissioner,  441. 

Lee,  William  (Billy),  as  personal  servant,  151. 

Lee,  Capt.  William  Aylet,  court-martial,  restored,  430,  431. 

Lenox,  David,  office,  118;  Whiskey  Insurrection,  459,  461,  462. 

Leslie,  Robert,  watchmaker,  1147*. 

Letters  from  Washington  to  Lear,  material  from,  358/2. 

Letters  of  Presidents  to  Commissioners  of  the  District,  material  from, 
30  n,  75  «,  294  n,  324  n,  343  n,  441  n. 

Letters  on  Agriculture,  material  from,  440  n. 

Lewis,  Elizabeth  (Washington),  mule,  310,  513. 

Lewis,  Fielding  [1],  Dismal  Swamp  land,  289. 

Lewis,  Howell,  as  agent  at  Mount  Vernon,  5,  21,  36,  158,  190,  206,  219, 
267;  letters  to,  40  n,  49,  61,  143,  232;  instructions,  40/Z-42/Z,  49-54, 
61-66,  143-148,  232,  233;  admonished,  52,  63,  148;  draft,  261,  271. 

Lewis,  John,  Cowper  bond,  141, 450, 491,  496, 497;  Dismal  Swamp  land, 
289;  letters  to,  387, 496;  Washington's  Fredericksburg  lots,  387. 

Lewis,  Lawrence,  management  of  Mount  Vernon,  21,  22,  38,  39. 

Lewis,  Nicholas,  letter  to,  153. 

Lewis,  Robert,  letters  to,  31,  67,  295,  370,  432,  486;  uncle's  land  affairs, 
agency,  instructions,  31,  67,  68,  295,  370,  371,  432,  433,  486;  illness, 
31;  stud,  297;  uncle's  town  lots,  370,  487;  uncle's  gift  of  land,  372. 

Library  of  Congress,  Jefferson  Papers,  290;  Letters  of  Presidents  to 
Commissioners,  30 «;  Ball  Deposit,  390;  Toner  Transcripts,  40 n; 
Hamilton  Papers,  44 n;  District  Letters  and  Papers,  58 n;  Applica- 
tions for  Office,  134 n;  William  Thornton  Papers,  170 n\  Monroe 
Papers,  321  n;  Insurrection  Papers,  462/2. 

Lighthouses,  cession  and  jurisdiction,  248. 

Lima  beans,  seed,  345. 
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Linen.  See  Osnaburgs. 

Liquor,  admonition,  215.  See  also  Distillery;  Excise;  Whiskey. 

Little  Democrat,  privateer,  5  72,  90. 

Little  Sarah,  privateer,  4,  4/2. 

Livingston,  Robert  R.,  letters  to,  346,  364;  French  mission,  346,  364; 

British  mission,  360. 
Lloyd,  James,  manager  for  Mount  Vernon,  26;  letter  to,  88. 
Loans.  See  Debts. 
Locust,  seed,  266,  275,  276. 
Long  Island  Historical  Society,  Memoirs,  material  from,  7072,  win, 

14372,  148/2,  15872,  22472,  34572,  43572,  45672,  46672,  47172,  51672, 

52172. 

Lotteries,  federal  district,  104,  251,  359. 

Loudoun  County,  Va.,  Washington's  land,  67,  68,  432,  489,  490;  buck- 
wheat, 156;  militia  against  Whiskey  Insurrection,  463. 
Louisiana,  French-Kentucky  enterprise  against,  304,  305,  423. 
Lovely  Lass,  prize,  572. 

Lower  Sandusky,  Indian  conference,  160,  167. 
Loyalists,  graft  in  confiscations,  34072. 
Lumber.  See  Timber. 
Lyles,  William,  bond,  303, 304, 470, 488, 498;  letter  to,  304  72. 

McCarty,  Sinah  (Ball),  Washington's  compliments,  155. 

McCrea, ,  office,  328. 

McHenry,  James,  letters  to,  72,  318;  appointments  to  office,  72,  73;  La- 
fayette, 31872,  319;  health,  319. 

Machinery,  clandestine  export  of  British,  341. 

McKinly,  John,  letter  to,  60. 

McKoy,  Henry,  overseer,  letters  to,  572,  210;  work,  character  and  con- 
duct, 4072,  144,  190,  193,  210-212,  243,  244,  428,  454;  wages,  267; 
reemployment,  436;  question  of  discharge,  470,  502. 

Madison,  Rev .  James,  letter  to,  96. 

Madison,  James,  letters  to,  122,  234,  261,  333;  emergent  meeting  place  of 
Congress,  123;  agricultural  papers,  234,  261,  333;  on  discretion  in 
imparting  dispatches,  28272;  neutral  trade  resolutions,  331. 

Maine  Historical  Society,  material  from,  334,  433. 

Malaria,  remedy,  489,  499. 

Manager  at  Mount  Vernon.  See  Mount  Vernon. 

Maps,  Mount  Vernon  farms,  17572;  land,  381. 
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Marines,  uniform,  443  n. 

Maritime  jurisdiction,  extent,  18. 

Marriage,  Washington's  advice,  501. 

Mars,  Henry,  at  Alexandria  Academy,  2820. 

Marshall,  James,  Lafayette,  243  n. 

Marshall,  Thomas,  Washington's  Ohio  lands,  378. 

Marshals,  federal,  appointment,  328. 

Maitin,  Lawrence  G.,  George  Washington  Atlas,  175  n. 

Maryland,  federal  district  fund,  accounts,  75,  150;  Washington's  land 
from  Mercer  estate,  290,  291, 388,  420,  516;  militia  against  Whiskey 
Insurrection,  508. 

Maryland,  governor  of.  See  Lee,  Thomas  Sim. 

Maryland  Historical  Society,  material  from,  120,  132. 

Maryland  Journal  and  Baltmore  Advertiser,  advertisement,  283. 

Mason,  George,  Mercer  estate,  347,  348. 

Mason,  Thomson,  overseer,  473;  Mount  Vernon  road,  510-512. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  material  from,  96,  314,  462. 

Meadows.  See  Grass. 

Mease,  Dr.  James,  letter  to,  387;  hydrophobia,  387. 

Mechlin,  Samuel,  Germantown  school  trustee,  148  n. 

Mercer,  George,  estate,  suit,  140,  347-349. 

Mercer,  John,  estate,  closing  of  Washington's  account,  140,  141;  Mary- 
land land,  290,  291,  388,  420,  516. 

Mercer,  John  Francis,  letters  to,  140,  290;  father's  and  brother's  estates, 
Maryland  land,  140,  290,  291,  349,  516. 

Merlino, ,  identity,  161,  161  n. 

Messages  and  papers,  fifth  annual,  memorandum,  160,  161,  163;  text, 
163-169;  special,  on  foreign  relations,  170-173;  Barbary  appropria- 
tion, 185;  Spanish  relations,  186-188;  foreign  commerce,  220;  mint, 
220;  war  department  supplies,  233;  Genet,  245;  excise,  247;  light- 
houses, 248;  territorial  laws,  248;  Creek  relations,  258,  397;  judicial 
system,  272;  British  affairs,  281;  neutral  trade  spoliations,  286,  363; 
embargo,  306;  various  affairs,  330;  land  for  coast  defense,  364;  un- 
neutral preparations  against  Spanish  possessions,  372,  373;  Iroquois, 
374;  sixth  annual,  preparation,  522,  527. 

Miami  River,  Washington's  land,  377,  378,  381. 

Midwifery,  at  Mount  Vernon,  469. 

Mifflin,  Gov.  Thomas,  privateers,  \n,  56,  57;  on  yellow  fever  epidemic, 
134;  underhand  designs,  411. 
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Militia,  need  of  further  regulation,  166;  proposed  organized  corps,  356; 
against  Whiskey  Insurrection:  call,  response,  460,  505,  508;  public 
opinion,  460,  463;  officers,  491;  march,  523,  524,  526. 

Miller,  Patrick,  letter  to,  13/2;  work,  gift  to  Washington,  13  n. 

Miller,  Rev.  Samuel,  letter  to,  75;  Fourth  of  July  sermon,  75. 

Minor,  George,  Washington's  Four  Mile  Run  land,  326-328,  368;  letter 
to,  327. 

Mint,  officials,  118;  delays,  220. 

Miro  District,  Tenn.,  defense,  324. 

Mississippi  River,  ascending,  150;  free  navigation,  negotiations,  160, 
330;  and  attitude  of  West,  464. 

Mitchell, ,  shipmaster,  Potomac  run,  512. 

Money,  dollar  in  shillings,  303,  470.  See  also  Mint. 

Monroe,  James,  letters  to,  320,  411;  Hamilton  and  British  mission,  letter, 
320, 320 n;  appointment  to  French  mission,  364/2,  385 n;  leave,  bears 
letter,  409,  411,  412. 

Monroe  Papers,  material  from,  321  n. 

Montgomery  County,  Md.,  Washington's  land,  290,  291,  388,  420,  516. 

Moore,  Cleon,  letter  to,  14;  "Washington's  Alexandria  house,  14,  15. 

Moore,  John,  at  Alexandria  Academy,  282/2. 

Moore,  John  Hamilton,  letter  to,  256;  work,  gift,  256. 

Moore,  William,  at  Alexandria  Academy,  282/2. 

Morgan,  Charles,  Washington's  Pennsylvania  lands,  agency,  406. 

Morgan,  Gen.  Daniel,  letter  to,  522;  Whiskey  Insurrection,  522-524. 

Morris,  Gouverneur,  Genet's  recall,  58/2;  letters  to,  76,  409,  413;  Lear, 
76;  instructions,  161;  recall,  successor,  345,  346,  364,  364/2,  409,  413; 
Washington's  esteem,  413;  intercepted  correspondence,  413,  419. 

Morris,  Robert,  marine  position,  109;  son  abroad,  184;  Washington's 
frontier  and  Dismal  Swamp  lands,  376/2,  380,  381;  letter  to,  380; 
tilt  hammer,  431. 

Morris,  William,  to  England,  184;  bears  letter,  357. 

Morris  County,  N.  J.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  93. 

Morse, i?<?z>.  Jedidiah,  letter  to,  12;  Geography,  gift  to  Washington,  12, 13. 

Moultrie,  Gov.  William,  letter  to,  73;  Creeks,  73,  74. 

Mount  Vernon,  letters  from,  1-3,  89-143, 410-422;  agent,  5;  instructions, 
5-12,  40/2-42/2,  49-54,  61-63,  143-148,  157,  158,  188-207,  218,  219, 
232,  233>  235-245,  252-256,  260,  261,  263-279,  284-288,  295-297, 
301-304,  308-310,  314-317,  324~327>  334-337.  343~345>  35°-352, 
36l~363>  365~369>  373~376>  394~396>  398-4°3>  424"43o>  434~436> 
445-447.  452-456>  466~474>  488-49°>  494>  495>  498-500>  502,  5°3> 
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509-514,  517,  518,  520,  521;  grain,  8,  9, 41  n,  49-51,  61-63,  XI4>  J43> 
145,  156-158,  189,  202,  232,  233,  238,  241,  242,  252-254,  256,  272, 
273)  285>  286>  3°°-302>  3o8>  3°9)  3J5)  3l6>  328)  335)  351,  394)  446> 
452)  455)  468»  489)  498>  499)  5I05  nax)  9)  242>  336)  344)  394)  446;  po- 
tatoes, 10,  52,  204,  238,  254,  255,  351,  394,  395,  468;  fences,  hedges, 
10,  11,  98,  197,  203,  215,  239,  243,  244,  255,  264,  266,  273,  275,  276, 
278)  337)  344)  35°)  43°)  494 n  '■>  sports,  importance,  character,  io, 
40  n,  53,  6^,  64,  98,  195,  326;  manager,  search,  qualities,  engagement, 
agreement,  house,  21-27,  38,  68-70,  97-101,  110-112,  142,  218,  324; 
adjoining  land,  31;  accounts,  41  72,  206,  232,  233,  267,  334;  carpen- 
try, troubles,  52,  53,  64,  134,  141,  196,  197,  221-224,  244,  270,  275, 
454)  455)  502>  S12^^;  turnips,  62,  367,  395,  403,  474;  ditching,  64, 
142, 264, 473, 499;  marble  for  outside  tiles,  65;  Baltimore-Annapolis 
distances,  travel  accommodations,  69;  rotation  in  cropping,  sched- 
ules, 98,  157,  188,  208,  224-230,  235-239,  245,  252,  253,  265,  285, 
300,  344,  395,  425,  466;  English  blacksmith,  105;  visitors,  family's 
absence,  109,  112,  124;  houses,  outhouses,  quarters,  no,  in,  142, 
144,  177,  178,  194,  196,  208,  376,  454,  495;  drought,  114,  375;  wells, 
144,  148,  205;  storehouses,  146,  204;  paint,  147;  deer,  155;  proposed 
leasing,  description  to  Young,  174-183;  sketch  map  of  farms,  175 n; 
soil,  176;  quarry,  184,  400,  427,  447,  502;  plowing,  fall,  tables,  emer- 
gency, 189,  207-211,  225-229,  434;  special  planting,  202;  trespass, 
203;  tables  of  probable  crops,  225,  227-229,  23072;  icehouse,  232, 
244,  267;  hemp,  233,  243,  266,  279,  288,  309, 468;  neglect  and  waste, 
241,  264,  302;  vistas,  244,  285;  land  rent,  255;  dairies,  267;  mansion 
grounds  treatment,  273;  cotton,  297,  298;  tobacco,  303;  prices  and 
purchases,  315;  separation  of  grain  and  hay  harvests,  362;  self-suffi- 
ciency for  seed,  365;  butter,  399,  427;  business,  424,  425;  favorite 
objects,  430;  thoroughness,  eradication  of  weeds,  452,  468;  proposed 
sale,  480;  still,  490;  ferry,  510;  public  road,  court  order,  510-512. 
See  also  Animals;  Barns;  Fertilizers;  Fisheries;  Flour;  Flour  mill; 
Fodder;  Horticulture;  Implements;  Overseers;  Slaves. 

Moxley,  Benjamin,  at  Alexandria  Academy,  28272. 

Moxley,  William,  at  Alexandria  Academy,  28272. 

Moylan,  Stephen,  letter  to,  134;  office  seeker,  134,  13472. 

Mud,  as  fertilizer,  176. 

Muddy  Hole  Farm,  described,  178. 

Muir,  Rev.  James,  orphans  at  Alexandria  Academy,  letters,  279,  281, 
28272;  letter  to,  281. 

Mules.  See  Asses. 

Muse,  Battaile,  as  agent,  leases,  371,  486. 

Muse,  Hudson,  office,  294. 

Muse,  Lawrence,  office,  294,  331. 


556  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON 

Nails,  counting,  146. 

Naval  architecture,  work  for  Washington,  13  72. 

Navigation,  manning  foreign  ships,  18,  38;  ship-selling  to  belligerents, 
19;  Moore's  work,  256;  coastwise  regulations,  260.  See  also  Light- 
houses; Naval;  Neutral  trade;  Privateers. 

Navy,  American,  proposed,  officers,  294;  construction  of  frigates,  333; 
uniform,  443  n. 

Nelson,  William,  jr.,  letter  to,  92. 

Netherlands,  American  debt,  new  loans,  payment,  27,  33,  43  72,  168,  338, 
397,  398,  423;  Adams  minister  to,  410. 

Neutral  trade  and  rights,  contraband,  38,  171,  172;  British  correspond- 
ence, 84,  8472,  346,  347,  363,  412,  41272;  memorials,  106;  British  and 
French  spoliations,  160,  166,  171,  172,  286,  314,  355,  356;  British 
and  French  attitude,  American  reaction,  162,  355,  356;  special  mes- 
sage, 170-173;  Madison's  resolutions,  331;  agent  in  West  Indies, 
33472;  nonintercourse  bill,  356.  See  also  Embargo;  Jay  Treaty. 

Neutrality,  replies  to  addresses,  3,  19,  40,  43,  47-49,  54,  58-60,  68,  70-72, 
79-82,  84-86,  88,  96,  101,  114-116,  136,  153-156,  195,  28672;  man- 
ning foreign  ships,  18,  38;  selling  ships  to  belligerents,  19;  public 
reaction,  character  of  opposition,  23,  137;  questions  to  Supreme 
Court,  28;  Genet's  accusations,  8772,  11472;  rules,  enforcement,  118- 
120, 131, 132, 159;  annual  message  on  proclamation  and  affairs,  160, 
163-165;  unneutral  activities,  proclamation  against,  304,  305,  372, 
373;  policy  and  conduct,  466,  479.  See  also  Democratic  societies; 
Genet;  Privateers. 

Neville,  John,  Whiskey  Insurrection,  458,  461,  462. 

Neville,  Presley,  Washington's  Pennsylvania  and  frontier  lands,  404- 
409;  letter  to,  405. 

New  Castle  County,  Del.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  60. 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  58,  59. 

New  Jersey  militia  against  Whiskey  Insurrection  508. 

New  London,  Conn.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  79-81. 

New  York,  Washington-Clinton  land,  159,  216. 

New  York,  governor  of.  See  Clinton,  George. 

New  York  City,  replies  to  addresses  on  neutrality,  43,  54;  quarantine 
against  yellow  fever,  113;  French  fleet  and  neutrality  regulations, 

"3- 

New  York  Historical  Society,  material  from,  301,  311. 

New  York  Public  Library,  material  from,  258,  291-293,  300  36072,  361, 

372>  3§7>  443>  449- 
Newenham,  Sir  Edward,  letter  from,  81. 
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Newport  Artillery  Company,  reply  to  address,  283. 
Newspapers,  Washington  and  perusal,  73/2;  in  mail,  free,  161, 169. 
Nonintercourse,  bill  for  British,  356. 
Norfleet,  Marmaduke,  land  affairs,  289,  497. 

Norfolk,  Va.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  84,  85;  construction  of  frig- 
ate, 333;  fortification,  333. 
North  Carolina,  French  privateers,  3. 
Northwest  Territory,  laws  to  Congress,  248;  excise,  248. 
Nourse,  Joseph,  Washington's  public  stock,  51612. 
Nuts,  Mount  Vernon  planting,  233,  275,  297. 

Oats,  harvesting,  9,  424;  cut,  for  fodder,  41  n,  51;  scarcity,  purchase,  41  n, 
51,61;  seed,  raising,  purchase,  61,  62,  147,158,188,235,237,243,245, 
256,  296,  300,  308,  316,  365,  376;  prospects,  crop,  232,  244,  335,  363, 
394,  424,  434;  culture,  in  rotation  cropping,  236,  245,  254,  301; 
threshing,  308. 

Office,  policy  in  appointments,  20,  109,  no,  134,  294,  298,  319,  320,  436; 
customs,  60,  66,  72,  73,  88,  8972,  294,  331,  417,  418,  436;  judiciary, 
106,  118,  328.  See  also  Cabinet. 

Officers,  army,  foreign  volunteers  (1793),  154;  need  of  academy,  161;  of 
Wayne  expedition  on  leave,  350;  appointment  and  promotion,  361  n. 
See  also  Courts-martial. 

Ohio  River,  Washington's  land,  357-359,  377,  378,  404,  407-409. 

O'Neil, ,  Mount  Vernon  quarry,  400,  427, 447;  lease,  420. 

Orders  in  council,  American  reaction,  355,  356.  See  also  Neutral  trade. 

Oren, as  overseer,  65. 

Osmont,  Louis,  embargo,  312. 

Osnaburgs,  purchase,  275,  285,  295,  303. 

Overseers  at  Mount  Vernon,  letter  to,  5;  weekly  reports,  10,  53,  196;  per- 
sonal use  of  slaves,  n;  admonished,  n,  12,  207-215;  duties,  attend- 
ance, 12,  56,  98,  99,  473,  474;  wages,  36,  40 n,  267;  character  and 
conduct,  4072,  51, 132, 190-195, 238, 241,  243, 244, 301,  336, 351,  399, 
428,  429,  443,  470,  473,  494 n;  houses,  no,  in,  142,  144,  177,  178, 
194,  196;  accounts,  232,  233;  qualifications,  240;  hiring,  435,  446, 
454,  455,  494,  502,  513;  of  slave  carpenters,  454,  455. 

Oxen,  use,  180,  204,  230*2,  245;  increase,  315. 

Page,  John,  letter  to,  434/2. 

Paint,  Mount  Vernon,  147;  Alexandria  house,  317. 

Paper,  for  Mount  Vernon  reports,  53. 

Pascal, ,  Genet's  secretary,  87/2. 
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Pastures,  condition,  363.  See  also  Grass. 

Patents,  cotton  gin,  294  n. 

Paterson,  William,  letter  to,  28 n;  on  amendment  of  judiciary  act,  272/2. 

Paulding,  James  K.,  Washington  material,  286 n. 

Pay  and  allowances,  Whiskey  Insurrection  and  interception,  472. 

Peace,  execution  of  treaty,  173,  281,  355;  promotion,  383;  praised,  429. 

Peachy,  Thomas  Griffin,  letter  to,  10 1. 

Pearce,  William,  engagement  as  manager  of  Mount  Vernon,  agreement, 
salary,  allowances,  26,  68-70,  97-101,  no,  255;  letters  to,  68,  97,  no, 
141, 157, 188,  195,218,232,235,243,252,260,263,268,272,277,284, 
287,  295,  301,  308,  314,  324,  334,  343,  350,  361,  365,  373,  375,  394, 
398,  402,  424,  434,  445,  452,  466,  468,  472,  488,  494,  498,  502,  509, 
511,  517,  520;  house,  110-112,  142,  206,  324;  agricultural  imple- 
ments, in;  delay  in  taking  charge,  112,  218;  carpenter,  141;  subor- 
dinates, 141,  142;  slave  children,  142;  instructions,  157,  158,  188- 
207,  219,  232,  235-245,  252-256,  260,  261,  263-279,  284-288,  295- 

297.  3OI-3°4>  3o8-3IO>  V-trW*  324~327>  334"337.  343-345.  35°- 
352,  361-363,  365-369,  373-376,  394-396,  398"4°3,  424-43°»  434- 
436,  445-447.  452-456,  466-474,  488-490,  494,  495,  498-500,  502, 
503,  509-514,  517,  518,  520,  521;  daughter's  illness,  218,  429,  435; 
admonitions,  303,  489;  family,  314;  health,  334,  499;  movements, 
455,  521;  public  road,  512. 

Peas,  fodder,  435,  467;  fallow,  526/2. 

Pecans,  Mount  Vernon  planting,  233,  275. 

Peggy,  337,  344.  35°,  353,  369,  376,  388- 

Pendleton,  Edmund,  letters  to,  91,  94,  297;  Washington  and  criticism, 
94-96;  criticism  of  Hamilton's  policy,  letter,  94??,  95;  and  judicial 
appointment,  298;  cotton  seed,  298. 

Pendleton,  Nathaniel,  letter  to,  286  n. 

Pendleton,  Philip,  land  transaction,  504. 

Pennsylvania,  French  privateers,  56,  57;  canals,  152/2;  proposed  agricul- 
tural society,  261,  438;  Washington's  land,  agent,  rents,  disposal, 

357.  358>  377,  379,  4°3-4°7,  4°9,  448,  45 J,  456,  457.  4975  militia 
against  Whiskey  Insurrection,  508.  See  also  Whiskey  Insurrection. 

Pennsylvania,  governor  of.  See  Mifflin,  Thomas. 

Pennsylvania  Insurrection  Papers,  material  from,  462/2. 

Periodicals,  agricultural,  384. 

Peter,  Thomas,  letter  to,  487;  desired  loan,  487,  488;  fiancee,  500/2. 

Peters,  Richard,  agricultural  data  for  Young,  78;  letters  to,  256,  324;  oats 

for  seed,  256;  state  agricultural  society,  261;  agricultural  pamphlets, 

324.  333- 
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Petersburg,  Va.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  101. 

Petite  Democrate,  privateer,  5  //,  90. 

Petty,  William.  See  Lansdowne. 

Philadelphia,  letters  from,  4-88,  158-409,  423-452,  502-517;  fur  trade, 

150.  See  also  Yellow  fever. 
Philadelphia  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Agriculture,  261. 
Piamingo,  Chickasaw,  at  Philadelphia,  423  n. 
Pickens,  Andrew,  letter  to,  31;  Indian  expedition  queries,  31,  32,  73,  74; 

dines  with  president,  71. 
Pickering,  Octavius,  copy  made  by,  353/2. 
Pickering,  Timothy,  postmaster  general,  letter  to,  128;  yellow  fever,  129; 

emergent  meeting  place  of  Congress,  129;  British  relations,  281; 

Cherokee  conference,  40372. 
Pinckney,  Charles  Cotesworth,  letter  to,  248;  and  war  portfolio,  248,249. 
Pinckney,  Thomas,  letters  to,  77,  183,  383/2;  Lear,  77;  neutral  trade  and 

rights,  346;  favors,  183,  184,  383/2;  possible  transfer  to  France,  345. 
Pindal,  Thomas,  at  Alexandria  Academy,  282/2. 

Pine, ,  hiring  as  overseer,  character,  473,  494,  502,  513. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  defense  against  Whisky  Insurrection,  468. 

Pittsburgh,  University  of,  material  from,  520/2. 

Plaster  of  Paris,  as  fertilizer,  297,  367. 

Piatt,  Richard,  Mount  Vernon,  124. 

Plows,  inadequate  working,  41  n;  for  Mount  Vernon,  in;  fall  plowing, 

189,  207-211;  tables  of  plowing  time,  225-229,  230/2;  emergent 

plowing,  434. 
Plunket,  David,  appointment  to  office,  67. 

Politics.  See  Democratic  societies;  French  Revolution;  Presidency. 
Pollock,  — — ,  Savage  estate,  492. 
Poplar,  at  Mount  Vernon,  hedges,  215,  240. 
Pork  packing,  521.  See  also  Bacon;  Hogs. 
Portraits,  by  Robertson,  for  Buchan,  106;  of  Buchan,  353;  for  Elizabeth 

Custis,  500. 
Portugal,  Barbary  Powers,  331. 
Post-office,  newspapers,  161,  169. 
Potatoes,  culture,  10,  41/2,  52,  254,  255;  harvesting,  146;  for  seed,  204, 

235,  238;  in  rotation  cropping,  224-230,  236;  planting,  report,  344, 

351;  prospects,  crop,  394,  395,  453,  468. 
Potomac  Navigation  Company,  progress,  44;  Washington's  inspection, 

411;  call  for  money,  469. 
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Potomac  River,  observations,  149-151;  navigable  tributaries,  150;  chan- 
nel, 150;  mud  as  fertilizer,  176;  arsenal  site,  443,  463,  505,  517. 

Potts,  Richard,  letter  to,  436;  appointments  to  office,  436;  federal  district 
commissioner,  442. 

Prentis,  Joseph,  letter  to,  93. 

Prescott, ,  of  London,  debt,  284,  295. 

Presidency,  criticism  and  policy,  abuse,  23,  414;  Pendleton's  criticism, 
94-96;  honor  of  reelection,  161,  163;  staff,  170;  execution  of  laws, 
321;  task,  352;  duties  and  private  correspondence,  382,  436;  Lear's 
information,  354;  clearing  desk,  385,  401;  answer  of  inquiries,  402; 
to  and  from  Mount  Vernon,  418,  424;  restrained  power,  422;  emi- 
gres, 423.  See  also  Addresses;  Charity;  Congress;  District  of  Co- 
lumbia; Foreign  relations;  Indians;  Messages;  Office;  Politics;  Presi- 
dential mansion;  Proclamations;  Senate;  Whiskey  Insurrection. 

Presidential  mansion,  yellow  fever,  87;  temporary,  at  Germantown,  102, 
108,  113,  135,  136,  360;  provisions  for,  151,  430,  455;  excessive  ex- 
pense, 393;  duties  of  steward,  389-393. 

Prices,  clover  seed,  260;  land,  268,  357,  377-380,  403-407,  448,  451,  456, 
490;  flour,  285,  292,  315,  369,  374. 

Prince  William  Henry,  capture,  572. 

Privateers,  problem,  consideration,  3,  4,  22,  28,  34-36,  48,  56,  57,  90; 
rules,  35,  37,  57;  case,  3672;  Genet's  activity,  38;  American  seamen, 
38;  and  embargo,  307;  indemnity  to  British,  for  French  captures, 
415,420-422. 

Prizes,  by  French  privateers,  consular  courts,  16-18;  rules,  37,  113,  172. 

Proclamation,  French  western  enterprise,  304,  305;  unfound,  against 
western  excise  disturbances,  306 72;  Whiskey  Insurrection,  457-461, 
507-509. 

Promotion,  army,  list,  361  n. 

Providence,  favor,  149;  dispensation,  375;  resignation,  499. 
Provisions,  contraband,  38,  171,  172;  slave  allowance,  54,  64,  201,  202, 
337;  head  workers'  allowances,  200,  205,  207,  233,  239,  255. 

Prussia,  king  of,  Lafayette's  imprisonment,  24372. 

Public  debt,  refunding,  27,  42, 43,  43/2,  168:  new  loans,  33,  299,  300,  338, 
375>  397>,398>  4235  payment,  33,  4372,  338;  payment  to  France,  42, 
350;  sinking  fund,  339,  342;  Washington's  stock,  51672. 

Public  lands,  Vincennes  confirmation,  364. 

Public  opinion,  attitude  toward,  abuse,  23;  Whiskey  Insurrection,  463, 
475,  506. 

Purviance,  John  H.,  office,  67,  72,  73. 
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Pyne, .  See  Pine. 

Quarantine,  against  yellow  fever,  113. 

Randolph,  Edmund,  attorney  general,  Genet's  conduct,  28,  34;  priva- 
teers, 35 n,  90;  on  special  session  of  Congress,  36 n\  Genet's  recall,  58 n; 
letters  to,  107, 125, 135,216,30572,307  (two),  312, 321, 329, 339, 346, 
385, 401, 403,  410, 412,  414, 419, 42272,  462, 471, 472,  521, 525;  Phila- 
delphia during  epidemic,  108;  temporary  presidential  mansion,  108, 
135;  emergent  meeting  place  of  Congress,  108, 117, 125, 135;  Cabinet 
at  Germantown,  113;  with  president  before  Congress,  163*2;  Bar- 
bary  Powers,  185;  appointment  as  secretary  of  state,  216,  231  72,  357; 
Lafayette's  imprisonment,  243 72;  on  confidential  message,  letter, 
28277;  proclamation  against  western  excise  disturbance,  letter,  30572; 
embargo,  30672,  307,  308,  312;  Monroe  and  Hamilton's  mission, 
letter,  32072;  Democratic  societies,  letter,  321,  32272;  Jay's  mission, 
329,  330;  reply  to  French  Committee  of  Safety,  339,  340;  on  use  of 
appropriation,  letter,  342  72 ;  neutral  trade  and  rights,  letter,  346,  347, 
34772;  French  debt,  350;  Jay  and  commercial  negotiations,  letter, 
35572;  presidential  duties,  385,  401;  Cherokee  conference,  40372; 
Adams's  mission,  410;  Hammond  correspondence,  letter,  412, 41272; 
Harvey,  412;  indemnity  for  privateer  prizes,  415,  42172;  French  af- 
fairs, 419;  duplication  of  dispatches,  419;  Whiskey  Insurrection,  462, 
46272,  472;  bereavement,  471;  Jaudenes,  471;  annual  message,  522, 
527.  See  also  Cabinet. 

Randolph,  John,  office,  89. 

Randolph,  Peyton,  health,  125,  135. 

Ransom.  See  Barbary  Powers. 

Read,  George,  letter  to,  217. 

Reading,  Pa.,  emergent  meeting  place  of  Congress,  117,  124,  126,  129, 
131;  letter  from,  517. 

Redick,  David,  Whiskey  Insurrection,  526. 

Rendition,  Florida  questions,  187. 

Reports,  Mount  Vernon,  character,  10,  4072,  53,  63,  64,  98,  196,  326. 

Revenue,  need  of  additional,  168.  See  also  Duties;  Excise. 

Rhode  Island,  land  for  fortifications,  364. 

Richardson,  James  D.,  Messages  and  Papers,  material  from,  30572. 

Richmond,  Va.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  70-72. 

Ring, ,  Whiting  estate,  335. 

Ringgold,  Thomas,  on  Pearce,  26;  jackass,  273-275. 

Rivardy,  Maj.  John  Jacob  Ulrick,  federal  district  work,  323. 

River  Farm,  described,  178. 
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Roads,  Mount  Vernon  public,  court  order,  protest,  510-512. 

Robertson,  Archibald,  Washington  portrait  for  Buchan,  106. 

Robinson,  Michael,  Fredericksburg  lots,  387. 

Rochampton,  detained,  118. 

Rodney,  Richard  S.,  acknowledgment  to,  217  n. 

Rope,  of  hair,  205. 

Rosenbach,  Abraham  S.  W.,  acknowledgements  to,  7972,  9072,  10272, 
15472,  17472,  18377,  332/2,  457/2,  516/2. 

Ross,  David,  federal  district  accounts,  85;  letter  to,  85/2. 

Ross,  Horatio,  draft,  261,  271. 

Ross,  James,  letters  to,  403,  451,  456,  497;  Washington's  Pennsylvania 
land,  403-406,  448,  451,  456,  457,  497;  Whiskey  Insurrection,  461/2. 

Ross,  John,  federal  district  accounts,  74;  reported  death,  128,  129. 

Rotation  in  cropping,  at  Mount  Vernon,  98,  157,  188,  208,  235-239,  245, 
252,  253,  285,  300,  344,  395,  425,  466;  schedules,  224-230;  pea  fal- 
low, 526/2. 

Round  Bottom,  W.  Va.,  land,  disposal,  price,  377, 378, 408, 409;  plat,  381 

Rye,  sowing,  145;  thatch  straw,  145. 

Sainfoin,  seed,  243,  266,  279,  288,  309,  366;  culture,  467,  468. 

Salaries  and  fees,  manager  at  Mount  Vernon,  68,  100;  federal  district 
commissioners,  415,  416,  442,  482. 

Salt,  for  cattle,  245. 

Sanford,  Thomas,  at  Alexandria  Academy,  282/2. 

Sans  Culotte,  privateer,  28. 

Santo  Domingo,  refugees,  relief,  217,  218,  257,  308;  fund,  299. 

Sargent,  Col.  Winthrop,  Mount  Vernon,  124. 

Savannah,  Ga.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  286/2;  federal  troops,  317. 

Savage,  Margaret,  estate,  492-496. 

Savage,  Dr.  William,  estate,  492. 

Scheuer,  Alwin  J.,  acknowledgment  to,  329/2. 

Schneider,  Christian,  Germantown  school  trustee,  148//. 

Schuyler,  Philip,  Washington's  regard,  102. 

Scott,  Gustavus,  federal  district  commissioner,  481. 

Seagrove,  James,  Creeks,  74. 

Seines,  preparation,  241,  245,  302. 

Senate,  material  from  files,  169/2;  reply  to  annual  address,  169/2;  letters 
(messages)  to  169/2,  282,  332;  Jay's  mission,  332,  treaty-making 
power,  355  /2;  army  appointments,  361  n.  See  also  Congress. 
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Septuagint,  Thomson's  translation,  286. 

Sergeant,  Jonathan  Dickinson,  reported  death,  128,  129. 

Servants,  employment,  terms,  434  n. 

Shaw,  Jonathan,  letter  to,  10772;  relief,  107/2. 

Sheaffs,  Roger  Hall,  messenger,  484. 

Sheep,  care,  culling,  losses,  63,  266,  278,  398;  number  at  Mount  Vernon, 
180;  reports,  270;  selection  for  breeding,  316;  salvaging  wool,  363, 
367;  decline  of  fleece,  375;  unauthorized  sale  of  lambs,  398;  British 
and  American  compared,  439.  See  also  Wool. 

Shelburne,  William  Petty,  earl  of.  See  Lansdowne. 

Shenandoah  County,  Va.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  195. 

Sherburne,  Samuel,  resignation,  106. 

Sherfesee,  Louis,  letter  possessed  by,  184/2. 

Shoes,  making,  367. 

Short,  William,  letter  to,  76;  Lear,  76;  Spanish  negotiations,  186/2,  188, 
281;  Spanish  mission,  364/2. 

Shreve,  Israel,  letter  to,  447;  Washington's  Pennsylvania  land,  448,  451. 

Shriver,  J.  Alexis,  acknowledgment  to,  417/2. 

Silk,  gift  by  maker,  433,  434. 

Simcoe,  John  Graves,  protest  on  American  occupation,  484,  485;  Indian 
intrigue,  484. 

Simms,  Charles,  letters  to,  257/2,  280;  Colvill  estate,  account,  257/2,  258, 
280;  trespass  suit,  489. 

Sinclair,  Sir  John,  packet  from,  81;  letters  to,  152/2, 436;  Lear,  152/2, 354, 
440;  agricultural  census,  234;  pamphlets,  261,  334,  437-440;  gift  of 
cloth,  440. 

Sinking  fund,  provision,  339,  342. 

Slaves,  overseers'  personal  use,  11;  conduct,  theft,  51,  53,  62,  65,  253,  336, 
362,  394;  reports  on,  52;  food  allowance,  54,  64,  201,  202,  205,  337; 
hiring  out,  55,  181;  employment,  65, 199,  429;  and  implements,  132; 
children  and  mansion  grounds,  142,  201;  health,  illness,  malinger- 
ing, 143,  242,  369,  435,  447,  490,  499;  overseer,  143,  190,  194,  198; 
quarters,  177,  178,  196,  208,  376,  495;  as  laborers,  200,  237,  275,  454; 
hire  with  owner  carpenter,  221;  carelessness,  267;  cloth  and  cloth- 
ing, 275,  285,  295,  303,  316,  336,  429,  467;  Washington's  desire  to 
emancipate,  358;  shoes,  367;  gardener,  privileges,  435;  midwifery, 
469.  See  also  Fugitive. 

Smith, ,  inquiries,  402. 

Smith,  Alexander,  fish  purchase,  302,  326. 

Smith,  John,  at  Alexandria  Academy,  282/2. 

Smith,  Julia  E.,  acknowledgement  to,  54/2. 
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Smith,  Samuel,  privateers,  28. 

Snowden,  Richard,  letter  to,  170;  work  on  American  Revolution,  170. 

Soil,  Mount  Vernon,  176. 

South  Carolina,  French  privateers,  3. 

South  Carolina,  governor  of.  See  Moultrie,  William. 

Spain,  negotiations,  futility,  87,  88,  160,  173,  186-188,  281,  330;  Indian 
intrigue,  187,  188;  Carmichael's  recall,  Short's  mission,  364/2;  proj- 
ects against  possessions,  373,  423. 

Sparks,  Jared,  map  of  Mount  Vernon  farms,  175/2;  Washington  papers, 
2S6n. 

Spotsvvood,  Alexander,  son  and  travel  abroad,  83;  letters  to,  109,  294; 
naval  or  ship  position  for  son,  109,  294;  appointments  to  office,  109, 
no. 

Spotswood,  John,  ship  or  naval  position  for,  109,  294. 

Sprague,  William  B.,  and  Washington  papers,  320 n,  482/2. 

Sprigg,  Miss ,  deed,  290. 

Sprigg,  Richard,  land,  388. 

Staphorst,  Nicholas  van,  letter  to,  77;  Lear,  77. 

State,  secretary  of,  Jefferson's  resignation,  45,  216,  231,  357;  Randolph's 
appointment,  216,  231/2,  357.  See  also  Jefferson,  Thomas;  Ran- 
dolph, Edmund. 

Stevens,  Edward,  letter  to,  153. 

Steward,  presidential  mansion,  duties,  389-393;  wages,  393. 

Stewart,  Mary,  at  Alexandria  Academy,  282/2. 

Stock.  See  Animals. 

Stone, ,  carpenter,  134. 

Stone,  Mount  Vernon  quarry,  184,  400,  447,  502;  accounts,  427. 

Storehouse,  Mount  Vernon,  146,  204. 

Stoudt,  Rev.  John  B.,  on  presidential  office  at  Germantown,  108/2. 

Stuart,  David,  letters  to,  246,  328,  503;  resignation  as  commissioner, 
successor,  246,  247,  343,  415,  416,  481,  505;  Wiley,  282/2;  deed,  290; 
trespasses  on  Washington's  land,  326-328;  an  appointment,  328; 
Custis  estate,  Samuel  Washington's  debt,  504.  See  also  Commis- 
sioners. 

Stuart,  William,  overseer,  letters  to,  5/2,  207;  work,  character  and  con- 
duct, 41/2,  51,  52,  144,  145,  147,  148,  190,  192,  232,  237,  245,  253; 
admonished,  207,  208;  wages,  payment,  267,  277;  death  of  daugh- 
ter, 268;  butter,  399. 

Sullivan,  Paul  James.  See  Angell  &  Sullivan. 

Supplies,  superintendent  in  war  department,  233,  234. 
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Supreme  Court,  advice  asked,  refused,  5  «,  15, 28;  letter  to,  28;  on  amend- 
ment of  judiciary  act,  272. 
Surveillante,  French  warship,  1 13. 
Survey,  Washington's  land,  368. 
Sussex  County,  Del.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  82. 
Suter,  John,  letter  to,  434/2;  servant,  434  n. 

Talbot  County,  Md.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  89. 

Taliaferro,  Lawrence(P),  threshing  machine,  132. 

Talleyrand-Perigord,  Charles  Maurice  de,  emigre,  Washington  and  re- 
ception, 352,  353,  423,  482,  483. 

Tate,  Dr.  James,  flight  from  yellow  fever,  173;  Lund  Washington,  173, 
174. 

Taxes,  agricultural,  438.  See  also  Duties;  Excise. 

Tayler, ,  overseer,  fishery,  266,  503. 

Tayloe,  John,  Mercer  estate,  347,  348. 

Taylor,  Robert,  letter  to,  84. 

Tennessee,  territorial  legislature,  161;  excise,  248;  defense  of  Miro  Dis- 
trict, 324;  affairs,  330. 

Territorial  waters,  and  foreign  prizes,  132. 

Territory,  state  cessions  and  jurisdiction,  248. 

Territory  South  of  the  Ohio.  See  Tennessee. 

Thatch,  rye  straw,  145. 

Theft,  at  Mount  Vernon,  8,  51,  62,  65,  253,  336,  337,  362,  394,  398,  470. 

Thomas  Paine's  Letter  to  Washington,  material  from,  385 n. 

Thomson,  Charles,  letter  to,  286;  translation  of  the  Septuagint,  286. 

Thorn,  for  Mount  Vernon,  seeds  and  plants,  255,  337, 344,  350,  369,  376, 
388. 

Thornton,  William,  plan  for  federal  capitol,  1,  2, 29,  30;  to  Philadelphia, 
1;  letter  to,  170;  private  secretaryship,  170;  commissioner  of  federal 
district,  482,  505. 

Threshing,  machine,  utility,  132;  treading  floor,  190,  270,  287,  296,  308, 

325- 
Thrift,  Washington's,  390. 

Thruston,  Charles  Mynn,  letter  to,  464;  Kentucky  attitude,  464. 
Tiles,  outside  Mount  Vernon  mansion,  65. 
Tilghman,  William,  letters  to,  24,  292, 311;  manager  for  Mount  Vernon, 

24-27;  Colvill  estate,  292,  311,  312. 
Tilt  hammer,  operation,  431,  432,  443. 
Timber,  Mount  Vernon  waste,  264;  depredation  on  Washington's,  326- 

328. 
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Tobacco,  storage,  inspection,  price,  303,  368;  Washington's  Maryland 

land,  420,  516. 
Toner  Transcripts,  material  from,  40  n. 
Travel,  Baltimore- Annapolis-Mount  Vernon  distances,  accommodations, 

69;  to  and  from  Mount  Vernon,  418,  424.  See  also  Washington, 

George  (movements). 
Treaty-making  power,  Senate  rights,  355  n. 
Trees,  nuts  for  Mount  Vernon,  233,  275,  297. 
Trenor,  Peter,  letter  to,  492;  Savage  estate,  492-494. 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  19,  20;  emergent  meeting 

place  of  Congress,  117,  123,  126,  131. 
Trespass,  on  Washington's  lands,  203,  326-329,  368,  420,  489. 
Trial,  275. 

Trumbull,  John,  Digges,  341;  Jay's  secretary,  355. 
Trumbull,  Jonathan,  letters  to,  13,  120;  Barbary  affairs,  13;  emergent 

meeting  place  of  Congress,  letters,  117,  117/2,  120, 125. 
Truxtun,  Thomas,  mercantile  voyage,  353. 

Turner, ,  of  Alexandria,  278. 

Turnips,  culture,  62,  367;  seed,  395,  403;  prospects,  474. 
Twine,  for  seines,  241,  245. 

Uniforms,  naval  and  marine,  44372. 

Union,  Kentucky  hostility,  464.    See  also  Congress;  Presidency. 

Union  Canal,  Washington's  inspection,  152/2. 

Union  Farm,  described,  177,  178;  lots,  265. 

Van  Deventer,  Mrs.  Horace,  acknowledgment  to,  66  n. 

Van  Home,  Gabriel  P.,  letter  to,  490;  Whiskey  Insurrection,  491. 

Veatch,  Hezekiah,  Maryland  surveyor,  291. 

Venable,  Abraham  Bedford,  Henry  and  Washington,  477. 

Vermanet, ,  federal  district  work,  323. 

Veto,  Washington's  attitude,  96. 

Vice  president.  See  Adams,  John. 

Vincennes,  Ind.,  petition,  330;  land  patents,  364, 

Virginia,  federal  district  fund,  accounts,  75,  150,  162;  militia  against 

Whiskey  Insurrection,  508. 
Virginia,  governor  of.  See  Lee,  Henry. 
Vistas,  at  Mount  Vernon,  244,  285. 

Wages  and  allowances,  overseers,  36,  40/2;  carpenter  and  his  slaves,  223; 
steward,  393;  carpenter,  514. 
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Waglam,  Capt. ,  Washington's  affairs,  449. 

Wallpaper,  Alexandria  house,  317,  352,  361,  376. 

War,  Washington  deprecates,  383. 

War,  secretary  of,  successor  to  Knox,  249.  See  also  Knox,  Henry. 

Washington,  Bushrod,  letters  to,  276,  347;  Fairfax  estate,  276;  progress 
as  lawyer,  276;  trespass  on  uncle's  land,  327,  328;  Mercer  estate  suit, 
347-349- 

Washington,  Frances  (Bassett),  husband's  estate,  slaves,  plantation,  51, 
55,  56,  244,  503;  letter  to,  55;  residence,  no;  Alexandria  house,  196, 
200,  242, 267-280, 368,  400,  427;  fishery  rent,  266;  law  costs,  361. 

Washington,  George,  movements,  2,  3,  472,  61,  75,  8772,  104,  108,  112, 
116,  120,  124,  143  72,  152  n,  343,  352,  360,  368,  385,  395,  401,  402, 
40972,  410,  411,  417,  418,  42272,  481,  502,  503,  513,  515,  517,  51772, 
525,  526;  thrift,  390.  See  also  Advice;  Estates;  Finances;  Health; 
Land;  Portraits;  Presidency. 

Washington,  George  Augustine,  estate,  55;  to  southern  Virginia,  334; 
Mount  Vernon  accounts,  334. 

Washington,  George  Steptoe,  uncle  and  estate,  504. 

Washington,  Harriet,  share  in  father's  estate,  139,  140;  uncle's  care,  504. 

Washington,  Lawrence  Augustine,  uncle  and  estate,  504. 

Washington,  Lund,  letter  to,  173;  illness,  173,  174;  account,  429;  Wash- 
ington's debt  to,  504;  plantation,  510. 

Washington,  Martha,  watch,  jewelry,  105,  353;  gift  to  Mrs.  Ball,  27972; 
presidential  mansion  affairs,  391,  392. 

Washington,  Samuel,  estate,  slaves,  139,  140;  brother  and  estate's  obliga- 
tions, 504. 

Washington,  William,  letter  to,  261;  jackass,  262. 

Washington,  William  Augustine,  letters  to,  134,  515;  carpenters  for 
Mount  Vernon,  134,  275,  502,  513,  515. 

Washington  County,  Pa.,  Washington's  land,  rents,  disposal,  377,  379, 
403-407,  409,  448,  451,  498. 

Washington-Madison  Papers,  material  from,  12572. 

Washington-Tilghman  Papers,  material  from,  13472. 

Washington's  Birthday,  reply  to  address,  283. 

Watch,  Nellie  Custis,  105;  Mrs.  Washington,  353. 

Watson,  Stott  &  Co.,  bill  of  exchange,  449. 

Wayles, ,  seed  barley,  302. 

Wayne,  Gen.  Anthony,  preparation  of  expedition,  160,  167;  map  of 
theater,  313;  commissary,  clothing,  349;  officers  on  leave,  350; 
charges  against,  411;  pay  and  Whiskey  Insurrection,  472;  Wilkin- 
son affair,  517,  521. 
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Weather,  weekly  Mount  Vernon  reports,  198;  drought,  375,  394. 

Webster,  Noah,  Genet,  86,  8772;  pamphlet,  360/2;  letter  to,  3607*. 

Weeds,  eradication,  453. 

Wells,  Mount  Vernon,  144,  148,  205. 

West,  John,  Colvill  estate,  290. 

West,  Richard,  letter  to,  136. 

West,  British  protest  on  military  occupation,  484,  485.  See  also  Indians; 
regions  by  name. 

West  Indies,  neutral  trade,  agent  to  protect,  33472. 

West  Point,  N.  Y.,  need  of  academy,  161. 

Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  excise  trouble,  30672;  Washington's  land 
disposal,  377,  379,  405. 

Weston,  William,  canal,  15272. 

Wheat,  harvesting,  cradling,  6,  41 72,  in,  241,  434;  seed,  sowing,  8,  9,  50, 
62, 362,  499,  510;  threshing,  8,  132, 190,  270,  287,  296,  303,  308,  315, 
325;  special  varieties,  seed,  62,  362,  367,  375,  394,  467,  489,  498; 
prospects,  114,  233,  242,  265, 272,  286, 309, 328;  in  rotation  cropping, 
224-230;  financial  dependence  on,  272;  culture,  272,  296,  301;  early 
harvesting,  362.  See  also  Flour. 

Whelen,  Dennis,  letter  to,  85. 

Whiskey,  as  presidential  drink,  52572. 

Whiskey  Insurrection,  unfound  early  proclamation,  30672;  proclamations 
against,  457-461,  507-509;  commissioners  to,  46172;  militia  call, 
response,  march,  460,  463,  491,  505,  508,  523,  526;  preparations 
against,  461,  462,  472,  475;  public  opinion,  463,  475,  506;  Pittsburgh 
defense,  468;  and  army  pay,  472;  Democratic  societies,  475,  506;  de- 
nounced, 498;  Washington's  journey,  513,  515,  517,  520-526;  replies 
to  addresses,  518-520;  necessity  of  crushing,  523;  arms  for  militia, 
524;  equipment  for  president's  march,  52572;  question  of  submis- 
sion, pledge,  525,  52572,  526;  commissioners  from,  526. 

White,  Alexander,  letter  to,  155. 

White,  Bishop  William,  letters  to,  220, 230,  231;  Philadelphia  relief,  220, 
221, 230-232. 

Whiting,  Anthony,  as  manager,  character,  26,  192;  estate,  accounts,  255, 

334>  335- 
Whitney,  Eli,  gin  patent,  29472. 

Wilderness,  route,  472. 
Wiley,  John,  at  Alexandria  Academy,  28272. 

Wilkinson,  Gen.  James,  letter  to,  313;  Wayne  expedition,  map,  com- 
mended, 313;  Wayne  affair,  517,  521. 


INDEX  569 

William,  privateer,  5«. 

William  Tell,  capture,  90. 

William  Thornton  Papers,  material  from,  ijon. 

Williams, ,  contractor,  Wayne's  supplies,  418. 

Williams,  Col. ,  on  plans  for  capitol,  29. 

Williams,  Otho  Holland,  illness,  61. 

Williamsburg,  Va.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  93. 

Williamson,  Benjamin,  army  office,  431. 

Williamson,  Capt.  Charles,  Dorchester's  speech,  313. 

Willing,  Thomas,  reported  death,  128,  129. 

Willis,  Francis,  letter  to,  139;  Samuel  Washington's  estate,  139,  140. 

Willows,  for  Mount  Vernon,  215,  240. 

Wilmington,  Del.,  emergent  meeting  place  of  Congress,  117,  123,  126, 

Wilson,  James,  letter  to,  28 n;  on  amendment  of  judiciary  act,  272 n; 

Whiskey  Insurrection,  460. 
Winchester,  Va.,  Washington's  lots,  31,  295,  370,  487. 
Winstanley,  William,  proposed  landscape  of  federal  district,  83. 
Wolcott,  Oliver  [2],  Genet,  86,  87 «;  Philadelphia  during  epidemic,  102, 

103,  127,  128;  letters  to,  103,  127. 
Wood.  See  Timber. 

Woodstock,  manor  of,  Washington's  land,  291,  388,  420,  516. 
Wool,  theft,  336;  from  dead  sheep,  363,  367;  quality  of  American,  438; 

from  Mount  Vernon  to  Young,  439. 

Workman, ,  manager  for  Mount  Vernon,  133. 

Wray,  Keith,  affairs,  184. 

Wright,  Joseph,  mint  engraver,  118. 

Wythe,  George,  letter  to,  72  n. 

Yazoo  lands,  lottery,  251. 

Yeates,  Jasper,  Whiskey  Insurrection,  461  n. 

Yellow  fever,  Philadelphia  epidemic  (1793),  66,  83,  86,  87,  101-105, 
107-109,  117,  120,  124,  125,  129,  157;  quarantine,  113;  relief,  220, 
221,  230-232;  fatality,  382;  rumors  (1794),  500,  521. 

York  County,  Va.,  reply  to  address  on  neutrality,  92. 

Yorktown,  Va.,  customs  appointment,  418. 

Young,  Arthur,  letters  to,  78,  174;  aricultural  data  for,  78;  Lear,  78,  79; 
lease  of  Mount  Vernon,  174,  357;  wool  from  Mount  Vernon,  439. 

Young,  Notley,  oat  seed,  297. 


